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5. The master plan 

5.1 Master plan structure
The master plan structure indicates how the 
planning framework and design strategies 
support achievement of the master plan through 
implementation of the vision and the principles 
(Figure 14). 

5.2 Vision 
This vision for the Weston group centre was 
developed with feedback from the community.  
It captures what is valued about the centre and  
sets out what the centre could be in the future. 

An attractive village in the valley with pleasant 
and safe surrounds to enjoy, convenient 
access to shops and services, a sustainable 
built environment and opportunities for all to 
socialise and participate in community life.

Vision

Planning principles

Spatial framework

Precinct character

Strategies & planning 
policies

Implementation

Figure 14: Structure of the master plan
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Principle 1: Enhance the existing 
character of the centre
Ensure the centre has attractive, safe 
and welcoming places day and night for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Principle 2: Ensure the centre is 
legible and accessible. 

Create a centre which is easy to move 
through because of the legible built 
form, street pattern and connecting 
spaces. 

Principle 3: Provide the centre with 
new opportunities to be prosperous 
and active now and into the future

Develop a centre which is resilient to 
changing demand and uses over time  
while maintaining its identity and vibrancy. 

Principle 4: Create opportunities 
for sustainable urban design in 
the centre
Redevelop the centre to create 
opportunities to live and work in a more 
sustainable built form with services and 
public transport in walking distance. 

Principle 5: Cater for diverse 
community needs in the centre
The heart of Weston Creek is its 
community. Continue to provide for the 
diverse needs of young and old, singles 
and families, and the most vulnerable 
in our community. 

5.3 Planning principles
The following five planning principles are applied to guide the implementation of the master plan, its vision and 
strategies. The principles reflect the desired future outcomes for the centre. 
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Figure 15: Proposed Spatial framework
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5.4 Spatial framework
The spatial framework plan (Figure 15) sets out how the broad structure of the centre could look in the long 
term (20+ years), and shows how land use, public domain, character and connections could be delivered. 

The framework brings together the challenges, opportunities and vision to indicate how Weston group centre 
could physically adapt over the lifetime of this plan. 
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5.5 Precinct character
Weston group centre has four identified character areas that are shaped by their built form, streetscape and 
land uses (Figure 16). The master plan seeks to reinforce these areas to ensure they contribute to achieving the 
vision for the centre.  These are the character precincts proposed for the centre.

Commercial core precinct
The commercial core precinct will be a more active and vibrant 
place with more diversity in use and building type including mixed 
use, retail, office and residential.  Over time, redevelopment 
will deliver active uses such as retail and entertainment at the 
ground floor, bringing pedestrian activity and centre vitality with 
cafes and restaurants. Brierly Street will have a ‘main street’ feel. 
Brierly Street will focus on pedestrian priority with public domain 
improvements that will encourage traffic to slow along the street 
and improve the amenity. 

Services precinct
The character of the services precinct will continue to build on the 
smaller businesses and shop fronts.  This area will be a lower scale 
than the commercial core precinct and will continue to provide for 
a diverse mix of employment uses and small businesses.  Trenerry 
Square is a centrally located meeting place where public domain 
improvements are recommended.

Recreation precinct 
The recreation precinct will continue to be composed of low-scale 
outdoor recreation uses such as ovals, outdoor sporting facilities 
and informal recreation use.  These spaces will continue to have a 
natural open space quality with more defined areas for a diversity 
of users.  The area will contain primarily daytime uses with a low 
level of infrastructure.  Public domain improvements will respond 
to the natural character of the precinct. 

Community precincts
The community precincts will continue to be composed of 
primarily community uses close to the commercial core precinct, 
providing strong links and safe access between the commercial 
core and the community precincts.  Further development in this 
area will address the street and provide passive surveillance to 
the Weston Creek green spine.  Over time uses such as supportive 
housing or additional community uses may be incorporated to 
activate the recreation precinct and provide passive surveillance. 
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Figure 16: Proposed Precinct character
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5.6 Strategies and planning policies 
The proposed strategies and planning policies 
outline the future direction of the centre. These 
strategies and planning policies are informed by 
the vision and planning principles in the previous 
section. They provide direction and guidance for 
the future development of the centre over the 
long term, considering the broad range of issues 
identified in the background and analysis.

The strategies and planning policies identify 
opportunities for private sector investment 
and improvements in the centre. Where capital 
investments are identified they will be subject to 
consideration by the ACT Government through 
future budget processes. 

To help inform planning decisions and guide 
implementation and development in the Weston 
group centre, four key strategies have been 
developed.  These strategies have regard to the 
scale, form and address of the public spaces and 
buildings as well as connections with the centre. 
The application of these strategies will retain and 
enhance the special qualities of the centre. 

The overall strategies for the Weston group centre are:

• Land use – encourage a mixed use centre

• Built form – enhance the existing environment

• Public realm – encourage high quality design in 
public places

• Transport – provide for a well connected centre.

Some strategies and planning policies apply to the 
whole centre including the precincts whilst others 
apply to individual precincts.  The precinct strategies 
and planning policies are more detailed and specific 
to each area. 

• The commercial core precinct will permit mixed 
use retail, office and residential and allow for 
development up to four to six storeys.  

• The services precinct will permit small businesses, 
a mix of uses and generally allow for development 
up to three storeys.

• The community precincts will continue to allow  
for community uses and permit development 
up to two to four storeys as per the Community 
Facility Zone Development Code. 

• The recreation precinct will extend from the 
Weston Oval to the Weston Creek green spine 
and allow for ancillary low level development to 
support continued recreation use. 

5.6.1 Overall strategies and policies

Land use – encourage a vibrant mixed use 
centre
It is possible to create a diverse and interesting 
environment by allowing a mix of uses in some 
areas of the centre, while other areas are seen as 
maintaining their existing form and functions.  
The proposed land use diagram (Figure 17)  
indicates future land uses in the centre.

Commercial and retail uses
It is proposed to retain retail and commercial uses 
at lower levels in the commercial core part of the 
centre and allow residential above.  Building heights 
in the centre will be raised to accommodate these 
uses. Cooleman Court would retain two storeys of 
commercial retail at the lower levels. 

A possible expansion to the east of the centre could 
provide future retail with car parking.  This expansion 
could integrate with the existing centre, improving 
internal access and connections to the rest of the 
centre including the Weston Creek green spine. 

The proposal to expand the existing centre to the east 
would allow for development on the northern car park 
at a later stage for mixed use residential development 
including basement and podium car parking. 

The ACT Government may consider the possibility of 
alternative energy systems, including district energy, 
for the Weston group centre for new development 
and redevelopment in line with AP2: A New Climate 
Change Strategy and Action Plan for the ACT (2012), 
and the ACT Sustainable Energy Policy. 

The northern site has good connections to existing 
streets and solar access for residential.  Access 
through the block would be via a laneway or an 
arcade with active frontages.  Mid-block access 
would be difficult to achieve for pedestrian 
connections with any large scale retail development 
on this site. 

In the long term the southern car park could be 
developed for mixed use residential including car 
parking.  
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Figure 17: Proposed land use
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Access from the transport stop to the centre would 
be via a laneway or an arcade with active frontages.  
It would not be possible to locate large scale retail 
on this site as there would be little opportunity for 
active frontage or access from the transport stop. 

The services area will be an area that encourages 
small businesses with smaller shop frontages 
opening out onto the street.  This area balances the 
provision of smaller businesses and street shopping 
available in the centre. Residential use on the 
ground floor will not be permitted.

The continued presence of entertainment areas  
and licensed clubs in the centre is supported.  
It is possible to include accommodation in these 
areas under the current zoning. 

Strategy

• Reinforce the commercial core and allow for the 
continuation of a range of existing uses in the 
centre. 

Planning policy

Enhance the existing land uses in the centre by:

 » allowing higher building heights in some 
precincts to create mixed uses in the centre 
while retaining generally lower building heights 
in other precincts to protect and enhance 
existing uses. 

Community uses
There are a range of community facilities located 
within the Weston group centre that are managed by 
the ACT Government. The government will continue 
to maintain the buildings and services to support 
Weston Creek and the Molonglo Valley as it grows. 
New community facilities are proposed as part of 
the development of the Molonglo Valley; until these 
facilities come on line, the existing community facilities 
in the Weston group centre and in the immediate 
areas, such as Woden, will play an important role in 
meeting the community needs of the local population. 

There is community facility land located close to the 
commercial core precinct and in the northern area. 
Community and commercial uses can benefit greatly 
from being in close proximity. 

Strategy

• The role of the existing precincts in the centre 
should be retained and enhanced by retaining 
community uses close to the retail core.

Planning policy
 » Ensure any existing and proposed community 

uses have good connections to the retail centre 
and to public transport.

Recreation uses
Outdoor recreation is maintained in existing 
recreation areas to the north of Namatjira Drive. 
This area includes formal and informal recreation. 
The recreation precinct also contains the Weston 
Creek green spine which connects the recreation 
areas to the commercial area of the centre.  Informal 
recreation could be encouraged along the Weston 
Creek green spine. Indoor recreation is located in the 
commercial core precinct and the services precinct.

Strategy
• Future development within the recreation 

precinct should promote visibility, access, passive 
surveillance, activity and be inclusive to the 
wider community. 

Planning policy
 » Development in the recreation precinct to 

be ancillary to recreation purposes, with low 
building heights. 

Residential uses
The master plan responds to the increasing demand 
for different housing choice by proposing key sites 
where mixed use residential and supportive housing 
can be developed over time within the centre.   
This includes uses adjacent to the Weston Community 
Hub.  Higher density housing is proposed in the 
centre to provide convenient access to the range of 
facilities and services, including transport services the 
centre provides.  Figure 17 indicates the proposed 
future land uses for the centre.

In future residential developments there are 
opportunities to minimise the use of potable water 
through the utilisation of rainwater capture and/or 
recycling through grey water. 

Strategy

• The role of the existing precincts in the centre 
should be retained and enhanced by encouraging 
mixed use development including residential.

Planning policy
 » Allow higher building heights of up to four to six 

storeys (up to 16–22 metres) in key locations 
in the centre to integrate mixed use residential 
development and accommodation in the centre
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Figure 18: Proposed building heights
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Built form – enhance the existing environment 
Built form describes the mass, form and scale of 
buildings that create and define public spaces.  
New development should be designed to 
complement and enhance the existing environment 
and create places that people can relate to and enjoy. 

Building heights should respond to street form and 
function, the provision of solar access to public 
spaces and the centre’s uses and character.  The 
proposed heights have been tested through a 
preliminary study of the impact of building heights 
on public spaces (i.e. bulk and scale, solar access 
and views) however individual development 
proposals should consider solar access to public 
places or surrounding development.  The proposed 
heights are shown in Figure 18. 

Higher buildings in some areas could accommodate 
future mixed use residential development.  Buildings 
should be stepped back at higher levels from the 
boundary to allow solar access to public spaces 
and pedestrian circulation areas.  Cross-site access 
is provided in future development sites and land 
releases to ensure the centre is easy to walk through 
and maximise the opportunities for views. 

Buildings fronting onto Brierly Street and Trenerry 
Square will continue to be built to the site boundary 
to create an urban edge to the main street and be 
stepped back at higher levels, giving Brierly Street a 
human scale (Figure 19).  

The height limit in these areas will be restricted to 
ensure solar access to outdoor dining areas and 
meeting places (Figure 20).

Buildings fronting onto Brierly Street will generally 
be three to four storeys in height and up to six 
storeys on Block 1 Section 88 (northern car park).  
The cross-section in Figure 21 is indicative of 
development through the services area and the 
commercial core area. 

The cross-section in Figure 22 is indicative of 
development through the services area and the 
proposed mixed use residential development on 
Block 1 Section 88 (northern car park).

Future development on the southern car park 
will be set back to allow solar access into ground 
floor areas to allow year round activity.  The street 
through Whitney Place is a one way street with 
angled parking (Figure 23).  Proposed development 
on the southern car park is up to five storeys in 
height and in the commercial core precinct is up to 
four to six storeys in height. 

Lower buildings 
The services precinct will be generally up to three 
storeys (up to 12 metres) to retain a mix of small 
business in the centre with fine grain development. 
Brierly Street will be pedestrian friendly with good 
access.  The buildings along Brierly Street will generally 
be restricted to four storeys (up to 16 metres).

Figure 19: Buildings provide passive surveillance to 
public spaces Figure 20: Solar access to public spaces and streets 
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Figure 21: Brierly Street typical cross-section  A  (See Figure 37)
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Figure 23: Whitney Place typical cross-section C  (See Figure 37)
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Figure 22: Brierly Street mixed use residential cross-section B  (See Figure 37) 
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Medium buildings 
Heights of up to four storeys (up to 16 metres) in 
the community precinct will support a range of uses 
including future supportive housing.  Development 
on community facility zoned land will be two storeys 
within 30 metres of a residential area in accordance 
with the Community Facility Zone Development Code. 

Higher buildings 
The commercial core precinct and those areas 
where it is proposed to integrate residential 
and accommodation use into the centre will be 
permitted to have buildings up to four to six storeys 
(up to 16–22 metres).

Strategy
• Ensure the built form and density reflect the 

street pattern and character of each precinct, 
contributing to the permeability (i.e. easy to walk 
through) of the public realm and retaining a sense 
of human scale. 

This can be achieved by:

 » integrating all new development with the 
existing fabric of the centre

 » allowing for higher building heights in the 
centre to encourage residential and office use 
in the centre 

 » ensuring solar access to public places and 
streets through the control of building setbacks 
and heights (Figure 20)

 » creating public pedestrian mid-block access 
through large blocks in any new developments 
and land releases.

Planning policies

 » The precinct code will nominate setbacks and 
building heights to integrate new development 
with the existing fabric of the centre.

 » The precinct code will allow four to six storeys 
in the commercial part of the centre. 

 » Ensure reasonable solar access is maintained 
to public places and pedestrian areas. New 
development or redevelopment is not to 
unreasonably overshadow these areas. 

 » Dwellings should be designed to maximise 
the benefits of solar access to living spaces 
in winter and shade in the summer months 
through landscaping and sun-shading. 

 » Ensure future large development sites including 
Section 84 (the southern car park) and Section 
88 (the northern car park) are easy to walk 
through with mid-block access in the form of an 
arcade or laneway with active frontage. 

 » Buildings should be oriented to maximise the 
potential for passive solar design. The key 
residential sites in the master plan are generally 
orientated this way to maximise northerly aspect.

Public realm – encourage high quality public 
realm design
The design of the public realm contributes to 
the amenity of the centre and its enjoyment. 
Development of the streets and public places in the 
centre should enhance the character and vitality of 
the place, including creating a connected series of 
public meeting spaces, streets and recreational areas.

Strategies
• Create well-defined spaces which build upon the 

precinct character allowing opportunities for a 
range of activities.

• Support pedestrian activity and allow for active 
uses that activate the street, such as shops, cafes 
and restaurants.

• Create meeting places in central locations.

• Plan for shade trees and landscaping along main 
streets, pedestrian connections and public places.

• Enhance activity, visibility and passive surveillance 
for active recreational uses along the Weston 
Creek green spine.

• Ensure active frontages in new developments 
or redevelopment along main streets and 
pedestrian routes.

• Enhance the landscape of the recreation precinct 
and investigate water sensitive urban design 
opportunities to improve water quality.

Street hierarchy 
Street hierarchy refers to the function and 
the character of the street.  Function refers to 
the movement types, the number of vehicles, 
pedestrians and bikes and the street’s function i.e. 
whether it is an arterial road or residential street. 
The elements that contribute to the street character 
are the width of the footpath, tree planting, number 
of traffic lanes, type of parking, cycle lanes, building 
height, street furniture and street lighting. 
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Figure 24: Proposed street hierarchy
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Figure 25: Artist’s impression of a possible enhancement of Trenerry Square

Brierly Street will be reinforced as the main street 
for activity and pedestrian use.  The public areas on 
Brierly Street should allow for a range of activities 
and outdoor uses such as cafes.  Some traffic can 
be diverted through Liardet Street.  Other streets in 
the centre will continue to carry traffic and public 
transport as primary traffic roads (Figure 24).

Open places and spaces
Trenerry Square could be expanded to 
accommodate a range of uses and public realm 
improvements and provide a better pedestrian 
environment.  Outdoor dining could be encouraged 
in Trenerry Square by widening the pavement and 
creating more spaces with northerly frontage  
(Figure 25).  It is possible to create places to sit 
in public places including Brierly Street, Trenerry 
Square, the Weston Creek green spine and the 
recreation precinct. 

The enhancement of the public realm should also 
improve the comfort for the users of the centre. 
Street trees provide shade in summer and improve 
the thermal comfort of the public domain.  It is 
proposed to improve the thermal comfort and the 
urban character of the centre by planting trees 

along streets and in public places and squares. 
Landscape improvements should be focused on 
Trenerry Square and Brierly Street. 

A park experience can be created along the Weston 
Creek green spine with informal recreation uses 
and opportunities for art works along the length 
connecting the commercial core precinct to the 
northern recreation precinct. 

The recreation precinct has diverse recreation and 
informal activities which contribute to its character 
and provide facilities for the community.  These 
include the tennis courts, skate park and scout hall 
which are regularly used and contribute to those 
facilities necessary to meet the needs of a diverse 
community.  The master plan recommends the 
retention of these facilities and for future planning 
and design studies for the recreation precinct to 
build on these existing facilities. 

Weston Oval is currently underutilised as it is not 
irrigated.  Subject to a range of future planning 
processes the oval could possibly be restored for 
formal sport and recreation or considered for other 
uses, such as a wetland.



planning.act.gov.au 39

This would reinvigorate the recreation precinct and 
enhance the amenity of the area for incidental play 
spaces and intergenerational use (Figure 26).

The ACT Government has finalised a pre-feasibility 
study on the Weston Creek sub-catchment to 
investigate water sensitive urban design measures 
that can best assist to protect the Molonglo River. 
This work reviewed opportunities and constraints of 
various options to locate a wetland on the Weston 
Oval, and indicated that a wetland development is 
viable.  A technical assessment included factors such 
as existing services, the size of the catchment, levels 
of imperviousness, stormwater volumes, retention 
of one in three month storm events and predictions 
of the amount of sediment, phosphorous and 
nitrogen that a wetland could remove. If a wetland 
was created on the Weston Oval it would improve 
the water quality of the local stormwater catchment. 
The local catchment extends to the north of Weston 
Oval and the south, near Dillon Close. The wetland 
would also contribute to local biodiversity and 
significantly enhance landscape amenity for the 
community. Informal recreation areas and activities 
including a community garden could be integrated 
with the design of the wetland and its surrounds. 

The master plan recommends that a water sensitive 
urban design strategy be prepared for the Weston 
group centre which considers the requirements 
of the broader catchment as well as the group 
centre study area of the master plan for future 
development and redevelopment areas. 

Active frontage 
The design of individual buildings should contribute 
to the overall safety and vitality of public spaces. 
Active frontages at ground floor level are proposed 
along certain routes to encourage activation of 
streets, activity and passive surveillance.  
Buildings should focus activity onto the areas 
that are highly used by pedestrians to enliven 
these spaces and provide for a safe pedestrian 
environment (Figure 27).

Primary active frontages will have buildings which 
are oriented towards the street, with entries to 
the street and which contain uses such as shops, 
restaurants, cafes, community facilities and other 
uses which generate activity.

They will:

• have largely transparent frontages

• not be fronted by long blank walls

• activate corners adjacent to pedestrian pathways, 
and

• generally not be residential uses. 

Secondary active frontages generally: 

• require passive surveillance, and

• may be fronted by shops / restaurants / cafes.

Planning policies

 » Encourage active frontage to the main streets 
and pedestrian routes with smaller shop 
frontages and openings out onto the street. 

 » At corners in development and redevelopment 
in Sections 63 and 65 in the services areas as 
noted in the active frontage diagram (Figure 
27), extend window areas around corners 
of pedestrian laneways by three metres to 
encourage active frontage. 

 » Ensure all development and redevelopment 
facing Trenerry Square and Brierly Street has 
primary active frontage as shown in Figure 27. 

 » Ensure continuous awnings along the main 
pedestrian spine on Brierly Street and Trenerry 
Square where active mandatory active frontage 
is shown.  Awnings are to be provided where 
active uses are proposed. 

 » Continue the zero metre building setback to 
Brierly Street to create a ‘main street’ feel and 
provide passive surveillance. 

Transport – provide for a well connected centre

Access and connectivity
Connectivity and legibility are necessary to make it easy 
for people to find their way around. Improvements 
to pathways, signage and lighting can help by better 
connecting transport stops, car parks, the retail centre 
and recreation areas. 

The key strategy is to establish a safe, legible structure 
of streets, paths, transport connections and parking 
to provide good access within the centre and improve 
connections to the neighbouring suburbs. 
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Figure 26: Proposed open places and spaces
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Figure 27: Proposed active frontages
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Figure 28: Proposed car parking
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Strategies

• Reinforce the existing street hierarchy of the 
centre with Brierly Street as the ‘main street’.

• Locate public transport in central locations with 
active land uses.

• Improve lighting along main pedestrian routes, 
parking areas and transport stops.

• Strengthen the east–west pedestrian connection 
across the centre.

• Plan safe and legible routes for pedestrians and 
cyclists in the centre. 

Traffic and parking 
Parking will need to be managed to cater for the 
increased demand from the Molonglo Valley 
development and to ensure the ongoing viability 
of the centre (Figure 28).  Additional parking will 
include parking for people with disabilities.

Strategies

• Rationalise car parking to keep short-term parking 
adjacent to the retail core and keep long-term 
parking to the centre’s periphery.

• Plan additional parking at the periphery for long-
term parking on Liardet Street and Dillon Close.

• Integrate car parking with new development 
where consistent with broader transport policies.

• Improve signalisation of key intersections to 
improve traffic flow.

• Maintain access to Mahony Court for service 
vehicles.

Public transport
There is the opportunity to improve public transport 
services to the City via Woden or the Molonglo 
Valley and within Weston Creek, as greater demand 
and patronage will result from more people 
living in the centre.  The centre’s location on the 
Frequent Rapid Network presents opportunities to 
progressively develop service frequency of  
15 minutes or better, supported by public transport 
priority measures to make public transport a 
viable alternative to cars.  Centrally located public 
transport infrastructure in the centre will improve 
access to services.  Figure 29 indicates the proposed 
bus infrastructure and bus routes within the centre. 

The intention is that Parkinson Street will become 
the route for Frequent Rapid transport and buses in 
the future. 

Active travel
There is an opportunity to improve connections in the 
centre to enhance the way pedestrians and cyclists 
move to and through the centre and to integrate 
public transport with pedestrian and cyclist routes. 

Strategies

• Reinforce the main pedestrian and cycle routes in 
the centre including Brierly Street, the east-west 
connection and the Weston Creek green spine.

• Improve pedestrian safety particularly on Brierly 
Street and Mahony Court.

• Plan for the connection of shared paths in the 
centre.

• Improve signalisation of key intersections 
for pedestrians to improve connections to 
surrounding areas.

• Plan for cycle parking close to the centre.

• Integrate pedestrian and cycle connections with 
public transport.

Active Living is a policy platform of the Heart 
Foundation to promote healthy living. Active Living 
is a way of life that values and integrates physical 
activity into our everyday routines, helping people 
lead healthier, more active lives.  Walkability could 
be improved in the centre, consistent with Active 
Living principles by:

• improving the accessibility of the centre by 
connecting missing links and planting more trees 
to provide shade and amenity in the commercial 
areas 

• providing high quality supportive infrastructure 
such as bubblers, seating and bicycle parking, and

• improving the surface and width of footpaths. 

5.6.2 Precinct strategies and policies 
There are four types of precincts in the Weston group 
centre; the commercial core precinct, the services 
precinct, the community precincts and the recreation 
precinct.  The following is a description of the 
strategies and policies that relate to each precinct. 
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Figure 29:  Proposed public transport network connections
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Commercial core precinct
The commercial core precinct has the potential to 
attract a wide range of uses.  Active commercial 
and retail ground floor uses in the commercial 
core precinct encourage passive surveillance and 
contribute to activity on the street.  Consolidation 
of the commercial core allows for more flexibility in 
integrating uses such as residential development.

Strategy

• The role of the existing precincts in the centre 
should be retained and enhanced by reinforcing 
the existing commercial core. 

Planning policies

 » Consolidate the commercial core (generally 
Section 64) to ensure the continued provision 
of retail in the centre and to allow for future 
expansion to the east of the existing shopping 
centre, Cooleman Court. 

Detailed planning policies – land uses

 » The proposed list of prohibited uses will 
include those uses that lack active frontage 
to the green spine and are not conducive to 
residential and retail. 

 » Car parking not to front onto main pedestrian 
routes and streets at ground floor. 

 » Parking structures to be integrated with 
the building design with active ground floor 
frontages to main pedestrian routes. 

 » Rezone blocks to the east of Cooleman Court 
to CZ1 Commercial Core zoning. (Blocks part 
20, 31, 32, 34, 35 Section 64).

 » Section 64 associated with the retail 
(Cooleman Court) to be two levels of retail/
commercial to retain future mix of these uses 
in the centre. 

Detailed planning policies – heights 

 » Buildings fronting Brierly Street will be generally 
up to three to four storeys (up to 12–16 metres) 
to allow solar access to the street.

 » Section 64 to be generally up to four storeys 
(up to RL588).

 » Section 64 to be up to six storeys (up to RL594) 
fronting the Weston Creek green spine to 
benefit from amenity and provide passive 
surveillance to the Weston Creek green spine. 

Detailed planning policies – front building setbacks 

 » Parkinson Street has a 4 metre setback at 
ground floor and a minimum 8 metre setback 
above four storeys (up to 16 metres) to achieve 
reasonable solar access and to contribute to 
good built form. 

 » Brierly Street has a zero metre setback at 
ground floor and a minimum 4 metre setback 
above four storeys (up to 16 metres) to achieve 
reasonable solar access and to contribute to 
good built form.

 » The north side of Mahony Court to be setback to 
ensure reasonable solar access to development 
on the southern side of Mahony Court. 

Detailed planning policies – solar access

 » New development and redevelopment on 
Section 64 is to ensure reasonable solar access 
to proposed ground floor south of Whitney 
Place for year round activities onto the street. 

 » Buildings are not to unreasonably overshadow 
pedestrian areas.

 » Development on the northern side of Parkinson 
Street is not to adversely overshadow 
surrounding residents or substantially 
overshadow the southern verge of Parkinson 
Street.

Detailed planning policies – facade articulation

Building design achieves the following:

 » Corner buildings at the intersection of two 
roads provide architectural interest and variety 
to the building design.

 » Entrances to common areas for residential use 
provide strong visual connection to the street 
and ensure a high level of surveillance.

 » Driveways and pedestrian entrances to the site 
are visible from the block boundary.

 » West facing facades incorporate sun shading 
into building designs.

Detailed planning policies – passive surveillance

 » Development adjacent to public open space to 
provide opportunities for passive surveillance of 
public open space.  For example courtyards with 
pool style fencing and upper level balconies. 



46 Weston Group Centre Master Plan

Detailed planning policies – access and connectivity

 » If the eastern retail expansion proceeds, 
development on Block 1 Section 88 is to allow 
for two-way road access along the eastern 
boundary of the site adjacent the Weston 
Creek overland flow path connecting to future 
undercroft car parking on Section 64. 

 » Development on the southern side of Whitney 
Place to have a 4 metre setback above four 
storeys (up to 16 metres) from the front 
building boundary line.

 » Maintain through-street access to Whitney 
Place for on-street parking, access to basement 
parking and delivery vehicles.

 » Provide access to Whitney Place at either end 
of Block 1 Section 84 as a one or two-way road.

 » Provide on-street parking on Whitney Place.

 » Continue to provide access to Mahoney Court 
and the loading area for service vehicles.

 » Retain reasonable access for loading on 
Mahony Court when the northern car park 
(Section 88) is developed.

 » Allow for pedestrian access across Mahony 
Court from the northern car park (Section 88) 
to the southern side of Mahony Court.

 » Provide a minimum 5 metre wide east–west 
pedestrian access on the southern road 
edge of Section 88 as part of the future 
development of Section 88.

Services precinct 
The services precinct in the centre allows for small 
shops and businesses.  The master plan recommends 
the balance of street shopping to mall shopping and 
the encouragement of small business by retaining 
lower building heights in this area.  The expansion 
of Trenerry Square as a community square improves 
links across Brierly street to Cooleman Court. 

Strategies

• The role of the existing precincts in the centre 
should be enhanced by retaining the balance of 
smaller businesses and services in the services area. 

• Maintain building frontages at property 
boundaries on Brierly Street to create a ‘main 
street’ feel (Figure 19).

Planning policies

 » Encourage development of small businesses, 
shops and services by allowing buildings 
generally up to 12 metres (up to three storeys) 
in the services area. 

 » Continue zero front building setbacks to Brierly 
Street. 

 » Buildings fronting Brierly Street will generally 
be three storeys with a four storey element at 
the corner of Brierly Street and Liardet Street. 

 » Allow development on Block 1 Section 66 up to 
five storeys to allow for accommodation uses. 

 » Ensure development on Block 1 Section 66 
does not substantially overshadow surrounding 
residential areas. 

Community precincts
The community precincts are adjacent to the 
commercial centre and adjacent to the recreation 
precinct in the north.  It is important to retain 
community facility land use in the centre to enable 
a range of uses that can provide services for the 
community. Part of Block 2 Section 75, the open 
space opposite the centre on Parkinson Street, 
is proposed to be rezoned to support future 
community facility opportunities.  The land will be 
available for community uses and services that may 
need to be relocated in the centre or provide for 
additional community requirements.  Land adjacent 
to the Weston Community Hub could also be used 
to provide for community uses.  This area is existing 
community land use.  The existing health building 
site could be redeveloped in the future to provide 
for a cluster of uses including community and health 
uses.  This site would retain its existing community 
facility land use zoning.

Strategy

• To continue the provision of predominantly 
community uses in the precinct and ensure 
existing and proposed community uses are 
integrated with the surrounding area. 

Planning policies 

 » Locate future community uses on the corner 
of Parkinson Street and Brierly Street on part 
Block 2 Section 75 opposite the retail centre. 
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 » Rezone a portion of open space (part Block 2 
Section 75) to community land use. 

 » Buildings on Block 2 Section 75 will be 
predominantly two storeys (up to 8 metres).

 » Development to be setback 10 metres from 
adjacent residential development on Block 2 
Section 75. 

 » Provide a minimum 3 metre landscaped buffer 
between adjacent residential and proposed 
community uses. 

 » Encourage a built form that contributes to 
the streetscape and provides an address to 
Parkinson Street. 

 » New development or redevelopment must 
retain three hours of solar access to adjacent 
residents’ main daytime living areas (or must 
not adversely overshadow surrounding residents 
or their private open space, retaining reasonable 
solar access to neighbouring dwellings). 

 » Development on Parkinson Street to have a  
4 metre setback at ground floor and a 
minimum 8 metres setback above four storeys 
(up to 16 metres). 

 » Development on the northern side of Parkinson 
Street to not adversely overshadow surrounding 
residents or substantially overshadow the 
southern verge of Parkinson Street.

 » Encourage development such as community 
uses and supportive housing adjacent the 
existing Community Hub on part Block 1 
Section 21. 

 » Allow two to four storeys (up to 8–16 metres) 
in height on part Block 1 Section 21 as per the 
Community Facility Zone Development Code.

 » Allow up to four storeys (up to 16 metres) in 
height on Blocks 3 and 14 Section 67. This 
is the existing Irish Club, currently zoned 
Commercial CZ6 Leisure and Accommodation.

 » Ensure development fronting the Weston 
Creek green spine provides passive surveillance 
to this corridor. 

 » Development adjacent to public open space to 
provide opportunities for passive surveillance of 
public open space. For example courtyards with 
pool style fencing and upper level balconies. 

Recreation precinct
The recreation precinct consists of informal and 
formal recreation areas, some of which are well 
utilised.  However there is poor visibility to some 
of these areas while other areas lack activity at 
different times in the day and evening. 
The recreation precinct consists of areas which 
meet the needs of specific events but lack daytime 
activity.  Large areas of the recreation precinct are 
not highly developed. It is important to reserve this 
area for further recreation use and enhance it with 
complementary activities. 

The master plan encourages actions to improve 
passive surveillance to existing and proposed 
activities in the recreation precinct and access to the 
recreation precinct across Namatjira Drive from the 
commercial core.  The master plan also recommends 
that opportunities to enhance the landscape in the 
recreation precinct be considered.

Strategies

• The role of the existing precincts in the centre 
should be retained and enhanced by encouraging 
active complementary uses for the recreation 
precinct.

• Incorporate pedestrian access and vistas through 
any adjacent development to Weston Creek 
green spine. 

• Create opportunities for activity along the Weston 
Creek green spine. 

• Enhance the landscape of the recreation precinct 
and investigate water sensitive urban design 
opportunities to improve water quality. 



Artist’s impression of a possible upgrade to Brierly Street
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