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Executive summary

The ACT Government has prepared a master plan for the Weston group centre that outlines and recommends 
how this area could develop into the future. The master plan is available at www.act.gov.au/Weston. It is a 
long-term plan that sets out objectives and strategies to manage development and change over time. 

Community contribution was essential to the master planning process for the Weston group centre and overall more 
than 1000 people attended various meetings, filled in surveys or took part in individual conversations. Input and 
feedback from the community was gathered during public workshops and through the use of surveys, information 
displays, feedback forms, ‘meet the planners’ sessions, stakeholder reference group meetings and individual meetings.

This report summarises all community engagement activities undertaken during the master plan study and 
reports specifically on the feedback received during community consultation on the draft master plan between 
17 June and 10 August 2014.

Consistent messages from community engagement on the draft master plan included:

• The lack of a clear action plan and committed capital works to implement the master plan in the short term
was a concern for many respondents.

• People generally supported proposed improvements to the pedestrian and cycle network, more car parking on
Liardet Street and Dillon Close as well as traffic signalisation for major intersections.

• Proposed upgrades to Brierly Street and Trenerry Square as a pedestrian-friendly zone were broadly supported
with diverging views on the degree of traffic calming and whether through traffic should be allowed or one-way
traffic only.

• Introducing frequent rapid bus services was supported; however there was concern about the proposed
implementation timelines and also the lack of direct bus services to the city centre.

• The need for additional car parking was frequently highlighted, including free car parking and existing surface
car parking to be retained in the short term.

• Many respondents felt the current provisions for parking and access for people with disabilities and elderly
people were inadequate and wanted to see improvements at appropriate locations.

• Strong support was also indicated for the proposals to rejuvenate the northern recreation precinct and the
Weston Oval.

• Respondents were mostly positive about the opening of the retail centre towards the Weston Creek ‘green
spine’ via a proposed eastern retail expansion that would enhance the green space corridor, renew the
community centre and minimise disruptions to car parking.

• Nearby residents raised concerns related to the proposed location for the community centre on land south
of Parkinson Street; residents feared the loss of open space, disruptions from noise, anti-social behaviour,
overshadowing, additional traffic and lack of parking.

• Many raised the view that the community facilities could provide more diverse and multi-generational services,
including more services for younger people and people with disabilities.

• Mixed views were presented on proposed new development; some respondents supported increasing
development densities and proposed building heights while another group suggested lower building heights
should be maintained to retain the existing ‘village’ feel of the centre.

• Skateboarding and BMX communities would like to see the skate park upgraded and extended along with
associated recreational facilities.

These key messages,relevant background studies and several of the government’s planning, transport and 
environmental strategic policies informed the development of the Weston Group Centre Master Plan, which 
was released to the public with this engagement report.

A draft variation to the Territory Plan (DV329) has been prepared to incorporate the strategies and planning 
policies of the Weston Group Centre Master Plan into the revised precinct code for the area. The draft 
variation is anticipated to be released for public notification in early 2015. The community will be notified 
separately about the public consultation for DV329 Weston Group Centre. 

http://www.act.gov.au/Weston
http://www.act.gov.au/weston
http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au


The ACT Government has prepared a master plan for the Weston group centre. The study area for this master 
plan is outlined in Figure 1. The master plan is available on www.act.gov.au/Weston and outlines how the group 
centre could develop into the future. It is a long term plan that sets out objectives and strategies to manage 
development and change over time. 

The ACT Planning Strategy identifies town and group centres as strategic locations for growth and urban
intensification for a more compact and efficient city. It recommends that master plans be prepared and
respond to place-specific needs so everybody can take advantage of the centre’s open spaces, housing choice
and modes of travel.

Ongoing community engagement and discussion with stakeholders and the community of Weston Creek formed 
a key part of the master plan process and helped identify what is important about the centre and how its 
character and quality can be conserved, improved and enhanced. Weston Creek has an active community with, 
overall, more than 1000 people attending various meetings and workshops, filling in surveys or taking part in 
conversations during the course of the master plan.

This Community Engagement Outcomes 3 report outlines all community engagement activities undertaken 
during the master plan study and reports on the feedback received during community consultation on the 
draft master plan. The draft master plan for the Weston group centre was available for public comment from 
17 June to 10 August 2014. Further information on previous stages of public consultation can be found in 
the Community Engagement Outcomes 1 report and Public Engagement Outcomes 2 report, which are also 
available at 
www.act.gov.au/Weston. 

Community consultation on the draft master plan facilitated valuable public input and feedback that informed 
development of the final master plan. The master plan considered complex and often conflicting issues along 
with technical background studies and the ACT’s strategic planning context. Therefore consensus was not 
always able to be achieved and not every single comment or proposal made during consultation may have been 
accommodated in the master plan.

Figure 1 – Master plan study area

http://www.act.gov.au/Weston
http://www.act.gov.au/Weston
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http://www.act.gov.au/Weston
http://www.act.gov.au/Weston
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Community engagement approach
The community engagement process for the master plan aimed to inform, consult and involve key stakeholders 
and the community at key stages throughout the planning process. 

The master plan team engaged with residents, building owners, lessees, community groups and ACT 
Government agencies to fully understand concerns and aspirations for the Weston group centre and to 
integrate them into planning considerations outlined in the master plan. Key stakeholders in the master 
plan process were local residents, local businesses, the Weston Creek Community Council, the Weston 
Creek Community Association, local churches, Mirvac as the owner of Cooleman Court, Community Services 
Directorate (CSD), Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate (CMTEDD), ACT Health and 
Territory and Municipal Services Directorate (TAMS).

Community engagement provided the opportunity to inform the community of what a master plan can and 
cannot do. The aim was also to create constructive settings for debating issues, such as public workshops, 
stakeholder reference groups or providing opportunities for the community to meet with planners. Such 
interactive formats can also facilitate social learning about the characteristics of an area and about the complex 
and interrelated nature of urban planning. 

All consultation activities reflect the ACT Government’s policies and guidelines on community engagement. 
Please refer to www.timetotalk.act.gov.au/guide-to-engagement.

Community engagement objectives
The following objectives were promised to the public at the beginning of the project and guided community 
engagement activities:

• The ACT Government will develop a master plan for the Weston group centre with public input to ensure the 
community’s needs are considered and articulated in a shared vision for the future design of the centre.

• The public will be informed on any steps and outcomes of the master plan study. 

• Consolidated background information on planning for the area will be shared with the public.

• Everyone will have an opportunity to raise their ideas and concerns upfront, so any planning will be informed 
by the community’s core values.

• The community can participate in a ‘vision and ideas workshop’ that will inform the initial planning options for 
the centre.

• The community can participate in a ‘design workshop’ to review preliminary planning and design options for 
the draft master plan.

• The public will have the opportunity to review and provide feedback on drafts of the master plan before it is 
presented to government for endorsement.

http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au/guide-to-engagement
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Figure 2 – Master plan process and community engagement for the Weston group centre
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Community engagement activities 

Community input and feedback was sought throughout various stages of the master plan. Figure 2 provides an 
overview of the master plan process and all stages of community engagement. 

Stage 1 community engagement to identify issues
The community engagement process commenced with informing the public about the start of the project, 
conducting a survey and hosting a vision and ideas workshop with the community. A stakeholder reference 
group was formed to provide further comments and review of planning stages. Outcomes from community 
engagement, in conjunction with background studies, helped identify all issues and clarify opportunities and 
challenges for the centre. 

Stage 2 community engagement on design options
Based on stage 1 outcomes, design options were then explored and further discussed with the community and 
stakeholders in a public design workshop and stakeholder reference group meetings.

All outcomes from stage 1 and stage 2 of community engagement were documented in the Community 
Engagement Outcomes 1 report. 

Stage 3 community engagement on the preliminary master plan
The next step was a preliminary master plan, which was released for community consultation in the form 
of a poster display. The feedback received further informed the development of the draft master plan, as 
documented in the Public Engagement Outcomes 2 report. 

Stage 4 community engagement on the draft master plan
A draft master plan for the Weston group centre was released to the public for feedback from 17 June to  
10 August 2014. Several engagement activities, outlined below, were undertaken to inform the community  
and stakeholders of the draft master plan and to offer various opportunities for the public to provide feedback.

Information displays
Information displays were placed in Cooleman Court and Woden Library for the duration of the community 
engagement period between 17 June and 10 August 2014. The displays included seven posters which were 
also available on the Weston Group Centre Master Plan website. Feedback forms and factsheets on the draft 
master plan were available at the information displays as well as a mailbox for the community to leave their 
feedback forms.

‘Meet the planners’ sessions
Two ‘meet the planners’ sessions were held at Cooleman Court and included a poster display of the draft 
master plan. These sessions provided the public with an opportunity to inform themselves, ask questions and 
discuss the draft master plan with the planners. Attendees were encouraged to complete feedback forms.

Table 1 – Number of attendees at ‘meet the planners’ sessions

‘Meet the planners’ sessions at Cooleman Court Number of attendees
1st ‘meet the planners’ session, Saturday 28 June 2014 10am–2pm 250
2nd ‘meet the planners’ session, Saturday 26 July 2014 10am–2pm 100
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Stakeholder reference Group meeting
The stakeholder reference group for the project, comprising local business and community representatives, was 
invited to a presentation on the draft master plan. Their feedback and recommendations were recorded.

Feedback form
A semi-structured feedback form asked questions on aspects of the draft master plan. The public could either 
fill out a feedback form online or at the information displays and ‘meet the planners’ sessions.

Web information and email
All draft master plan materials, such as reports, posters, fact sheet and feedback form, were provided online at 
www.timetotalk.act.gov.au and the project’s website www.act.gov.au/weston. People could also submit their 
individual comments and submissions via email or mail to the project team.

Participation rates in community engagement activities
Table 2 provides an overview of the number of people and stakeholders involved in various stages of the master 
plan study. The master plan process maintained steady public attention and community participation. Overall 
more than 1000 people attended the engagement activities during the course of the master plan.

Table 2 – Overview of community engagement activities and number of people who participated

Engagement Activity Number of participants
Stage 1: Identifying issues
Information session – November 2011 180
Community survey – November 2011 186
Vision and ideas workshop – November 2011 40
Business and lessees meeting – February 2012 11
Stakeholder reference group meeting 1 – February 2012 13
Stage 2: Design options
Stakeholder reference group meeting 2 – March 2012 14
Youth consultation Stromlo High School – March 2012 40
Design options workshop – April 2012 52
Stakeholder reference group meeting 3 – June 2012 9
Individual stakeholder meetings – March to June 2012 12
Stage 3: Preliminary master plan
Information sessions (2) Preliminary master plan – July/August 2012 380
Feedback forms on Preliminary master plan – July/August 2012 64
Stakeholder reference group meeting 4 – November 2012 8
Stakeholder reference group meeting 5 – January 2013 11
Individual stakeholder meetings – July 2012 to February 2013 6
Individual submissions on the preliminary master plan 19
Stage 4: Draft master plan
Newsletter to Weston Creek households – February 2014 8600
‘Meet the planners’ sessions – June and July 2014 350
Stakeholder reference group meeting 6 – July 2014 10
Feedback form responses 86
Individual stakeholder meetings – June to August 2014 4
Individual submissions on the draft master plan 16

http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au
http://www.act.gov.au/weston
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Community engagement outcomes

The outcomes of all stages of community engagement, including the outcomes from the draft master plan 
consultation stage, are summarised below. Key messages from earlier consultation are outlined first followed by 
how the draft master plan responded to these messages. The feedback received during the draft master plan 
consultation then follows, each with a summary and analysis.

Some comments may not be able to be resolved through the master plan process and will require the 
Environment and Planning Directorate (EPD) to discuss further with other ACT Government directorates 
responsible for these issues. Hence, not all community feedback received throughout the process may be 
directly reflected in the master plan.

outcomes from community engagement in stages 1 to 3
The following table summarises the key community messages from community engagement during stages 1, 2 
and 3 of the master plan and how priority issues were addressed in the draft master plan.

Table 3 – Key messages from earlier community engagement and related responses in the draft master plan

Priority community issues Proposals and actions of the draft master plan
Renew tired facilities in the centre and 
consolidate community and health 
services close to the retail core.

Retain community services close to the retail core. Proposed 
public transport stop with a zoning change for future uses 
such as a community centre to the south of Cooleman Court.

Invest in the centre’s services, in 
particular; parking, a new community 
centre, indoor and outdoor meeting 
spaces, a swimming pool, a library and art 
facilities.

Manage the transitional impact on services and parking from 
Molonglo Valley by retaining the existing surface car parks in 
the short term and providing additional short- and long-term 
parking spaces over the next ten years in Liardet Street and 
Dillon Close, and in conjunction with future development.

Allow for a retail expansion including another supermarket 
and speciality stores to the east of Cooleman Court.

Reserve land for community uses such as a community centre 
close to the retail core and public transport stop.

Improve the quality of the public realm 
and its amenity for people, in particular 
related to Brierly Street, Trenerry Square, 
the surface car parks, the Weston Creek 
green spine and the Weston Oval.

Proposed upgrades to Brierly Street and Trenerry Square for 
more pedestrian activity and amenity with wider footpaths, 
better landscaping and social gathering spaces.

Proposed enhancement of the Weston Creek green spine and 
allow compatible uses adjacent this space to further activate 
the area and provide passive surveillance for pedestrians.

Provide safer and easier access to the 
services in the centre by improving major 
intersections, footpaths and cycle lanes 
in the centre, more frequent bus services 
and more long-term and short-term car 
parking.

Improve public transport services with a new bus stop on 
Parkinson Street for improved frequent services.

Proposed traffic lights for major intersections and improved 
pedestrian and cyclist connections within the centre.

Introduce residential development for a 
more active and vibrant centre; this was a 
source of diverse views.

Provide housing choice to support the centre’s services 
enabling more people to enjoy the landscape setting and 
amenity.

Keep building heights responsive to the 
surrounding environment with up to 
four storeys, or five storeys maximum, in 
selected areas.

The draft master plan is recommending four to six storey 
building heights in selected areas identified for future 
redevelopment.
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outcomes from community engagement in stage 4 on the draft master plan 
Overall more than 350 people visited the community engagement sessions on the draft master plan or 
provided their feedback. The key messages from the public are summarised below for each engagement activity 
undertaken on the draft master plan.

‘Meet the planners’ sessions
Comments made at the two ‘meet the planners’ sessions indicated the following:

Parking

• Parking pressures were a concern for residents. They would like to see more parking provided and some did not 
feel the additional parking being proposed was enough. 

• Concern was expressed over the existing low provision rates for parking for people with disabilities and the lack 
of access for the elderly and people with mobility issues. 

Additional service station

• Although there was support for the provision of an additional service station, some residents thought the 
proposed site may be too far away and the suburbs south of the centre would remain underserviced.

Community uses

• While there was general support for the proposed community uses including the relocation of the community 
centre, a number of residents were concerned about noise, night time activities of the community centre and 
overlooking or shadowing of their adjacent dwellings.

• All community facilities, in particular the community centre should provide multi-generational services, 
including more services for younger people and people with disabilities. 

Public realm

• General support was stated for the Brierly Street and Trennery Square upgrades as pedestrian-friendly zones.

• Proposals for northern recreation precinct, including Weston Oval, and Weston Creek green spine were supported.

New development

• Solar access was important to many and should be considered for all new development.

• It was suggested that any new development should provide for buildings to be set back to avoid wind tunnels.

• During the sessions a majority was supportive of proposed building heights outlined in the draft master plan, 
provided solar access and high quality design standards would be applied.
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Feedback form responses for Weston group centre
A total of 86 feedback form to the draft master plan were received. Analysis showed that 56% of respondents 
were male and 44% female. There was strong representation from the 60+ years age group, followed by the 40–
50 years age group as shown in Figure 3. Only a small number of the 0–19 years age group were represented 
in the feedback forms. Previous rounds of community engagement for the Weston Group Centre Master Plan 
involved school groups to ensure the views of the younger sectors of the community were represented as well. 
Details of the household structure of respondents are shown in Figure 4.

Figure 3: Age groups of respondents
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What the centre should look like

Respondents were asked to consider proposals put forward in the draft master plan and indicate whether 
they agreed, disagreed or were neutral in terms of what was proposed. Eleven options were provided for 
respondents to consider, along with additional space for further comments or suggestions.

As shown in Table 4, all proposals achieved sound support and the majority of respondents agreed with the 
ideas and recommendations in the draft master plan.

Respondents were mostly supportive of the proposals to introduce a frequent rapid bus route and put a bus stop 
on Parkinson Street, to improve Trenerry Square and Brierly Street, to expand the walking network and pedestrian 
linkages and to rejuvenate the Weston Oval for uses such as a wetland or playing field. The ideas for adding more car 
parking on Liardet Street and Dillon Close and enhancing the Weston Creek ‘green spine’ also gained strong support.

There were mixed views on the proposal to develop the northern car park, with 40% supporting it and 37% not 
supporting it. Similarly the development on the southern car park achieved 42% support with 29% of respondents 
objecting to it. Other proposals with mixed views were the retail expansion, the development of community 
facilities south of Parkinson Street and supportive housing on community land next to the Weston Oval.

Table 4 – What the centre could look like: level of support for proposals in the draft master plan

Proposals Agree Neutral Disagree

Introduce frequent rapid bus route and put a bus stop on Parkinson 
Street

86% 13% 1%

Enhance Trenerry Square and Brierly Street 85% 15% 0%

Expand the walking network and pedestrian linkages 84% 12% 4%

Rejuvenate Weston Oval for uses such as a wetland or playing field 75% 23% 2%

Add more car parking on Liardet Street and Dillon Close 69% 20% 11%

Enhance the Weston Creek ‘green spine’ 67% 22% 11%

Develop supportive housing on community land between Weston 
Oval and the former school site in the medium term

49% 25% 26%

Develop community facilities on community land along Parkinson 
Street in the short term

48% 28% 24%

Expand retail to the east of Cooleman Court with integrated car 
parking in the short term

46% 20% 33%

Develop the southern car park with commercial and residential 
mixed use with integrated car parking in the long term

42% 30% 28%

Develop the northern car park with commercial and residential 
mixed use with integrated car parking in the medium term

40% 23% 37%

The additional comments received on the proposals recommended in the draft master plan reflected comments 
received during other forms of consultation. Some of the main issues raised included:

• Most concerns related to the proposed location for the community centre on land at the corner of Parkinson Street 
and Brierly Street. Concerns were mainly expressed by residents of adjacent townhouses and included disruptions 
from noise, anti-social behaviour, overshadowing, additional traffic and lack of parking. Some residents suggested 
that the land be retained as open space with better design for outdoor recreational uses and to redevelop the 
community centre north of Parkinson Street or as part of the Community Hub in the northern recreational precinct.

• The need for additional car parking was also frequently highlighted, including free parking and surface car 
parking to be retained in the short term.

• Many respondents wanted to see improved parking and access for disabled and elderly people at appropriate 
locations and felt the current provision rates were inadequate.
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• Skateboarding and BMX communities would like to see the skate park upgraded and extended along with 
associated recreational facilities and asked for specific mention in the master plan.

• Many people expressed the view that the Weston Oval should be rejuvenated in the near future along with 
other recreational facilities to increase usage and passive surveillance for the recreational area.

• Some people requested a clarification of the term ‘supportive housing’ and asked for separate consultation on 
the proposal.

• Lack of public transport from the group centre directly to the city centre remained a concern.

• Some respondents reiterated a desire to maintain the ‘village’ feel of the centre and therefore limit 
development and building heights.

• Others recommended a retail expansion to the west and options for relocating the petrol station on Brierly Street.

• Support was indicated for the extension of the shared path along Hindmarsh Drive.

• Better quality surfaces to walk along were also mentioned along with making the centre a more pedestrian-
friendly zone altogether.

• Requirements for more community facilities that cater for a range of age groups were also raised, and ensuring 
that these facilities are centrally located.

built form and building heights

The feedback form asked respondents to consider the built form and building heights for proposed new development 
in the Weston group centre. Built form describes the mass, form and scale of buildings. The draft master plan 
recommended a range of building heights in the centre to respond to the different uses and the character of the 
precincts, including setbacks for solar access to public places. The draft master plan recommended:

• up to three storeys for the Services precinct with its mix of small businesses 

• up to four storeys for community uses and Brierly Street, which will be pedestrian friendly with good solar 
access and

• four to six storeys for the Core Commercial precinct and areas where it is proposed to allow for mixed-use 
development to integrate residential uses.

As shown in Figure 5 the majority of respondents, 46%, did not support the proposed building heights in the draft 
master plan, while 36% agreed and 18% of respondents were neutral regarding the building heights proposed. 

Respondents were invited to provide additional comments on the proposed building heights and these 
comments reflected the diversity of views regarding this proposal for the centre:

• Some suggested that two to three storeys should be the maximum building height and that four to six storeys 
were inconsistent with the village feel and not suitable for a group centre in general.

• Concern was also raised over allowing four storey building heights for a community centre adjacent to existing 
residential development and the impacts this would have on it.

Figure 5 – Support for proposed building heights
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Table 5 – Categorised comments received under additional suggestions in the feedback form

Categories of comments received Response Count

Parking needs improvement, including disabled parking and access for the 
elderly 15

Improved public transport including a frequent rapid route directly to the city 11

Disagreement with the proposed community centre location 9

Improved community facilities e.g. library, ACT Government shopfront,  
more facilities for younger people, and centrally located 7

Support for the draft master plan 6

Improved cycle and pedestrian connections 4

Consideration for all users of the centre, including access and consideration of 
a seniors fitness park 4

Do not develop open space 4

Building heights should be 3 storeys maximum 4

Implementation of master plan proposals now 3

Traffic flow considerations with new signalised intersections 3

Support for Trennery Square and Brierly Street upgrades 3

Support for retail expansion 3

Brierly Street should be closed to traffic 3

Change surface car parking to underground or multi-storey 3

Consideration of skatepark 3

Landscaping improvements 2

Disagreement with the proposal to develop the surface car parks 1

Centre needs to be modernised 1

Accessibility to green spaces 1

Consideration of noise pollution for new developments 1

Design scope for proposals required 1

Public infrastructure/facilities required, e.g. bike racks, public toilets, pram 
and wheelchair access 1

Greater Government coordination in terms of policies and programs for 
master plans 1
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• Concern was expressed over the proposals for redevelopment of the northern and southern surface parking areas 
and therefore removing convenient access points for elderly and disabled, as well as questioning how integrated 
parking would be provided.

• Others explicitly expressed their support for the building heights proposed and the increase of density in 
strategic locations as a necessity of a growing city and for providing diverse forms of housing.

• Retaining solar access and avoid overshadowing of public spaces, in particular Brierly Street was a key concern 
for respondents, as well as ensuring taller buildings do not create wind tunnel effects, and that appropriate and 
considered building designs are developed.

Additional comments and suggestions in the feedback form for the draft master plan

Respondents were given the opportunity to provide additional comments and suggestions regarding the draft 
master plan for the Weston group centre. 

In this section of the feedback form respondents reiterated many of the messages already made earlier. Some 
of the comments included:

• Adequate parking spaces should be a high priority at all times, including parking for staff.

• Current bus services are not practicable and present no alternative to the car; proposed frequent rapid bus 
services should come on line much earlier than the proposed 20 years and better connections to the City were 
mentioned frequently.

• Proposed traffic calming for Brierly Street is broadly supported although not everyone is supportive of a shared 
zone; some proposed that Brierly Street be closed off to through traffic altogether.

• The proposed location for a community centre south of Parkinson Street is not supported by local residents.

• Generally a multi-generational approach for providing community services is requested with more services for 
people with disabilities and young people.

• The skate park facility is seen as being in need of repair and proposed to expand; user groups offer to discuss 
options with ACT Government.

• It is time for the master plan to move from a potential action plan into implementation as soon as possible.

Responses were collated into the categories listed in Table 5 and the response count for each category indicates 
how many times this issue was raised in the additional comments provided by the respondents.

Individual submissions and feedback
At the start of the master plan study a project website and project specific emails were created as follows:

www.act.gov.au/weston  or  westongroupcentre@act.gov.au 

The project email address and webpage allowed people to raise individual concerns and submit their proposals 
in more detail if required. The project team received 16 submissions through this avenue with comments on the 
draft master plan.

Submissions were received from:

• Weston Creek Community Council (WCCC)

• Weston Creek Community Association (WCCA)

• Presbyterian Church of Australia/ Church of  
St Andrew Canberra

• EVRI Group

• Scentre Management Limited

• Residents of Watling Place – joint submission  
(15 residents)

• Weston Creek residents (9 submissions)

• Irish Club

The complete submissions are available in Appendix 1 of this document.

http://www.act.gov.au/weston
mailto:westongroupcentre@act.gov.au
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Summary of issues identified in individual submissions
The following provides a summary of key messages in the written submissions. Comments have been 
categorised under common themes.

Draft master plan overall

• Many respondents supported the vision, framework and opportunities in the master plan, especially as it 
will service the centre and community into the future.

• A major issue was the proposed timeline, in particular for the provision of a new community centre and 
extra parking, and improving the urban quality and liveability. The community would expect to see some 
works carried out in the first 5 years and not over a period of 10 years as proposed.

• It was noted that Weston Creek residents consider themselves as a community, not an adjunct to Woden, 
and would appreciate this being reflected in the preparation and wording of documents. Weston Creek 
would be a district in its own right.

• It was recommended that the plan contain some visionary elements, that is, aiming to become a ‘model 
group centre’.

• It was noted that pressures from development in Molonglo Valley will grow and there is the feeling 
that by the time recommendations in the master plan are translated into real action on the ground it 
will be too late.

• It was noted that because the master plan can only propose ‘possible’ capital works, there is 
no guarantee capital works will be implemented despite the work and effort that went into the 
development of the master plan.

• A respondent mentioned that she was generally supportive of the intentions and proposals within the 
draft master plans and that she had not intended to submit any feedback, however in the interest of 
representing a small segment of the under 40 years age group found it worth providing comments.

• It was suggested that community feedback should be published on the website so everyone can see 
what comments were made.

Community uses south of Parkinson Street (Part of block 2, Section 75)

• WCCC considered the renewal of the community centre as urgent. Closing the existing community centre 
would release land for the retail expansion.

• WCCC considered the new community centre building should not exceed two stories at the rear and take 
the slope into account; further screening for the residents of the adjoining houses is needed.

• Many respondents were not accepting the proposal that the community centre be moved to public land 
south of Parkinson Street and would prefer the idea of having a joint community/health facility on the 
existing Health building site, and encourage concentration and co-location of facilities.

• WCCA’s reasons why the site south of Parkinson Street is unacceptable to them, were:

 – too close to residences and noise pollution – even the current community centre location receives 
complaints from nearby residents in Watling Place

 – it is somewhat separated from the commercial core of the centre

 – crossing Parkinson Street to get to the new community centre would be relatively dangerous, and

 – many users of the community centre are people living in age care facilities and their access would be 
far more difficult.

• Watling Place residents living nearby strongly objected to the expansion of Cooleman Court that will 
relocate the Weston Community Centre to the open space south of Parkinson Street.
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• Key concerns of the residents of Watling Place were:

 – the reduction of green open space
 – height level of buildings and overshadowing of residential properties
 – traffic congestion on Parkinson Street
 – noise level from the proposed community centre
 – privacy issues and security risks
 – increased unsociable behaviour
 – safety and noise issues from car parking, and
 – traffic noise and loss of property value.

• Watling Place residents recommended the new location of the Weston Community Centre could be 
incorporated into the possible expansion and redevelopment of Cooleman Court along the Weston Creek 
green spine or be relocated to the Weston Community Hub in the northern part of the centre.

• Many respondents first preference was to see the community centre integrated with Cooleman Court.

• Others did not support any open space or existing community land being built on; these spaces were 
cherished by the community, who would use it in different ways.

• Further consultation and negotiations on the proposed community use site and alternatives were 
recommended.

retail expansion to the east

• Many endorsed the need for the expansion of the retail area and accepted that the most appropriate direction 
for that expansion is to the east into the area currently occupied by the Weston Creek Community Centre.

• The preferred position of the Parish of St Andrew was that the conduct of worship at the Weston Creek 
Presbyterian Church continues in its present location, provided a buffer remains around the current building.

• The Parish of St Andrew noted if the proposal to provide access to the planned retail extension is to 
proceed, then continued worship of the Presbyterian Church at the present site will not be possible and the 
congregation will need to be relocated to a new church with the full cost for this being borne by the developer.

• A commercial stakeholder of the Woden town centre recommended not to pursue the proposal to 
intensify retail in the Weston group centre in the current form due to the diversion from the Territory 
hierarchy and the detrimental effect that retail intensification would have on town centres.

• Another comment supported activating the ‘outside’ of Cooleman Court, but the respondent remains 
concerned that the proposed expansion out into the green spine would actually build over one of the best 
existing public spaces in the area.

Trenerry Place and brierly Street upgrades

• WCCC was pleased with the proposals in the draft, in particular to close the entry to Trenerry Court from 
Brierly Street to form a larger and more vibrant square.

• According to WCCC further consideration should be given to making Brierly Street ‘one way’ from south to 
north, tree planting and the provision of an awning along the east side.

• WCCC also noted some redesigning of the car park layout near the Woolworths loading zone would be 
needed in the short term to alleviate the conflicting issues between pedestrians and vehicles.

• Another comment mentioned the lack of detail on what an upgrade of these places meant.

• One respondent expressed concern that the draft does not address the misuse of street and space by the 
Woolworths/Caltex service station on Brierly Street that causes dangerous crowding and traffic jams.
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Parking

• The strategy of keeping short-term parking close to the centre and providing for longer-term parking at a 
greater distance was supported by many.

• Generally the community remained concerned about parking and finds it difficult to envisage how 
additional parking can be integrated into buildings when it is at considerable cost.

• Elderly residents requested plenty of free parking provided near Cooleman Court that would be especially 
needed for senior citizens and parents with young children.

• A resident noted that despite numerous voiced concerns about car parking in the area, this would not be a 
primary concern of people in the under 40 age group.

• Others asked whether the amount of new car parks were really necessary and encouraged to limit 
additional car parking to actual requirements.

Pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure

• It was mentioned that safe access to and around the centre as a pedestrian or cyclist was of great interest 
for families with children.

• The improvements to the pedestrian and cycle connections were noted as a positive move and the ACT 
Government should fund the new paths needed to make Weston a connected and pedestrian-friendly 
group centre.

• The proposed bike and ride facility identified on Parkinson Street should be constructed immediately 
and tie in with a rapid transit/express service direct form Cooleman Court to the city centre and the 
Parliamentary Zone.

• Currently the on-road cycle lanes on the eastern side of Streeton Drive were perceived as worst practice in 
respect to cycle safety and interaction between cyclists and vehicles; they would not meet (as elsewhere 
in Canberra) recommendations in the Austroads research report ‘Cycling on Higher Speed Roads’ (July 
2012) which states that at traffic speeds of 80 km/h (as found on Streeton Drive) and above, a bicycle path 
separated from road would almost universally be the recommended treatment.

Public transport

• It was noted that Weston Creek has the lowest rates of public transport usage in the city indicating major 
changes are required.

• Many noted that currently direct access to the city centre was limited to a few buses in the peak hours; 
more bus services for non-working residents would be welcomed.

• For residents of Weston Creek to use public transport in increased numbers, the service would need to be 
competitive with car travel time; currently it can take up to three to four times longer.

• A comment suggested for the ACT Government to meet its travel targets in respect to travel mode shift, 
there needs to be facilities and destinations within easy travel time of where people live; not providing 
facilities such as a library means that people will have to use their car to use facilities in Woden.

• It was noted there was a Park and Ride facility on the Cotter Road which has the ‘park’ but no ‘ride’.

• The establishment of a rapid route along Parkinson Street was welcomed as was a dedicated bus stop 
adjacent to the retail area and new community centre.

Traffic management

• WCCC suggested that the proposed traffic lights at the junction of Hindmarsh Drive and Brierly Street 
could be unnecessary if Brierly Street was one-way from south to north.

• The installation of traffic lights at the junction of Namatjira Drive and Streeton Drive is seen as problematic 
by the WCCC; it would be a busy junction and considerable backup would occur along Namatjira Drive 
causing associated problems with access to and from Brierly Street and the car parks.
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• According to WCCC, traffic lights at McNally Street and Namatjira Drive would have the same backup effect.

Public realm upgrades

• The proposals for the Weston Creek green spine received generally good support.

• It was noted that the Weston Oval and surrounds have been neglected for many years and the proposals
for the northern precinct would have much merit.

• There were differing opinions about using some of the land for supported housing; WCCC suggested that
any proposed development here be confined to the flat area currently occupied by a play area.

• Public toilets would be needed in the square, near the playground and along the ‘green spine’.

• There was concern about the likelihood of the public realm improvements actually eventuating, given the
master plan was not tied to any funding.

• The ‘Vision’ and ‘Desired Outcomes’ would need to reflect the plan’s emphasis on quality public realm and
green spaces with a focus on ‘sustainable’ and ‘pleasant’.

Services area to the west of Cooleman Court

• It was recommended to clarify the inclusion of residential development within the services mixed use
precinct with higher densities than currently proposed to facilitate viable redevelopment of older building
stock.

• Careful consideration was recommended of proposed height limits along Liardet Street to create the
height graduation from the southern car park to the services mixed-use area.

• It was noted to consider the opportunity to redevelop Block 6 and possibly Block 7 for a north-facing
mixed use residential development that could activate the Commons Court area and create a new public
space within this part of the centre.

New development

• Parts of the community remained concerned about six storey buildings; and did not support the
construction of buildings on the northern and southern car parks if they are to be up to six storeys high.

• WCCC suggested if higher density development was needed for viability reasons, community consultation
and excellent design needs to be considered before the proposal can go ahead.

• Other submission indicated support of the proposed building heights or asked for more building heights in
the services area.

• Clear consideration of a development strategy and development incentives were proposed to facilitate
redevelopment and investment into the real-estate in the services mixed use area to drive renewal in
this part of the centre.

• It was suggested to change the land use zoning for the Irish Club site to allow for mixed use residential
and club use up to six storeys.
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Sixth stakeholder reference group meeting
This group, representing local stakeholders from community and business organisations, met again to 
provide comments on the draft master plan for the Weston group centre. Sixteen different organisations and 
community representatives were invited to attend:

• Weston Creek Community Council

• Weston Creek Community Association

• Communities @ Work Weston Creek

• St Peter’s Anglican Church

• Uniting Church

• Mirvac (Owner of Cooleman Court)

• Presbyterian Church

• Tennis ACT

• Cooleman Court centre management

• Mirinjani

• three nominated local residents

• three nominated local business representatives.

Five meetings were previously held with this group and are documented in Community Engagement Outcomes 1 and 
2 reports. 

The sixth meeting allowed the project team to introduce the draft master plan and its proposed strategies 
and actions. After a presentation on the draft master plan, the group viewed the document and discussed the 
aspects they supported and the issues to be addressed by the final master plan.

The supported aspects included:

• retail expansion that faces east, bringing life to the green spine

• better urban design outcomes for the community associated with the eastern retail expansion

• traffic calming along Brierly Street and enlarged Trenerry Square for pedestrians

• improved pedestrian and cycle access to the centre

• maintaining accessibility to Barton and the city via public transport, and

• northern development around the Community Hub.

Issues and proposed improvements for the final master plan:

• nearness of community facility to residential area creates noise problem

• Presbyterian Church – recognition of need to coordinate with Mirvac regarding the possible retail expansion

• create multi-generational spaces for young and old

• timelines on northern recreation precinct development

• support for extending recreational facilities like the skate park

• provisions for public amenities e.g. toilets

• more car parking spaces

• bring government services to the centre e.g. Canberra Connect

• beautification of western blank wall of Woolworths along Brierly Street

• improve current situation of Woolworths loading dock, and

• remove uncertainty, make it happen and be commercially viable.

Individual stakeholder meetings
In addition to the stakeholder reference group meetings, there have been several meetings with key 
stakeholders to gain first hand insight on issues raised regarding the draft master plan. EPD met with the 
following individual stakeholders to discuss the Weston Group Centre Draft Master Plan:

• residents at Watling Place who live near the proposed community use site south of Parkinson Street
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• Mirvac, owner of Cooleman Court, who showed interest in a retail expansion of the centre

• ACT Council of Social Services (ACTCOSS), tenant of the Community Hub at the former school site

• Weston Creek Community Council, where a presentation was made.

ACT Government
The draft master plan was circulated across ACT Government directorates for their review, comment and support. 
Interagency support is integral to the master plan as there are a number of government agencies that are responsible 
for service delivery and consequently the implementation of the master plan in the long term. These include:

• the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate (CMTEDD), which is responsible for the 
release of Territory owned land

• the Community Services Directorate (CSD), which is responsible for public community facilities, including the 
Community Hub (former school site) and community centre located in the Weston group centre

• the Territory and Municipal Services Directorate (TAMS), which maintains road infrastructure, transport and 
recreation services and urban open spaces, including playgrounds, parkland and public transport

• the Territory Plan unit within the Environment and Planning Directorate (EPD), which is responsible for translating 
the master plan recommendations into the Territory Plan in the form of renewed precinct codes

• the Education and Training Directorate (ETD), which is responsible for public schools in the area, such as the 
Weston Preschool

• the Health Directorate, which is responsible for the health centre located within the study area for the Weston 
Group Centre Master Plan.

Internet and social media
The internet and social media were used throughout the community engagement period to notify the public 
as well as provide information about the master plan process. Information provided on the ACT Government’s 
Time to Talk website included links to all materials and the online feedback forms.

The EPD website also had a dedicated page where the public could access the master plan consultation 
materials, including the draft report, display posters, previous engagement reports and useful links to relevant 
government policies and background studies that helped inform the master planning process.

Links to relevant internet pages and social media included:

• Time to Talk -  www.timetotalk.act.gov.au

• Weston master plan project web page -  www.act.gov.au/weston 

• Facebook - facebook.com/actgovesdd

• Twitter - @EPD_Comms

• Project email - westongroupcentre@act.gov.au  

http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au
http://www.act.gov.au/weston
mailto:westongroupcentre@act.gov.au
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Summary of analysis

The following summary highlights the key messages from community engagement on the draft master plan for 
the Weston group centre and how the final master plan addresses the issues raised. 

In addition to these key messages from the community, the master plan considered technical background 
reports and metropolitan strategic planning policies. Some issues raised during community engagement might 
have been conflicting with others and consensus on all issues was not always able to be achieved. However the 
master plan aims to integrate all issues presented as best as possible.

Compared to the comments received during the ‘meet the planners’ sessions, the feedback form responses 
and individual submissions were more critical of the draft master plan, in particular related to proposed parking 
provisions and building heights. This may relate to the fact that people were satisfied with the draft master plan, 
as indicated during the ‘meet the planners’ sessions, did not see the need to provide further comment or fill 
out the feedback form. Another reason for the diverging feedback could be the different socio-demographic mix 
of respondents. While the ‘meet the planners’ sessions at Cooleman Court attracted 350 residents from a wide 
cross-section of the community, 40 out of 86 respondents in the feedback forms were in the age group of  
60+ years. This older age group, often long-term residents, tend to be more concerned about growth and  
urban intensification, but are also more vulnerable to be able to access the centre’s services.
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Table 7 – Summary of key issues and how the master plan responds

Key messages from consultation Proposals and actions of the master plan

Implementation

The lack of a clear action plan and 
committed capital works program to 
implement the master plan in the short 
term was a concern for many respondents.

The Weston Group Centre Master Plan as a long-term 
strategic plan for the centre can provide guidance on private 
investment and government’s capital work funding.

Land use

A majority of people supported the 
opening of the retail centre towards the 
Weston Creek ‘green spine’ via a proposed 
retail expansion and to enhance this 
green corridor as a link to the northern 
recreational precinct.

Reflected in the final master plan.

There were strong concerns by the 
management of the community centre 
and a group of nearby residents on the 
proposed location for a new community 
centre on land south of Parkinson Street. 
The proposal to develop community 
facilities, including a community centre, 
on land along Parkinson Street in the short 
term, received mixed responses in the 
feedback forms with an overall support of 
48% while 24% of respondents strongly 
disagreed.

The final master plan now outlines two possible locations for 
the community centre should the retail expansion to the east 
go ahead: one option is the site south of Parkinson Street; 
an alternative option is to plan for collocated uses such as 
community and health on the existing health site.

Access to the community facilities site and building heights 
on the proposed site south of Parkinson Street have been 
amended to mitigate some of the concerns.

Several respondents indicated there was 
a need for a greater variety of community 
services to be provided in the Weston 
group centre, as well as ensuring these 
services are intergenerational and cater 
for diverse ages and abilities.

The master plan proposes to maintain community land use 
in the centre to ensure the provision of diverse community 
facilities in the Weston group centre.

There were mixed responses regarding 
the proposed building heights in the 
centre. While people visiting the ‘meet the 
planner’ sessions were supportive of built 
form and heights, 46% of respondents 
filling in the feedback forms did not 
support proposed densities while others 
recognised the centre’s strategic location 
and indicated their support for proposed 
heights (36%). A further 18% were neutral 
on the subject.

The master plan aims to balance the ‘village’ feel of the 
Weston group centre while recognising the centre’s strategic 
location and role for future urban growth. Higher building 
heights are introduced to integrate residential development 
within the centre.  The master plan introduces four to six 
storeys in the commercial core area with setbacks to buildings 
to provide solar access to public spaces in the centre and to 
retain the centre’s character. Buildings in the services area 
are generally restricted to three storeys to encourage small 
businesses and shops.
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Key messages from consultation Proposals and actions of the master plan

Public realm

Proposed upgrades to Brierly Street and 
Trenerry Square as a pedestrian-friendly 
zone were broadly supported with 
diverging views on the degree of traffic 
calming and whether through traffic or 
one-way only should be allowed or not.

Brierly Street will be retained as a pedestrian-friendly zone 
with through traffic in both ways.

Strong support was also indicated on the 
proposals to rejuvenate the northern 
recreation precinct and Weston Oval.

Reflected in the master plan.

Skateboarding and BMX communities 
would like to see the skate park repaired 
and extended along with associated 
recreational facilities.

The master plan acknowledges the skate park in the suite of 
recreational uses to be retained in the recreational precinct.  
Feedback from consultation including requests for expansion 
has been forwarded to TAMS for consideration.

Transport

People generally endorsed proposed 
improvements to the pedestrian and cycle 
network, more car-parking on Liardet 
Street and Dillon Close as well as traffic 
signalisation for major intersections.

Reflected in the master plan. 

Introducing frequent rapid bus services 
was supported; however there was 
concern on the proposed implementation 
timelines and also the lack of direct bus 
services to the city centre.

The master plan incorporates improved bus infrastructure for 
the Weston group centre with a frequent rapid bus stop to 
allow for short- to medium-term expansions to the network 
and to cater for a frequent rapid route that will connect 
Molonglo, Weston and the City. 

The recent release of Network 14 provides two additional 
Expresso bus services from Weston Creek to the City during 
peak time periods. 

Sufficient car parking needs to be provided 
to ensure the viability and accessibility of 
the centre. 

The master plan articulates the following car parking strategy:

• Short-term parking is maintained close to the centre and
long term parking kept to the periphery of the centre.

• A feasibility study was undertaken by TAMS for the design of
proposed additional car parking spaces on Liardet Street and
Dillon Close.

• All new developments (e.g. retail expansion) will need
to provide integrated car parking, consistent with
government policy.

• Any development on the surface car parks may have to
replace public car parking and also provide for the proposed
development’s car parking needs.

The indicative staging of the master plan shows the existing 
surface car parks to the north and south of Cooleman Court to 
remain in the short term (0–10 years).

Increasing the amount of parking for 
people with disabilities and improved 
access for the elderly would aid in catering 
for the diverse population of Weston Creek.

The need to provide more parking for people with disabilities 
has been raised with transport planners and TAMS for further 
investigation. 
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Next stage

A draft variation to the Territory Plan (DV329) has been prepared to incorporate the strategies and planning 
policies of the Weston Group Centre Master Plan into the revised precinct code for the area. The draft 
variation is anticipated to be released for public notification in early 2015. The community will be notified 
separately about the public consultation for DV329 Weston Group Centre.

Information on the Weston Group Centre Master Plan and the relevant Territory Plan variation process is 
available at www.act.gov.au/weston and www.timetotalk.act.gov.au.

http://www.act.gov.au/weston
http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au
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appendix 1

Individual submissions for the Weston Group Centre Draft Master Plan
The following section includes all submissions received regarding the Weston Group Centre Draft Master Plan. 
Please note that personal details have been removed from these submissions.

Submissions 

1 – email from 24 June 2014 – Duffy resident

I reviewed the Draft Master Plan for Weston Creek shopping area yesterday, and I became concerned that I 
could not find space allocated to adequate car parking. I found references to making the surfaces better for 
older folk to walk upon, and to additional trees.. and then noted allocation for future residential units where the 
existing northern car park exists today.

In the pre planning phase some 18+ months ago, I made a submission / suggestion that the only thing wrong 
with shopping at the centre was lack of parking and I made the suggestion that a multi-storey car park would 
help relieve the difficulty of shopping. If such a development is within the realm of the centre owners, then 
sufficient space must be allocated in the draft plan. Would you please clarify for me if an adequate car parking 
facility is proposed, although not obvious in the draft plan, and if not proposed, what facility has the ACT 
Government in mind to allow me to complete my local grocery shopping in normal daylight hours. I need to 
park my car close to Aldi and Woolworths and within the pushing range of a shopping trolley for a 60+ year old.

I have been a resident of Weston Creek since 1988 and I have observed over that period, the snail pace growth 
of the shopping precinct along with the continuing degradation of the public car parking facilities associated 
with grocery shopping and unfortunately, as a result I am not confident that the proposals and guidelines you 
outlined will address my concerns.

Public transport and cycleways are of little help when carrying a car boot load of recycled shopping bags full of 
groceries. I need to be able to park my private car relatively close to the existing supermarkets (preferably Aldi which 
for convenience marks the southern car park for my purposes). Based upon the relatively slow development of 
the shopping precinct and the demographics of the surrounding suburbs, balanced against the slowly developing 
Molonglo division with its proposed shopping facilities, I can’t see much in the way of sufficient reconstruction of 
Weston Creek to provide sufficient basement car parking to address the current faltering facilities.

I do hope that you can plan to improve the current car parking spaces adjacent to the supermarkets to allow me 
to shop during daylight hours in safety and relative comfort.

2 – email from 30 June 2014 – rivett resident

I would like to request that plenty of free parking is provided in the vicinity of the shopping centre at Cooleman 
Court Weston. 

This is especially needed for senior citizens in the area, and mothers with young children. There are new suburbs 
opening in the Weston Creek area and there will be an increase in the population using services in the area.

A lack of free parking is very stressful for all concerned. 

3 – email from 7 July 2014 – Holder resident

I will confine my comments first to some major practical issues I see with the draft plan.

• The draft plan enormously underestimates parking needs. OR It is doing this deliberately to sneakily to introduce 
pay parking? Some provision for multi-storey (even two-storey) parking needs to be recognised in the draft plan.

• The draft plan does not address the single major land-use problem existing at the moment, the misuse of street 
and space by the Woolworths/Caltex service station on Brierly Street. This is causing dangerous crowding and 
traffic jams.
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• The draft plan misses an opportunity to set aside land specifically for a community health centre of some 
kind. This is important because of the increasing number of uses of such a centre among the aged groups 
around and nearby the Weston Group Centre. Some health service activities already exist, but the plan could 
encourage concentration and co-location of future facilities in a convenient and efficient location, such as those 
zoned for “community services” in blocks 12,16,17.

Second, it would be great to see the plan contain some visionary elements, that is, aiming to become a “model 
group centre”.

4 – email from 8 July 2014 – Parish of St Andrew relating to the planned relocation of the Weston Creek 
Presbyterian Church

The Weston Creek Presbyterian Church, located at Mahoney Court Weston, is part of the Parish of St Andrew 
and as such the Parish is submitting comments on its behalf relating to the Draft Master Plan for the Weston 
Group Centre. To expedite responses in matters relating to the future of the Weston Creek Presbyterian Church 
as a result of the Master Plan should be referred to the Session Clerk at the Church of St Andrew at the above 
address because the Weston Creek Presbyterian Church does not have an independent management structure. 

This submission is provided as requested in response to the Draft Master Plan as at June 2014. 

THE PREFERRED POSITION OF THE PARISH OF ST ANDREW RELATING TO THE PLANNED RELOCATION OF THE 
WESTON CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

It is the preferred position of the Parish of St Andrew that, provided a buffer remains around the current 
building, that the conduct of worship at the Weston Creek Presbyterian Church continues in its present location. 

However, if the proposal to provide access to the planned retail extension (as shown in the Master Plan) is to 
proceed then continued worship at the present site will not be possible and the congregation will need to be 
relocated to a new church with the full cost for this being borne by the developer. 

Initial talks have been held with the ACT Lands Authority and potential sites have been identified in the new 
Molonglo development in the suburbs of Wright and Coombs. 2. 

While these sites have been set aside for community use it is understood that purchase will be at full 
commercial rates. 

Requirements for a new church building
A replacement building must replicate the existing building at Mahoney Court which is in the order of 350 
square meters. It contains a hall capable of comfortably seating 100 people at worship with a raised dais large 
enough for the pulpit; the communion table; and a lectern). It has a sizable foyer where the Bibles, hymn books 
and religious literature are stored and members gather for morning tea; internal storage for tables and chairs; 
a kitchen; two disabled toilets, an office and a Sunday School room; together with an external locker for garden 
tools. The current church has full ducted gas heating. 

Preliminary advice from the building industry is that the cost to replicate this building will be in the order of 
about (numbers taken out) in addition to the cost of land and associated road works. However, this cost has yet 
to be confirmed by a quantity surveyor. 

The land requirement 
The current site has allowed the present building to be constructed in a manner to allow for extension to the 
South if needed. The site for a new church should allow for such future extension when warranted. 

The present site allows use of the northern car park at Cooleman Court. There is a possibility we might be 
able to obtain a site at Wright adjacent to a school which would allow use of the car park for weekend worship 
but such parking would not be available during the week when funerals and other worship services will be 
held. Accordingly a new site would require a sealed car park for 20 cars and through access to facilitate the 
movement of a hearse at funerals. 
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We do not have a cost for the land or access road and parking but they could well take the full cost of relocation 
of the Weston Creek Presbyterian Church to over (numbers taken out). It is important that this cost be taken 
into account by the developer before seeking relocation of the church. 

Timing Considerations
It is appreciated that the development of Cooleman Court is very much a commercial decision and that the developer 
(MIRVAC) is not in a position to be certain about the need to relocate the Weston Creek Presbyterian Church at this 
time. However, given the likely demand for suitable sites in Wright and possibly Coombs, it is requested that we be 
advised as soon as MIRVAC has made the decision that they require the site of the existing church. 

It would be desirable that land be acquired and a new church built before we vacate the existing building. But 
should this not suit MIRVAC in which case we may need to find a temporary solution for the Weston Creek 
congregation. Our view here is that any costs associated with this should be borne by the developer. 

Similarly we would expect the developer to pay for removal and storage costs, if necessary, of the church furnishings. 

Removal of items from the existing church building. 

A number of items that are currently part of the present structure will need to be removed before it is 
demolished and incorporated in any new building. These include the two stained glass windows. 

Future Consultation
The Parish of St Andrew appreciates being consulted in the development of the Master Plan of the Weston 
Group Centre and is supportive of it on the condition that we can house the Weston Creek Congregation in a 
new church building within Molonglo which replicates what presently exists. 

Both myself and J. Q. (the Chairman of our Board of Management) are fully briefed on this matter and are 
authorised to represent the Parish of St Andrew and the Weston Creek Congregation in any future consultation 
with the ACT Government or the developer. 

5 – Letter received 15 July 2014 – Weston Creek resident

Thank you for the opportunity to make comment on the Weston Group Centre Draft Master Plan.

I will be significantly affected by the proposed changes, particularly Block 2-Section 75. (Marked as area 6 on 
the maps)

When the changes were originally proposed I expressed concerns about a rumour that there were plans to 
relocate the current Community Hall to the grass lands near Watling Place. I was reassured by several people 
(including the Minister’s Office) that this area would remain clear and the Community Hall was going to be 
redeveloped on its existing site.

This at the time gave me considerable piece of mind.

You can imagine my surprise when the next plan came out identifying that the Community Hall would be 
relocated to Block 2-Section 75 in the short term (0-10 years).

I would greatly appreciated it if further consideration could be given to this matter. The parkland is a valuable 
asset to all the residents who live in large numbers of townhouses adjacent to this land. It provides an area 
where residents can get out of their confined townhouses and the children can play. The parkland is actually the 
reason that I chose my place of residence when I moved here.

The issue of increased noise is a problem. There is already considerable noise from the Hall when private 
functions are held there. You can sit in your house with the windows and doors closed, TV on and still get a 
constant thump thump thump from the music.

Also there will be no privacy, especially if the building is two storeys as indicated. This would allow a direct view 
into the townhouses located behind the proposed building.
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I am also concerned about the increased traffic into Watling Place. We are currently getting parking signs 
erected as the street is too narrow for two cars. Residents in units cannot get out of their cars if people are 
parked on both sides. NOT to mention that Emergency vehicles cannot access the units.

If you feel the need to still put the Community Hall in this area could you at least look to placing the Hall closer 
to Brierly St and leave at the very least half of the grasslands free, especially the are that butts directly onto the 
units. From my perspective this could be developed as a nice garden entrance into the Community Hall.

I confess that I am confused as the size of the redevelopment. If this is to cater for the residents that are 
expected to move to the Molonglo region then why are you not building over there on clean sites.

6 – email from 31 July 2014 – Stirling resident

Thanks for your presentation at the Weston Creek Community Council on the Weston Group Centre Draft 
Master Plan. As I am generally supportive of the intentions and proposals within the Master Plan I had not 
intended to submit any feedback, however in the interests of representing a small segment of the under 
40 years age group (which I note is approximately half of the Weston Creek’s population) I thought it worth 
providing my comments.

Firstly I would like to state that despite numerous voice concerns about car parking in the area, this is not in my 
view, a primary concern of people in the under 40 age group. For those with children, particularly primary age 
children, safe access to, and around the centre as a pedestrian or cyclist is of great interest. The improvements 
to the pedestrian and cycle connections are a  positive move and I would like to see commitment from the ACT 
Government to fund the new paths needed to make Weston a connected and pedestrian-friendly group centre. 
Ideally proposed paths, such as that through the car park north of Cooleman Court would be constructed 
immediately and not be predicated on new development occurring which could be 10-20 years away based on  
timing outlined in the draft Master Plan.

Secondly I am very supportive of the proposed bike and ride facility identified on Parkinson Street and would 
like to see its’ immediate construction and tie in with a rapid transit/express service direct from Cooleman 
Court to the city centre and the Parliamentary Zone (not via Woden, Molonglo or other Weston Creek suburbs 
– which defeats the purpose of an express or rapid transit service). For residents of Weston Creek to use public 
transport in increased numbers, the service needs to be competitive with car transport in regards to travel time. 
Currently it can take up to 3-4 times longer!

I would also like to highlight that for the ACT Government to meet its travel targets from Transport for Canberra, in 
respect to travel mode shift, their also needs to be facilities and destinations within easy travelling time (including 
walking and cycling) of where people live. Not providing facilities such as a library means that people will have to 
use their car (or a lengthier bus trip) to use facilities in Woden. Why can group centres at Erindale, Dickson and 
Kippax all have libraries, plus a recent shopfront library at Kingston, yet Weston Creek is eligible for nothing?

Finally I am supportive overall of the proposed building heights and car parking options proposed, but am 
concerned about the likelihood of the public realm improvements actually eventuating, given that it is not clear 
whether the Master Plan is tied to any funding at all. I note that the Draft Master Plan states that improvements 
to pavements, public spaces etc. could be funded by the government, not much of a guarantee given the time 
and effort in developing the Master Plan. As a local resident, I would like to see that this is not another plan that 
sits on the shelf with no action, until it comes time to prepare the next one.

Also on a matter potentially outside the Master Plan scope, but within the study precinct is the issue of on-
road cycle lanes. Currently those on the eastern side of Streeton Drive represent the worst practice in my 
view, in respect to cycle safety and interaction between cyclists and vehicles. The current on-road cycle lane 
stops and starts abruptly, with differing widths and location of the lane within the road and no clear exit point 
for cyclists where it ends. In addition the on-road cycle lane here (and elsewhere in Canberra) does not meet 
recommendations in the Austroads Research Report ‘Cycling on Higher Speed Roads’ (July 2012) which states 
that at traffic at 80 km/h (as found on Streeton Drive) and above, a bicycle path separated from the road is 
almost universally the recommended treatment (pg.7).

Thanks again for the time spent on persevering with completing the draft Weston Master Plan and I look 
forward to seeing the final released by the end of this year.



 environment.act.gov.au 31

7 – email from 3 August 2014 – Weston resident

I wish to register my strong protest to the development of the open space on the corner of Parkinson Street and 
Watling Place.

I am a resident of Watling Place and have serious concerns about the loss of my privacy, the proposed building 
would look straight into residents on Watling Place, increased noise, traffic in an already congested street and the 
removal of the only grassed area in the region. There are a number of children who use this area to play in as there 
is no space in the units. This could lead to the children playing in the street and that in its self is not acceptable.

There are several alternative options available for the community centre from refurbishing the existing building 
near the tennis courts, or redeveloping the scout hall. The last two making the most sense as this is supposed to 
be a community centre and it would be co-located to other community areas.

I urge you to reconsider your draft plan. Thank you in anticipation.

8 – Letter from 5 August 2014 – Weston Creek Community Association

In broad terms WCCA supports the overall vision of the plan and the various strategies which have been outlined in 
it. We particularly endorse the need for the expansion of the retail area and we accept that the most appropriate 
direction for that expansion is to the East into the area currently occupied by our Community Centre. 

What we do not accept, however, is the proposal that the Community Centre be moved to public land on the 
southern side of Parkinson Street.  In this context we are bitterly disappointed that the Government has moved 
away from the idea of having a joint Community / Health facility on the former health Centre site, currently 
occupied by the Independent Living Centre and other Health related services.

Some of the reasons why the site on the other side of Parkinson Street is totally unacceptable to us are:

• The proposed site on the south side of Parkinson Street is too close to residences and noise pollution is likely to 
be a problem.  Even in the current centre, which is further away from those residences, we have experienced 
some complaints from neighbours and have to manage the noise factor with great care.  From this perspective, 
a centre on the proposed site would be far more difficult to manage.

• It is somewhat separated from the hub of the Group Centre. We have always been near the hub of the Group 
Centre (Cooleman Court) and do not wish to be separated from it by a busy road (Parkinson Street). We need 
to be in a location where Weston Creek residents and visitors can drop into the Community Centre as part of 
their visit to Cooleman Court. 

• Having to cross Parkinson Street to get to the Community Centre is relatively dangerous for elderly people 
and we would expect that many would elect not to risk it.  To have to cross a busy road to get to a community 
facility is not reasonable access.

• Many users of our centre are people living in age care facilities located down the proposed Weston Creek 
Green spine. Their access to our facilities would be far more difficult with the proposed site being further to the 
South and across a busy road.

The reasons why we wish to press for a return to the joint facility on the former Health Centre site include:

• It has always been our philosophy that ill health prevention and community activities go together. When in 
the late 70’s, before self-government, we were negotiating with the Federal Government over community 
facilities in Weston Creek we wanted one building accommodating both. Unfortunately, in the days of separate 
government departments for Heath and Territories, that was just too hard, and we had to settle for two.

• To be located near the proposed Green Spine and adjacent to out-door areas will keep the Community Centre 
within the natural flow of people visiting Cooleman Court. The former Health Centre site offers that whereas 
the proposed site does not.

We do not know why the former Health Centre site is no longer a preferred option, but we wish to press for 
that option to be revisited. A possible solution that would meet WCCA needs could be to move the current 
occupants of the former Health Centre building to the Parkinson Street site currently planned for us, and move 
us (and perhaps others) into a new building on the vacated Health Centre site. 
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9 – email from 6 August 2014 – Weston Creek resident 

Good morning. I have studied the Draft Plan, been to Community sessions with Weston Creek Community 
Council, and studied the display in Cooleman Court.

I make the following comments:

Only 2-3 Storey max height across entire Hub - regardless of Core or otherwise.

The proposed loss of parking is completely unacceptable - in Civic where along Marcus Clarke St all the Parking 
has been built on - no extra parking has resulted for shopper, visitors and workers. To come to meetings to say 
these developments will have parking integrated is just not believable. Why not relocate tennis courts to oval 
- where you offer a lake or other sweetener, and build your proposed developments there. 3 storey max there 
too. If the parking goes - except a few added on Liardet St, we will simply not come to shop there, reducing the 
viability of the area, regardless of the heights you propose. And who asked for these heights? I have met no one 
- young or old who supports them. It is beyond belief that you can expand up and out by a factor of 2 or 3 or 6 
storeys, loose parking and still believe a plan and staff comments that says this will not affect how many or how 
far we have to walk when fully developed. 

Loss of central Community facilities - who proposes this loss and ‘relocation’ Once moved they will always be on 
the periphery of the shops. Near a new Bus stop - well the stop is already there - and it is not well patronised.

Brierly St - upgrade - does this mean a few trees - or wider footpaths - no specifics here. So plan is really light 
on detail - but judging from the illustrations not much will change except a slightly wider crosswalk. Wow – 
aren’t we lucky. I oppose what is in this upgrade - it lacks what i call ‘people friendly’ development, it lacks 
cohesiveness, lacks actual detail re your real intent, allows owners each side to go to 3 or more heights as they 
wish. A cap on all heights must be 3 storeys over the entire area. NO loss of close parking - build around access/
parking, develop outwards not centralise to an even greater extent.

Public green areas - I see we get an ‘upgrade’. What is this - are you going to grow softer grass or have one long 
playground? You lack detail what this entails and no illustrations on this so no idea of what is intended - but it 
sound ‘nice’. The playground and community access should be central to this development. Your proposals fall way 
short of community facilities, people friendly, pedestrian friendly etc. Commercial ethics dominate under what you 
say are ‘planning logics’ - at community meeting recently. This Plan is really selling the community and access short. 
How can an ‘upgrade’ that keep Brierly St parking and kerbs the same as it currently is be ‘people friendly’?

I know you will not like these comments - those oldies hate heights and anything new - but the reality is this is a 
flawed plan, with flawed logic that actually puts our needs and future access and enjoyment at risk. 

Public toilets are nonexistent - those in the shopping centre are too few and minimal as well as placed miles out 
of the way. Why are there none in the square, near playground for kids or along Green spine?

I actually can’t see a good outcome here - except for the further sale of ACT Taxpayers assets, whether we like it 
or not.

You should be required to publish the comments and feedback on your website so we can actually see this for 
ourselves - not a summary - an actual copy of all the feedback back and front of each submission as a viewable 
downloadable PDF.

Of course you see all this as negative feedback. Actually i think you have been highly selective as to what you 
have taken away and included in this ‘draft plan’.

I have attended meetings on Molonglo and Kambah - all much the same. If you join the dots there is a clear 
trend here - and it is not along the lines of feedback in meetings I attended. This is third time - perhaps lucky for 
residents and ratepayers.
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10 – email from 8 August 2014 – evrI Group 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our commentary in relation to the proposed Weston Group Centre 
Draft Master Plan as published in June 2014.

I am writing on behalf of EVRI Group (a subsidiary Company of NDH Property Group)  which has interests in the 
Centre as property (Crown Lease and Buildings) and business owners, specifically noting Section 65 Block 6.

We have reviewed Draft Master Plan for the Centre and are generally excited by the vision, framework and 
opportunities contained there-in, especially as it will service the centre and community into the future. We 
have been an active, local landowner in the Centre for an extended period of time and are a well-established, 
long time property owner, developer and business operations in Canberra.  We have always kept and  continue 
to have an active involvement and interest in the development and management of the Centre.  EVRI Group & 
NDH and its owners have been active in the community and are residents in Canberra since the 1960’s.

We would like to take this opportunity to communicate our strong interest in the successful creation and 
implementation of a master plan for the Centre to provide a strong basis for the revitalisation and future use 
of the locality in a resilient and sustainable form that will serve the community, property owners, business at 
visitors to the Centre.

While we are strongly in support of the general initiatives communicated in the Draft Master Plan we wish to 
take this opportunity to raise a number of concerns with you in relation to the Master Plan intention for the 
lands surrounding and within Section 65. 

We have sought advice from CBRE (attached to this correspondence) and we request that this advice is read as 
part of our submission.  In short, we wish to summarise our concerns under the following headings:

• Opportunities to clarify the inclusion of residential development within the services mixed use precinct to 
facilitate viable redevelopment of older building stock;

• Careful consideration of proposed height limits along Liardett Street (and particularly at Blocks 6 and 7 Section 
65) to create the height graduation from the southern carpark to the services mixed-use precinct;

• The associated opportunity to redevelop Blocks 6  (and possible Block 7) for a north facing mixed use 
development that could activate the Commons St area and create a new public space within this part of the 
Centre; and

• Clear consideration of a development strategy/development incentives that will facilitate redevelopment and 
investment into real-estate in the services mixed use area to drive renewal in this part of the Centre.

We trust that these comments are of use and look forward to this matter being progressed.  We would like to 
re-iterate  EVRI Group’s ongoing interest in the Weston Group Centre and surrounding community and to this 
end are available at any time to discuss the contents of this submission or any matter that you may wish to 
discuss regarding the master plan and this proposed DPV.

Attachments: Advice from CBRE to EVRI Group relating to the Weston Group Centre Draft Master Plan.

11 – email from 8 August 2014 – Scentre Management Limited

Submission not included as permission was not granted at the time of publication.

12 – email from 10 August 2014 – Holder resident 

Thank you for providing numerous forums and opportunities to find out about and comment on the Weston 
Group Centre Master Plan.  As a member of the Plan’s Stakeholder Reference Group I have greatly appreciated 
the opportunities to provide input.  Below are my comments on the draft plan from the perspective of a 
resident of the area for the last 12 years, now with a young family.   

In summary I strongly believe that the 5-6 storey building heights will destroy the current ‘village’ feel which 
residents love so much and which I would like to see retained.  However there is also much to love in the 
plan such as the enhancement of the public realm and green spaces.  The plan has so many well thought out 
solutions to the issues raised throughout  the consultation process that I would hate to see these spoilt due to a 
few but very significant planning flaws which would ruin the current ambience of the area. 



34 Weston Group Centre Master Plan: Public engagement outcomes 2

Plans which I do not support

• New building heights will ruin village feel - The proposed building heights are too high. The one consistent theme 
throughout the consultations and indeed is contained in the draft Plan’s ’ vision’ for the area, is that people like 
the current village feel.  Five to six storey developments will annihilate the current village ambience.  Six storey 
buildings looming over the green spine will significantly detract, not enhance the green spine.  Surely there is a 
sustainable answer that does not involve the whole of Canberra replicating high rises of the city centre.  Group 
Centres should have their own feel and residents have emphasised the desire to retain the ‘village feel’.

• Getting the balance right between development and prime quality public spaces - While I definitely support 
‘activating’ the outside of the current Mirvac owned Cooleman Court Centre, I remain concerned that the 
proposed expansion out into the green spine will actually build over one of the best existing public spaces in 
the area.  With the blank walls this area is definitely an under-utilised space, but I still have trouble seeing how 
simply building over the open space while retaining only a small green verge quite addresses the problem.  I am 
not yet convinced that the balance is quite right between providing an incentive for developers while retaining 
the public realm.  I would love to see developers get the balance right and take greater advantage of the public 
realm along the green spine and in Trenery Square. 

• Community Centre- while not apposed to a potential relocation of the current community centre to the other 
side of Parkinson Street, my first preference is to see the centre integrated with Cooleman Court and the open 
space along the green spine. It seems a wasted opportunity to segregate community from commercial areas.

• The ‘Vision’ and ‘Desired Outcomes needs to reflect the plan’s emphasis on quality public realm and green spaces.  
While I support the vision for the area I would like to see the words ‘sustainable’ and ‘pleasant’ teased out to 
perhaps read ‘…a sustainable built environment which is well connected and supports the quality public realm and 
green spaces in the area…’. It would be great to insert some simple words which emphasises the public realm/open 
spaces to reflect the lovely emphasis already present in the draft plan itself. Likewise with the ‘Desired Outcomes’.

• limit additional car parking to requirements –  Are the amount of new car parks really necessary?  I note that 
the parking study indicates that there is currently sufficient parking, which supports my own experience of 
living in the area. The Weston Group Centre feels to me like one of the easiest places in Canberra to park.  
While this may change, it would be a shame to over allocate prime space to unneeded parking.  I am supportive 
of additional parking on Liardet St so long as this does not involve taking away any of the existing green space 
and the lovely Casuarina trees which makes Liardet St and the underpasses a delight to walk along.

Draft plans supported
• Areas for development - In general I support the proposed areas for development with the exception to the 

issues raised above e.g. disagree with 5-6 storey developments, concern over Cooleman Court expansion 
eating up prime public green space.

• Public Realm - I am very supportive of the majority of plans relating to the public realm and read these with delight.

• Transport Strategies - In general I support the Transport strategies.

• 10-20 year plans - In general I support the 0–20 year draft master plan apart from the exceptions noted above.

• Car Parking – I support some of the plans for car parking with the exceptions noted above.  I in particular 
support introducing long-term parking at the periphery and short-term parking near the centre.

Things I really like about the Plan
• Connections 

• Walking paths

• Improvements to the public realm

• Attempts to integrate the commercial space with the public realm.

I apologise for any lack of clarity about which parts of the plans my comments relate to.  As much as possible I 
have used descriptions consistent with the Draft Plan and the Stakeholder Reference meeting handouts.

If we can just decrease the building heights to no more than four storeys I’d be more comfortable.
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13 – email from 10 August 2014 – Holder resident 

I welcome the Government’s work on the Master Plan, which hopefully will lead to tangible and coordinated 
action to improve the Weston Group Centre and its appearance, infrastructure, amenity, and transport linkages. 
The Master Plan is especially important because of a significant challenge faced by Weston Group Centre: the 
development of Molonglo within its catchment, which will increase demand on local infrastructure and services, 
at least until Molonglo gets its own facilities. In this regard, Weston is unique among the Group Centres, and 
this is a very important master plan to get right. 

Overall there are some aspects of the Draft Master Plan which I would be broadly supportive of – for example 
the beautification of Brierly Street and making more of the ‘green spine’.

However, there are a number of important elements in the Draft Master Plan which concern me, and which I do 
not support and would like to see rectified. These concerns are outlined below.

Public transport
It’s disappointing to see that, while public transport currently appears at the forefront of ACT Government 
policy, with plans afoot for light rail for the other end of town and much discussion of the need to incentivise 
people to get out of their cars and onto public transport, it barely rates the mention in the Weston Group 
Centre Master Plan. The plan makes passing reference to a ‘rapid bus route’ at some point in the future, subject 
to population growth and demand  - but if greater public transport uptake is the objective, more efficient and 
direct public transport links are needed in the area now - not in 20 years time. In my view the population and 
demand are there already for bus services to be improved.

Furthermore, both the Master Plan and the Transport for Canberra policy it refers to are wrong in their focus 
on a future rapid route that instead of going directly into the city, as common sense might dictate, travels from 
Molonglo to Weston and then only as far as Woden, where it terminates. It would require people who want to 
travel from Molonglo or Weston to backtrack many kilometres to Woden and change buses there in order to travel 
into the city. This indirect, inefficient route sounds like it was designed to discourage public transport usage and 
enshrine the dominance of the car in the Weston Creek area. What is really needed in the area is an all-day bus 
route that travels directly into the city, for example via Cotter Rd. While welcome, a handful of expresso services 
and an expensive park and ride that’s hardly served by any buses (no wonder it’s empty!) are just not enough.

Currently, Weston is one of only two group centres (the other being Erindale) without direct, all-day bus access to 
the city. Little wonder, then, that Weston Creek has among the lowest rates of public transport usage in Canberra. 
Given Weston is the second largest group centre, and considering its central location and growth potential, this 
position is simply untenable. As long as the local bus routes remain inefficient and dependent on travel to and 
interchanging at Woden, the public transport and development potential of the area will remain unrealised. 

In my view the Master Plan needs to give public transport issues more thought. In particular it should call for 
Weston to be properly integrated with the bus network through the introduction of direct, all-day bus routes to 
the City. Without this, it will remain a public transport backwater, with circuitous buses few want to catch, and 
public transport uptake nowhere near as high as it could be.

Impacts of Molonglo

The Master Plan speaks of the impacts of Molonglo as if they are far off – however the impacts are already real, 
they’re already happening –the new residents of Wright and North Weston, as well as vast numbers of builders 
and other tradesmen, are already using the facilities of Weston Group Centre in large and growing numbers, 
adding to the demand for parking and creating road congestion. These pressures will continue to grow. There is 
the feeling that by the time recommendations contained in the Master Plan are translated into real action on the 
ground it’ll be too late. Most of the impacts will already have happened with the roads and car parks choked. 

The projected impacts of Molonglo need to be discussed and planned for more thoroughly in the Draft Master 
Plan, with tangible steps for action that should be taken now, before it’s too late.
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Height limit of car park developments
I do not support the construction of buildings on the northern and southern Cooleman Court car parks, if 
they’re to be up to six storeys high. This is excessive and out of character with the area. I understand that 
the argument for such heights is that buildings up to that level are needed to provide a financial incentive for 
developer to provide enough car park spaces to replace the ones built on as well as provide additional ones 
for residents / users of commercial space. But that is essentially a circular argument and begs the question: 
why build there at all? Sounds to me like we might be better off with the status quo of open-air car parks if the 
alternative is six-storey mixed use developments, which in the two or so years they take to get built will take 
away valuable existing parking infrastructure. 

If the car parks are built on at all, developments should be in synch with existing character and height profile of 
the area – two or three storeys, not more. If such developments are not economically viable for the developer – 
please just leave them as they are.

Proposed development of community land between Weston Oval and the former school site
I do not support any open space or existing community land being built on or otherwise compromised in this 
area. Open space is already limited in the district. We’ve seen enough encroachment. The open space that still 
exists is cherished by the community, who use it in different ways. 

There are lots of more appropriate sites for supportive housing – and if there are not, then the planners 
responsible for greenfield developments such as Molonglo should ensure that enough land is set aside for such 
facilities at the planning and land release stages.

Conclusion
I noted earlier that this master plan, due to the uniqueness of the challenge facing Weston, is a very important one 
to get right. While the work undertaken to date is commendable, I don’t think the master plan is there yet yet. In 
particular its treatment of public transport and the impacts of Molonglo appears underdone, and is inconsistent 
with the bigger picture, including Government policy objectives such as increasing public transport usage. 

14 – email from 10 August 2014 – Weston Creek Community Council 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Master Plan for the Weston Group Centre. While this 
draft has had an extremely long gestation we would like to thank you for all the hard work that this has been 
involved and the amount of consultation that has taken place.

In a situation of limited ‘spare’ land, the overall vision for the Group Centre contains many ideas for 
improvement but also some concerning features for the residents of Weston Creek.  

A major issue is the proposed time line.  In particular, 

• for the provision of a new Community Centre, 

•  provision of extra parking, and 

• improving the urban quality and liveability. 

The community would expect to see some works carried out in the first 5 years not over a period of 0-10 
years as proposed in the Draft. We strongly suggest that this timeframe be reconsidered as we are looking for 
something more concrete to happen in the next 5 years.  

Further, the draft contains many words such as ‘potential’ and ‘possible’ which do not assist the community to 
believe that anything is going to happen in a reasonable or acceptable timeframe.
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Community Centre
The Community Council is very concerned that a replacement is in the 0-10 year time frame as we consider it 
to be more urgent and that it should be provided as soon as possible. The proposed site is currently vacant and 
closing the existing Community Centre would release land adjacent to the current retail area for expansion of 
retail. Some residents of Watling Place have voiced concerns about this proposal based on the possibility of a 
high rise building and the loss of views. Council considers that the building should not exceed 2 storeys at the 
rear and take the slope of the land into account.  Further it would seem that there is a need for some screening 
for the residents of the adjoining houses.

Trenerry Place and Brierly Street
Your attention is drawn to the community feedback on page 7 of the Draft. The atmosphere that is mentioned has 
been addressed in the Draft and some proposals are very welcome. In particular, the community are pleased with 
the proposal to close the entry to Trenerry Court from Brierly Street to form a larger and more vibrant Square. The 
accompanying increase in width of the pedestrian crossing supports this idea. We also support the proposed lower 
speed limit on Brierly Street and suggest that it should be implemented fairly quickly. 

Consideration should be given to making Brierly Street “one way” from south to north.  Other elements of 
the revitalisation of Brierly Street such as tree planting and the provision of an awning along the east side 
are welcomed. Although a difficult problem, the retention of the loading zone for Woolworths is regrettable. 
Perhaps some redesigning of the car park layout could alleviate the issue in the short term. 

Parking
We acknowledge some that action has already been taken in the funds allocated for an extra 80 parking places 
and the provision of a site for an additional service station. However, the community remains concerned about 
parking and many find it difficult to envisage how additional parking can be integrated into buildings when it is 
at considerable cost. 

Molonglo grows apace and has been impacting for over two years now.  Any new commercial development 
there may be some years away so the Weston Creek community’s concerns are understandable. 

Policing of the time limits in the car park would also be a positive step forward.

The strategy of keeping short term parking close to the centre and providing for longer term parking at a greater 
distance is applauded.

Public Transport
This is a very contentious issue for residents of Weston Creek. Public transport appears at the forefront of the 
Government’s strategies but Weston Creek is barely mentioned. We have the lowest rates of public transport 
usage in the city indicating that major changes are required.  Currently, direct access to the City is limited to a 
few buses in the peak hours and this is unsatisfactory. 

We strongly query the policy that access to other parts of the city should be, on the whole, via the Woden 
interchange. With the growth of Molonglo, residents of these new suburbs will not want to travel through 
Woden to reach the City.  Travel by bus to Woden will only encourage private car use over Public Transport for 
most people and enshrine the dominance of the car in the Weston Creek/Molonglo  area. 

The establishment of a rapid route along Parkinson Street is welcomed as is a dedicated bus stop adjacent 
to the retail area and new Community Centre.  Council would prefer the providing of indented bus bays in 
Parkinson Street rather than widening the road.

It is interesting that we have a Park and Ride facility on the Cotter Road which has the ‘park’ but no ‘ride’.  If a 
bus direct to the City were provided once in the morning and once in the afternoon this could accommodate 
non-working residents.
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Traffic arrangements

The installation of traffic lights at the Junction of Namitjira Drive and Streeton Drive is problematic as it is a busy 
junction and considerable backup would occur along Namitjira Drive causing associated problems with access 
to and from Brierly Street and the car parks though if Brierly Street were to become one-way lights here would 
likely become very important. 

Council is concerned that traffic lights at McNally Street and Namitjira Drive would have the same back-up 
effect. We suggest that the proposed traffic lights at the junction of Hindmarsh Drive and Brierly Street could be 
unnecessary if Brierly Street was one way from South to North.

Public realm
On the Eastern side of the Group Centre the ‘green spine’ receives some comment but very little practical 
attention except for a comment to activate the area. While it is appreciated that any major changes are 
dependent on the design of new buildings, appropriate maintenance and some investment in seating and 
planting would enhance the area considerably. 

Similar comments could be made about Weston Oval and surrounds. This area has been neglected for many 
years apart from the construction of the skate park which is well used. We consider that this should remain as 
primarily public land and the plan shown in figure 35 has much merit. 

However, there are differing opinions about using some of the land for supported housing and it is suggested 
that any proposed development here be confined to the flat area currently occupied by a play area leaving the 
oval area for community use.

Built Environment
There are several issues which raise concerns for the community not the least of which are the proposed 
building heights. It is understood that the lack of vacant land hampers the development of the Group Centre 
but the community remains concerned about ‘high rise’ buildings. Whilst 3 and 4 storeys would reflect the 
height of the existing shopping centre a 6 story development may be strongly resisted by the community. 

We acknowledge there may be a need for development to be higher in order to be viable but this needs careful 
consideration, consultation and above all excellent design before any proposal should go forward.

Weston Creek and Woden
Weston Creek residents consider themselves as a community not as an adjunct to Woden and would appreciate 
this being reflected in the preparation and wording of documents as Weston Creek is a District in its own right in 
the Territory Plan 

As mentioned previously the Community would like to see early progress in the delivery of some elements of 
this draft plan to show that the Government is sincere.

Council would be happy to discuss this further in order to gain the best possible outcome for the residents of 
Weston Creek

15 – email from 10 August 2014 – Weston residents of 8 Watling Place (signed by 15 residents)

The residents of Watling Place strongly object to the expansion of Cooleman Court that will relocate the Weston 
Community Centre to the open space on Parkinson Street, Weston - (Part of Block 2, Section 75).

Residents of Watling Place submitted feedback to the preliminary plan in 2013 opposing any development to be 
built on the green open space, corner of Parkinson and Brierly Streets.  These comments provided by residents 
have not been considered in the draft master plan.

In the draft master plan the green open space between Brierly and Parkinson Streets proposal to rezone this 
area to: PRZ1 – Urban Open Space Zone for community facilities of two buildings/up to four storeys.  As 
outlined in the PRZ1 – Urban Open Space Zone – Zone Development, objective e) Ensure that development 
does not unacceptably affect the landscape or scenic quality of the area, adequacy of open space for other 
purposes access to open space, or amenity of adjoining residents.  The proposed rezoning to incorporate the 
buildings will particularly impact on the lifestyles and wellbeing for all the residents of 8 Watling Place, Weston.  



The residents’ concerns are as follows:

Major Key Issues
• The reduction of existing green open space area.

• Height level of buildings/overshadowing from the proposed two/four storey building on the corner of 
Brierly and Parkinson Streets will restrict natural sun light to units.

• Major traffic congestion on Parkinson Street.

• Noise level from the proposed community centres will increase dramatically for all existing residents in the area.

• The noise level with the existing community centre is an on-going issue.  ACT Government – TAMS is aware 
of this issue.

• Privacy issues for all residents in the area. 

• Security risk for residents/landscape screening buffer – theft, property damage, graffiti.

• Increased unsociable behaviour in the area.

• Proposed Community Centre car park – safety and noise issues.

• Traffic noise - entrance road from Watling Place into the proposed community centre.

• Loss of property values.

Background
The proposed new community centre buildings will impact on residents of Watling Place as the height of two/
four level buildings will overshadow the complex and reduce natural sun light that presently filters through into 
the units.  This is one of the great assets of the architecture of these townhouses which uses the natural sun 
light than artificial light to heat the units which is energy efficient.  Also, having greenery – saves money. (as 
stated in the attached media clippings)

The noise from the current community centre during events already disturbs residents in the area on a regular 
basis.  Loud music, unsociable behaviour, rubbish left after an event in residents gardens and the surrounding 
area is ongoing.  Police and TAMS have received complaints by residents regularly when events are held at 
the community centre.  Residents of Watling Place have also made formal complaints to the Manager of the 
Community Centre regarding noise level and unsociable behaviour when events are held.  These complaints 
have not been addressed, dealt with or followed up.

With regard to building a new community centre in this area, the two storey proposed buildings, situated only 
30 metres away from residential properties is a major concern.  The residents have ongoing complaints with the 
community centre regarding noise level and unsociable behaviour.  These issues are continual and to date have 
not been addressed or resolved.  

Traffic noise and traffic congestion problems will increase due to the proposed rapid bus system on Parkinson 
Street.  The proposed in-out entrance to the community centre off Watling Place will be a traffic hazard and a 
continual annoyance for residents as the street is small and services 49 townhouses, a church and a church hall.  
The ESDD would be unaware, that when the church holds events eg. funeral or book fair, it is extremely difficult 
to get in-out of Watling Place.  This is also a safety risk for young children and pedestrians.

Lack of privacy and security for residents is also a major concern, as employees who work in the community 
centre building would be able to view into the residents private bedrooms/lounge areas.  Unit owners will 
be unable to socialise privately in their private courtyards, due to the proposed height and location of the 
community centre overlooking into the complex.



The community centre facilities will increase the amount of people who visit this area which was originally 
designed for residential purposes.  Vandalism and burglary is another major concern for residents.  The 
landscape buffer that is suggested will need to be kept trimmed regularly.  

The AFP recommendations regarding property security, states: plantation screening around property should 
be kept at a low height, to minimise break-ins and vandalism.  The proposed planting and screening for the 
privacy and noise buffer between the residents boundary and the community centre negates what the AFP’s 
recommendations state.  Screening close to the residence properties could be climbed onto thus gain access or 
to hide in.  The screening could also target graffiti to the units’ boundary brick fences, the residents would incur 
the cost of removal. 

The proposed community car park will encourage hoon related activities such as burnouts and doughnuts, 
which is prevalent in the Weston area.  The noise will affect residents as the proposed car park and driveway 
will be situated within our front yards.

When owners purchased their properties there was no proposal for community related buildings to be 
developed on this open green space.  This open green area is an appealing feature to the properties and this 
proposal will impact greatly on the ‘loss of property value’ to owners.  As indicated in the Domain real estate 
section of the Canberra Times, 12 July 2014, it states that having a property that features a back yard in a 
“green” neighbourhood with trees, parks and gardens is important for property buyers.

What is a quiet residential cul-de-sac will become fronted by a wall of large buildings and car parks which is not 
appealing for future property buyers.  The aspect of Watling Place townhouses were designed to overlook open 
green space.  

Additional comments
The ACT Chief Minister, Katy Gallagher MLA has voiced her personal delight for Canberra being urban, open 
space with recreation areas for all Canberrans to enjoy!

Articles from Katy Gallagher:

• media release posted 1 October 2012 - “Making Canberra Even Stronger” - “Canberrans are passionate 
about their local places and spaces and we want to continue to invest to make them safer and cleaner and 
importantly, meet the needs of our community so they are enjoyed by everyone”.  
(website address: www.katygallagher.net/?p=2387).

• The Chronicle article - 1 July 2014– What I love about Canberra, ACT Chief Minister Katy Gallagher, stipulates 
that “Canberra – known to some as the bush capital – boasts some of the best parks and urban open spaces in 
Australia.  I love seeing Canberrans out enjoying these spaces with their friend and families for exercise or just a 
simple picnic”. (see attached article 1).

Article in the Canberra Times

• Domain real estate section of the Canberra Times - 12 July 2014 - an independent survey has discovered 
another feature tops them all: having a home with back yard in a green neighbourhood with trees, parks and 
gardens.  Australians are willing to pay an average of $34,000 more for a home – or an extra 7% of its value. 
(see attached article 2).

The open green space was never designed for the amount of development that is being proposed and 
considered for the Cooleman Court precinct.  The proposed buildings of a large complex on this small green 
space will ruin the village-type atmosphere that the Weston shopping area currently enjoys.  The area will 
become a concrete jungle similar to other areas of Canberra - eg Belconnen Town Centre.  

Additionally, a notable omission is that the draft master plan does not show the existing residential 
development on both sides of Watling Place. This would appear that these developments do not exist.  Does 
this mean that Watling Place resident’s voice will not be heard!

http://www.katygallagher.net/?p=2387
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Recommendations
Keep the open green space.

The residents of 8 Watling Place are seeking that the ESDD consider the comments raised and for the issues 
to be incorporated into the final master plan.  The issues in the submission will affect the quality of life and 
wellbeing for all the residents of Watling Place.

Residents of Watling Place, foresee the green open space to be used by members of the public for socialising 
and picnics, as the Chief Minister has mentioned in the above media articles.  An outdoor recreation area, 
playground/picnic facilities, seating and shade for would be an appealing aspect for this area.  Similar to the 
area situated at the Chifley Shops.

The new location of the Weston Community Centre can be incorporated into the possible development/
redevelopment expansion of Cooleman Court on the Weston Creek Green Spine or for the community centre to 
be relocated to the Weston Hub – Northern Precinct.

16 – Late submission – email from 15 August 2014 – Irish Club

Submission not included as permission was not granted at the time of publication
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