
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate 
Customer Services, 
GPO Box 158 
Canberra, ACT, 2601 
EPDCustomerseivices@act.gov .au 

Dear Sir, 

Please accept my request that the decision makers refuse Draft EIS201900001 for an 
Integrated Resource Recovery Facility at 6 -14 Tennant St Fyshwick. 

I am opposing this development because it sits on land that has already been contaminated 
and itself ls an industry which potentially could re-contaminate the soils, air and water. We 
must learn from past mistakes. 

Remediation of contaminated soil is difficult and expensive for site owners and operators 
and can render the site unsuitable for many land-uses and difficult to on-sell or lease to 
others. 6-14 Tennant Street has been audited and found to need remediation because of 
asbestos containing fill found on the site and other buried contaminants. I suggest that the 
building product recycling facility site can become re-contaminated as a result of its site 
operations. 

Contaminants from stockpiles of material awaiting processing or in stockpiles of finished 
product can leach into the soil. Some of the products stored on the site for the cement 
batching are toxic. All fuels and hazardous goods should be properly stored in approved 
tanks or other structures as required by legislation. In addition, the operation of plant and 
equipment on site can give rise to spills or leaks of diesel, oils or lubricants which can be 
gradually deposited on-site and accumulate over time finding their way into the 
groundwater. All plant and equipment including hydraulic equipment should be regularly 
checked and maintained to avoid leaks. 

Site hardstand areas used for stockpiling or operations on sealed or compacted areas are 
graded to drain into the stormwater drains. This water will be contaminated and should be 
removed from the site and not allowed to leach into the soil or groundwater by release or 
overAow from the collection dams. Water should not be allowed to pond anywhere on-site 
except in ponds designed for retention or infiltration. 

An emergency management plan that includes a spill incident plan should be prepared. A 
spill incident kit that includes a supply of absorbent material, interception devices and tools 
should be maintained on-site to enable an immediate and effective response to any spill. 
The EIS mentions a kit but does not say what is in it. Any known or suspected 
contamination must be reported to the EPA immediately. 

To achieve all of this will be difficult but necessary to afford the protection that the 
community demands and legislation promises to see that no harm comes to human or 
environmental health. To avoid future contamination is a better option than needing to 
once again remediate the site. I request that this EIS is refused on the basis that the risks 
of contamination are too great. 
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