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JANUARY 2016

Dear Resident,

The ACT Government is preparing a 
village plan for Tharwa. The plan will 
examine key issues and opportunities 
for Tharwa and guide future 
sustainable growth. 

To assist with the development of a plan that meets your 
aspira  ons, we seek your comments on key issues and 
opportuni  es for the village.

The fi rst phase of community engagement will be from 
27 January 2016 un  l 26 February 2016, and include 
two community workshops. These will inform the 
development of the dra   village plan. Posters will be 
displayed in the village to provide informa  on on the 
plan process and how to get involved. 

The workshops will give you an opportunity to par  cipate 
in a collabora  ve process to present your ideas for Tharwa’s 
future and think about how the village can be revitalised.

The fi rst workshop will focus on issues, opportuni  es and 
challenges in Tharwa that will contribute to developing 
a shared long-term vision for the village. The second 
workshop will explore “light and quick”, community-
ini  ated projects to revitalise the village in the short term. 

We will then prepare a dra   Village Plan and seek your 
views on it before preparing the fi nal document. 

Tharwa Community Workshop - 
Tharwa Public Hall
Workshop 1: Issues and shared vision for Tharwa’s future,  
Saturday 6 February, 1.30 – 4.00pm

Workshop 2: Developing strategies for community 
ini  ated projects, Friday 19 February, 5.30 – 7.00pm

Poster displays 

• Tharwa General Store on Wednesday 27 January to 
Friday 26 February 2016

• Tuggeranong Library on Wednesday 27 January to 
Friday 26 February 2016

For further informa  on or to provide feedback please:

Visit: www.act.gov.au/tharwa 
Email: Tharwa@act.gov.au
Comment: haveyoursay.planning.act.gov.au
Call: Canberra Connect 13 22 81

Mail: ‘Tharwa Village Plan’, Strategic Planning Division, 
Environment and Planning Directorate, GPO Box 158, 
Canberra City   ACT   2601

You can register your contact details through the 
project website listed above to be kept informed 
about the village plan process and further phases of 
community engagement.

Aerial view of Tharwa
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Legend
1. General Cemetery
2. General Store
3. Outward Bound HQ

What is a village plan? 
Village plans are a planning mechanism used by 
governments to guide future development of smaller 
townships such as Tharwa. 

A village plan:

• will defi ne what is important about a place and how its 
character and quality can be maintained and improved

• iden  fi es opportuni  es for economic development, 
place making and infrastructure improvements into 
the future

• sets out objec  ves and strategies to capitalise on 
opportuni  es and respond to challenges

• is a strategic plan with a long term vision, not a 
detailed design.

Why is a village plan 
required for Tharwa?
The exis  ng nature and scale of development in 
Tharwa means that a tradi  onal master plan that 
focuses on infrastructure provision and encouraging 
private development is not the most appropriate 
planning mechanism to achieve sustainable growth and 
revitalisa  on of the village. 

Tharwa village off ers a range of unique environmental 
and social a  ributes that can be enhanced to build long 
term viability. These are:

• A small and ac  ve community 

• A picturesque rural loca  on with abundant natural 
and cultural heritage

• A gateway loca  on with excellent connec  ons to 
tourist and recrea  onal ac  vi  es and a  rac  ons 

The village plan process will provide government and 
local community the opportunity to consider a range of 
issues aff ec  ng the village, such as aged infrastructure 
services, a lack of economic ac  vity in the village, and 
environmental and heritage considera  ons.

By working with these a  ributes and issues, a village 
plan provides a shared long term vision and a strategic 
planning framework for ensuring Tharwa’s long-term 
viability. This may result in changes to the Tharwa 
Precinct Code in the Territory Plan. 

Tharwa Bridge
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What will the plan look at?
The Tharwa Village Plan will examine the opportuni  es 
and challenges for the village, including the priority 
issues to be addressed. The plan will also iden  fy the 
opportuni  es for place making, economic development 
and infrastructure improvements into the future. 

Heritage

The Tharwa village is the oldest offi  cially recognised 
European se  lement within the ACT and it retains many 
of the built elements of an early rural se  lement making 
it a valued retreat from the suburban edge of Canberra. 

Whilst Cuppacumbalong Homestead and the Tharwa 
Bridge are the most signifi cant heritage structures, other 
smaller buildings and the local Aboriginal heritage also 
contribute to Tharwa’s picturesque rural village character.

What cultural, social or heritage values in Tharwa are 
important to you?

Utilities and services infrastructure

Many in the community are self-suffi  cient for the provision 
of water and sewage. However Tharwa s  ll faces a number 
of infrastructure and investment challenges given its 
loca  on and size. In par  cular, given the village is within 
an area of poten  al bushfi re risk and that the exis  ng 
non-potable water supply is aged, these will be 
considera  ons for this planning study.

What infrastructure improvements are the 
priori  es for Tharwa?

How could infrastructure be provided in a cost-eff ec  ve 
and sustainable way?

Murrumbidgee River

Tharwa General Store

Economic development

Tharwa has a number of economic, demographic and 
loca  onal challenges given its small popula  on and 
proximity to suburban Canberra. With a small-scale 
economy that has scope to grow, there are opportuni  es for 
new tourism and recrea  on-based enterprises in the village, 
including the Cuppacumbalong arts and cra  s precinct. 
Equally, capitalising on Tharwa’s posi  on as a gateway to 
many of the ACT’s natural areas, including the Namadgi 
Na  onal Park and Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, is important.

The sale of selected vacant blocks of Territory-owned land 
may bring new residents to Tharwa who may add to its 
rural village lifestyle. 

What economic opportuni  es exist for Tharwa and 
surrounding areas?

How can tourism and recrea  on experiences be 
enhanced in the village?

Do you support minor residen  al growth within the 
current village layout?

Environmental sustainability

Set in a rich natural landscape on the banks of the 
Murrumbidgee River and amongst a signifi cant Box-gum 
Woodland ecological community, Tharwa has much to 
off er both locally and regionally. 

Keeping the river’s undeveloped character and conserving 
its natural systems for the amenity and recrea  onal 
opportuni  es it off ers the village is central to the ongoing 
sustainability and future prosperity of Tharwa.

What are the opportuni  es to improve sustainability 
outcomes in Tharwa?



4www.planning.act.gov.au

Community development

Community-based par  cipa  on is at the centre of shaping 
vibrant and sustainable places. Through the workshop 
sessions, the community will be invited to take part in a 
collabora  ve process to present their ideas for Tharwa’s 
future and think about how village can be revitalised. 

What community-led ini  a  ves could be undertaken to 
enhance the cultural and social wellbeing of the village?

When will the village plan be released?
The Environment and Planning Directorate will develop 
a dra   Village plan for Tharwa, taking into considera  on 
community and whole of government feedback. It is 
an  cipated that the dra   village plan will be released for 
public comment in May 2016 and the community will 
again be invited to provide comment and feedback on the 
proposal. It is an  cipated that Government will consider 
the fi nal plan in mid 2016.

Le  : Co  age on Clarrie Lane

Below: Gate on Clarrie Lane


