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Executive summary

The Weston Group Centre Master Plan sets the long 
term vision and the planning guidelines for the centre’s 
future development.  The master plan sets out what 
is important about the Weston group centre and 
identifies opportunities for enhancing the qualities of 
that place.  It identifies opportunities for growth while 
maintaining the centre’s unique character.

The master plan responds to the broader strategic 
planning policy for the ACT and background 
analysis on issues and opportunities in the centre. 
Extensive community engagement was held 
throughout the master plan process, in particular 
with Weston Creek residents, local businesses, 
community groups, ACT Government agencies and 
private interest groups.  Background analysis and 
the community engagement process helped to 
identify priorities for improving the centre to meet 
the community’s needs now and into the future. 

This master plan incorporates the ACT Government’s 
broader metropolitan policy including planning, 
transport and environmental measures to create 
opportunities for change.  To ensure long-term 
environmental, social and economic security, it is 
necessary to understand the trade-offs required to 
create a sustainable environment. 

The master plan seeks to address the following local 
challenges identified during community engagement 
and background analysis:

• the quality of the public domain and lack of 
outdoor meeting spaces in the centre

• traffic and pedestrian connectivity in and around 
the centre

• provision of community facilities in the centre

• the transitional impact of the Molonglo Valley 
on the centre in terms of facilities, services and 
parking, and

• the need to adjust to changes in demand as 
facilities are developed in the Molonglo Valley.

The vision for the Weston group centre is drawn 
from the community, which envisages the centre as:

An attractive village in the valley with pleasant 
and safe surrounds to enjoy, convenient 
access to shops and services, a sustainable 
built environment and opportunities for all to 
socialise and participate in community life.

The key actions identify opportunities for private and 
public sector investment, and improvements within 
the centre. Where capital investments are identified 
they will be subject to consideration by the ACT 
Government through future budget processes. 

Key actions proposed for the Weston group centre 
include:

• retaining community facilities and services close to 
the retail core 

• allowing for the possibility of retail expansion in 
the centre

• improving pedestrian safety and reinforcing 
pedestrian and cycle connections in the centre

• integrating the frequent rapid bus network into 
the centre

• providing more housing choice close to services 

• enabling more people to enjoy the landscape 
setting and amenity

• upgrading Brierly Street and Trenerry Square 
for more pedestrian activity and amenity with 
wider footpaths, improved landscaping and social 
gathering spaces (Figure 1)

• further progressing the land release for an 
additional service station for Weston Creek and 
Molonglo Valley residents, and

• providing additional short and long-term parking 
spaces and integrating additional car parking in 
conjunction with future development.

   Figure 1: Artist’s impression of a possible upgrade to Brierly Street and Trenerry Square
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Figure 2: Study area
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1. Introduction 

1.1 The importance of the master plan
A master plan defines what is important about a 
place and identifies opportunities for preserving and  
enhancing the quality of that place.  This master 
plan provides a vision, a spatial framework and 
strategies to guide the development of the Weston 
group centre over the next 20+ years.  The master 
plan is a non-statutory planning document. 
However, once endorsed by the ACT Government, 
it will be translated into a precinct code to be 
incorporated into the Territory Plan, the key 
statutory planning framework in the ACT.

The Weston Group Centre Master Plan responds to 
broader strategic planning policies for the ACT and 
background analysis on issues and opportunities 
in the centre.  Extensive engagement was held 
throughout the master plan process in particular 
with Weston Creek residents, local businesses, 
community groups, ACT Government agencies and 
private interest groups.  Background analysis and the 
community engagement process helped to identify 
priorities for improving the centre to meet the 
community’s needs now and into the future. 

1.2 Study area
The Weston group centre’s study area (Figure 2) 
is approximately 38 hectares. It is bounded by 
Streeton Drive to the west, Hindmarsh Drive to the 
south, Namatjira Drive to the east and Hilder Street 
to the north.  The study area includes Weston Oval 
and the community hub to the north, the Weston 
Club and community centre to the south.  
The commercial area is divided by Brierly Street 
(Figure 3) with the shopping centre, Cooleman 
Court, to the east and the services area to the west, 
which includes small-scale businesses. 

When Weston Creek was first established, its 
population was younger as is generally the case for 
newly established suburbs.  Its current population 
is approximately 23,000 people with a slightly older 
demographic profile than the rest of Canberra. 

At present the Weston group centre is a busy, 
vibrant centre providing a wide range of shops and 
services.  The centre was developed in the 1970s, 
with the architecture reflecting this period.   
Over time there have been changes to services  
and facilities, however the public spaces have 
remained largely unchanged.

The public areas in the centre appear worn, with few 
attractive spaces in which to meet.  The commercial 
centre is enhanced by the open space and recreation 
uses, community uses and clubs, and is supported by 
transport facilities and services. 

1.3 Master plan process 
The master plan process is shown in Figure 4, 
which lists the stages of the master plan process, 
summarises the engagement and outlines the 
deliverables for each stage. 

1.3.1 Community engagement
Ongoing engagement and discussion with 
stakeholders and the community of Weston Creek 
formed a key part of the master plan process. 
It helped identify what is important about the 
centre and how its quality can be conserved and 
enhanced.  Overall more than 1000 people attended 
various meetings, filled in surveys or took part in 
conversations during the course of the master plan 
process.  Input and feedback from the community 
was gathered during public workshops, through the 
use of surveys, information displays, feedback forms, 
‘meet the planners’ sessions, stakeholder reference 
group meetings and individual meetings.

Three community engagement outcomes reports 
have been released which provide detailed analysis 
of the approach, processes and feedback received 
during each stage of the master plan study.

Figure 3: Brierly Street 
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Figure 4: Master plan process

STAGE
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Public information session, 
community survey and public  
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Business and lessees meeting 
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meetings

Preliminary master plan
Information and display  
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meetings

Draft master plan
Information and display  
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Master plan

Finalisation end 2014
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Information and display early 2015

TASK
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weaknesses, opportunities and 

threats (SWOT)

Develop different design 
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Outline strategies and 
preliminary ideas

Draft master plan available for 
public comment

Consider feedback on the draft 
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Produce final master plan 
and obtain ACT Government 
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to be available for public 
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DELIVERABLE
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Public design workshop 
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Engagement outcomes report 1
Preliminary master plan
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Engagement outcomes report 2 
Input to inform final master plan

Draft master plan

Final master plan

Engagement outcomes report 3

Draft precinct code early 2015

Final precinct code
2015
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2. Planning context 

2.1 Strategic planning
The master plan is a strategic policy document that 
seeks to translate the ACT Government’s broader 
metropolitan policies at a local level.  The following 
section outlines the policy context that influences 
the Weston group centre.

2.1.1 The ACT Planning Strategy 
The ACT Planning Strategy (2012) responds to 
the changes in ACT’s economic, demographic 
and environmental circumstances.  The strategy 
outlines a series of directions that will create a more 
sustainable city:

• focusing urban intensification in town centres and 
group centres supported by public transport to 
improve the vibrancy of centres

• improving the urban quality and liveability of 
Canberra

• managing the land and natural resources of 
the area to conserve where appropriate and to 
manage growth to ensure a prosperous region 

• supporting convenient access to a range of 
facilities, services and opportunities for social 
interaction by reinforcing the role of group centres 
as community hubs. 

2.1.2 Transport for Canberra 
Transport for Canberra (2012) seeks to integrate 
urban planning and transport to improve services 
in Canberra over the next 20 years.  The key policy 
directions include:

• integration of land use and transport through the 
Frequent Network of public transit corridors

• make walking and cycling the easiest travel options 
to encourage active travel

• strategic management of the road network and 
parking. 

2.1.3 Climate change action plan 
AP2: A New Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 
for the ACT (2012) is the ACT Government’s strategic 
policy on climate change.  AP2 guides the Territory’s 
strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 40% 
of 1990 levels by 2020 and to transition the ACT to 
zero net emissions by 2060. 

AP2 provides a pathway to achieve emission 
reductions through energy efficiency and increased 
use of renewable energy.  It also identifies 
opportunities for improved environmental 
performance of buildings and infrastructure.

The projections for the ACT and region are for an 
increasingly hotter and drier climate with more 
extreme weather events.  Since 2009 the ACT 
Government has been taking mitigation actions and 
assisting the community to increase its resilience. 

Examples of significant mitigation measures 
undertaken by the ACT Government are:

• legislating emission reduction targets for the ACT 
in 2010: zero by 2060; 80% by 2050, and 40% by 
2020 (based on 1990 levels)

• investing in renewable energy sources (solar and 
wind) to meet the ACT’s renewable energy target 
of 90% by 2020 (introduced in 2013)

• introducing the energy efficiency improvement 
scheme obliging ACT electricity retailers to help 
customers save energy

• adopting the Carbon Neutral Government 
Framework with its target of zero net operational 
emissions by 2020

• investing in light rail and improving the cycle 
networks.

2.1.4 ACT Water Strategy 
The ACT’s new water strategy, ACT Water Strategy 
2014–44: Striking the Balance, was endorsed by 
the ACT Government in July 2014.  The strategy 
incorporates three themes and a detailed 
implementation plan.  It will guide the management 
of the Territory’s water supply, water resources and 
catchment practices over the next 30 years.  It builds 
on the original ACT Water Strategy, Think Water, Act 
Water.  While the emphasis on the original strategy 
was on water security following the 2003 bushfires 
and the Millennium Drought, the new strategy will 
also focus on improved water quality in lakes and 
streams and greater community participation in 
assisting in a number of key components of the 
strategy such as improving catchment health.
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Figure 5: Territory Plan zoning map
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2.2 Statutory planning

2.2.1 National Capital Plan
The National Capital Plan is the strategic plan for 
the ACT that is managed by the National Capital 
Authority.  It ensures that Canberra and the Territory 
are planned and developed in accordance with their 
national significance.  The Territory Plan indicates 
where designated land exists and is consistent 
with the National Capital Plan.  While there is no 
designated land within the study area, the area 
surrounding Weston Creek does include areas of 
designated land, such as the hills, ridges and buffers 
that separate Weston Creek and the Woden Valley 
from other districts. 

2.2.2 Territory Plan
The Territory Plan is the key statutory planning 
document in the ACT, providing the framework for 
the administration of land use and planning in the 
ACT.  The master plan will inform a precinct code for 
the Weston group centre that will be a part of the 
Territory Plan.  This precinct code will guide future 
development in the centre through land use and 
development guidelines. 

The centre is predominantly zoned CZ1 (Commercial 
Core), with associated CZ3 Service zone, CZ6 Leisure 
and Accommodation zone, CFZ Community Facility 
zone and PRZ1 Urban Open Space zone (Figure 5).

The CZ1 zoning allows for a great deal of flexibility of 
use within the commercial core precinct, although it 
currently restricts building heights to two storeys. 

2.3 Spatial context
Woden–Weston Creek is an urban district located 
in south-western Canberra (Figure 6).  The initial 
development of the Woden Valley was between 
1963 and 1967.  Weston Creek was developed 
between 1968 and 1974, with the first residents 
taking up residence in 1969. 

The Weston group centre is situated in Weston 
Creek in the suburb of Weston.  The centre is one  
of three group centres (Weston, Mawson and 
Curtin) in the Woden–Weston Creek district. 

Five local shopping centres in Weston Creek suburbs 
support Weston Creek residents on a daily basis. 
Further north-west of Weston is the new district of 
Molonglo Valley, which is proposed for residential 
development and commercial centres. 

Weston Creek lies in a valley and has assumed its 
own identity in part because of the geographical 
separation of a major arterial parkway and a ridge. 
Weston Creek has always had a strong community 
identity and has its own community council, 
separate from that of Woden. 

The impact of the January 2003 bushfires in the 
broader Weston Creek area should be acknowledged 
for the substantial impact on the suburbs of Duffy, 
where over 200 homes were destroyed, and 
Chapman, Holder, Rivett and Weston. 

During the firestorm and its aftermath a strong 
sense of community, friendships and support 
engendered community spirit and a sense of place. 

Since the bushfires there has been significant 
rebuilding of homes and community links. 

The Weston group centre serves as a key social and 
economic hub for Weston Creek, offering a range of 
facilities, services and employment (including the 
Cooleman Court shopping centre), including: 

• Aged care (4 facilities)

• Childcare centre (1 facility)

• Community facility (3 facilities)

• Preschool (1 facility)

• Licensed club (2 facilities)

• Service station (1 facility)

• Health and allied health (12 facilities)

• Indoor recreation (3 facilities)

• Tennis courts, oval and skate park

• Parkland

• Place of worship (4 facilities) in addition, faiths 
that share other facilities (3)

• Weekly and daily shopping including a full-line 
supermarket.
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Figure 6: Spatial context
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From community feedback - what is 
valued by the Weston Creek community

Village atmosphere, a combination of the 
centre’s unique landscape setting, the 
‘human’ scale built form and an active, 
close-knit community creates a distinctive 
feel and local identity.

Convenient easy vehicular access to the 
centre, free car parking and the mix of 
retail, community, health and recreational 
services close by are convenient to use 
every day.

Diversity in retail, good retail facilities 
with diverse little shops and local traders 
in addition to supermarkets make the 
centre a convenient ‘one-stop-shop’ in the 
Weston Creek area.

The broader spatial context of the master plan 
takes into account the wider area of Weston 
Creek, including the Molonglo Valley, in terms of 
demographics, social planning and retail economics 
and how this influences the Weston group centre 
study area. 

The Molonglo Valley district is currently being 
planned and developed to accommodate up to 
55,000 people over the next 20–30 years.  This will 
bring transitional pressure on the Weston group 
centre until the Molonglo commercial centre is 
operational.  This centre is expected to commence 
operations within the next ten years, subject to 
population growth and housing demand in the 
Territory.  In the interim, Molonglo Valley residents 
will use other centres for shopping and services. 
After the Molonglo commercial centre is built, the 
majority of Molonglo Valley residents are expected 
to use their local centre.  The site for the Coombs 
local centre in the Molonglo Valley, consistent  
with the government’s land release program,  
is anticipated to be released in 2014–15.  
Development of this site will include a supermarket, 
which may alleviate the pressure on the Weston 
group centre. 

To ensure the long term viability of the Weston 
group centre, the master plan recognises the 
importance of understanding the impacts of the 
Molonglo Valley development on the Weston group 
centre before and after the Molonglo commercial 
centre is built and how to address these impacts. 
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3. Background and Analysis

3.1 Community engagement 
Some of the key messages from the community and 
stakeholders for the master plan were:

• Provide safer and easier access to the services 
in the centre by improving major intersections, 
footpaths and cycle lanes in the centre, more 
frequent bus services and more long-term and 
short-term car parking.

• Improve the quality of the public realm and its 
amenity for people, in particular related to Brierly 
Street, Trenerry Square, the surface car parks, the 
Weston Creek ‘green spine’ and the Weston Oval.

• Renew tired facilities and invest into the 
centre’s services, in particular car parking, a 
new community centre, and various indoor and 
outdoor meeting and recreation spaces.

• Retain community and health services close to the 
retail core.

• Integrate residential development for a more 
active and vibrant centre. This view was well 
supported but also a source of diverse views. 

• The proposal to allow building heights of  
four to six storeys received mixed responses.

Further information on feedback from previous 
stages of consultation can be found in the three 
engagement outcomes reports, available on  
www.act.gov.au/weston. 

3.2 Land use

3.2.1 Population 
Over time there have been changes to the 
demographic profile of Weston Creek.  After a peak 
population in the mid-1980s of around 28,800 
people, the Weston Creek population has now 
stabilised at about 23,000 people.  The area has a 
slightly older population than the whole of Canberra. 
The projected demographic structure for the Weston 
Creek district suggests the population will continue 
to age, with 16.4% of Weston Creek residents aged 
over 65 years compared to 10.5% for the ACT and 
13.8% nationally (Figure 7).  There is a concurrent 
trend being experienced with a slight increase in the 
proportion of 0–4 year olds between 2006 and 2011.

This reflects the life cycle change being experienced 
in some parts of Weston Creek with younger families 
replacing older residents.

Figure 7: Facts about Weston Creek

the 3rd largest  
group centre  

in ACT in terms of 
commercial and retail 

floor space

Population 
23,650

(2013 ABS Estimated 
residential population)

Median age 
40 years of age 

(Weston, 2011 Census)

34 years of age 
(ACT wide, 2011 Census)

Home  
ownership 

39% in Weston 
29%  in ACT 
(2011 Census)

 Weston ACT
 82% detached housing  72% 
 14% attached housing  15% 
 4% multi-unit housing  13% 

(2011 Census)

Weston 
16.4% over 65 years of age 

(2011 Census)

ACT 
10.5% over 65 years of age 

(2011 Census)
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Figure 8: Analysis
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The need to support an older population has 
implications for the provision of facilities and 
services.  The new community of the Molonglo 
Valley is expected to differ from the established 
Weston Creek community and is anticipated to be 
populated by a much larger proportion of younger 
people than Weston Creek.  The design of the 
public realm for the Weston group centre will need 
to consider the needs of a diverse population and 
respond to issues such as mobility and access.

3.2.2 Employment 
The labour force size and industry employment 
types within the Weston group centre are 
commensurate with, and typical of, its status as a 
group centre within the hierarchy of metropolitan 
centres.  The primary role of group centres is to 
provide weekly grocery shopping opportunities, 
business and community services (e.g. clubs) to the 
neighbourhood group of suburbs, a catchment of 
about 15,000–20,000 people.

With a stable resident population of 23,000 the district 
of Weston Creek supported a group centre work 
force of approximately 1,100 in 2011.  This represents 
approximately 0.5% of the total ACT workforce, which 
was estimated at 222,000 in 2011.  The group centre 
workforce is largely local with a majority commuting 
from localities within Weston Creek.

The predominant industries of employment within 
the Weston group centre accord with the centre’s 
primary role: retail (25%); accommodation and 
food (20%); health care and social assistance (16%); 
miscellaneous services (7%); and professional, 
scientific and technical services (32%). 

However, while public administration employed over 
one third of the ACT workforce in 2011, it accounted 
for less than 2% of the Weston group centre 
workforce in 2011 (ABS 2011 Census of Population 
and Housing).

3.2.3 Site analysis
The centre has distinct areas of character;  
the commercial core area, the services area,  
the recreation area and the community areas. 
These areas are defined by their uses, built form 
and landscape and streetscape.  The commercial 
core area represents the shopping mall (Cooleman 
Court), smaller businesses and the two main surface 
car parks.  The services area contains smaller 
businesses to the west of Cooleman Court and 
the recreational areas include the Weston Creek 
overland flow path and the Weston Oval.  
The community areas are to the east and  
north-east of the centre (Figure 8). 

Most of the centre was constructed in the 1970s 
with buildings predominantly one or two storeys 
in height.  Cooleman Court has entrances from the 
north and the south off two large surface car parks 
and an entry from Brierly Street.  The shopping 
centre has large blank walls to Brierly Street and 
to the north onto Mahony Court, offering little or 
no activity (Figure 9).  It lacks visual and physical 
connection to the Weston Creek overland flow path 
and open space.  The southern entry contains the 
majority of the active shop fronts.  The entrances to 
the group centre are not clearly defined, however 
there is the potential to correct this and integrate  
key features with future urban development.

Figure 9: Long blank wall along Brierly Street
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Figure 10: Land ownership
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The services area has the smaller scale development 
of small businesses, restaurants, offices and shops 
and service trades in the centre.  The services area 
is built around three courts and provides shop fronts 
facing onto Brierly Street and the central court 
known as Trenerry Street.  The other two courts 
are primarily for service access and car parking. 
Brierly Street and Trenerry Street contain on-street 
shopping for the group centre. 

Brierly Street is the main street through the centre, 
connecting Hindmarsh Drive to Liardet Street 
and Streeton Drive. Trenerry Square is adjacent 
to Cooleman Court, however the pedestrian 
connection across Brierly Street has poor amenity 
with blank walls in some areas (Figure 9). 

Community uses are located to the east along 
Parkinson Street, with the community centre and 
health building immediately adjacent to Cooleman 
Court.  Cooleman Court is the meeting place for 
many people, but there are limited places for people 
to meet outside commercial premises.  The seating 
area adjacent to the community centre has limited 
amenity and poor visibility.  Further recreation and 
community uses extending to the north across 
Namatjira Drive include the Weston Oval, a scout 
hall, a skate park and the Weston Community Hub. 
Some areas to the north of Namatjira Drive have 
limited pedestrian connections to the rest of the 
centre, lack activity and are prone to vandalism.

Surface car parking provides convenient access 
to the centre but creates a poor pedestrian 
environment.  In particular, pedestrian access from 
the northern car park into Cooleman Court crossing 
Mahony Court lacks clear and safe pathways as it is 
the main loading zone.

Many shared paths provide good walking and cycling 
access from the surrounding residential areas, 
including a shared path system which runs along 
the Weston Creek overland flow path.  However, 
the inner area around the commercial centre is not 
as well connected and pedestrian access is lacking 
across some main intersections and streets. 

The centre has a substantial amount of green 
open space including recreational areas, overland 
flow paths and urban open space, particularly to 
the north of Namatjira Drive.  The existing road 
structure and buildings in the centre do not capture 
the attractive vistas to the surrounding hills and 
green space.  

Natural features in the area include the Weston 
Creek overland flow path and the overland flow path 
along Streeton Drive.  The Weston Creek overland 
flow path also contains underground stormwater 
and sewer infrastructure.  The infrastructure 
potentially limits development in the centre 
including the sewer line which runs underneath 
Weston Oval. 

The rocky area to the east of the centre is the highest 
point of the study area and could be better utilised. 
The playground adjacent to the Weston Creek 
overland flow path is not well connected to the rest 
of the centre and has poor visibility. The planting 
along the Weston Creek overland flow paths and the 
oval is largely remnant eucalyptus and native planting.  
Territory and Municipal Services Directorate 
(TAMS) has commenced a species change for the 
eucalypt street trees on Brierly Street and Trenerry 
Square. When replacement street tree planting is 
undertaken ornamental pears are being substituted 
for the eucalypts. 

3.2.4 Land Ownership 
The ACT Government owns a large amount of 
land in the centre including urban open space 
easements, recreation spaces and community 
land uses such as the community centre, childcare 
centre, the community hub, the health building and 
the two large surface car parks (Figure 10).  
The privately leased land is a combination of unit 
titled buildings and buildings with a single owner. 

3.2.5 Community 
The community uses, including the community 
centre and the health building, are currently close 
to Cooleman Court.  Both Cooleman Court and 
the community uses benefit from this relationship. 
However, some of the key community facilities 
located in the centre lack flexibility and the ability to 
expand to respond to growing and future needs. 

There may be an initial demand on the Weston 
group centre and its services from the residents of 
the Molonglo Valley until facilities and services are 
provided in the Molonglo Valley.  Molonglo Valley 
residents may use Weston Creek’s facilities along with 
other centres during the transitional period including 
medical services, maternal health and child care. 

In time this demand will change and the Weston 
group centre will need to retain its viability after this 
transitional period.  
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Future demand by Weston Creek residents 
could be for a range of age-related facilities and 
services, including day respite care, residential 
accommodation and other support services that 
facilitate ageing in place. 

Where these services are not provided locally, 
Weston Creek residents will continue to access 
them, and other services, from existing and nearby 
centres including Woden Town Centre and centres in 
the Molonglo Valley. 

The Weston Community Hub provides 
accommodation for a range of community groups. 
These organisations deliver services to the residents 
of Weston Creek as well as to the broader population 
of Canberra.  There is a hall at the community hub 
that is available for use by the community.  Use of 
the Weston Neighbourhood Hall at the Weston 
Community Hub is managed by the Weston Creek 
Community Association who manage the Weston 
Creek Community Centre.  The community hub 
complements the hall and other meeting rooms 
available at the Weston Creek Community Centre.

3.2.6 Residential
There is currently little residential development 
within the centre and, as a result, there is limited 
night-time activity.  

Clubs and restaurants create some night-time 
activity, although this is in specific locations, 
leaving other areas unused and with little passive 
surveillance. 

While there is a lack of diversity in housing choice 
and places to live in the centre, there is a demand 
for a broader range of housing choice other than 
suburban living.  This offers an opportunity to 
provide dwellings for people wanting to age in their 
community or young couples and singles wanting 
more affordable and alternative housing choices. 

3.2.7 Commercial and retail
The Weston group centre is the third largest group 
centre in Canberra in terms of retail and commercial 
space, servicing primarily the residents of Weston 
Creek. Cooleman Court (Figure 11) contains a  
full-line supermarket and a smaller supermarket.

Economic analysis indicates that Weston group centre 
could accommodate additional retail uses including 
another supermarket and some further non-food 
retail, creating greater competition.  This modelling 
indicates such an expansion will be sustainable after 
the Molonglo commercial centre is built, due in part 
to catchment areas and also to predicted changes in 
shopping behaviour in the community. 

Figure 11: Cooleman Court southern entrance
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3.3 Public realm 
The public areas of the Weston group centre, 
particularly the commercial area, are aged and lack 
quality spaces for people to meet and spend time. 
Existing meeting spaces have poor orientation and 
design.  The public areas are generally unattractive, 
do not provide comfortable outdoor public spaces 
for people to sit and linger, are unprotected from 
the weather and are generally comprised of hard 
materials.  Some places have poor connections to 
the centre and poor visibility. Directional signage in 
the centre is also limited. 

The built environment is inward facing with a lack of 
connection to the natural areas in the centre.  
Blank walls in the central areas create a lack of active 
frontage to main pedestrian routes, limiting outdoor 
dining and gathering opportunities.  Car parking 
dominates the centre and loading areas create 
conflict with pedestrian connections into the centre. 

The Weston Oval is disconnected from the main 
centre, is currently not irrigated and is unusable for 
formal sport and recreation.  There is little activity 
surrounding the oval and the skate park provides the 
only passive surveillance to this area.  The oval and 
some adjacent areas are under the 100 year peak 
flood level and are sometimes flood affected. 

3.4 Transport

3.4.1 Car parking
There will be an increased demand for car parking 
and public transport during the transitional period 
while Molonglo Valley residents use the Weston 
group centre.  However the parking demand 
is expected to revert to mainly Weston Creek 
residents’ use of the centre in the long term. 

To understand the demand on the centre, car 
parking surveys were undertaken on a public service 
pay week on Thursday morning, Friday evening and 
Saturday morning.  The surveys found the large 
north and south car parks are at 84–89% peak 
capacity and the parking around the services area is 
69% peak capacity during peak times. 
The average capacity for the centre as a whole is 76%. 

The overall existing car parking in the centre exceeds 
demand, however the larger surface car parks are 
under pressure at peak times.

There is a large portion of long-stay parking within 
the two large north and south car parks adjacent 
the centre. 

The two large car parks have approximately 500 car 
parking spaces servicing Cooleman Court.  
Any development on these car parks may have to 
replace public car parking and also provide for the 
proposed development’s car parking needs.  
Future development proposals would need to 
consider opportunities for temporary parking 
arrangements and be consistent with government 
policy at the time.

3.4.2 Service station
There is currently only one service station in  
Weston Creek, which is located in the centre on 
Brierly Street.  Demand for it often results in cars 
queuing down Brierly Street, causing traffic impacts 
and delays.

3.4.3 Public transport
Current bus services connect the centre to the 
City, via Woden Town Centre, and to Weston Creek 
suburbs.  Bus stops are currently located in Brierly 
Street and Parkinson Street.  Some of the existing 
bus infrastructure needs upgrading in order to 
accommodate further services. 

The centre is well situated to take advantage of 
improvements to the bus network as it is connected 
to major arterial roads, Hindmarsh Drive and 
Streeton Drive.  It is also on the future Frequent 
Rapid public transport network connecting Woden 
and the Molonglo Valley. 

3.4.4 Active travel 
The centre is connected to adjoining residential 
areas through a good shared path network that 
includes a series of underpasses.  However these 
underpasses are not well lit.  There are some areas, 
such as Holder, which have poor pedestrian access 
to the centre despite being close.  The pedestrian 
and cycle network within the commercial centre is 
not as well defined as the network into the centre. 
There is a lack of safety for pedestrians in some 
areas in the centre and at some major intersections. 
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3.5 Environmental sustainability
Sustainability is critical to the landscaped and 
built environment. ACT Government policies 
and strategies provide guidance for integrating 
sustainability measures into our urban environment.

The following key environmental sustainability 
principles are considered in master plans and their 
implementation. 

Climate Change
• Mitigation – reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 

minimising use of fossil fuels for heating, cooling 
and transport, and increase the efficiency of 
energy use.

• Adaptation – adapt our urban environments to be 
resilient to the risk of a changing climate.

Resources consumption
• Reduce the amount of land used for the growing 

city through urban renewal and intensification.

• Reduce the amount of energy and water used 
in urban environments and invest in green 
infrastructure.

• Conserve natural and cultural heritage.

• Enhance biodiversity with habitat connectivity.

• Respect and conserve the significant landscapes 
and features from past eras.

Buildings 
• Improve the design and construction of buildings. 

• Increase choice in housing to meet diverse needs.

Urban planning and design 
• Reduce reliance on private vehicles. 

• Create opportunities for social interactions.

• Integrate passive solar design principles into 
building and site design.

• Reduce the heat island effect in urban areas.

• Improve microclimate through landscape design.

Master plans provide opportunities to address 
climate change adaptation at a place-specific scale. 
The projections for the ACT and region are for an 
increasingly hotter and drier climate with more 
extreme weather events. 

The place-based risks to people and assets from 
a hotter and drier climate are heat, severe storms 
(flash flooding) and bushfire.

To address these risks the interventions may include: 

1.  Reduce city heat and increase amenity in 
outdoor spaces for healthy living

Mitigation 

 » Increase shade trees to roadways and car parks.

 » Use light coloured pavements.

 » Increase shade to pathways and parklands for 
human comfort and wellbeing.

Adaptation 

 » Include seats and drinking fountains with water 
bottle recharge taps.

 » Increase use of vegetation.

2. Reduce city heat and achieve cooler buildings
Mitigation 

 » Use solar passive design.

 » Use light coloured materials.

Adaptation 

 » Introduce green infrastructure such as green 
roofs and walls.

3. Flooding
Mitigation 

 » Reduce runoff from hard surfaces within the 
sub-catchment.

Adaptation 

 » Capture and use rainwater in redevelopment 
projects.

 » Retrofit roadside kerb and gutter systems into 
rain gardens.

4. Reduce the risk of bushfire in urban areas
Mitigation 

 » Initiate an asset protection zone.

 » Ensure no continuity of fuel from the ground to 
the crown of the tree.

Adaptation

 » Plan for emergency service access.
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The following opportunities were identified to 
incorporate environmental sustainability measures 
in the master plan.

3.5.1 Energy
The ACT Sustainable Energy Policy 2011–2020 stated 
objectives are to achieve: reliable and affordable 
energy; smarter use of energy; cleaner energy; and 
growth in the clean economy. 

A district energy system could contribute to achieving 
these objectives and could be commercially viable 
with a commercial/residential development or 
expansion.  District energy systems produce electrical 
energy locally and use ‘waste heat’ from electricity 
generation to heat and cool buildings. 

Electricity and/or thermal energy is generated close 
to where it is used.  Energy systems such as  
cogeneration (electricity and heat) or trigeneration 
(electricity, heat and cooling) need the combination 
of commercial and residential uses to be efficient 
as the load for commercial is during the day and 
the load for residential is generally out of hours.  
The use of such energy systems can achieve social, 
economic and environmental benefits.  
Subject to future investigation, district energy in 
Weston could provide an alternative, cleaner energy 
for the centre and contribute to a sustainable future. 

3.5.2 Water 
Water is an important natural resource that is under 
significant pressure from population growth and 
climatic conditions.  There is also a need to reduce 
broader social, economic and environmental costs 
associated with potable water distribution.   
The Weston Oval, which is currently a non-irrigated 
oval, is a good example of the pressures on the 
water supply in the ACT. 

The irrigation for a number of playing fields in the 
ACT has been switched off due to water restrictions 
for potable water. 

The potable water consumption for domestic 
or commercial use could be minimised if other 
solutions were investigated such as the use of 
stormwater and rainwater. 

3.5.3 Heat island effect 
An urban heat island is a metropolitan area which 
is significantly warmer than its surrounding areas.  
The main cause of the heat island effect is from the 
use of materials which store and radiate heat to the 
surrounding areas such as concrete and bitumen. 

In the public realm the temperature can significantly 
change  the way we use outdoor areas. Urban 
environments, such as the Weston group centre, 
contain significant areas of concrete and asphalt in 
the roads and footpaths.  Higher temperatures may 
be acceptable in the cooler months, but some urban 
environments can become uncomfortable in summer. 

The built environment could be designed to reduce 
the urban heat island effect with the use of lighter 
building materials and permeable paving materials 
and by increasing shade for summer with shading 
structures and trees on main pedestrian routes and 
public places. 
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4. Challenges and opportunities

The challenges and proposed opportunities for the 
Weston group centre have been identified in Figures 
12 and 13.  A Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities 
Threats (SWOT) analysis, presented during 
community consultation for feedback, informed the 
challenges and opportunities analysis.

4.1 Challenges
The following challenges in the centre create poor 
amenity and accessibility:

• Surface car parks at the centre create a poor and 
conflicting pedestrian environment.  There is 
also conflict with pedestrians and vehicles in the 
loading zones area in Mahony Court.

• The vehicular entry to Trenerry Street off Brierly 
Street impacts on the pedestrian amenity of 
Trenerry Square.

• Areas of the established road layout of the centre 
restrict uses, for example, the Frequent Rapid 
transport route. 

• The centre lacks central outdoor meeting places 
and landscaping.

• Poor amenity in the public realm is particularly 
obvious in the commercial part of the centre

• Development is limited by the overland flow paths 
along Streeton Drive and Weston Creek.

• There are large level changes along the length 
of the study area, with Weston Oval being the 
lowest point.

• Some of the northern parts of the centre have 
limited connections to the commercial centre 
including facilities such as the community hub.

• There is poor visibility to the Weston Creek 
overland flow path and the playground adjacent 
the centre.

• Large areas of blank walls along main streets and 
pedestrian links prevent active frontages that are 
attractive and draw pedestrian traffic and activity.

4.2 Opportunities
The following proposed opportunities were 
identified as ways of improving the centre to make 
it more attractive and accessible for the residents of 
the area and wider Canberra. 

• Improve the amenity of the Weston Creek 
overland flow path as a ‘green spine‘ and 
maximise views from the centre. 

• Improve links along the Weston Creek green 
spine to the recreation precinct and the east-
west connections.

• Connect pleasant spaces such as the Weston Creek 
green spine and the rocky knoll to the centre. 

• Strengthen the recreation precinct in the north 
and build on existing facilities such as the skate 
park and the tennis club, which are well used. 

• Plan for Trenerry Square to be upgraded and 
expanded. 

• Create a ‘main street’ feel for Brierly Street with 
smaller shops and businesses fronting the street 
and divert some traffic to Liardet Street.

• Integrate Frequent Rapid transport with mixed 
land uses and activities.

• Plan for additional car parking in the centre. 

• Maximise the social benefits of keeping 
community facilities located close to the centre. 

• Improve community use of the Weston 
Community Hub with better connections.

• Potentially upgrade Weston Oval for uses such as 
recreational space or a wetland.

• Better utilise the urban open space at the 
southern entry to the centre. 

• Encourage urban intensification within the centre 
including residential.

• Locate future ‘gateway’ development at entry 
points to the centre.

• Integrate public realm improvements with future 
development sites.
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Figure 12: Challenges
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Figure 13: Opportunities
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