
 

 

Summary of Chapman Consultation Group Meeting – Tuesday 8 August 2017 

The Housing Renewal Taskforce (the Taskforce) met with representatives of the Chapman 

community and the Weston Creek Community Council (WCCC) to further discuss the proposed 

public housing development for Block 1 Section 45 Chapman. Also in attendance were 

representatives from Woden Community Services (WCS) and the Environment, Planning and 

Sustainable Development Directorate (EPSDD). 

The Taskforce presented to the group a revised design concept that addressed feedback received 

during the last stakeholder meeting, including: 

 a further reduction in dwelling numbers from 24 to 20  

 improved turning circles to resolve concerns around waste collection   

 reduced footprint of the development site (by approximately 300m2) to ensure one of the 

existing trees remains within the residual Community Facilities-Zoned portion of the site  

 indicative location of fire hydrants (exact locations will be identified during the Building 

Approval phase). 

The Taskforce also presented elevations of the site to illustrate the scale of the proposed 

development in context to neighbouring properties, taken from the visual aspect of Darwinia 

Terrace and Percy Crescent.  

Members of the Chapman community commented that there was a lot to be pleased about as the 

improved design concept had responded to design issues raised during stakeholder meetings.  

Members of the Chapman community held a public meeting on site last week to present the design 

concept of 24 dwellings. The group reported that there was no community support for 24 dwellings 

and there were concerns about the density of the development compared with the rest of Chapman 

and other areas in Weston Creek. The WCCC noted that all suburbs in Canberra were changing, some 

from low to medium density, and that it wasn’t necessarily to their detriment.  

The group again raised the management of public housing tenancies. Woden Community Services 

invited the group to attend a meeting with Linking in With New Communities Taskforce (LINCT).  

The group discussed the location of the community fire unit in relation to the local layout. While 

there were no specific objections to the indicative location on the design concept, the Taskforce will 

consult the fire expert to confirm the most appropriate location to store the unit.  

The group commented on the high quality of the design materials shown on the elevations 

document. The Taskforce advised that the materials had been selected based on several visits to the 

site and surrounding neighbourhood, taking particular note of recent knock-down and rebuild sites 

in the area. The WCCC representative made the point that high quality, low maintenance designs 

increased tenants’ sense of ownership which had a positive impact on property maintenance. 



 

The Taskforce reiterated that all building materials used in construction will exceed the required 

minimum bushfire attack level (BAL) and that the design concept, including building materials and 

the landscape plan, were highly considerate of bushfire issues. The Taskforce reminded the group 

that the bushfire expert responsible for the fire assessment report had been contracted to ensure 

that the final design met all the recommendations from the report.  

The group discuss landscaping options, including fencing materials that were both graffiti and fire 

resistant; and placing bollards or rocks on the residual portion of the site to prevent it becoming a 

car park after construction is complete. 

The Taskforce advised the group that, subject to Ministerial approval, it intends to lodge a 

Development Application (DA) for the proposed development by the end of August.  A separate DA 

for civil works (to place stormwater pipes underground) will also be lodged. Geotechnical studies on 

site will be undertaken in the coming weeks. 

 Outcomes 

 The Taskforce will: 

o seek further advice on the most appropriate location for the community fire unit  

o meet this week with Housing ACT to raise tenancy management concerns 

o provide the current design to the fire expert to assess against BAL, with particular 

reference to the garages 

o write to surrounding residents and stakeholders about upcoming geotechnical work 

on the site. 

 Woden Community Services will work with members of the Chapman community to arrange 

a meeting with relevant areas of Housing ACT. 

 Representatives of Chapman will inform the local community about upcoming investigations 

on site. 

 

 


