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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
PROPOSED ENTRY TO AN INTERIM HERITAGE PLACES REGISTER 
FOR: 

         DRAFT 
 

WODEN HOMESTEAD PRECINCT 
 
 

 
 

For the purposes of s. 54(1) of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 
1991, this heritage assessment for the above places has been prepared by 
the ACT Heritage Council as the basis for its inclusion within an interim 
Heritage Places Register. 
 
Public Submissions are sought on this proposed entry of the Woden 
Homestead Precinct to an interim Heritage Places Register. All submissions 
should be addressed to: 
 
   The Secretary 
   ACT Heritage Council 
   PO BOX 144 
   LYNEHAM ACT 2602 
 
   Facsimile: (02) 6207 2200 
 
 
Submissions must be received by close of business Friday.XXXXXX 
 
For enquiries related to this proposal please telephone (02) 6207 7378 
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WODEN HOMESTEAD PRECINCT 
 

           
 
LOCATION OF PLACES: 
 
Woden Homestead is located some 13km south of the centre of Canberra on the 
Monaro Highway and opposite the industrial suburb of Hume.  The Woden property 
is a pastoral property that was settled early in the nineteenth century.  
 
Woden Homestead and Environs:  Hume Section 17, Block 4 and 6 (part) 

 
            
 
FEATURES INTRINSIC TO THE HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE OF WODEN 
HOMESTEAD: 
 
The features which contribute to the heritage significance of Woden Homestead, and 
which require conservation, comprise: 
 
1. Individually identified built heritage places of cultural significance as listed below. 
 

Homestead building (excluding 1974 extension) 
Homestead interiors, including details (excluding post 1980 fitouts) 
Garage 
Hayshed 
New sheepyards 
Old cattleyards 
Shed 
Stable 
Cottage 
 

2. The Homestead Gardens, specifically: 
 

Carriage Loop with shrubs, roses and trees from 1800’s; 
Peppercorn trees east of house; 
Garden design layout of 1952, with walls and plants;  
Original Ships Tank and stand; 
Tennis court; 
Views and vistas to the hills, and 
Garden features, including stone walls, stone follies, statuary and sculpture etc 
introduced by the Campbell family during their tenancy. 
 

3. The agricultural rural landscape, including the following elements: 
 

Cultural landscape to the north – native grasslands and endangered species 
habitat; 
Individual mature Eucalyptus to east and south of Homestead; 
Cultural landscape to south and east as part of the Woden cultural landscape; 
Cultural landscape to the west for open woodland; 
Existing upper length of driveway; 
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Fences and hedges, and 
Windmill. 

 
The following elements are considered intrusive and detract from heritage 
significance of the homestead: 
 

The views of Hume Industrial Estate, and the noise from the Monaro 
Highway. 

 
 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The Ngunnawal Aboriginal people lived in the Canberra region for thousands of 
years.  As hunter gatherers they moved across the plains and into the mountain 
valleys to hunt and camp in small groups. There have not been any Aboriginal sites 
identified, as yet, on the Woden property.  Aboriginal sites have a separate 
registration process. 
 
The Woden property is one of the earliest rural properties on the Limestone Plains 
and Woden Homestead is the oldest remaining homestead continuously occupied 
and managed as part of an agricultural/pastoral enterprise.  The evolving history of 
the property is represented in the buildings and the associated structures, such as 
cattle yards, stables, cottage, hayshed and tracks, and structures in the homestead 
garden.  While the residence has changed to suit changing needs, it is illustrative of 
the history and lifestyles of rural Australia and of the Limestone Plains particularly.   
 
Woden Homestead has had a long association with the Campbell family who have 
been important in the agricultural/pastoral and social history of the region, and have 
continuously occupied the homestead since 1871.  Between 1840 and 1852, Woden 
was the home of Mrs Anna Maria Bunn, author of probably the first novel published 
in Australia (1838) and her son, John William Buckle Bunn.  John Bunn’s journals 
and sketches provided a wealth of information about life at Woden during this time. 
Other notable people associated with Woden in the 1800’s are Francis Mowatt, Dr 
James Fitzgerald Murray and Martin Byrne. 
 
The homestead contains a significant collection of documents and objects relating to 
the Campbell family and to the history of the Limestone Plains and the early Federal 
Capital. 

 
Despite a severe bush fire in 1952, many important structures and plants survived in 
and around the grounds to enable understanding of the history of development of a 
rural property.  These include surrounding gum trees, hedges and fences, rambling 
roses and a carriage loop with shrubs.  The garden was redesigned in 1952 by Edna 
Walling, one of Australia’s most creative landscape designers.  The gardens are of 
importance as a largely intact example of her design style and the plant materials of 
the 1950’s. 

 
The location and setting of the Woden property is an agricultural and rural landscape 
that forms a significant cultural landscape affording pastoral views into the property 
from the surrounding roadways, and views from the grounds to the hills and 
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mountains beyond.  These views of the cultural landscape have been part of the 
recorded history of the site from the 1850s.  This pastoral landscape is an integral, 
ongoing feature of the contemporary Canberra landscape. 

 
Pastoral management practices of the native grasslands in the north of the property 
have allowed the survival of now rare fauna, including the Grassland Earless 
Dragon, Tympanocryptis pinguicolla, Golden Sun Moth (----), the Peringa 
Grasshopper ( ------) and their habitat, including examples of the endangered Natural 
Temperate Grassland community  

 
The homestead, collection, gardens, cultural landscape and natural conservation 
values combine to make the Woden property a very significant rural property in the 
ACT and an important part of our cultural heritage. 
 
 
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF WODEN 
HOMESTEAD 
 
In accordance with s.54 (I) of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991, the 
following specific requirements are identified as essential to the conservation of the 
heritage significance of the place.  
 
The guiding Conservation Objective is: 
 

The features of the Woden Homestead Precinct that contribute to its heritage 
significance, which includes historic structures, landscape features, trees and 
potential archaeological sites, shall be managed to conserve the significance of 
the place as a rural homestead complex. 

 
Conservation  Objective 1.  
 
 Provide adequate conservation management planning 
 

 
Conservation Objective 1.1 
 
Ensure that any actions impacting on the significance of the place are based on 
professional conservation planning. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 1.1: 
 
(a) A conservation management plan (CMP) shall be developed for the place to 

guide its conservation and future use.  
 
(b) Any works necessary prior to the development of a CMP that have a potential 

impact on significant fabric shall be guided by a professionally documented 
interim assessment and conservation policy relevant to that area or 
component (ie A Heritage Impact Statement - HIS).   
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(c) No changes of use necessitating substantial changes to the place, or other 
substantial works affecting fabric, will be permitted before the preparation of a 
CMP, after which all works and uses should be in accordance with the CMP. 

 
(d)  Maintenance will be as defined in the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter (as 

annotated 1999), and will not involve change to significant fabric.  
Maintenance shall be continued regardless of the status of the CMP or HIS. 

 
(e) Following the preparation of a CMP or HIS, identified essential conservation 

works shall be implemented. The requirements determined within the CMP or 
HIS may further refine the Specific Requirements in the Interim Heritage 
Places Register. 
The buildings have some severe conservation problems that require urgent 
attention.   
 
 

CONSERVATION  OBJECTIVE  2.  
 
 Conserve the Significant components of Woden Homestead 
 
 
Conservation Objective 2.1 
 
Maximise the retention of significance of the place by retaining its historical integrity 
and architectural character, and limiting damaging intervention or removal of 
components. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 2.1. 
 
 
(a) Components of the place that contribute to its significance (as listed at 

‘Features intrinsic to’ above) shall be conserved unless; 
 

 it is demonstrated that a component is so structurally unsound as to be 
beyond reasonable economic repair.  The application must include a 
professional structural assessment in support of demolition, and 
professional conservation advice which limits such action to the 
minimum required to make the place sound; 

 
 the condition of the component poses a significant health or safety risk 

that is beyond reasonable economic repair.  The application must 
include a professional structural or health assessment in support of 
demolition, and professional conservation advice which limits such 
action to the minimum required to make the place healthy or safe; 

 
 some other exceptional circumstance arises that, on professional 

conservation advice, makes the conservation of a component not 
feasible and prudent. 
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 (b) The significant features shall be maintained so as to conserve original fabric.  
Where original fabric has to be replaced, new fabric should match the old, but 
be recognisable on close inspection as new. 

 
 (c)  Additions to the existing buildings are not permitted unless the need can be 

clearly demonstrated, and are carried out in accordance with professionally 
prepared CMP or HIS.  Only minor additions shall be permitted. 

 
 (d) All fabric removed from the building shall be professionally recorded and the 

records lodged with and responsibly archived by Environment ACT. 
 
CONSERVATION  OBJECTIVE  3.  
 

Conserve the Landscape Character 
 
 
Conservation Objective 3.1 
 
Conserve the rural setting of the homestead complex reflecting its historical function 
as an agricultural/pastoral enterprise. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 3.1 
 
(a) The rural landscape setting of the homestead complex, and the views and vistas 

to the hills beyond the property and within the ACT, shall be conserved to the 
extent of the areas clearly visible from the driveway and the grounds. 

 
(b) Development of the light Industrial area zoned for the south of Block 6 shall not 

occur in the area that is clearly visible from the Homestead grounds and the 
driveway (see map).   See also Conservation Objective 6.2 

 
(c) Additional plantings to visually screen Hume Industrial Estate may be 

undertaken. Other new plantings to replace existing trees, or for stock shelter, or 
for visual screening may be made.  All such plantings shall be of local indigenous 
species in a random pattern (i.e. not a formal screen). 

 
(d) The old fences, hedges, gates, tracks and paddock arrangements shall be 

retained and maintained to conserve these landscape components.  New 
agricultural improvements should be inconspicuous. 

 
(e) No endemic trees are to be removed or felled unless required for the reasons 

listed in Conservation Objective 3.2b.  Non-endemic trees may be removed 
where they are shown to be weed species. 

 
(f) The native grassland on the property shall be conserved to protect natural 

heritage values. 
 
(g) The Land Management Agreement for the property is to include management 

objectives and measures for the conservation of the pastoral landscapes.  
 
 
Conservation Objective 3.2 
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The diversity of tree species be retained and individual trees or collection of trees be 
conserved. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 3.2 

 
(a) The trees that are important to conserve are to be identified, and 

management guidelines for individual or groups of trees are to be developed 
as part of the Property Management Agreement and Conservation 
Management Plan. 

 
(b) Removal of trees may be permitted where the lessee or ACT Environment 

can demonstrate, with supporting specialist advice, that the tree is causing 
structural damage to a listed building; or the tree is structurally weak and 
there is a potential danger of causing injury to persons or damage to 
property, or the tree represents a serious plant disease threat.  

Removal may also be permitted where the tree is part of a close planting of a 
number of trees and the removal of the tree will allow the other trees to 
develop fully.  

Removal may also be permitted where a tree is causing damage to 
underground service pipes which cannot be repaired without removal of the 
tree; or a tree is interfering with overhead service cables and the necessary 
clearances cannot be obtained through pruning.; or the authority considers 
that an approval is in accordance with retaining the heritage significance of 
the precinct. 

 
(c) Tree management and replanting may occur with supporting specialised 

advice (refer Conservation Objective 2.1). 
 
 
Conservation Objective 3.3 
 
The historic grounds and gardens of the homestead complex shall be conserved. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 3.2 
 
(d) The gardens and structures should be regularly and appropriately maintained 

to conserve the remaining elements and layout from the 1800’s and the Edna 
Walling designed areas. 

 
(e) Any new plantings within the 19th century and Edna Walling designed areas 

should be in keeping with the materials, style and colour palette.  No surface 
treatment changes are to be undertaken in these areas of the garden.  In 
ground irrigation systems should be minimised in these areas, to avoid 
changing the watering regime. 

 
(f) Buildings and structures within the garden, such as the pool and the garden 

sheds may be removed, altered and modified to reduce the visual impact on 
the garden.  
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(g) The Driveway is to remain gravel surfaced. 
 
 
CONSERVATION  OBJECTIVE  4.  
 

Conserve the Archaeological Sites 
 
 
Conservation Objective 4.1 

Conserve the archaeological evidence associated with the significant buildings and 
sites (eg the former tracks to Duntroon and to Mugga Mugga cottage and sites of 
previous structures and gardens), or with any identified Aboriginal sites. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 4.1 
 
No disturbance should occur within the archaeologically sensitive areas that would 
alter the definition or interpretation of the site. 
 
(a) Do not ‘clean up’ the buildings, their interiors or the surrounding land until a 

CMP or HIS has provided a recommendation for this aspect of the place’s 
significance.  

 
(b) Any disturbance of sub-surface deposits in the vicinity of any building shall be 

preceded by an archaeological assessment, and works guided by the 
outcomes of such an assessment. 

 
 
(c) Should any Aboriginal sites be located within the boundary of the place, 

disturbance shall only be permitted after consultation with the relevant 
Aboriginal organisations, a detailed archaeological investigation of the 
potentially affected area and a continuous watching brief by an archaeologist 
while work occurs in the area, and 

 
(d)       An archaeological zoning map shall be prepared as part of the CMP or as an 

interim component conservation plan, including the definition of precise 
boundaries of all archaeologically sensitive areas. Until this zoning map has 
been prepared, any development will be treated as involving archaeologically 
sensitive areas. 

 
 
CONSERVATION  OBJECTIVE  5.  
 

Conserve the Habitat of threatened grassland flora and fauna 
 
 
Conservation Objective 5.1 
 
The habitat of the Grassland Earless Dragon and other threatened species be 
conserved: 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 5.1 
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(a) A management plan be prepared and implemented to ensure the 

conservation of threatened grassland flora and fauna .  This will need to 
accord with the Action Plan for the species developed by Environment A C T. 

 
 
CONSERVATION  OBJECTIVE  6.  
 

New development not to Diminish Heritage Values 
 
 
Conservation Objective 6.1 
 
All features intrinsic to the significance of the site to be preserved, with new 
developments to be located and designed so as to retain the agricultural rural 
character of the homestead complex within the Precinct. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 6.1 
 
(a) New development (except that covered under Conservation Objective 1) shall 

not involve the loss, removal or damage to any features intrinsic to the 
significance of the complex. 

 
(b) No new development to be permitted in any archaeologically sensitive area. 
 
(c) The design, size, material, and location of any new buildings or new 

structures shall be sympathetic to the design of the existing nearby buildings 
or structures.  Form and mass are to be similar to existing buildings and 
structures. 

 
(d) In areas remote from the existing homestead any new buildings should be 

sympathetic to the character of the farm complex, and all new structures shall 
be single storey and be sited similarly to existing buildings. 

 
(e) Any new development shall not impact on the landscape setting.  This means 

structures shall have substantial landscaped open space between them and 
not intrude into the main views from or to the homestead.  New structures can 
be located near existing structures to form a collection of buildings in a small 
precinct. 

 
(f) New services should be designed to minimise their visual impact and, 

wherever possible, be placed underground. 
 
(g) Any new parking areas shall be gravel without formalised borders and 

designed to have minimum visual and environmental impact. 
 
(h) Temporary structures, used to preserve or protect features intrinsic to the 

significance of the complex, shall not affect identified features intrinsic to the 
significance of the complex, shall not remain in place for more than two 
months, and the area shall be restored after removal of such temporary 
structures. 

 
(i) Only minor (removable) structures shall be located within the garden. 
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Conservation Objective 6.2 
 
Industrial development in the designated light industrial zone (at the south end of 
Block 6) shall not impinge on the pastoral views from the homestead grounds or 
driveway. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 6.2 
 
(a) The existing landscape character of the area marked ‘No Development’ 

(Figure 1) is to be retained and the development of buildings, car parks or 
other structures not be permited unless it can be clearly demonstrated that 
they are not visible from the Homestead grounds and the driveway. 

 
(b) Light Industrial Development in the area marked as ‘Restricted Development’ 

(Figure 1) will retain the low profile of buildings in the current Hume Industrial 
complex.  The design, size, material and colour of the buildings should blend 
with the natural landscape colours and textures as much as possible. 
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Disclaimer: Environment ACT does not warrant that the data is free from errors.

Data Copyright:
      Australian Capital Territory,
Canberra 2003.

M
o

n
a

ro
 

H
i g

h
w

a
y

66

44

1015

53

1212

2069

1313

66

2084

2090

53

666
6

666
6

404040
40

4040

4040

40
40

777
722

2

2

22

2

2

11

22

2323 23

23
23

23

5959

55
222
2

2

2

88
77

3

33

5454

55

3131

99

28
28

27
27

77
7

77

60
5353

4444

36

28
28 2929

88 8
8

34

61

1010

1212
27
27

39
39

1818
33 33

20
20
22

55
55

13
13 1818

1717
34
34

19

2525

11
11

30

15

No Development

Development Restrictions

Woden Homestead Precinct

Contact Details
Environment ACT
Macarthur House
12 Wattle Street 
Lyneham ACT 2602

PO Box 144
Lyneham ACT 2602

Telephone  (02) 6207 2166

15 September 2003

-
Map Units:   MGA Zone 55 metres
Datum:         GDA 94

Historic Heritage Places
Woden Homestead Heritage Precinct
0 300 600150

Meters

Legend
Nominated Precinct

No Development

Development Restricted

Cadastral

 



Woden Homestead Precinct– DRAFT Entry to an Interim Heritage Place Register 12 
ACT Heritage Council     

 
 

ATTACHMENT A 
 
 

WODEN HOMESTEAD 
 
 
A1 Description of Place 
 
Woden Homestead and the surrounding grasslands encompass an area of 
approximately 500 hectares and include the main homestead of brick and stone, 
garage, stables, stockyards, hayshed, two dams, small weatherboard cottage and 
other minor structures. 
 
The homestead is U shaped around a courtyard with interconnecting enclosed 
verandahs.  The southern wing, the earliest section, contains mainly bedrooms, 
living room and study plus a cellar.  The west wing, which is the converted coach 
house and dairy is now a dining room, kitchen and bathroom.  The north wing 
includes a laundry, office and the 1974 guest facilities. 
 
The southern section of the house consists of stone and hand-made brick walls. A 
galvanised iron skillion roof covers the verandah and continues around this section 
of the house. Above this is a galvanised iron hipped roof at an angle of 
approximately 35 degrees. A gable-ended portico is located at the front entrance of 
the house. It has a northerly aspect and overlooks an attractive central courtyard. 
This part of the house is the oldest portion dating back to 1832. The verandah had a 
Baltic pine floor from c1890, which is now hardwood. 
 
The central gallery that connects the two sections of the building is made primarily of 
brick with painted timber framed windows covering the entire eastern wall, and a 
galvanised iron skillion roof. 
 
The northern section of the house displays two distinctive architectural styles. The 
second bathroom and laundry have brick and stone walls with concrete floors and a 
galvanised iron skillion roof. The guestroom is the latest addition to the house and 
has a castellated form concealing corrugated metal roof. 
 
The building’s exterior has recently been painted using a traditional limewash 
technique to the colour of the original paintwork using earth-brown wash for the walls 
with white trim. 
 
The homestead is in excellent condition and is well maintained. 
 
Internal finishes vary with floors mainly timber although wet areas and the 1974 
section is concrete.  Walls are mainly rendered with a number wallpapered over.  
Ceilings vary from timber boards, lath and plaster, fibro cement, asbestos cement, 
plaster and plasterboard, usually reflecting when they were installed. 
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Internal details (architraves, skirtings, doors and windows) are mainly stained timber 
(mostly cedar) but some are painted.  These also reflect a range of details 
associated with their date of construction or alteration. 
 
The homestead complex comprising buildings, structures and the intervening spaces 
are established on the eastern side of an unnamed hill that is part of the Mt Mugga 
Mugga formation.  The homestead is located among the canopy of the retained 
native Yellow Box – Red Gum grassy woodland.  This endangered vegetation 
community transitions down the slope into the pastoral landscape created by the 
settlers to the east and south of the homestead.  Grazing paddocks on either side of 
the driveway contain remnant specimens including Yellow Box, Eucalyptus 
melliodora, Apple Box, Eucalyptus bridgesiana, and Blakely’s Red Gum, Eucalyptus 
blakelyi.  
 
The stewardship of the Campbell family has resulted in garden elements that remain 
from the earliest times.  The garden surrounding the homestead can be classified 
into three distinct periods that relate to the events and the eras of the place.  
 

Pre 1950s - the original modest grounds, developed over time  
      1950s - following the bushfires, redesign by Edna Walling in 1952 
      1990s - following building renovations, redesign by the Campbells, of the 

entry areas and continuing development of walled flower beds and 
garden on the western hill slope. 

 
Faunal surveys have been conducted in the area and have uncovered a rare species 
of lizard (Southern Lined Earless Dragon) that is currently listed as an endangered   
species. 
 

Current Plan with phases of development        Source: Eric Martin & Associates 2001 
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A2 Status of Places at assessment date 
  
� Classified by the National Trust of Australia (ACT) on 26/5/1980 
� Entered in the Australian Heritage Commission’s Register of the National Estate 

(ref 28/9/1982). 
 
Woden Homestead is also cited in the NCDC’s Sites of Significance Volume No 5 
Page No. 75 SOS Number J3. 
 
 
A3 Historical Background 
 
The Ngun(n)awal Aboriginal people lived in the area of Canberra for thousands of 
years as hunter gatherers moving across the plains and into the mountain valleys in 
small groups to hunt and camp. 

 
All this changed with Charles Throsby Smith, James Vaughan and Joseph Wild who 
first explored the area in 1820 and opened up the area for settlement. 
 
In 1832, Francis Mowatt, a Crown Customs agent bought a section of  land in 
County Murray consisting of 2560 acres (1036 hectares). Mowatt named his newly 
acquired property “Jerrabomberra” and during his time of occupancy he erected two 
stone shepherds’ cottages  which were described as a two-roomed dwelling with a 
kitchen attached.1  Who actually lived in the cottage during Mowatt’s time is unclear 
and the reason he built the building is also unknown. 
 
In October 1837, Mowatt sold Jerrabomberra to Dr. James Fitzgerald Murray for 
“£2000 of lawful money’.  He renamed the property “Woden” 2after the Norwegian 
god of Wisdom.3 It was not long after Murray purchased the property that he began 
to make the necessary additions to the dwelling, and, with the assistance of twenty-
one assigned convict labourers, a brick maker, a tailor and one stablehand,4 the 
homestead was built.  It consisted of hand-made brick additions enclosed around the 
original stone buildings with a separate kitchen block.  
 
Murray over extended his finances and in 1842 a mortgage on Woden was made 
with the Australian Trust Co for £1000.  The mortgage was not to be released until 
his death in 1856.5 
 
Dr Murray had been a medical officer at the Moreton Bay convict settlement and 
then superintendent at Goulburn Hospital before coming to Woden. He was joined 
by his widowed sister Anna Maria Bunn and her two sons. It was a cultured and 
educated, if somewhat crowded, household. Anna Maria had written the first novel by 
a woman to be printed and published in Australia and her 15-year-old son, John 
William Buckle Bunn kept a series of small diaries containing a number of drawings.  
In addition to the four members of the family, the housekeeper, Mrs Kenny, lived in 

                                                           
1 Campbell A4 leaflet 
2 ibid 
3 ACT Heritage preliminary Draft Citation p3 
4 The Government Gazette of February 1838 
5 op cit Campbell A4 leaflet 



Woden Homestead Precinct– DRAFT Entry to an Interim Heritage Place Register 15 
ACT Heritage Council     

the house.  At least ten assigned men lived on the property. There were also stables 
and yards.6  
 
John William Buckle Bunn recorded life at Woden in 1845/6, which included 
references to the heat, a great fire in Canberry Ranges, and making wine, vinegar 
and bullets!7  Further journal records exist for 1846-8.8  Bunn records leaving Woden 
on May 1852 with a comment that the house was in a wretched state, with only three 
rooms watertight as all the verandah rooms leaked.  The fences were all down.9  
 
In 1853 S Mossman and T Banister in Australia Visited and Revisited (p176) 
commented upon the unusual situation of Woden upon the side of a sheltering hill 
and the picturesque views from the house. They declared that the view toward the 
mountains was extensive, wild and grand. Everything about the premises was well 
arranged, from the fruit trees to the stabling and out offices.10  The homestead was 
situated adjacent to the old Queanbeyan-Tharwa Road that once led to the Kiandra 
goldfields.  
 
In 1856, Dr. James F. Murray died, leaving Woden to his brother Terence Aubrey 
Murray, a prominent politician of the day, who later sold the property to Thomas 
Rutledge of Molonglo in May 1857.11 
 
Rutledge sold the property to Martin Byrne, a Queanbeyan miller and businessman, 
in August 1858, who later bought additional land of 1270 acres. The exact location of 
the extra area is not known. Byrne over extended himself and a mortgage was 
secured over Woden with Henry Isaac West of Goulburn in 1866.  Luke Culvernell of 
Queanbeyan tenanted the place.  By 1869 Byrne applied to bring the estate under 
the provisions of the Real Property Act in the occupation of George Campbell of 
Duntroon.  Title to ownership was registered by Campbell in June 1871 and Woden 
was run as an integral part of the Duntroon Estate, occupied by tenant farmers 
employed by the Campbell family till 1890.  Fredrick A. Campbell, son of George, 
and his wife Edith Catherine moved to Woden in 1890. Fredrick and Catherine 
Campbell made additions to the Dining Room and alterations to the homestead 
complex.  These included renovations made to the roof by installing galvanised iron 
over the shingles and the installation of a septic tank and water closet. Running 
water was laid onto the bathroom, kitchen and pantry and a large underground tank 
for rainwater was built.  At the same time stables and yards were built.12  
 
In 1911, the Commonwealth Government leased Duntroon as a site for the 
establishment of a military college (Duntroon was acquired in 1913). At this time the 
Campbell estate was broken up and the Woden Homestead property reduced to 
about 1220 acres (the current area less the Monaro Highway easement). Fredrick. 
and Catherine Campbell leased Woden from the Commonwealth Government for 
approximately ten years until, the marriage of his only son Arthur Denne Campbell to 
Elizabeth Collis Ruby Higgins in 1922. The Frederick Campbells then moved to take 
up residence in Sydney and transferred the lease to their son. Further alterations 
                                                           
6 ibid 
7 Wilson p 178 
8 ibid p 186, 193-4, 199-201 
9 ibid p 221 
10 ibid p 177 
11 op cit Campbell A4 leaflet 
12 ibid 
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were made to the homestead during the occupation of A.D. and E.C.R. Campbell. 
The dining room was moved to the dairy and coach house, near the kitchen; 
verandahs (one enclosed) were added on three sides, and internal walls were 
removed to enlarge the drawing room and main bedroom.  The garden was 
extended and redesigned and the front door was moved to the old rear courtyard.  A 
windmill was built to pump water to the house.13 
 
Around 1933 Jerrabomberra Avenue replaced old Duntroon/Woden track bisecting 
the property.  In 1943 a small room was added to the front verandah and the window 
and door to the laundry interchanged.  In 1944 the garage burned down and a 
wartime garage was built in the new position.  In 1948 electricity was installed.14  
 
During the bushfires of 1952, the section of the garden at the rear of the house was 
totally destroyed along with several outbuildings. The verandah was the only part of 
the homestead that was damaged by the bushfires.  Edna Walling, a well known 
landscape architect redesigned the section of garden that was destroyed by fire. A 
curved drystone wall dominated the redesigned garden. Those who assisted in the 
tree planting phase at Woden were personal friends including Sir Robert and Dame 
Pattie Menzies, Lady Casey, Field Marshal Sir William and Lady Slim, Lord Dunrossil 
and Field Marshal Sir Gerald Templar.15 
 
Following the death of Mr Arthur Campbell in 1966 and his wife Elizabeth in 1971, 
Charles Arthur Campbell, son of A.D. Campbell, and his wife Martha Dorothy 
Campbell, nee Rutledge, moved to Woden in 1972. The lease was transferred to 
their name as part of the settlement of A.D. Campbell’s Estate. In 1974 a guest 
room, bathroom and connecting galleries were added to the house (Bill Douglas 
Architect). Renovations were made to the roof, verandah and garage, and the house 
lime-washed using the original colours. Town water was connected to the house and 
garden in 1980, and a swimming pool was installed(1981) where the old orchard 
once stood. A retaining wall made of local blue stone was built behind the house to 
control the problem of seepage, and the area was paved.16   
 
In the late 1980s additional garden structures were added including gardeners shed, 
tennis pavilion and storeroom and rebuilding of stone walls.  Other work included 
restoration and maintenance of the homestead.17 
 
The homestead is still owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. C.A. Campbell.  Sheep 
grazing continues on the property, helping to retain the long associations with 
pastoral activities in the district. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
13 ibid 
14 Campbell personal communication 
15 op cit ACT heritage preliminary Draft Citation p4 
16 Personal records of C Campbell 
17 ibid 
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A5 Analysis against the criteria in schedule 2 of the Land 

(Planning and Environment) Act 1991 
 
Criteria for the Assessment of the Heritage Significance of Places 
 
Under section 56 of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 the criteria for 
the assessment of the heritage significance of places are listed in Schedule 2 of the 
Act: 
 

 
2.  A place, which exhibits outstanding design or aesthetic qualities, valued 

by the community or a cultural group; 
 

 The house with its evolved state has a certain aesthetic quality and charm 
manifested in old homes in a fine landscape setting.  The garden retains essential 
components of the Edna Walling design which reinforces the aesthetic qualities of 
the homestead and is a good example of a domestic landscape combining 
plantsmanship and art. 

 
 The hillside setting and views were described as picturesque in the 1850s.  The 

views to Tralee Hills and Mt Tennant are still evident today and are focal points 
within the gardens, thus contributing to their aesthetic appeal. 

 
 This criterion is met to some degree. 

             
 3.  A place which demonstrates a distinct way of life, taste, tradition, 

religion, land use, custom, process, design or function which is no 
longer practised, is in danger of being lost, or is of exceptional interest; 

Woden Homestead is one of the oldest buildings in the ACT and is the oldest that 
has been continuously occupied.  It has been part of an operating grazing property 
from 1832, which is longer than any other property in the ACT.  It retains many 
important elements such as the homestead, garden, outbuildings, windmill and 
evidence of earlier tracks.  As such it demonstrates a distinctive way of life, rural 
living, which is rare and becoming rarer in the ACT and surrounding area, particularly 
as Canberra expands and the region is subdivided. 
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Woden meets this criterion to a high degree. 
 
 
5.  A place which is the only known or only comparatively intact example of 

its type; 

Woden is the oldest homestead in the ACT to be continuously occupied and part of 
an operating farm.  It is one of the few pre 1850s homesteads in the area to still be 
part of a farm. 

 
Woden meets this criterion to some degree. 
 

6.  A place which is a notable example of a class of natural or cultural places 
or landscapes and which demonstrates the principal characteristics of 
that class; 

 
Woden is a fine example of a rural cultural landscape with a homestead, garden and 
broader landscape with outbuildings and structures.  

Woden is a focal point from the ACT border on Tharwa Drive, the main road 
south from Queanbeyan. 

The natural temperate grassland in paddocks north of the homestead are an 
example of a landscape type and ecological community that once was common in 
the valleys of ACT but is now listed as endangered (Nature Conservation Act) 
through urbanisation and agricultural activities. 

This area is part of a wider landscape that demonstrates ecological transition from 
woodland through to grassland down the slope to the valley floor. 
 
Woden meets this criterion to a high degree. 
 
7.  A place which has strong or special associations with a person, group, 

event, development or cultural phase which played a significant part in 
local or national history; 

Woden has been associated with a number of people who have played a significant 
part in our local and state history, including the Campbell family who were largely 
responsible for opening up the Limestone Plains.  Members of the Campbell family 
to occupy Woden Homestead include included Frederick and Catherine, Arthur and 
Elizabeth plus Charles and Martha.   

Other important people from the earlier phases are: 

Francis Mowatt; 

Dr James Fitzgerald Murray; 

Martin Byrne; 

Mrs Anna Maria Bunn, author of probably the first Australian published novel by a 
woman, lived at Woden and the sketches and notes of her son, John William Buckle 
Bunn, have been important in providing a rich detail of life at Woden in the 1840s, 
and 
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Edna Walling, one of Australia’s most renowned landscape designers of the inter 
war period re designed the garden in 1952.  These grounds contribute to the 
aesthetic appeal of the house. 
 
Woden meets this criterion to a high degree. 

 
 
9. A place which is a significant habitat or locality for the life cycle of 

native species; for rare, endangered or uncommon species; for species 
at the limits of their natural range; or for district occurrences of 
species. 

 
The less intensive agricultural management of the northern sector of the property 
has resulted in retention of the native grassland community that is the habitat of rare 
and endangered species. 
 
The Grassland Earless Dragon, Tympanocryptis pinguicolla, is a species of lizard 
that has been discovered and recorded in recent years in the ACT.  This is currently 
listed as an endangered species.  Its major remaining habitats are located in the 
Jerrabomberra and Majura valleys,and include the grassland habitat on Woden 
Property. 
 
Woden meets this criterion to a very high degree. 
 

10 A place which exhibits unusual richness, diversity or significant 
transitions of flora, fauna or natural landscapes and their elements 

The Woden precinct contains one of the few remaining examples of the ecological 
transition between lowland woodland and Natural Temperate Grasslands 
 
Woden meets this criterion to some degree. 
 
11. A place which demonstrates a likelihood of providing information which 

will contribute significantly to a wider understanding of natural or 
cultural history by virtue of its use as a research site, teaching site, type 
locality or benchmark site. 

While not a benchmark site, the Woden Homestead precinct is of interest for the 
information that it can provide about the rural history of Canberra and the natural 
history of Natural Temperate Grasslands, the Grassland Earless Dragon and the 
Golden Sun Moth. 
 
Woden meets this criterion to a high degree. 
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
PROPOSED ENTRY TO AN INTERIM HERITAGE PLACES REGISTER FOR: 
 

 
 
 
 

CALLUM BRAE PRECINCT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the purposes of s. 54(1) of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991, this 
heritage assessment for the above places has been prepared by the ACT Heritage 
Council as the basis for its inclusion within an interim Heritage Places Register. 
 
Public Submissions are sought on this proposed entry of Callum Brae Precinct 
to an interim Heritage Places Register. All submissions should be addressed to: 
 
   The Secretary 
   ACT Heritage Council 
   PO BOX 144 
   Lyneham  ACT  2602 
 
   Facsimile: (02) 6207 2200 
 
 
Submissions must be received by close of business Friday.XXXXXX 
 
For enquiries related to this proposal please telephone (02) 6207 7378 
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CALLUM BRAE PRECINCT,  SYMONSTON 
 

 
 
 
LOCATION OF PLACE: 
 
Callum Brae homestead precinct and associated outbuildings, Yellow Box/Red Gum 
grassy woodland and natural temperate grassland situated approximately 9km south 
east of the civic centre of Canberra. 
Incorporating Block 8 and part Block 10, Section 102, Symonston and  Blocks 2068, 
2088 and part Block 2089, Hume.  
(Figure1) 
 
 
FEATURES OF CALLUM BRAE PRECINCT TO WHICH HERITAGE 
SIGNIFICANCE IS ATTACHED: 
 
The features which contribute to the heritage significance of the Callum Brae 
Precinct, and which require conservation comprise: 
 
1. Individually identified built heritage places of cultural significance as listed 

below: 
 
 Homestead building, including forestry hut; 
 Homestead interiors, including details; 
 Woolshed; 
 ‘Red shed’; and  
 ‘Blacksmith’s’. 
 
2. Pastoral rural landscape, including the following elements: 
 

Yellow Box/Red Gum grassy woodland and threatened woodland bird habitat 
that is in good ecological condition in the west; 
 

An area of natural temperate grassland and endangered Grassland Earless 
Dragon (Tympanocryptis pinguicolla) habitat in the south; 
 

Individual mature woodland eucalypts to the north and north west of the 
homestead; 
 

Cultural landscape surrounding the homestead and outbuilding precinct; and  
 

Pastoral vistas from the homestead and outbuilding precinct, extending from 
the north east to the east and south towards ‘Woden’. 
 

The following built places post-date the soldier settlement period at Callum Brae, but 
are typical of modest ACT rural leasehold properties developed during the first half 
of the twentieth century and are an integral part of the place as a viable primary 
production operation.  Conservation of the following places is warranted: 
 

Shearers quarters; 
Super shed; and  
Stables. 
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The Therapeutic Goods Administration facility to the north of the homestead and 
outbuilding precinct is visually intrusive and detracts from the heritage significance of 
the place. 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The Callum Brae Precinct has been assessed as the most outstanding extant 
example of a Federal Capital Territory soldier settlement lease in the ACT (Navin 
Officer 2001). Its significance derives particularly from the very high integrity of its 
soldier settlement structures and fabric and from the relatively high integrity of its 
soldier settlement boundaries. 
 
Callum Brae is a significant example of a successful World War 1 Federal Capital 
Territory soldier settlement lease which began as a small economically non-viable 
block and which was rapidly expanded into a viable holding by the acquisition of 
adjacent unsuccessful soldier settlement leases.  
 
The Callum Brae homestead and outbuilding precinct contains small simple 
structures built by the lessee himself using inexpensive and often recycled materials, 
and demonstrates the principle characteristics of soldier settlement leases 
established in the Federal Capital Territory. The homestead garden is partly 
surrounded by a saltbush hedge, possibly 'old man saltbush'  (Atriplex nummularia), 
which may be the only one of its kind in the district 
 
The Callum Brae homestead and outbuilding precinct is set in a cultural and rural 
landscape with views and vistas extending from the northeast to the east and south 
across the pastoral landscape to the lower slopes of the Jerrabomberra Creek 
Valley, the distant mountains and the historic ‘Woden’ property.  
 
Pastoral management practices have ensured the survival of an area of Yellow 
Box/Red Gum grassy woodland in the north-west of the precinct (directly  connected 
to a substantial area of Yellow Box/Red Gum grassy woodland) that is in good 
ecological condition, and remnant natural temperate grassland habitat for the 
endangered Grassland Earless Dragon  (Tympanocryptis pinguicolla) in the south of 
the precinct. 
 
The soldier settler homestead and outbuilding precinct, the cultural and rural 
landscape and the natural conservation values of the Callum Brae Precinct make it a 
significant ACT rural lease and an important part of our cultural heritage. 
 
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE CALLUM BRAE 
PRECINCT  
 
In accordance with section 54 (1) of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991, 
the following specific requirements are identified as essential to the conservation of 
the heritage significance of the place. 
 
The GUIDING CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE is: 
 

The features of the Callum Brae Precinct that contribute to its heritage 
significance, including historic structures and cultural and natural 
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landscape, shall be managed to conserve the significance of the place as 
a World War 1 Federal Capital Territory soldier settlement lease. 
 
 

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 1. 

         Provide adequate conservation management planning 
 

Conservation Objective 1.1 
 
Ensure that any actions impacting on the significance of the place are based on 
professional conservation planning. 
 
Specific requirements for Conservation Objective 1.1 
 
(a) A conservation management plan (CMP) should be developed for the place to 

guide its conservation and future use. 
 
(b) Any works necessary prior to the development of a CMP that may potentially 

impact on significant fabric should be guided by a professionally prepared 
interim assessment and conservation policy relevant to that area or component 
(ie. a Heritage Impact Statement - HIS). 

 
(c) No changes of use necessitating substantial changes to the place, or other 

substantial works affecting fabric, other than reversible stabilisation works, 
should be permitted before the preparation of a CMP, after which all works and 
uses should be in accordance with the CMP. 

 
(d) Maintenance shall be as defined in the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter (as 

annotated 1999) and shall not involve change to significant fabric.  
Maintenance shall be continued regardless of the status of the HIS. 

 
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 2. 

        Conserve the significant components of the Callum Brae homestead and   
outbuilding precinct 

 
Conservation Objective 2.1 
 
Conserve the significance of the place by retaining its historical integrity and 
architectural character and limiting damaging intervention or removal of significant 
components. 
 
Specific requirements for Conservation Objective 2.1 
 
(a) Components of the place that contribute to its significance (as listed in 

‘Features of the Place’ above) shall be conserved unless: 
 

1) it is demonstrated that a component is so structurally unsound as to 
be beyond reasonable economic repair. Any application in support of 
demolition must include a professional structural assessment and 
professional conservation advice which limits such action to the 
minimum required to make the place sound; 
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2) the condition of the component poses a significant health or safety 
risk that is beyond reasonable economic repair.  The application must 
include a professional structural or health assessment in support of 
demolition and professional conservation advice which limits such 
action to the minimum required to make the place healthy or safe; 

 
3) some other exceptional circumstance arises that, on professional 

conservation advice, makes the conservation of a component not 
feasible or prudent. 

 
(b) The significant features shall be maintained so as to conserve significant fabric.  

Where significant fabric has to be replaced, new fabric should match the old, 
but be recognisable on close inspection as new. 

 
(c) Additions to the existing buildings are not permitted unless the need can be 

clearly demonstrated and the additions carried out in accordance with a 
professionally prepared CMP or HIS. Only minor additions are permitted. 

 
(d) All fabric removed from the significant structures shall be professionally 

recorded and the records lodged with Environment ACT. 
 
 
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 3. 

         Conserve the landscape character 
 
Conservation Objective 3.1 
 
Conserve the rural setting of the homestead and outbuilding precinct reflecting its 
historical and continuing function as a pastoral enterprise 
 
Specific requirements for Conservation Objective 3.1 
 
(a) The rural landscape setting of the homestead and outbuilding precinct, 

including all existing mature trees and garden plantings within the precinct shall 
be conserved. 

 
(b) The vistas from the homestead extending in an arc from the northeast to the 

east and south across the pastoral landscape to the lower slopes of the 
Jerrabomberra Creek Valley and the distant mountains shall be conserved. 

 
(c) Additional plantings to visually screen the Therapeutic Goods Administration 

facility or any future development to the north may be undertaken. New 
plantings to replace existing trees may be made.  All such plantings shall be of 
local indigenous species. 

 
(d) The old fences, hedge, gates, tracks and paddock arrangements shall be 

conserved. 
 
(e) No local indigenous trees are to be removed or felled unless required for the 

reasons listed in Conservation Objective 3.2a. 
 
(f) The Yellow Box/Red Gum grassy woodland and natural temperate grassland 

shall be conserved to protect natural heritage values. 
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(g) The Land Management Agreement shall include management objectives and 

measures for the conservation of the natural heritage values of the Yellow 
Box/Red Gum grassy woodland and natural temperate grassland and all 
animals and plants that are found in these habitats. 

 
Conservation Objective 3.2 
 
The range of tree species shall be retained and existing individual trees or groups of 
trees should be conserved. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 3.2 
 
(a) Removal of trees may be permitted where the lessee or Environment ACT can 

demonstrate, with supporting specialist advice, that the tree is causing 
structural damage to a listed building, that the tree is structurally weak and 
poses a potential danger to persons or property or that the tree represents a 
serious plant disease threat. 

 
Removal may be permitted where a tree is causing damage to underground 
services which cannot be repaired without removal of the tree, where a tree is 
interfering with overhead service cables and the necessary clearance cannot be 
obtained by pruning, or where the authority considers that an approval is in 
accordance with the retention of the heritage significance of the place. 

 
Removal of a tree may be permitted, with supporting specialist advice, where 
this will allow other trees in the same group to develop fully. 

 
(b) Tree management and replanting may occur with supporting specialist advice 

(refer Conservation Objective 2.1). 
 
 
� Trees (over X metres tall)?? shall not be removed from leased land without the 

consent of the Authority. 
 
� Removal of trees over X metres tall may be permitted where in accordance with 

approval criteria included in relevant tree protection legislation operating in the 
Territory. 

 
� Where the removal of a tree is approved a replacement tree, of stock and 

species common or sympathetic to the precinct, should be introduced at an 
approved location within the block. This requirement may be waived where a 
substantial number and appropriate distribution of existing trees are to be 
retained within the block.   

 
 
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 4. 

        Conserve the natural heritage value of the Yellow Box/Red Gum grassy 
woodland 

 
Conservation Objective 4.1 
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The Yellow Box/Red Gum grassy woodland be managed to protect and enhance its 
ecological condition and value as habitat for these species. 
 
Specific requirements for Conservation Objective 4.1 
 
(a) A management plan shall be prepared and implemented consistent with Action 

Plan No.27. 
 
 
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 5. 

         Conserve the habitat of the Eastern  Earless Dragon 
 
Conservation Objective 5.1 
 
The habitat of the Grassland Earless Dragon be conserved 
 
Specific requirements for Conservation Objective 5.1 
 
(a) A management plan shall be prepared and implemented consistent with the 

recommendations of Action Plans No.1 and 3, including rehabilitation of former 
natural temperate grassland to provide continuity of habitat. 

 
 
CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 6. 

         New development not to diminish heritage values 
 
Conservation Objective 6.1 
 
Any new developments in the Nominated Heritage Precinct are to be located and 
designed to retain the rural pastoral soldier settlement character of the homestead 
and the outbuilding precinct. 
 
Specific requirements for Conservation Objective 6.1. 
 
(a) New development (except that covered under Conservation Objective 1) shall 

not involve the removal of or damage to any features intrinsic to the 
significance of the place. 

 
(b) The design, size, material and location of any new buildings or structures shall 

be sympathetic to the design of the existing nearby buildings or structures. 
 
(c) In areas remote from the homestead and outbuilding precinct, any new 

buildings or structures shall be sympathetic to the character of the farm 
complex and shall be single storey. 

 
(d) Any new development shall not impact on the landscape setting. Structures 

shall have substantial open space between them and not intrude into the 
significant views and vistas to or from the homestead and outbuilding precinct. 

 
(e) New services shall be designed to minimise impact and be underground as 

far as possible. 
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(f) No formal or graveled parking areas shall be established. Parking is to remain 
informal. 

 
(g) Temporary structures for conservation works shall be 

constructed so as not to    damage the significant item, and shall be removed 
when the study and/or conservation of the significant item has been 
completed, or when an approved permanent protective structure is 
constructed. 

 
 
Conservation Objective 6.2 
 
Development in the area where non-pastoral activities are permitted (Figure 1 - 
Block 8 and the north-east end of Block 10) shall not impinge directly on the pastoral 
views from the homestead grounds or driveway. 
 
Specific Requirements for Conservation Objective 6.2 
 
(a) The existing pastoral landscape character of the area north of the driveway 

and south of the development area (in Figure 1) is to be retained. 
 
(b) Development in the area designated for such, will be limited to low profile 

buildings such that the skyline remains clearly visible from the homestead and 
the driveway.   

 
(c) The design, size, material and colour of the buildings should blend with the 

natural landscape colours and textures as much as possible. 
 
(d) Buildings should be spaced with landscaped areas between them. 
 
(e) Plantings of indigenous species shall be used to screen buildings from the 

view of the homestead and the driveway  
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Figure 1.  Callum Brae Heritage Precinct 
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Figure 2 Plan of Callum Brae homestead and outbuilding precinct (after Phillips 
1995). 
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         ATTACHMENT A 
 
A1   Description of Place 
 
The Callum Brae Precinct is situated on the Eastern side of the Mt Mugga Mugga 
ridgeline. The precinct contains the Callum Brae homestead and outbuilding 
precinct, comprising a house, small cottage, garage, shearers quarters, woolshed, 
stockyards, stables, cow bail and several machinery and storage sheds. It also 
includes an old sheep dip and yards, an old orchard, eight dams and an area of 
Yellow Box/Red Gum grassy woodland and natural temperate grassland. 
 
The homestead has three components: a portable weatherboard hut towed to the 
site in 1920, a six roomed weatherboard dwelling built between 1920 and 1925 and 
extended in 1931, and a former Uriarra forestry hut transported to the site in 1929. 
(Figure 2)  
 
The portable hut was divided into two rooms, a kitchen and a laundry, in 1925, but is 
otherwise unchanged. It has a galvanised iron shallow pitched gable roof with 
exposed timber rafters, a small storage loft with a pressed kerosene tin ceiling at the 
southern end of the northern room, a timber floor, unlined weatherboard walls and a 
cement rendered brick chimney with a red wash.  
 
The original section of the homestead consists of two bedrooms, a dining room and a 
bathroom. The 1931 extensions at the front of the house consist of a living room, a 
bedroom and a verandah around the front and northern side of the house. The 
original portable hut at the rear was joined to the house by a covered fibro and 
weatherboard breezeway with an enclosed rear entry. Later owners converted the 
original back bedroom to a kitchen and enlarged it by enclosing part of the side 
verandah. 
 
The Uriarra forestry hut is a single-roomed weatherboard structure located at the rear 
of the house. It has a corrugated iron gable roof and a timber floor. It was originally 
used as a bedroom and later as a playroom.  
 
The house sits on concrete block foundations.  It has a timber floor and a corrugated 
iron roof. The internal walls and ceilings of the original four-roomed section are 
weatherboard. The internal walls and ceilings of the 1931 extension are chipboard, 
with a picture rail in the living room.  There is a brick fireplace in the dining room and 
the living room. 
 
Following the McMasters acquisition of the property in 1958, the original fuel stove in 
the kitchen was replaced, the external brick chimney to the kitchen was shortened 
and a slow combustion heater was installed in the living room fireplace.  The interior 
has been re-painted in pastel tones. No other changes have been made since 1958 
(J. Ipkendanz 1999: pers. comm.). 
 
All the structures in the homestead precinct are painted cream with a brown trim. 
They are well maintained and in good condition, although there is localised damp and 
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periodic white ant infestation in the southern external wall of the homestead living 
room (J. Ipkendanz 1999: pers. comm.) and deterioration of the timber flooring in the 
portable hut. 
   
The yard is partly enclosed by a substantial saltbush hedge of considerable age. 
 
Outbuildings attributed to Hector McIntosh are part of the woolshed and yards, the 
'red shed', a shed known as the ‘blacksmiths’ and a sheep dip and yards. (Figure 3) 
 
The original section of the woolshed was built in 1920.  It is a corrugated iron structure 
with a pitched roof supported by round bush timber posts. Wool bays and holding 
yards were added after 1933.  The shed was originally used only for crutching, with 
shearing done at 'Tralee'. The shed is in generally good condition, although the 
southern wall of the holding yards is rusty and has been repaired in a number of 
places. 
 
The ‘red shed’ was built as a granary in 1929-30. It is a small rectangular structure 
with a substantial pole frame, timber floor and walls of split and flattened 44 gallon 
bitumen drums salvaged from the Jerrabomberra Avenue construction camp located 
just inside the property entrance. It houses a number of local woolmarks. It is in good 
condition, although there is external decay in some of the foundation stumps and 
some of the timbers in the rear loading dock are unstable.  
 
The ‘blacksmiths’ is a corrugated iron shed built in 1920. There is no evidence of a 
forge and it appears to have been used as a tool shed and workshop. The original 
door and windows were replaced in 1995. It is now part of a series of adjoining sheds 
constructed after 1933. It is in reasonably condition. 
 
The sheep dip and yards, located at some distance from the homestead and 
outbuilding precinct, are in very poor condition. 
 
The Callum Brae homestead and outbuildings are surrounded by a pastoral 
landscape created by successive owners of the property. Yellow Box/Red Gum 
grassy woodland in good ecological condition occurs along the slopes to the west. In 
damp low lying land to the east are areas of natural temperate grassland in which 
the endangered Grassland Earless Dragon (Tympanocryptis pinguicolla) has been 
recorded. 
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Figure 3  Homestead plan with phases of development (Source: Phillips 1995). 
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A2   Status of the Land 
 
IBlock 8 and part Block 10, Section 102, Symonston and  part Block 2089, Hume are 
rural ACT leasehold, held by Mrs. Jenny Ipkendanz. The land is zoned broad acre on 
the Territory Plan.   
 
A3 Historical Background 
 
The following brief history is based primarily on Phillips (1995), with supplementary 
information from Pfanner (1999), Ipkendanz (1999) and Saunders (1999). 
The Limestone Plains were originally occupied by  Aboriginal people who appear to 
have lived in small, fluid, kin-based groups that came together periodically at large 
inter-tribal gatherings for trade, marriage and ceremony (Flood 1980). 
 
European explorers Charles Throsby Smith, James Vaughan and Joseph Wild first 
entered Aboriginal territory in 1820 and the first European settlement on the 
Limestone Plains was established in 1823 on the Molonglo River at ‘Acton’. 
 
In 1825, merchant, Robert Campbell, established ‘Duntroon’ on a 4000 acre grant on 
the Molonglo River at Pialligo.  In 1827 Campbell began renting 5000 acres south of 
the Molonglo, purchasing the land in 1838 (Armes and Winston-Gregson 1989). The 
future Callum Brae was located in the south west corner of this area. For many years 
the run was overseen by Campbell employees living at ‘Mugga Mugga’ outstation. 
 
In April 1913 the Commonwealth resumed ‘Duntroon’ for the Federal Capital 
Territory.  In 1914 Alex McDonald of ‘Hill Station’ secured a five year agistment lease 
over Mugga Mugga Paddock, Block 110, including what is now Block 10, Section 
102, Symonston.  
 
In 1919 the area was subdivided for soldier settlement. Returned soldier, Hector 
Gordon McIntosh, received a twenty five year lease over block 110G of 372 acres in 
1920.  McIntosh named his property ‘Callum Brae’. In 1923 he purchased two 
adjoining leases, block 110F of 319 acres and block 110H of 640 acres. In 1931 he 
acquired block 110D of 200 acres, making an economically viable holding of 1531 
acres.  Block 10, Section 102, Symonston is located on part of blocks 110F and 
110G.   
 
Between 1920 and 1925 McIntosh resided at Ainslie Post Office where his wife Hilda 
(nee Hayter) was Postmistress. During the week, he lived at Callum Brae in a 
‘portable camp’, a hut towed to the site by tractor.  During this time he built a four 
roomed house just east of the hut.  
 
In 1925 when the Ainslie Post Office closed, the McIntoshs moved to Callum Brae. In 
1929 a forestry hut was purchased from Uriarra and set up near the house.  
Extensions and minor alterations to the house were carried out in 1931. McIntosh sold 
Callum Brae in 1933.   
 
From 1933-1936, the Callum Brae lease was held by Dick Reid. Reid then appears to 
have held the lease to Blocks 110G and 56 Canberra City until 1946, while the lease 
to Blocks 110H and 39 Canberra City was held by Leon Russell Smith from 1936 to 
1955 (Phillips 1995:14). Reid sold his lease to John Butt. A number of additional 
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structures were built during this time, including shearers quarters, an extension to the 
woolshed, a cottage, garage, stables and various other sheds.  
 
In 1957 Andrew and Beryl McMaster and their children began living at Callum Brae, 
purchasing the lease in 1958. Several blocks were consolidated around this time, 
becoming Block 38 Canberra City (Phillips 1995:14).  In 1960 Andrew McMaster sold 
a half share to F. McMaster. In 1987 the lease passed to the McMaster daughters, 
Mrs. Jenny Ipkendanz and Mrs. Margaret Wombey.  The current lessee is Mrs. 
Ipkendanz.  Mrs. Ipkendanz runs fine merinos. 
 
 
A4   Analysis Against the Criteria in Schedule 2 of the Land (Planning 

and Environment) Act 1991 
 
Criteria for the Assessment of the Heritage Significance of Places 
 
Under section 53 of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 the criteria for the 
assessment of the heritage significance of places are listed in Schedule 2 of the Act. 
The following criteria apply to the Callum Brae Precinct: 
 

3.   A place which demonstrates a distinctive way of life, taste, tradition, 
religion, land use, custom, process, design or function which is no longer 
practised, is in danger of being lost, or is of exceptional interest 

Callum Brae is one of only five identified examples of a still functioning soldier 
settlement lease established in the ACT under the World War 1 Federal Capital 
Territory Soldier Settlement Scheme which operated from 1920 – 1927. Most of the 
leases issued under this scheme have been resumed for urban development or 
absorbed into larger existing rural properties. 

Callum Brae retains many of the distinctive built and cultural landscape elements 
characteristic of the soldier settlement period and of modest early twentieth century 
rural enterprises in the ACT. 

Callum Brae meets this criterion to a very high degree. 

5. A place which is the only known or only comparatively intact example of its 
type 

Callum Brae is one of only six relatively intact Federal Capital Territory soldier 
settlement properties identified in the ACT and one of only five still operating as a 
rural lease largely within the original soldier settlement boundaries.   

It is notable for the very high integrity of its soldier settlement structures and interior 
fittings, with very high retention of fabric from the soldier settlement/interwar period, 
and for the relatively high integrity of its soldier settlement boundaries.  

 Callum Brae meets this criterion to some degree. 
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6 A place which is a notable example of a class of natural or cultural places 
or landscapes and which demonstrates the principal characteristics of that 
class 

Callum Brae is a notable example of a successful World War 1 Federal Capital 
Territory soldier settlement lease which typically began as a small, economically non-
viable block but which, in this case, was rapidly expanded into a viable operation by 
the acquisition of adjacent unsuccessful soldier settlement leases. Most of the soldier 
settlement leases in the ACT, and elsewhere, failed.  

The Callum Brae homestead and outbuilding precinct containing small, simple 
structures built by the lessee himself using basic, often recycled materials, 
demonstrates the principal characteristics of soldier settlement leases where capital 
was limited and economy, ingenuity and hard work were essential for survival. 

Yellow Box/Red Gum grassy woodland to the north west of the homestead exhibits 
relatively high retention of species characteristic of this ecological community. 

Callum Brae meets this criterion to a very high degree. 

7  A place which has strong or special associations with person, group, 
event, development or cultural phase which played a significant part in 
local or national history 

As part of the 5000 acres rented by Robert Campbell from 1827 and purchased by 
him in 1839, Callum Brae has historic associations with 'Duntroon,' with 'Mugga 
Mugga,' the 'Duntroon' outstation which oversaw that part of the estate, and with the 
Campbell family. The land is thus associated with the earliest, pastoral phase of the 
area which became the national capital.  
 
Callum Brae is also associated with the World War 1 Soldier Settlement Scheme 
which operated in the Federal Capital Territory from 1920 to 1927.  Hector Gordon 
McIntosh was the soldier settler of this block. 
 
 
‘Mugga Mugga’ ‘Callum Brae’ and 'Woden', located in relatively close proximity along 
the foot slopes of the Mt Mugga Mugga ridgeline, form a suite of historical sites 
representing contrasting nineteenth and early twentieth century rural land use and 
lifestyle: early shepherding and outstation management ('Mugga Mugga'); landed 
gentry ('Woden'); and soldier settlement (‘Callum Brae’). 
 
Callum Brae meets this criterion to a very degree. 
 

9 A place which is a significant habitat or locality for the life cycle of native 
species; for rare, endangered or uncommon species; for species at the 
limits of their natural range; or for distinct occurrences of species 

 
A substantial area of Yellow Box/Red Gum grassy woodland of high conservation 
value is present in the west of Block 10. In low lying land to the east are areas of 
natural temperate grassland, an ecological community in which the endangered 
Grassland Earless Dragon (Tympanocryptis pinguicolla) has been recorded. 
 
 Callum Brae meets this criterion to a very high degree. 



Callum Brae Precinct Block 8 and part Block 10 Section 102 Symonston, Blocks 2068 and 2088 and part Block 2089, 
Hume – DRAFT Entry to an Interim Heritage Places Register 17 
ACT Heritage Council 
 
 

 

10 A place which exhibits unusual richness, diversity or significant transitions 
of flora, fauna or natural landscapes and their elements 

 
The natural landscape of Callum Brae exhibits a transition from Yellow Box/Red Gum 
grassy woodland on slopes in the west of the block to remnant natural temperate 
grassland in low lying areas to the east, one of the few remaining examples of such 
transition. 
 
Callum Brae meets this criterion to some degree. 
 

11  A place which demonstrates a likelihood of providing information which 
will contribute significantly to a wider understanding of natural or cultural 
history, by virtue of its use as a research site, teaching site, type locality or 
benchmark site 

 
As the most significant surviving example of an ACT Federal Capital Territory soldier 
settlement lease, with buildings and fittings that have remained essentially unchanged 
since the 1920s and 1930s, and as a working rural property, Callum Brae has the 
potential to contribute significantly to a wider understanding of soldier settlement in 
the ACT, of the lifestyle of early ACT farming families of modest means and of rural 
grazing practices in the ACT from the 1920s to the present day. 
 
Callum Brae meets this criterion to a high degree. 
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