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" This report demonstrates how the Land Develapment Agency (LDA) and the ACT Parks and Conservation Service
{PCS) have complied with the conditions in the approval decision for the development of cabln, camping and
possible hotel accommodation on Block 799 Gungahlin, ACT (EPBC 2010/5648).

Specifically, the LDA (the proponent) are responsible for complying with conditions 1a, 1b, 1¢, 2 and 4, in the .
approval decision, The LDA and the PCS are jointly responsible with for complying with conditions 1d, 3, 5, 6, 7,
8, 9 and 10 in the approval declslon.

In addition, this report also demonstrates how the ACT Parks and Conservation Sarvice has Implemented the
management plan for the Bonner environmental offset area on behalf of the LDA (the proponent).

The ACT Parks and Conservation Service form part of the Environment Planning and Sustainahle Development
Directorate.

Declaration of Accuracy

in making this declaration, | am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and Blodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to knowlingly provide false
ot misleading Information or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or
both. | declare that all the information and documentation supporting this compliance report is true and
correct In every particular. 1 am authorised to bind the approval holder to this declaration and that [ have no
knowledge of that aythotisation being revoked at the time of making this declaration,

Signed:
Fult name: Nicholas Holt

position; Director

Organisation: Urban Infill - Land Development Agency

Date; 26™ April 2017

Declaration of Accuracy

in making thls declaration, lam aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and Blodiversity
conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false
or misleading information or documents. The offence Is punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or
both. | declare that all the tnformation and documentation supporting this compliance report is true and
cotrect In every particular, | am authorised to bind the approval holder to this declaration and that | have no
kriowledge of that authorigatiqn b ‘g“rﬁ{io/k%a ‘ s of making this declaration.

- 7

(\} - e
JAERY, .
7

g

Signed: Danlel Iglesfas
N,

Fiill name: Danlel iglestas R

;
position: Director L/'

Organisation: ACT Parks and Conservation Service, Environment planning and Sustainable Development
Ditectorate .

oate: ) FH o4 [ 2017
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Results of the Striped Legless Lizard Monitoring Program

e The objective of the project was to provide information regarding the distribution and relative
abundance of the Striped Legless Lizard at the Mulanggari and Gungaderra monitoring sites. This will
inform PCS’ ongoing management of the offset sites with the aim of ensuring the long-term suitability
of the habitat for SLL and stability of the populations.

e Abaseline survey of the Striped Legless Lizard population within the offset areas was undertaken in
spring 2013. This was co-ordinated by ACT Government ecologists using internal staff resources and
volunteers,

s A follow-up survey undertaken by qualified consultants engaged by the ACT Government was
completed in spring 2014, spring 2015 and spring 2016

¢ To undertake the surveys five grids each consisting of 30 tiles were set up in each offset area. These
were checked 10 times between October to December for lizards. NB: one of the grids surveyed in
the Gungaderra Grasslands Nature Reserve was just outside the offset area. The figures in Table 1 for
the Gungaderra Grasslands include results based on the survey of all five grids (i.e. including the grid
outside the offset area) and also for only the four grids surveyed within the offset area. Both were
greater than the number of observations recorded in 2013, but slightly less than the total observed
in 2014.

e For Mulanggari offset area the 2015 total observations were lower than both 2013 and 2014. The
lower observation counts were described as not indicating a decline in the population (Biosis 2016).
The 2015 survey results highlight that in 2013 Mullangari grid two and grid five recorded six and nine
observations respectively, which in the 2015 survey reduced to two and three observations
respectively. Both of these grids are low in the landscape and therefore likely have the thickest grass
cover, potentially impacting lizard movement and potential observations (M. Mulvaney, 2016 pers.
comm.).

¢ An additional survey will be undertaken in spring 2016 to gain further insight into the population
trends within the offset areas. ,

e The 2015 survey report describes the method used in both the 2013, 2014 and 2015 surveys in full.
This method is consistent with the ACT Government survey guidelines (ACT Government 2011) for
the Striped Legless Lizard. The exception is that to reduce the impact of hand capture on the lizards
(e.g. tail loss that can occur during capture and subsequent re-capture) individuals were captured
only if species identification could not be made readily by direct visual observation (i.e. prior to
capture). This was consistent with the advice provided by Osborne (2013) and which was included in
the approved offset management plan for these offset areas.

e The 2016 SLL monitoring season was likely influenced by unusual weather conditions. Sightings of

SLL at both sites were initially low, increasing over time and peaking in early-mid November before
dropplng off : sharply in late November. The wet 2016 winter and cold and wet early spring are likely

to have influenced results by reducing early captures, providing unsuitable conditions for SLL to
move around and find the tiles. The hot late spring and early summer likely shortened the survey
season, with-sightings dropping-off sharply by late November, before the end of the-monitoring
period.

e Table 1 provides the total number of sightings recorded at each site for each of the 2014, 2015and
2016 monitoring seasons. Although the total sightings differ between years at each site, this
difference is likely attributed to factors which influence SLL tile occupation (i.e. seasonal conditions,
herbage-mass, etc.). To further.investigate these factors,.quantitative analysis utilising.SLL'data from
a number of sites and multiple seasons is currently being undertaken. Based on previous surveys of
and visits to the offset sites, the current habitat condition of Mulanggari and Gungaderra appears
stable, with some improvements evident through the control of significant weeds. Significant weed
infestations and biomass at each of these sites will need to be continuously managed, however the
sites currently support populations which are not currently considered to be in danger of loss.

20
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Table 1. 2014, 2015 and 2016 monitoring season SLL sighting totals

|-Mulanggari 5 150 32 37 22 48
Gungaderra 5 150 21 41 32 34

ACT Environmental Offsets — 2016 Grassland Mapping Report
Mulanggari

This site supports one plant community types (PCT): ‘ACT16 Yellow Box - Red Gum Tableland Grassy
Woodland’, with the following zones.

. ¢ 1.034 ha of Zone 1: Native dominated — Low diversity — Canopy.

. * 13.126 ha of Zone 2: Native dominated — Low diversity — No canopy.
J » 8.765 ha Zone 3: Exotic dominated — Low diversity — No canopy.
Gungaderra

Two PCTs were mapped at this site: ‘ACT16 Yellow Box - Red Gum Tableland Grassy Woodland’, and
‘ACT25 Eucalyptus macrorhyncha Tableland Grass / Shrub Forest’. The following zones were recorded.

J * 0.897 ha of ACT16 Zone 1: Native low diversity — Canopy.

J * 5425 ha of ACT16 Zone 2: Native low diversity — No canopy.

] * 6.720 ha of ACT16 Zone 3: Exotic low diversity — No canopy.

J ¢ 2.399 ha of ACT25 Zone 1: Native moderate to high diversity — No canopy.

J * 1.696 ha of ACT25 Zone 2: Native low diversity — Canopy.

J * 2.265 ha of ACT25 Zone 3: Native low diversity — No canopy.
e 0.691 ha of ACT25 Zone 4: Exotic low diversity — Canopy. S —
e +1.449 ha of ACT25 Zone 5: Exotic low diversity —No canopy. ’

21
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