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6. Recommendations for Implementation 

6.1 Implementation mechanisms
This master plan could be implemented through 
the following mechanisms, some of which will 
involve further engagement and the opportunity for 
ongoing input by the community. 

6.1.1 Territory Plan variation
A variation to the Territory Plan will be necessary 
to realise some of the planning and development 
recommendations made in the master plan.  
This will be done through a Weston Group 
Centre Precinct Code, which will provide the 
opportunity for building heights, land uses and site 
specific details outlined in the master plan to be 
implemented, including any land zoning changes. 
A community engagement process will allow for 
community consideration of the precinct code as 
part of a variation to the Territory Plan.

6.1.2 Sale of Territory owned land 
Territory owned land that has been identified 
as appropriate for development consistent with 
the master plan and the Territory Plan could be 
considered for land release.  Timing would be 
subject to the government’s land release program.

6.1.3 Capital works
Infrastructure and public space improvements 
are required to realise many of the outcomes and 
strategies of this master plan.  All proposed actions 
and identified public works projects would be 
considered by government and be subject to funding 
through future budgets.  Actions proposed by the 
master plan such as improving access and signalising 
intersections, improvements to pavements, public 
spaces and car parks could be capital works projects 
that could be funded by the government, consistent 
with broader policy and investment priorities.  Some 
of these could also be provided as part of off-site 
works by private investment. 

6.1.4 Commercial opportunities 
The private sector has the opportunity to invest in 
delivering outcomes within the master plan.  
Some investment opportunities are more likely to 
take place in the next ten years, while others will 
become economically viable in later years. 

6.2 Possible development sequence
The following diagrams (Figures 30, 31, 32) indicate 
a possible development sequence for how the 
centre could evolve, with each stage indicating the 
actions or implementation that may occur.  They are 
possible actions that require further investigation 
and are subject to future investment consideration 
by government and/or the private sector. 

0–10 years – potential actions
• Improve amenity and pedestrian access on Brierly 

Street.

• Enhance and enlarge Trenerry Square with trees 
and seating.

• Close off Trenerry Street from Brierly Street for cars.

• Possible retail expansion of the existing Cooleman 
Court.

• Improve pedestrian connections on Mahony Court.

• Locate future community uses on the open space 
on Parkinson Street opposite the centre.

• Allow for the possibility of collocated uses such as 
community and health on the existing health site if 
the site was redeveloped. 

• Consider future uses of the oval including possibly 
restoring it or converting it into a wetland. 

• Increase short-stay parking near the retail core.

• Plan for additional car parks in Dillon Close and 
Liardet Street, particularly for long-term parking.

• Improve signalisation for pedestrians and vehicles 
for the following intersections: 

 » Hindmarsh Drive and Namatjira Drive

 » Hindmarsh Drive and Brierly Street 

 » Hindmarsh Drive and Streeton Drive

 » Streeton Drive and Namatjira Drive.

• Further progress the land release for an additional 
service station in the area. 

• Locate bike and ride facilities close to the bus stop 
on Parkinson Street.
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• Figure 30: Possible short term development sequence approximately 0–10 years
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10–20 years – potential actions 
• Implement possible uses for the Weston Oval 

including restoring it or converting it into a 
wetland.  The diagram of the wetland in Figures 31 
and 32 is indicative only. 

• Investigate possible uses adjacent to the 
community hub including supportive housing 
and/or community uses.  (Figure 36 provides 
an indicative concept of how possible future 
redevelopment could accommodate new uses.)

• Allow mixed use residential development on the 
northern car park with basement and podium  
car parking. 

• Improve pedestrian and cyclist experience on 
the Weston Creek green spine connecting the 
commercial centre to the recreation precinct.

• Create a bike storage cage area for recreational 
cycling on the Weston Creek green spine.

• Create informal recreation areas along the Weston 
Creek green spine including the rocky knoll.

20+ years – potential actions 
• Allow commercial mixed use residential 

development on the southern car park.

• Improve external east–west connection between 
Trenerry Square and the green spine.

• Allow commercial development on the corner of 
Brierly Street and Liardet Street.

• Allow development on the Weston Club site for 
accommodation.

• Develop supportive housing along Parkinson 
Street fronting onto Weston Creek green spine.

• Possibly signalise MacNally Street and Namatjira 
Drive for pedestrian and vehicular. 
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Figure 31: Possible medium term development sequence approximately 10–20 years
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Figure 32: Possible long term development sequence approximately 20+ years
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6.3 Land use – proposed future 
developments
The existing commercial, community and 
recreational land uses contribute to the character 
of the centre.  This plan proposes some changes to 
existing land use to allow for future opportunities 
for development by means of land release or 
leasing changes in order to respond to changing 
demand.  The changes will reinforce the character 
of the precincts and encourage a range of uses to 
complement the existing uses. 

6.3.1 Rezoning to support retail / 
community uses
The master plan recommends changing the land use 
zoning to allow for opportunity for possible retail 
expansion and community uses in the future.  
Rezoning part of Block 2 Section 75 (the open space 
opposite the centre) to CFZ Community Facility Zone 
zoning will support future community uses (Figure 33). 
A landscape buffer is proposed between Block 2 
Section 75 and the adjacent residential area.  
Existing significant mature trees should be retained 
where possible in any future development. 

Rezoning the land to the east of Cooleman Court to 
CZ1 Commercial Core zoning could support a new full-
line supermarket, specialty retail and parking.  Any such 
retail expansion would add to the vitality of the centre, 
providing additional retail choice, and would integrate 
good urban design outcomes (Figure 34). 

Additional car parking would be incorporated with 
any expansion. 

If such a retail expansion were to occur, the Weston 
Creek Community Centre and possibly the Weston 
Presbyterian Church would need to be relocated.  
One option is to relocate the community centre 
opposite the centre on Parkinson Street on part Block 
2 Section 75 (Figure 33). This may occur separately 
subject to timing and funding.  Until such expansion 
occurs the community centre will continue to support 
the Weston Creek community in its current location.  
In this location health services would continue to be 
delivered from the existing health building.  
There could be some impact on surrounding areas 
with the proposed expansion and this would 
be subject to further investigation.  The existing 
playground would need to be relocated to the open 
space adjacent the proposed retail expansion. 

An alternative option is to plan for collocated uses 
such as community and health on the existing health 
site (Figure 34).  Such a development could cluster 
sympathetic uses allowable under the community 
land use which possibly could share some 
common areas.  This could happen in the future 
independently of the retail expansion.   
Future planning would need to understand how 
health services could be accommodated while such 
a development was built.  New community uses 
could still be planned for part Block 2 Section 75 
opposite the centre on Parkinson Street. 
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Figure 33: Possible community uses
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Figure 34: Possible retail expansion and alternative location for collocated community uses

❶  Possible retail expansion 

❷ Existing Cooleman Court

❸  Internal access connecting through to Brierly 
Street

❹  Outline of existing church. If church is 
relocated, vehicle access can be provided 
north of the centre.

❺  The existing health building could be 
redeveloped, with possible cluster of uses 
including community and health uses. Building 
designed to interface with the centre

❻ Open space

❼ Weston Creek green spine

❽  Outline of existing community centre
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6.3.2 Residential mixed use integrated into 
the centre
The development of mixed use residential on the 
northern car park site is envisaged at a later stage 
in this plan.  Any such development could integrate 
residential into the centre close to shops and services, 
providing a range of alternative housing choice with 
shops and small businesses at ground floor level. 
It would provide the opportunity for people in the 
community to ‘age in place’ and for younger people 
to take advantage of alternative housing choices.

Figure 35 is an indicative diagram for residential 
mixed use development.  The development could 
provide car parking integrated within the project, 
consistent with government policy.  
The current zoning of CZ1 Commercial Core allows  
such a development to occur. 

The development could enhance the amenity of 
the centre with improved pedestrian connections 
around the site.  The development would have  
mid-block access linking Liardet Street, MacNally 
Street and Mahony Court in the form of a walkway 
or an arcade, allowing for good pedestrian 
connections to the surrounding area.  
The development would have active frontage to 
Brierly Street, Liardet Street and Mahony Court and 
provide passive surveillance to the Weston Creek 
green spine. Good solar access and views to the 
Weston Creek green spine could be achievable. 

6.3.3 Recreation precinct – possible 
supportive housing 
In the longer term the provision of supportive 
housing could be considered.  Supportive housing is 
the use of the land for residential accommodation 
for persons in need of support, which is managed 
by a Territory approved organisation that provides 
a range of support services.  This site is adjacent to 
the Community Hub and Weston Oval (Figure 36). 

This development could invigorate the recreation 
precinct, provide alternative housing choice in the 
centre and provide for a changing community, generate 
activity and provide good passive surveillance.  
The current zoning for the site is CFZ Community 
Facility Zoning, which allows this development to occur. 
The principles of the development are to:

• provide a mix of supportive housing options that 
have good connections to the centre

• provide links to the surrounding areas, including 
the commercial centre

• showcase good passive solar design and other 
sustainable initiatives

• provide good passive surveillance to the 
recreation precinct and the Weston Creek green 
spine, and 

• encourage community initiatives such as a 
community garden.

The space adjacent to the Weston Community Hub 
could also be used for other community uses.  This 
would be subject to demand, the use of the space 
for other purposes and the availability of funding. 

Cooleman Court

Figure 35: Indicative residential mixed use development

❶  Mixed use residential with 
commercial on ground floor

❷  Mid-block access providing 
good pedestrian access

❸  Shops fronting onto the 
street

❹  Improved pedestrian access

❺  Passive surveillance over 
Weston Creek green spine

❻ Service station

❼ Weston Creek green spine
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❶  Small park, kickabout area 

❷ Community garden options

❸ Possible wetland

❹  Proposed pocket park for 
the community hub (former 
school) and supportive 
housing

❺ Playground relocation

❻  Proposed supportive 
housing/community uses

❼  Proposed connections 
between the green spine, 
the new wetland park and 
the  community hub

❽  Possible expansion of tennis 
courts

❾  Additional parking on Dillon 
Close with lighting and trees 
for safety and amenity

❿  Proposed recreation use

⓫ Community Hub

⓬ Tennis Courts
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Figure 36: Indicative design for the Northern precinct

6.4 Public realm – proposed 
improvements to public places
The public realm in the centre is partly shaped 
by the existing land use in the centre.  This plan 
proposes some changes to the existing centre and 
its public realm.  Improvements to the public realm 
are proposed along main pedestrian routes and 
public places, and will need to be considered in line 
with future budget considerations as development 
occurs. 

6.4.1 Recreation precinct – Weston Oval 
and Weston Creek green spine 
With consideration for future planning decisions, 
Weston Oval could possibly be restored. 

Should this not occur, there is the opportunity to 
consider the oval for other uses such a wetland, 
which could enhance the area and improve water 
quality (Figure 36 shows an indicative wetland). 

Enhancing the Weston Creek green spine and 
allowing compatible uses adjacent this space 
will further activate the area and provide passive 
surveillance for pedestrians. 
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6.4.2 Brierly Street and Trenerry Square
The master plan reinforces the existing street 
hierarchy of the Weston group centre with Brierly 
Street as the main street with improved amenity, 
active frontages and an avenue of trees planted the 
length of the street.  Amenity can be improved with 
the continuity of pedestrian walking paths, places to 
sit and rest and active frontages to provide interest. 

Pedestrian access across Brierly Street could be 
improved by making Brierly Street a pedestrian-
friendly street. This would be achieved by:

• improving pedestrian access at key points across 
the street

• retaining access along the street for all users – 
cars, motorbikes, service vehicles, cyclists and 
pedestrians

• creating a low speed environment  
(20–30 kilometres per hour) where differences  
in speeds between users are minimised.

• keeping the traffic lane width narrow so all 
vehicles must follow another in turn

• locating short-term parking in parallel parking 
bays at points along the street to enable access to 
shops and services. 

Trenerry Square could be expanded to become 
a meeting place with adjacent active frontages, 
pedestrian access and improved amenity.   
Vehicle access into Trenerry Square would be closed 
from Brierly Street, creating a better pedestrian 
environment.  This could encourage uses such as 
outdoor dining.  Building heights north of Trenerry 
Square would be kept low to maintain good solar 
access to the public spaces.  Figure 37 is indicative of 
improvements on Brierly Street and Trenerry Square. 



planning.act.gov.au 59

❶ Proposed pedestrian crossing 

❷  Provide accessway connecting 
the shopping  mall entrance 
through the mixed use residential 
development and to Liardet street

❸ New pedestrian crossing

❹  Loading zone

❺  New weather protection  
(i.e. awning)

❻  Close off Trenerry Square 
from Brierly Street to improve 
pedestrian amenity. Trenerry 
Square could be expanded with 
quality urban landscaping

❼ New cycle route to the centre

❽ Improved pedestrian crossing

❾ Outdoor dining area

❿ Plant an avenue of street trees

⓫  Proposed new pedestrian crossing  

⓬  Improved landscape quality 
(tree, pavement,lighting) to 
encourage walkability

⓭ Proposed pedestrian crossing

⓮  Parkland connecting the centre 
and the southern suburbs.

⓯  Proposed new accessway 
connecting shared way

⓰  Possible future community uses

⓱ Services Area

⓲ Trenerry Square 

⓳ Cooleman Court

⓴  Cross-section A, B and C 
(See Figures 21–23)
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Figure 38: Location of additional service station site
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6.5 Transport – proposed 
improvements to connectivity
The following proposed improvements to the 
transport connections in the centre, recommended 
as part of implementation, are subject to funding. 
These improvements will not only address traffic 
and parking issues but, by supporting active travel 
and public transport, will start to set a framework 
for more sustainable ways of living. 

6.5.1 Traffic – potential actions
The following traffic improvements are proposed for 
vehicular, pedestrian and cyclist movement over the 
next 20+ years. 

• Signalise for pedestrians and cyclists at  
Hindmarsh and Streeton Drive, and Hindmarsh 
and Namatjira Drive.

• Signalise for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists  
at Hindmarsh Drive and Brierly Street,  
Streeton Drive and Namatjira Drive. 

• Possibly signalise MacNally Street and Namatjira 
Drive for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. 

• Upgrade bus priority measures for the Frequent 
Rapid bus service on Hindmarsh Drive and 
Streeton Drive. 

• Slower speed limit on Brierly Street (20–30 km/hr) 
and Parkinson Street (40 km/hr).

6.5.2 Service station 
A preferred site for an additional service station 
has been identified in a central location for Weston 
Creek and Molonglo Valley residents.  This is outside 
the master plan study area.  The preferred site 
is in north Weston off the Cotter Road and close 
to the Kirkpatrick Street intersection (Figure 38). 
Investigations by the Land Development Agency  
have been undertaken to identify a site suitable  
for a service station.  

6.5.3 Dillon Close and Liardet Street 
surface car parking
Work on a feasibility study for the provision of 
additional long-term parking in Dillon Close and 
Liardet Street has been undertaken.  Delivery of the 
car parking spaces is programmed to be constructed 
in 2015 depending on funding. 

6.5.4 Public transport – potential actions
• Integrate a major bus stop on Parkinson Street for 

Woden and the Frequent Rapid bus services.

• Locate bike and ride facilities close to the bus stop.

• Ensure Parkinson Street allows for bus parking on 
both sides and through traffic for the Frequent 
Rapid bus service.

• Realign car park entries to allow for bus stop 
expansion.

• Add a pedestrian crossing at both ends of the 
transport stop back to the centre.

• If development occurs on the northern car park, 
relocate the bus layover and bus amenities block 
to Liardet Street.

6.5.5 Public transport services – potential 
actions

Transport services 0–10 years
• Initially, Frequent Local bus service to Woden at 

peak times.

• Later, Frequent Local bus service to Woden every 
15 minutes throughout the day (timing subject 
to population growth in Weston Creek and the 
Molonglo Valley).

• Frequent Local bus service to Woden links to the 
city centre Blue Rapid.

• Xpresso buses to the city in peak hour am and pm 
connecting to Park and Ride in North Weston on 
Kirkpatrick Street including two additional Xpresso 
services from Network 14. 

• Improve bus services to Weston Creek to provide 
more efficient service.

• Hourly service connecting the Molonglo Valley and 
Weston group centre.

Transport services 10–20 years
• Initially, Frequent Local bus service to Woden 

every 15 minutes throughout the day. 

• Later, Red Rapid bus service connects the 
Molonglo Valley and Woden to the city centre 
(timing subject to population growth in Weston 
Creek and the Molonglo Valley).
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Figure 39: Proposed pedestrian and cycle connections 
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6.5.6 Pedestrian and cycle connections – 
potential actions
Figure 39 indicates potential actions for pedestrian 
and cycle connection improvements.

• Improve the pedestrian and shared path network 
to connect existing sections, providing better 
access to the centre and residential areas, 
including Molonglo and Canberra City, integrated 
with public transport connections. 

• Widen pedestrian connections across Brierly 
Street to Trenerry Square. 

• Upgrade the southern side of Trenerry Street for 
additional uses such as cafes. 

• Continue to use Mahony Court as the service road 
for loading vehicles and improve pedestrian access 
across this street.

• Improve connections from Weston Creek green 
spine to residential areas and the commercial core 
precinct.

• Allow for a cycle route around the centre; however, 
do not have a separate cycle way on Brierly Street.

• Integrate on-road/off-road cycling.

• Improve signage to improve navigation around the 
centre.

• Improve lighting to underpasses to improve safety.



Artist’s impression of a possible upgrade to Brierly Street and Trenerry Square
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7. Next steps

The master plan has been considered and endorsed 
by the ACT Government. 

The key actions the ACT Government can take to 
implement the master plan are:

• Prepare a precinct code that gives statutory effect 
to issues such as land use, heights and design 
details for future development. Introducing a 
precinct code requires a Territory Plan variation, 
a statutory process that includes community 
consultation. 

• Undertake to allow the release of key sites for new 
development.

• Identify capital works proposals for public realm 
and infrastructure improvements subject to 
future ACT Government funding consideration.

Website: www.act.gov.au/weston
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