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Summary of Holder Consultation Group Meeting – Friday 12 May 

Representatives of the Holder community and the Public Housing Renewal Taskforce (the 

Taskforce) discussed the proposed public housing development on part of Block 2 Section 

21 Holder. Participants represented the Holder Community Action Group, Weston Creek 

Community Council and Woden Community Services.  An independent community 

engagement practitioner facilitated the meeting. 

Community issues raised included that the consultation process should involve the whole 

Holder community; that a process be established that involves the community as part of the 

housing relocation program  to ensure the tenants become part of the community; the care 

taken in relocating public housing tenants should help to ensure good outcomes for the 

existing community and tenants; the timeframe for lodging a Development Application; the 

importance of physically integrating the development with its surrounds; the desire for an 

innovative and unique outcome that the community can be proud of; the desire for an 

holistic design approach to protect and enhance the surrounding green space; minimising 

the impact of the development on surrounding residents and traffic in accordance with the 

principles agreed; a community plan for how residents engage with the tenants; the number 

of dwellings; options for site access and parking.  The community representatives presented 

the meeting with principles that were accepted by all as forming the basis for the above and 

all future discussions. 

The Principles: 

1. Utilise a flexible and holistic approach to the planning of the development aiming to 

enhance the connection between the existing and proposed residential area. 

2. Achieve an inclusive and integrated development for supportive housing tenants, 

maximising the value and benefits of the unique community assets and consistent 

with the existing infrastructure and community services. 

3. Safeguard the amenity of the surrounding residential area against any unacceptable 

adverse impacts including from traffic, parking, noise, light or loss of privacy. 

4. Protect and enhance the surrounding green space for the whole community, now 

and into the future [including ensuring the development on the site harmonises with 

the physical character of the surrounding area]. 

5. Develop a Community Engagement Plan and follow this to continue ongoing 

engagement with the community, including the Community Panel/Workshop Group, 

during the planning, design, approval, development, construction and post-

construction processes. 
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Outcomes 

 Develop a vision that considers the site, the tenants, the residents, a model for 

engaging them, and the broader green space beyond the site. 

 The Taskforce will work with the Holder Community Action Group to develop a brief 

for the architect based on the aspirations expressed in this meeting and addressing 

concerns, for review by participants of this meeting before being sent to the 

architect. 

 Woden Community Services, in conjunction with HCAG, will begin to develop a 

model for building shared understanding and engagement between the community 

and public housing tenants. 

 The next meeting will include relevant experts to help the community 

representatives explore options for the site.  The experts could include the architect, 

an engineering consultant, a social planner and a representative of Transport 

Canberra and City Services. Participants will be determined once the Taskforce 

finalises the architect’s brief. 

 


