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 Dickson centre master plan
The vision: a multicultural, progressive and safe hub with a 
diversity of services and amenities for the local and wider 
community, a place where people live, work and play.

The ACT Government has endorsed the Dickson centre master plan as the vision to rejuvenate and renew the Dickson 
group centre, to make it a better place for residents, business and visitors.

The master plan follows extensive consultation with the community and opens the way for this iconic centre to attract new 
retail, commercial and residential development for both day and night activities.

What is the Dickson master plan?

The Dickson centre master plan intends to enhance the essential characteristics of the centre, including the café area 
in Dickson Place and the multicultural area around Woolley Street. It will also revitalise the centre with a range of other 
opportunities for new services and facilities.

New supermarket sites and other sites for  
retail development
Supermarkets and major retailers serve as anchors for 
shopping centres, drawing people to the centres and 
generating new opportunities for smaller businesses.  

As detailed in the Government’s supermarket competition 
policy, the inner north population is large enough to support 
more supermarket outlets including another supermarket in 
Dickson.

As a first priority, the car park between the public library 
and the Baptist Memorial Church (Block 19) will be sold to 
a supermarket operator. This development will include new 
basement parking to increase the total amount in the centre. 

The car park north of Woolworths (Block 21) will be sold 
in the future for retail development, such as a “full-line” 
supermarket and other speciality retail shopping stores. 

The decision to stagger the release of land for commercial 
development recognises the need to manage parking 
appropriately. The master plan seeks to ensure there will be 
sufficient parking for people using the centre. 



More mixed development
The Canberra Spatial Plan identifies the need to meet 
demand for new residents and improve the city’s sustainability 
and vitality. 

Group centres such as Dickson provide appropriate 
opportunities for higher density living.

Mixed use buildings with commercial activities on the ground 
level and residences above bring more people into the centre 
during the day and the evening, adding vibrancy and safety 
to the centre and creating more business and employment 
opportunities.

Six-storey development will be allowed in the Woolley Street 
precinct, along the north side of car park next to Woolworths 
and between Dickson Place and Daramalan College. 

What happens next?
There are a number of steps required to implement the 
master plan including:
 • releasing some land identified in the master plan
 •  preparing a precinct code that specifies land use, height 

and design details
 •  undertaking investigation and documentation to allow for 

land release
 •  identifying and preparing capital works proposals for 

public space and infrastructure improvements.

It will then be the task of the business community to take 
advantage of these opportunities to invest in the centre and 
help it meet the community’s needs. 

Given many of the proposed changes are on existing 
developed sites, the plan is likely to take a number of years. 
The community will be involved at each stage of development, 
either through consultation on changes to the Territory Plan or 
notification of development applications.

Improved public spaces and connections

People want to move around easily, safely and 
comfortably. A pleasant centre offers a choice of routes 
and facilitates social interaction. The master plan 
recognises the need to open up the centre visually for 
ease of movement. 

The retail core around Dickson Square, with its courtyards 
and connecting walkways, will be enhanced. Existing 
pedestrian routes will be improved.

Future development along Badham, Woolley and Challis 
Streets will be required to bisect the blocks with a 
laneway, preferably lined with small businesses.

All entries to the centre will be re-landscaped.

Woolley Street

Dickson could see more mixed use development like this, but up to six storeys could be developed in the future

The master plan includes a new town park

The Dickson centre master plan is available at www.actpla.act.gov.au.
Alternatively, hard copies are available at ACTPLA’s customer service centre, 16 Challis Street, Dickson.


