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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Design Partnership is preparing a Master Plan for Oaks Estate, a rural village situated on the 
ACT/NSW border approximately 12 km from the centre of Canberra, adjacent to the township of 
Queanbeyan.  

Recent information from a member of the public has put into question the current boundary of the 
heritage study area for this plan instead arguing that a much wider area should be incorporated into 
the Master Plan. Consequently, an assessment of the European cultural landscape of Oaks Estate 
was required.  

This report documents the results of an assessment of the European cultural landscape surrounding 
Oaks Estate and provides conclusions on whether this wider landscape should be included in the 
heritage assessment of Oaks Estate. 

It found that the argument for the expanded Oaks Estate heritage study area was one of keeping the 
pastoral setting of the current residential development intact. Therefore, it is an issue relating to the 
current perceptions of the community with the Oaks Estate rather than one of the actual heritage 
connections between this landscape and the estate. 

It is concluded that the proposed expanded area does not contain sites or landscapes of sufficient 
association to Oaks Estate that would warrant their inclusion in the heritage assessment of Oaks 
Estate. 

It is recommended that: 

• During the course of the heritage assessment and Master Planning process the views of the 
community regarding the surrounding pastoral landscape of Oaks Estate should be considered.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Description 

The Design Partnership is preparing a Master Plan for Oaks Estate, a rural village situated on the 
ACT/NSW border approximately 12 km from the centre of Canberra, adjacent to the township of 
Queanbeyan. 

The Master Plan is designed to set out the vision and principles to guide development and land users 
into the future. An important component of this will be the management of heritage places. 

The Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate (ESDD) of the ACT Government are 
conducting heritage assessments of the area to inform the Master Plan. 

• Philip Leeson Architects has been engaged to prepare a European Heritage Study and to 
provide heritage assessments of thirteen Oaks Estate heritage nominations. 

• Navin Officer Heritage Consultants (NOHC) has been engaged to conduct an Aboriginal 
heritage assessment of the Oaks Estate Master Plan area. 

The boundary of the heritage investigation area was identified in the draft registration document 
prepared by the ACT Heritage Council in 2004. 

Recent information from a member of the public has put into question this boundary and requires an 
assessment of the cultural landscape of Oaks Estate. It is believed that the broader landscape 
boundary should be considered as part of the heritage assessment. 

This report documents the results of an assessment of the European cultural landscape surrounding 
Oaks Estate and references the results of the Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment. The results of 
an assessment of the Aboriginal cultural landscape surrounding Oaks Estate can be found in the 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment report (NOHC 2012). The report provides conclusions on 
whether the whole or part of this wider landscape should be included in the heritage assessment for 
Oaks Estate Master Plan. 

The report was commissioned by the ESDD. 

1.2 This Report  

1.2.1 Outline 

This report: 

• Describes the Oaks Estate Master Plan (Section 1); 

• Describes the methodology employed in the study (Section 2); 

• Defines the proposed expanded Oaks Estate heritage study area (Section 3); 

• Provides a historical background for the local region, expanded study area and the Oaks 
Estate (Section 4); 

• Describes the known archaeological sites present in the expanded heritage study area 
(Section 5); 

• Provides an assessment of the relationship between the Oaks Estate and the proposed 
expanded heritage study area (Section 6); and 

• Provides management recommendations based on the results of the investigation (Section 7).  
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1.2.2 Copyright 

Copyright to this report rests with the ESDD except for the following: 

• The Navin Officer Heritage Consultants logo and business name (copyright to this rests with 
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd); 

• Generic content and formatting which is not specific to this project or its results (copyright to 
this material rests with Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd); 

• Descriptive text and data relating to Aboriginal objects which must, by law, be provided to the 
ACT Heritage Unit for its purposes and use; 

• Information which, under Australian law, can be identified as belonging to Indigenous 
intellectual property; 

• Content which was sourced from and remains part of the public domain 
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2. STUDY METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Literature and Database Review 

A range of archaeological and historical data was reviewed for the proposed expanded Oaks Estate 
heritage study area and its surrounds. This literature and data review was used to determine if known 
historical sites were located within the area under investigation and to place the area within an 
archaeological and heritage management context. Furthermore, this review was used to assess the 
historical linkages between the expanded heritage study area and the urban portion of the Oaks 
Estate. The review of documentary sources included heritage registers and schedules, local 
histories, and archaeological reports. 

Literature sources included the Heritage Registers maintained by the Australian Heritage Council, 
(Federal) Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) and the Heritage 
Registers and associated reports held by the Heritage Unit, ACT Department of Territory and 
Municipal Services (TaMS). Regional and local histories and heritage studies were also reviewed. 

Searches were undertaken of the following statutory and non-statutory heritage registers and 
schedules: 

• Statutory Listings: 

: World Heritage List; 

: The National Heritage List (Australian Heritage Council); 

: The Commonwealth Heritage List (Australian Heritage Council); 

: The Heritage Register (ACT Heritage Council); and 

: National Historical Shipwreck Register and Database (NSW Heritage Office); 
 

• Non-Statutory Listings: 

: Register of the National Trust of Australia (ACT); 

: The Register of the National Estate (Australian Heritage Council) 

: Australian Institute of Architects, Heritage Buildings List; and 

: Engineers Australia (Engineering Heritage Recognition Program); 

2.2 Project Personnel  

This report was written by Damian Tybussek and edited by Nicola Hayes. 
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3. THE EXPANDED OAKS ESTATE HERITAGE STUDY AREA 

The expanded heritage study area as proposed by Karen Williams and the Oaks Estate Progress 
Association directly relates to the nomination of ‘The Oaks Estate Cultural Landscape’ by the 
National Trust of Australia (ACT) to the ACT Interim Heritage Places Register in 2000 (Williams, 
2000). This nomination was rejected by the ACT Heritage Council. The area does appear on the 
Register of the National Estate, but only as an Indicative Place, which means that it was not 
assessed prior to the closure of this register in 2007. 

This ‘cultural landscape’ is bordered on its north, south and east side by Pialligo Avenue/Yass Road 
and the ACT/NSW border (Figure 3.1). The exception to this is an area along the south border which 
has been extended to include Henderson Street and Derrima Road of Queanbeyan. On its west side 
it is bordered by a line running down the crest of the spur on which Duntroon trig station and an 
aircraft beacon are located. 

The rationale for this boundary is that the Oaks Estate is of a semi-rural character and should be kept 
that way by not developing the adjacent paddocks and areas. This would ensure that the views and 
vistas between the Estate and significant landscape features such as several mountains mentioned 
below and the view of the Estate from the higher slopes to the north are protected and conserved 
(Williams, 2000:3). Furthermore, this physical separation created by the open spaces between 
Canberra and Queanbeyan creates the semi-rural character of the Estate and strengthens the bonds 
of the community (Williams, 2000:9). 

Specific vistas and views mentioned include: 

• The open vista to the Queanbeyan railway station that links the streetscape of Oaks Estate to 
the station; 

• The 360 degree open panoramic view, from the top of the knoll on the north bank at the 
junction of the Molonglo and Queanbeyan Rivers, towards Mt Reedy, Faunce Hill, Mt 
Jerrabomberra, Tuggeranong Hill, Mt Tidbinbilla and Mt Coree and ridge of Duntroon trig;  

• The open vista to Mt Mugga Mugga (overlooking the sites of “Queenbeeann” and 
“Honeysuckle”) from Mountain Road near the north western corner of the sale yards; 

• The open vista of The Oaks in its landscape setting as seen from the high ground to the north 
of the Oaks Estate Road; and 

• The vista to Oaks Estate Road, from the crest of the hill on River Street, along the track from 
the River Street crossing (Williams, 2000:2). 

Of these the first and last views/vistas are within the current heritage study area, while the others are 
within the expanded heritage study area. Other important views are those rural vistas from the 
properties along the Molonglo River within the Oaks Estate looking north or east towards the 
undeveloped paddocks (Williams, 2000:10). 

It is mentioned in the citation that it is not its purpose to register the sites located in NSW along 
Henderson Street and Derrima Road (Williams, 2000:3). However, they should be considered as part 
of the cultural landscape since this area was part of the original Oaks Estate subdivision in 1887 
(Williams, 2000:9). Nevertheless, as this area and the Cooma-Sydney railway line are within NSW 
they cannot be included in this heritage assessment study area as it is a planning tool of the ACT 
Government. 

In conclusion, the argument for the proposed expanded Oaks Estate heritage assessment study area 
is based on conserving the pastoral setting of the urban development of this Estate, while also 
preserving a number of views and vistas to and from the same. Consequently, it is not an argument 
strictly based on the heritage significance and association of the surrounding landscape with the 
Oaks Estate. 
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Figure 3.1 Oaks Estate with the current heritage assessment study area in blue and the proposed expansion in yellow (Google Earth Pro) 
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4. HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

4.1 Regional Overview 

The first documentation of Europeans in the Canberra/Queanbeyan area is in 1820 and 1821 when 
exploratory expeditions in search of the Murrumbidgee River passed through the area (Gillespie 
1985). The Queanbeyan area was first visited by Europeans in 1822 when a small group of men led 
by William Kearns crossed the Molonglo Plains and eventually reached the Queanbeyan River (Lea-
Scarlett 1968: 5-6). By the mid-1820s, the first settlers, squatters and graziers had moved into the 
district, some individuals obtaining crown and compensatory land grants. 

The first settlement in the Queanbeyan district was formed by employees of J. J. Moore, an officer of 
the Supreme Court of NSW, probably about the end of 1824. In May 1825, Robert Campbell, a 
Sydney merchant, was granted £2000 cash with land and sheep to the value of £1000 each as 
compensation for the loss of his ship Sydney. Campbell sent James Ainslie to select 700 sheep from 
the Government flocks at Bathurst, and to select land. Ainslie selected 4000 acres around Mount 
Pleasant, which ultimately formed the nucleus of the Duntroon Estate. In November 1825, the 
Surveyor General was ordered to confirm this selection by grant. In April 1827, J. J. Moore was 
permitted to purchase 1000 acres at 5/- an acre about his stock station at Acton. Robert Campbell 
and J. J. Moore thus became the first landowners in the district of Queanbeyan. 

Moore’s estate at Acton was the first and only “stock station” formed in the immediate Queanbeyan 
district. Within 10 years of the commencement of settlement, grant or promise of grant alienated the 
best land. In 1835 the progress of settlement was described as ‘At Molonglo plains are the farms of 
Balcombe, Captain Rouse, of White, Smith, Mannix, Wood, Crawford, Seabrook, etc.: lower down, at 
Limestone Plains, the farms of Robert Campbell and George T. Palmer, Esquires; lower down still, at 
Yarralumla plains, those of Stephen, Donnison and Weston; to the north west, at Ginninginnindera, 
are the farms of Palmer, Popham, Johnston, McPherson and Langdon; to the south west is 
Nickleagle and McLaren; and twenty miles south west is Nickleagle [Michelago] plains, where Mrs. 
Keefe has a farm, beyond which the country is all unlocated’ (Queanbeyan City Council (QCC) 
1938). 

Before Victoria was developed, the main south road from Sydney was the road via Bungonia, Larbert 
and Ballalaba to the Monaro Plains. Access to the Queanbeyan district was maintained by this road 
and by a road turning westerly at Larbert and proceeding through the gap in the ranges via 
Bungendow (Bungendore) to the Limestone Plains. In the early 1830s, a post office was established 
at Inverary with a weekly mail from Bong Bong, and the postal address of residents in the 
Queanbeyan district was ‘Inverary’ (QCC 1938). 

By 1836, landowners had become residents, and a post office was established at the site of 
Queanbeyan, where the roads from Gundaroo and the country about the Shoalhaven joined the road 
to the Monaro. In 1837, A. T. Faunce was appointed Police Magistrate, W. F. Hayley commenced 
practice as the first medical practitioner and, in 1838, a township was gazetted at Queanbeyan. In 
the same year, Rev. Edward Smith was appointed to minister in the south east of the County of 
Murray with residence at Queanbeyan. 

The rapid change in settlement over this period is illustrated by the population figures for the County 
of Murray. In 1833 the total population was 510, of whom 90% were males and 62% convicts; in 
1836, the figures were 1,728, 84% and 50%; while in 1841 they were 2,111, 74% and 33%. The 
number of resident free women had increased from 33 in 1833 to 525 in 1841, thus indicating a 
general improvement in the conditions of life in the area. 

In 1843, the district, as part of the Counties of Murray, King and Georgina, was granted 
representation in the first partly elective and partly nominee Legislative Council. T. A. Murray was the 
first candidate and, as there were no other nominations, Murray was declared elected. 

During the same year the colony of NSW suffered a major financial crisis. The community became 
one of sellers and no buyers; livestock slumped; sheep sold as low as 5/- a dozen; cattle and horses 
at 5/-each; and no wages could be paid, as no money was available. As a consequence, J. J. Moore 

Oaks Estate Master Plan; European Cultural Landscape Assessment  6  
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd May 2013 



 

was forced to sell his property at Acton. Relief for graziers was obtained by the introduction of boiling 
down by H. D. O’Brien, of Douro, near Yass. He demonstrated that the tallow, skins, bones and 
mutton hams of a sheep were worth 8/- and the values of sheep recovered slightly. But the crisis was 
severe, and real recovery did not follow until the discovery of gold in the 1850s. 

In the meantime, settlement was progressing. Dr. J. F. Murray, a brother of Sir T. A. Murray of 
Yarralumla, obtained the grant of Woden, which he later sold to Charles and Martin Byrne. In 1835, 
James and William Wright and J. H. M. Lanyon obtained grants on the river below Tharwa. In 1837, 
William Wright was shot, and, shortly after, J. H. M. Lanyon returned to England, and James Wright 
formed the Lanyon Estate. In 1837, Thomas McQuoid was granted Tuggeranong, and, in 1841, 
bequeathed it to his son T. H. McQuoid. The son was drowned in the wreck of the Dunbar in 1857, 
when Andrew Cunningham purchased the property. In 1839, Alexander McDonald acquired Uriarra; 
in 1842, George Webb acquired Tidbinbilla; and in 1847, James Wright removed from Lanyon to 
Cuppacumbalong. During these years, Joseph and Emanuel Mandelson settled in the Naas Valley, 
Alexander McKeahnie at Orroral, and Charles McKeahnie at Booroomba (QCC 1938). 

In the first years (1850-1851) of the alluvial gold era, the discovery of gold was disastrous for the 
Queanbeyan district. Shepherds, stockmen and other departed for the gold fields, and graziers faced 
ruin when labour was not available to tend their flocks and herds. But a change soon came: the vast 
increase in population caused recovery in the value of livestock; disappointed diggers returned to 
their former employment; and graziers, on the verge of bankruptcy after the 1843 crisis, soon found 
themselves wealthy men. 

The discovery of gold in the Snowy River in 1859 and the resultant Kiandra gold rush caused the first 
boom in the Queanbeyan district. Thousands of gold-seekers passed through Queanbeyan on their 
way to the diggings. With the increased traffic, coach lines developed. Cobb & Co. ran a daily coach 
between Picton and Goulburn, and a tri-weekly coach between Goulburn and Queanbeyan. 

Gold was discovered about six miles from Queanbeyan in November 1852, and, combined with the 
discovery of lead and copper on the Dodsworth Estate, these finds were the beginning of the local 
mineral boom which finally led to the birth of Captain’s Flat. Significant gold mining discoveries during 
this decade include Bungendore in 1855; Canberry Church (St John’s, Reid, Canberra) and Duntroon 
Estate in 1857; and the Foxlow Estate in 1858. The former three fields were of a short lived nature 
while the latter was the scene of several rushes up to the early 1870s (Field 1985:250-254; QCC 
1938). 

In August 1882, it was reported that the copper discovery at Molonglo near Captain’s Flat was 
exceedingly rich and that the mines were bound to go ahead as they were within a convenient 
distance of Bungendore, where the railway was soon to be constructed. ‘The Flat’ began to boom 
during that year and, in October 1882, 100000 acres of Crown Land at Molonglo in the County of 
Murray was proclaimed a Goldfield under the title ‘Molonglo Goldfield. In 1886, the Goulburn Herald 
reported that a new township was to be established at Captain’s Flat and that there were already a 
great many residents and a number of buildings there (Field 1985:254). The township here thrived 
until 1890 when the exodus began due to the closure of a number of mines and by the middle of this 
decade the small amount of mining activity ongoing signified the complete collapse of the field (Field 
1985:258-259). 

While the major focus was on mineral discoveries to the east of Queanbeyan during the latter half of 
the nineteenth century, there was a continuing consolidation of settlement throughout the region 
especially at the major estates such as Duntroon, Yarralumla, Gungahleen, Lanyon and Parkwood. 
The district was so settled that the introduction of ‘Free Selection before Survey’ in 1861 had little 
influence mainly because the early large land grantees had secured all the best land consisting of 
grasslands, river flats, and basal valley slopes. Therefore, the only remaining land was the marginal 
forested and poorly watered sections of the landscape. The land selectors who applied for this land 
under the Robertson Land Acts were often people of limited financial resources or no government 
contacts, and often locals whose occupations and families were connected to the labour force of the 
larger estates. Their landholdings were often small and conditionally purchased, with freehold title 
only gained after completion of all payments. During the payment period, various conditions were 
often specified, including the conduct of improvements such as fencing and clearing, and a period of 
residency on the block. Subsequently, in many cases the smallholdings proved uneconomic and 
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selectors could not support their payments and consequently lost or sold their holdings. The buyers 
were frequently the neighbouring large estate holders who retained the best land, the best water 
sources and could raise sufficient capital. 

During the 1860s the changes in the district were of a substantial and progressive nature. In the 
middle 1860s, the electric telegraph was extended to Queanbeyan. In 1869, the steam railway was 
opened to Goulburn, but the extension was not completed to Tarago until 1884, to Bungendore until 
1885, and to Queanbeyan until 1886. 

As in all parts of Australia, the district has been subject to alternating periods of drought and plenty. 
In the early 1840s there was the record drought; the Molonglo and Queanbeyan Rivers dried up, the 
Murrumbidgee ceased running, and water was obtainable only by sinking in the river beds, at water 
holes in the Murrumbidgee, and at a few permanent springs like that at Wanna Wanna. In the 1870s, 
drought again prevailed; in the early eighties, there was again plenty, but, in 1885, there was another 
severe drought; this was followed by years of good seasons with another severe drought in the late 
1890s. 

In 1899, a Constitution for the Commonwealth of Australia was approved at referendums of the 
people of Australia. Six months before the Bill for Constitution Act was introduced, the Government of 
NSW initiated an inquiry for the selection of a site for the seat of government. The proposal for the 
‘Queanbeyan site’, now Canberra, originated with John Gale, a veteran journalist of Queanbeyan. 
The site proposed was 1600 acres lying on both sides of the Molonglo River, extending southerly 
from about Civic Centre; the area proposed for the territory was 64000 acres, lying west of 
Queanbeyan and north of the Murrumbidgee with the southeastern corner lying about half a mile 
below the Tharwa Bridge. These sites with extended areas were adopted by Parliament in 1903 
(QCC 1938). 

The ACT was established from land ceded by New South Wales in 1911. Initial development of the 
ACT was slow, and the Commonwealth with only gradual changes continued management of the 
existing NSW infrastructure. The last ‘freehold’ properties were not resumed until the 1980s. Names 
already in use in 1911, and these were mainly natural features and locality names, were retained. 
Although some localities, overtaken by urban development, have disappeared, their names have 
usually been retained in some form. 

The Commonwealth Government in 1913 named the City of Canberra. The name has local 
authenticity, being associated with the district since early settlement. Joshua Moore obtained a land 
grant in 1822 at Canberry on the Limestone Plains (the inner northern suburbs now occupy the 
Limestone Plains) and the explorer and naturalist John Lhotsky in 1834 referred to the area as 
“Kembery”. The Government Gazette of 20 September 1928 listed Canberra as an Aboriginal name 
of doubtful meaning. However, the official explanation at the naming ceremony in 1913 was that 
Canberra was an Aboriginal name meaning “meeting place”. 

4.2 Early Pastoral Stations in the Queanbeyan Area 

The Oaks Estate proposed expanded study area is connected with two early estates in the Canberra-
Queanbeyan area: Duntroon and Jerrabomberra. In order to provide a historical context for the study 
area a basic history of both of these estates is provided below. 

4.2.1 Duntroon 

The study area falls partly within the greater boundaries of the Duntroon Estate of which the original 
nucleus was the Pialligo land grants made to Robert Campbell in the early 1820s (Lea-Scarlett 1968: 
10, 16; Gillespie 1991: 9). The grant was first settled in 1825 by James Ainslie who occupied the land 
on behalf of Campbell. In the early 1830s a homestead was constructed of locally quarried stone for 
Campbell on a flat terrace overlooking the Molonglo River (DHA 1996). 

The property was managed by Robert Campbell’s third son, Charles, who came to Pialligo in 1835.  
The Campbell family played a major role in shaping the early settlement of the Limestone Plains. 
From 1836 to 1841, Charles participated in the government’s assisted migration scheme and 
favoured Scottish migrants to work on the property in roles such as shepherds, ploughmen and dairy 
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hands. Many families arrived during this period including the Camerons, McDonalds, McInneses, 
McIntoshes and McPhersons. Charles supported the creation of a village lifestyle on the estate 
through the allotment of two acres of land per family. These small tenant farms were of adequate 
size to graze a cow and grow some vegetables (Gillespie 1991; Pender & Quiddington 1987). 

In the early 1840s Campbell financed the construction of St John the Baptist Church of England and 
a schoolhouse on the western side of the Yass Road (now Anzac Parade) north of the Molonglo 
River (National Trust Australia (ACT) 1992). The church was consecrated in 1845 and the school, the 
first in the district, opened not long afterwards. The school had a maximum of 49 enrolled students in 
the late 1860s, however by 1878 there were only 25 students present and by March 1880 the Church 
of England School Board closed the school due to low attendance. From July 1895 the St John’s 
schoolroom was used as the venue for a central Public School until a new building was built nearby 
(Archives ACT 2010; Gillespie1999). 

The name Duntroon is first recorded in 1846, the same year that Robert Campbell died in the 
gardens of his homestead. The property was left to his fourth son George and continued to be 
managed by Charles, until George came to Duntroon in 1855 (DHA 1996). 

George Campbell and his wife Marianne Collinson Close developed Duntroon into a substantial 
estate by purchasing land north and west of the original holdings and making significant changes to 
the estate’s buildings and gardens. Marianne designed several buildings in Victorian Gothic style 
including a two storey extension to the original homestead, two gatehouses and various outbuildings. 
A large garden containing around 90 different species of trees and flowers and a hedge maze was 
also developed around the homestead during this period. Along the rich alluvial river flats willows, 
vegetable gardens and Lucerne was planted (DHA 1996; Pender & Quiddington 1987). In the 1850s, 
the Duntroon cattle and horse stock had a reputation as the “best south of Sydney” (Shumack 
1977:27). 

The estate also became a social focus for the region with George initiating an annual New Year’s 
Day festival with sometimes between 150 and 200 people attending. A well-known rivalry to host 
other social events such as balls existed between Duntroon and Ginninderra station at this time 
(Shumack 1977). 

George Campbell lived at Duntroon until 1876, when he went to England where he lived until his 
death in 1881. Duntroon was managed by Campbell’s nephew, Frederick until the Commonwealth 
resumed the property as part of the Federal Territory in 1910. 

The former Duntroon estate was identified as a suitable site for the Royal Military College (RMC) and 
following construction of college buildings it opened for students in June 1911 (DHA 1996). Duntroon 
has been the site of the RMC from this time up until the present. 

The homestead complex of Duntroon lies approximately 6.5km to the northwest of the Oaks Estate 
and demonstrates the considerable size of the estate throughout this period as this area represents 
its southeast edge. 

4.2.2 Jerrabomberra  

The original land grants to John Palmer in the late 1820s formed the nucleus of what would become 
the Jerrabomberra Estate. John Palmer arrived in the colony with the first fleet as purser of Governor 
Phillip’s flagship Sirius (Lea-Scarlett, 1968:10). He later became Commissary-General of the colony 
in 1791 and was the brother in law of Robert Campbell, owner of the Duntroon Estate (Gillespie, 
1991:16; Lea-Scarlett, 1968:10). His land grants at Queanbeyan were the result of an exchange for a 
property at Portland Head and his representative had selected the land near Mount Jerrabomberra in 
early 1827 (Lea-Scarlett, 1968:10). Later that year, assumedly after the success of the exchange, he 
transferred his stock to his new 2000 acre property which was later added to in 1832 with another 
640 acres (Lea-Scarlett, 1968:11). The 1828 census records that by this time a station had been 
established on the property which was run by a staff of seven people (Gillespie, 1991:16). 

After the death of John Palmer in 1833 the estate was left to his eldest son George Thomas Palmer 
who had already established the nearby Ginninderra Estate. Assumedly due to his involvement with 
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this estate, management of Jerrabomberra was left to his youngest son Pemberton Palmer (Lea-
Scarlett, 1968:11). Apparently Pemberton also managed the Hill Plain Estate and was an 
extravagant spender (Shumack, 1967:28). Consequently he had been bankrupt twice by 1867 which 
led the Jerrabomberra Estate to be leased by auction in this year as it was entailed and could not be 
sold outright (Shumack, 1967:28). 

A number of community activities were held on the estate during the mid to late 19th Century. This 
included horse races on a private course on the estate from 1865 until at least 1886 and the 
establishment of a Presbyterian Church in 1863 (Lea-Scarlett, 1968:135). 

In 1871, following the passage of the Robertson Land Acts of 1860-1861, Pemberton Palmer began 
subdividing 'Jerrabomberra', selling leases to thirty 100 acre blocks. This process was part of an 
evolution of an older arrangement were station owners had leased some of their land to tenant 
farmers who were often their employees (Gillespie, 1991:155). It was also likely necessitated by 
Pemberton’s second bankruptcy in 1867. This need likely continued as around 1880 it appears that 
Pemberton Palmer had another 4000 acres of the estate subdivided into lots and auctioned as 
leaseholds before his death in 1885. However, all these leases ended up in the hands of four men 
Frederick Warwick, John Bull, J. J. Wright and James Pike (Gillespie, 1991:181). The slow decrease 
of the property through subdivision and sale continued in 1908 when another part of the property was 
auctioned (Gillespie, 1991:264). 

In 1987 the remaining property of Jerrabomberra Estate was subdivided for the new suburb of 
Jerrabomberra and has been intensively developed to the present day to become a modern village 
on the outskirts of Queanbeyan and Canberra. 

4.3 The Oaks Estate Area  

The initial settlement of the Oaks Estate area comprised several small pastoral stations linked to 
large grazing properties (Figure 4.1). In the area of what became Oaks Estate there were three 
stations: Duntroon owned by Robert Campbell, ‘Queenbeeann’ squatted on by Timothy Beard, and 
Jerrabomberra owned by John Palmer (Williams, 1997:viii). These stations were established in the 
area in the 1820s, but soon after Palmer brought the land Beard had been squatting upon and 
incorporated the land into his Jerrabomberra holding (Williams, 1997:2). From this point this area 
was shared between Campbell’s Duntroon Estate which held portions 158, 159, and 198 of the 
Parish of Pialligo and portion 35 of the Parish of Queanbeyan and Palmer’s Jerrabomberra Estate 
which held portion 14 of the Parish of Queanbeyan. 
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Figure 4.1 Original land grants along the Molonglo River between Queanbeyan and Yarralumla with 

a blue dot marking the later Oaks Estate (Gillespie, 1991:21) 

In 1837 Campbell built a stone homestead in what would become the Oaks Estate that later came to 
be called The Oaks (NCPA, 1990:34). It was built for relatives that unfortunately never arrived and 
was consequently leased as the Elmsall Inn from 1838 to 1848 (NCPA, 1990:34). In the late 1850s it 
became the residence of Dr. William Foxton Hayley who ran a private hospital from this location until 
1868 (Williams, 2000:16). Finally, in 1877 the residence and surrounding land of portion 35 was 
acquired by John Bull who constructed a wool-washing plant and fellmongery in the north-east corner 
of the portion near the confluence of the Molonglo and Queanbeyan Rivers (Williams, 2000:16). 

By 1885 a syndicate of businessmen including William Price, John Bull, and George Tompsitt owned 
The Oaks and much of Campbell’s former portion 35 around it (Williams, 2000:16). In preparation for 
the coming Queanbeyan-Sydney railway they subdivided the Mountain Road area in 1886 and the 
Oaks Estate in 1887 (Williams, 2000:16). The Oaks Estate was marketed at this time as being a 
good industrial and business area due to the convergence of several important roads and the railway 
(Williams, 2000:17). However, after this initial subdivision settlement in this area was a sparse mix of 
industry, farming, and residential properties for several decades afterwards (Williams, 2000:17). 
More specifically, the Mountain Road area was a rural farming area while the Oaks Estate was a 
residential and industrial area especially after the second Oaks Estate subdivision sale in 1892 
(Williams, 1997:23). 

A clear demonstration of this sparse settlement comes from the c.1915 Territory Feature Map (Figure 
4.2). It shows that within the Oaks Estate approximately eighteen lots had been built upon that were 
all quite separate from each other. In the Mountain Road area approximately five lots had been built 
upon that were all located to the north of Mountain Road. Outside of these two areas the only other 
building within the expanded heritage study area was a complex of slab huts located at Honeysuckle 
station. 
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Figure 4.2 c.1915 Territory Feature Plan with expanded heritage study area outline 

After the decision to build the Australian Capital at Canberra, the Oaks Estate became connected 
with the construction of the city in the form of housing for workers. Therefore, by 1913 the residents 
of Oaks Estate worked in Queanbeyan, for the Railway, or on the Federal Capital (Williams, 
2000:17). After the beginning of construction of the first Parliament House in 1923 the percentage of 
federal workers dramatically increased since this area was viewed as an easy entrance into the 
Territory for local NSW residents (Williams, 2000:17). This was particularly true during the 
depression years as people living in the Territory were preferred for employment there (Williams, 
2000:17). 

During these early decades of the Federal Capital Territory the Oaks Estate was always viewed as a 
temporary settlement and therefore was not considered in any future development plans (Williams, 
2000:18). Nevertheless, the estate still became a strong working class settlement, while the adjacent 
Mountain Road Area remained an area of rural settlement at least until it began to attract more 
industrial development from the late 1930s onwards (Williams, 2000:18). By the 1950s the 
occupations of Oaks Estate residents had changed from being construction focussed to being 
associated with trades and businesses (Williams, 1997:87). In later decades this again changed with 
a growing number of residents being in government employment (Williams, 1997:87). 

It appears that the majority of the residential development of the Oaks Estate occurred post WWII 
(Figure 4.3). This was associated with housing shortages in the capital, post war immigration to 
Australia, and the ability to set up light industry in Oaks Estate due to the lack of planning controls by 
the Federal Government (Williams, 1997:87, 102). However, a significant proportion of this 
development consisted of substandard or haphazard housing which became a problem from the mid 
1960s onwards (Williams, 1997:139). This led the Commonwealth to finally resume the freehold land 
in the Oaks Estate in 1974 and put in planning controls to improve living standards in the area 
(Williams, 1997:139). Consequently, in more recent times Oaks Estate has become a small urban 
village composed of private residences and public housing (Monaro Consultant and Burnham 
Planning, 1991). 

Oaks Estate Master Plan; European Cultural Landscape Assessment  12  
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd May 2013 



 

 
Figure 4.3 Historical Perspective of the Oaks Estate (Monaro Consultant and Burnham Planning, 1991:8) 
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5. SITES WITHIN THE EXPANDED HERITAGE STUDY AREA 

5.1 Historical and Recorded Archaeological Sites  

Today the paddocks to the north of the Molonglo and Queanbeyan Rivers can be described as 
‘largely improved pastures lightly treed mainly with degraded open woodland of apple box, yellow 
box and red gum’ with the majority of trees being between 60 and 100 years old (Williams, 2000:7). 
In contrast, the area to the south of the Molonglo River, west of the current heritage study area has 
been moderately developed. 

Currently the new industrial suburb of Beard is being built in the area between the Canberra-
Queanbeyan railway and the ACT/NSW border. To the northeast of this in the Mountain Road area 
are also several less recent industrial developments such as the Queanbeyan Sewerage Treatment 
Works, a Nursery Paddock, an Electricity sub-station, and a sale yards. Around these developments 
are several undeveloped paddocks which are basically of the same nature as those to the north of 
the Molonglo. 

Historically, a number of sites are known to have been present in the expanded heritage study area. 
They are discussed in turn below. 

5.1.1 The “Queenbeeann” Huts 

This small outstation represents the oldest settlement in this area dating from soon after 1823 until at 
least the mid 1830s (Williams, 1997:2; 2000:15). It was originally related to the squatters run of 
Timothy Beard but was later likely occupied by shepherds working for John Palmer of Jerrabomberra 
Estate. It appears to have been located towards the northeast corner of portion 14 of the Parish of 
Queanbeyan (Figure 4.1). Today this area is crossed by the Canberra-Queanbeyan Railway with 
open paddocks to the north and a tannery development to the south, as well as the new industrial 
estate of Beard. 

No trace of this site was found during recent archaeological surveys of Beard (BIOSIS, 2008). This 
suggests that it was to the north of the railway line as Williams (2000:24) suggests. This area was 
once a market garden associated with the Canberra abattoir from 1944. Some historical artefacts 
have been found along the creek that runs through the centre of this area. As the development of the 
market garden involved contour ploughing and the construction of concrete channels, as well as the 
gardens themselves it appears highly likely that this site has been destroyed either by this 
development or the construction of the railway (Williams, 2000:24). 

5.1.2 Honeysuckle Station 

This small corner of Duntroon Estate appears to have been run from this small station. It was built by 
1839 and was occupied from this date for around 20 years by Gilbert and Mary McInnes while Gilbert 
worked as a shepherd for the Campbells (Williams, 1997:4). In 1867 the resident of the farm was 
listed as John Blundell, while from the 1880s to around 1920 members of the Southwell family 
occupied the site (Williams, 1997:4). However, it appears that Selwyn Wark lived in the original 
homestead at the site during the mid to late 1920s (Williams, 1997:216). In 1919 the former portions 
of Duntroon Estate in the vicinity of Honeysuckle were divided up to become a part of the Soldier 
Settlement Lease Scheme following WWI (Williams, 1997:5). A Jimmy Muir took over this lease and 
lived on the property until the 1930s after which at some point it was sold to Buckmaster and Webb 
(Williams, 1997:5). Buckmaster kept the land until it was resumed for use as a holding paddock for 
the Canberra Abattoir in 1944 (Williams, 1997:215). It appears that, at the time of Buckmaster’s 
purchase of the land, the original buildings at the site had been demolished and a new weatherboard 
house was built adjacent to the old site (Williams, 1997:215). In the 1960s a new house was 
constructed to the southeast of the Duntroon trig station upslope of the old site as a residence for the 
caretaker of these paddocks (Williams, 2000:8). 

The c.1915 Territory Feature Plan gives a clear indication of the nature of the landscape and features 
associated with the original homestead (Figure 4.2). The structures within the original homestead 
complex themselves are described as slab huts while to the east along the Molonglo River, but still 
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within the Big Honeysuckle Paddock was a fenced area of old cultivation. Similarly to the west along 
the Molonglo River were another two fenced areas of cultivation. Obviously, the occupants of the 
homestead at this point were engaged in some cultivation along with their pastoral activities. This 
map demonstrates that the likely original slab huts built at this station were extant at this time, and as 
described above they were present until at least the 1930s. 

Today both the original and new homesteads at this site are no longer present, while the most recent 
house upslope is extant. The original Honeysuckle site was surveyed by the Canberra 
Archaeological Society in 1991 who found some evidence of the former structures in the form of 
hearth stones, postholes and a possible dump site (Barber, 1991: Williams, 2000:24). Aerial 
photography of the area also suggests that some plough lines may be visible in the location of the 
two cultivated paddocks nearby. 

5.1.3 The Mountain Road Area  

This area was the location of several small rural farms or residences from the 1880-1890s onwards 
(Williams, 2000:18). There were apparently five by 1895, with around the same amount being 
present on the c.1915 Territory Feature Map (Williams, 2000:17). At this time all these properties 
were present to the north of Mountain Road along with a Chinese Market Garden. 

The area to the north of Mountain Road 

When the blocks in this area became the Queanbeyan Sewerage Treatment Works in 1938 only 
three cottages remained from the initial development along with some associated sheds (Williams, 
2000:8). One of these cottages, the Riverview homestead, was demolished in 1993 with only the 
garden being extant today (Williams, 1997:203; 2000:9). Today only one of these cottages, used as 
an office for the Queanbeyan Council Nursery, is extant (Williams, 2000:8). This building was 
originally the homestead Alabama built in 1912 by Dick Blundell Jnr (Williams, 2000:8). There 
appears to be some remains of the third cottage to the west of the extant Alabama homestead on the 
former Block 9 of Section 7 (Williams, 2000:24). Also in this area was a Chinese Market Garden and 
a stone hut which are unfortunately currently beneath a large settlement pond (Williams, 2000:8). 

The area to the east of Nimrod Road  

This small area was associated with John Bull’s second wool-scouring and tanning business after he 
and his brother purchased the land from Campbell in 1888 (Williams, 1997:197). Unfortunately, all 
the buildings associated with this business, except for a separate house, were swept away by the 
1891 floods (Williams, 1997:198). A few years later in 1895 a slaughterhouse and tannery owned by 
the Bull’s appears to have been operating on the land again (Williams, 1997:198). This business 
appears to have operated until at least 1906, however, no buildings are present in this area on the 
c.1915 Territory Feature Map (Williams, 1997:198). No archaeological traces of these buildings 
appear to be extant in this area suggesting that they have been destroyed by the construction of the 
Oaks Estate Road or subsequent floods. 

It appears that at a later date a brick hut was present on Block 5 at least until the 1920s when it was 
burnt down with only the brick chimney being extant by the 1930s (Williams, 1997:198). It was 
originally a pigsty associated with the Riverview property, but was later converted into a two roomed 
hut for the homeless (Williams, 2000:25). Today some sandstock bricks from the chimney are still 
visible at the site (Williams, 2000:25). 

The Round Paddock (area bounded by Mountain and Nimrod Road, and Railway Street) 

This area does not appear to have been substantially built upon before the construction of a sale 
yards and Electricity sub-station in the early 1950s (Williams, 2000:9). However, there are two more 
modern features that have a connection to the Oaks Estate. 

This first of these is the Oaks Estate rubbish tip which appears to have been located on the west side 
of Nimrod Road on Block 6 or 7 of Section 6 (Williams, 1997:219). Although it features on a 1948 
plan of the area it was closed in 1930, but before this it consisted of a surface tip roughly 100 m by 
80m in size surrounded by a fence (Williams, 1997:199-200, 219). 
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The second is a cricket field surrounded by a U-shaped tree planning located near the northwest 
corner of the intersection of Nimrod Road and Railway Street. This field was rented by the Oaks 
Estate Progress Association in the mid 1950s until a later date before the 1980s (Williams, 
1997:200). During their lease of the ground the Progress Association planted the current trees, as 
well as building a pavilion/shed which does not appear to be extant (Williams, 1997:200). 

5.1.4 Trails, Tracks and Roads 

Over time different fords were used to cross the Molonglo River in the vicinity of what became the 
Oaks Estate. Naturally, there are different remnant trails on the north side of the River (Figure 5.1). 
Archaeologically, some of these trails are still visible on this side, but unfortunately on the south side 
these features have been destroyed by later development. 

 
Figure 5.1 The junction of the Molonglo and Queanbeyan Rivers showing pre and post 1836 tracks 

(Williams, 2012:2) 

The pre 1836 track leading from the ford to the west of the Oaks Estate towards the Bungendore-
Yass road appears to have been destroyed by later erosion and pastoral use of the land. On the 
south side of the river it has definitely been destroyed by recent development. 

The post 1836 track leading from the ford near The Oaks towards the Yass-Queanbeyan road 
appears to have been destroyed in the area just over the river by a later Quarry and the modern 
Oaks Estate Road. However, to the north of Oaks Estate Road a section of this track may be present 
as an eroded drainage line (Williams, 2000:16). This track was used up until the 1870s (Williams, 
2000:23). 

The most recent road visible on the Federal Territory Feature Map of c.1915 is still partially in use 
today as its northern half has become the modern Oaks Estate Road (Figure 4.2). The southern half 
leading to the ford at the end of River Street in the Oaks Estate is still visible as an archaeological 
feature and is within the current heritage study area. This ford and road appears to have been in use 
from the 1870s through to the 1950s (Williams, 2000:8). 

Two tracks are visible on the c.1915 Territory Feature Map running from Honeysuckle farm to the 
Yass-Queanbeyan road (Figure 4.2). These tracks likely facilitated travel between the farm and 
associated pastoral holdings and the Duntroon Estate. Today the northern joined section of these 
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tracks appears to be part of the current Honeysuckle lane but the main southern portions of both are 
no longer extant. In the case of the east branch it appears to have been destroyed by a later quarry. 
The ford connected to the eastern trail and the small ford leading from Honeysuckle station today 
both appear partially visible as low gradient slopes leading to the river associated with sediment 
build-up. 

5.1.5 The Canberra-Queanbeyan and Cooma-Sydney Railway Lines 

Built in 1913, the Canberra-Queanbeyan line helped to connect the fledgling national capital to the 
outside world (Williams, 2000:8). Still in use today this railway is a feature of some significance to the 
early construction and life in the Capital. This feature bisects the paddocks to the west of the Oaks 
Estate in the Mountain Road area and as such is within the expanded heritage study area. 

The original Queanbeyan-Sydney railway line competed in 1887 was originally an impetus for the 
development of the Oaks Estate and as such has a connection to this settlement. However, as this 
railway forms the ACT/NSW border in this area, it falls within NSW and cannot be included within this 
project. 

5.1.6 The Henderson Street and Derrima Road area  

Although located in NSW, this area was originally part of the Oaks Estate subdivision. Today the 
Derrima Road area contains a number of houses of a similar age and character to those within the 
Oaks Estate (Williams, 2000:10). A small section of railway housing is also present on the corner of 
Henderson Street and McEwan Avenue that forms part of the larger railway complex (Williams, 
2000:10). Unfortunately, as these buildings are within NSW they are outside the scope of this project. 

5.1.7 The Area between the Molonglo and Queanbeyan Rivers  

There is a report of a disturbed building site and associated dump near the Cooma-Sydney railway in 
this location (Williams, 2000:23). It appears to have been disturbed by the railway cutting and later 
impacted by grading works (Williams, 2000:23). Another house and dump site possibly associated 
with a fettler appears to be located a short distance to the northwest (Williams, 2000:23). No other 
information is available about these sites, but as the former has been disturbed by the railway it must 
predate 1887, while the latter, as it is associated with the railway, must postdate this time. 

5.1.8 Site Summary  

Within the expanded heritage study area are a small number of archaeological sites of which four are 
disturbed and the rest in good to moderate states of preservation (Figure 5.2). The clear majority of 
these sites are within the Mountain Road area which is not surprising considering that this is the only 
other developed area within the expanded heritage study area. These sites form a small number of 
those that would have been in this area if they had not been destroyed by development over the past 
50 years or so. At present none of these sites have been assessed as to their heritage significance. 
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Figure 5.2 Sites present within the expanded Oaks Estate heritage assessment study area (Google Earth Pro) 
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5.2 Heritage Listings 

A search of all relevant heritage listings as described in Section 2 was undertaken of both the current 
and expanded Oaks Estate heritage study areas (Table 5.1). These results demonstrate that all 
statutory listed items fall within the current heritage study area. Consequently the only listed item that 
falls within the expanded study, but not within NSW, is the Oaks Estate Cultural Landscape and this 
is only an indicative place. Therefore, there are no significant heritage listed items within the 
proposed expanded heritage study area. 
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Table 5.1: Results of Heritage Search for the Oaks Estate and Surrounds 

Place Register Status Location 

Oaks Estate Cultural Landscape National Estate Indicative Place See Figure # 

The Oaks 

ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated Section 2 Block 16 & 19 

National Estate Registered 3 Hill Street, Oaks Estate 

National Trust (ACT) Classified ? 

River Street ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated Section 6 Blocks 17, 18 & 19, 

Section 8 Blocks 1-5, 7 & 9 

9 Hazel Street 
ACT Heritage 

Register Nominated Section 7 Blocks 11 & 12 

National Trust (ACT) Classified ? 

William Street ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated Section 11 Block 36, 

Section 12 Block 21 

Oaks Estate Hall ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated Section 15 Block 4 (part) 

Market Garden ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated Section 13 Block 5 (Part) 

Hazelbrook Industrial Estate ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated Section 14 Blocks 1, 3, 4 & 5, 

Section 13 Blocks 5 & 6 

Oaks Estate Village Precinct ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated 

Section 2 Blocks 16 & 19-22, 
Section 3 Blocks 2, 3, 13-16 & 25, 

Section 5 Blocks 1-7, 
Section 6 Blocks 1-6 & 17-27, 
Section 7 Blocks 1-6 & 9-13, 
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Place Register Status Location 

Section 8 Blocks 1-13 & 21-33, 
Section 10 Blocks 1-5, 

Section 11 Blocks 1, 4-15, 23-32 & 36-38, 
Section 12 Blocks 20-25, 
Section 13 Blocks 3-6, 

Section 14 Blocks 1, 3-5, 
Section 15 Blocks 1, 2, 4 & 5 

The Oaks Estate National Trust (ACT) ? ? 

Florence Street ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated Section 5 Blocks 1-3, 

Section 13 Blocks 3, 5 and 6 

George Street ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated Section 8 Blocks 24-26, Section 11 Blocks 1-4 

Chinese Market Garden ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated Section 14 Block 1 - (Part of 2) 

Easement ACT Heritage 
Register Nominated 

Old water supply tanks on, road verge between 
McEwan , Avenue and William Street, at intersection 

of Railway Street 
Chinamans Crossing National Estate Rejected Place River Street, Oaks Estate 

Slab Hut National Estate Indicative Place Rear of 7 George Street, Oaks Estate 
Queanbeyan Railway Station National Estate Registered Henderson Street, Queanbeyan 

Queanbeyan Railway Station Group National Estate Registered Henderson Street, Queanbeyan 
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6. ASSESSEMENT OF THE PROPOSED EXPANDED HERITAGE 
STUDY AREA 

6.1 Association of sites in the expanded heritage study area with Oaks Estate 

As described in Section 3 the argument for the expanded Oaks Estate heritage study area is one of 
keeping the pastoral setting of the current residential development intact. Therefore, this is an issue 
relating to the current perceptions of the community with the Oaks Estate rather than one of the 
actual heritage connections between this landscape and the estate. 

The description of the archaeological sites located within the expanded heritage study area outlined 
in Section 5 demonstrate that this area contains no sites with strong connections to sites within Oaks 
Estate or this general area. Generally, the Oaks Estate area from its initial subdivision in 1887 has 
always been a residential area surrounded by open paddocks to the north and east, and small rural 
properties to the west. Over time this urban development within the Estate has only intensified while 
the rural properties to the west have been replaced by industrial development. Only the open 
paddocks to the north and east had remained largely the same. Consequently, there has always 
been a disjunction between the Oaks Estate and its surrounding areas in terms of function. This is 
especially true in a temporal sense as the major development of Oaks Estate took place after WWII 
while the surrounding landscape, with the exception of the area to the west, still retains most of its 
19th Century pastoral character. 

In heritage terms there is no clear association between the Oaks Estate and the sites found in the 
expanded heritage study area. Therefore, for the purposes of heritage assessment and management 
there is no reason why these sites and the Oaks Estate need to be grouped together in an expanded 
heritage study area. 

The only possible exception to this statement is the Cricket ground to the west of Oaks Estate which 
is surrounded by trees planted by the Oaks Estate Progress Association in the 1950s. Therefore, the 
ground can claim an association with the Oaks Estate. However, normal planning controls are of an 
adequate level to manage this issue. 

6.2 Views and vistas within the expanded heritage study area 

In Section 3 six important views and vistas were outlined which contribute significantly to the semi-
rural character of Oaks Estate (Figure 6.1). This section aims to analyse the association between 
these views and vistas and Oaks Estate to assess whether any of them necessitate the expansion of 
the current heritage study area on heritage grounds. Each specific view and vista is addressed in 
turn below. 

6.2.1 The open vista to the Queanbeyan railway station that links the streetscape of Oaks 
Estate to the station 

This vista is within the current heritage study area. 

6.2.2 The 360 degree open panoramic view, from the top of the knoll on the north bank at the 
junction of the Molonglo and Queanbeyan Rivers, towards Mt Reedy, Faunce Hill, Mt 
Jerrabomberra, Tuggeranong Hill, Mt Tidbinbilla and Mt Coree and ridge of Duntroon trig  

This view is located outside the current heritage study area approximately 200 m south of Pialligo 
Avenue and 300 m east of Oaks Estate Road within Majura Rural Block 680. While this location does 
provide views of these natural features and Oaks Estate itself it is assumedly not the only position in 
the area where the same views are obtainable. Most likely the same view is observable on the higher 
ground on the north side of Pialligo Avenue and probably along Oaks Estate Road. 

Furthermore, while this may be a location with a special panoramic view there is no clear heritage 
connection between this view and Oaks Estate which would warrant including this whole block within 
an expanded heritage study area. If this view was considered aesthetically pleasing enough to be 
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retained as a lookout an assessment of this could be conducted during any further development of 
this block. Alternatively, a lookout could feasibly be constructed along the south side of Pialligo 
Avenue or along the east side of Oaks Estate Road. 

6.2.3 The open vista to Mt Mugga Mugga (overlooking the sites of “Queenbeeann” and 
“Honeysuckle”) from Mountain Road near the north western corner of the sale yards 

This vista is located outside the current heritage study area within the Mountain Road area, along the 
inside bend of Mountain Road. This vista looks towards Mount Mugga Mugga to the west from a 
location to the west of the current heritage study area. Therefore, it is not connected in any way with 
Oaks Estate. Consequently, there is no heritage association between this vista and Oaks Estate 
which would warrant this area being included in an expanded heritage study area. If it was deemed 
to be of sufficient aesthetic quality to be conserved this could be done during any further 
development works in this area. 

6.2.4 The open vista of The Oaks in its landscape setting as seen from the high ground to the 
north of the Oaks Estate Road 

This vista is located outside the current heritage study area approximately 400 m south of Pialligo 
Avenue and 475 m west of Oaks Estate Road within Majura Rural Block 679. While this location 
does provide a good view of The Oaks it is not necessarily the only point in this area where this view 
is obtainable. Assumedly a similar view would be obtainable from Oaks Estate Road and the high 
ground to the south of this which is within the current heritage study area. Additionally, a similar view 
is likely possible from the south side of Pialligo Avenue. 

Therefore, while this vista is connected with Oaks Estate it is likely not to be the only point from 
which this view is obtainable, which demonstrates that it is not particularly special or rare. The visual 
connection between this location and the object is not one that is heritage related. Consequently, 
there is no reason why this location would warrant inclusion in an expanded heritage study area. If 
this vista was deemed to be of sufficient aesthetic quality to be conserved this could be done during 
any future development on this block. 

6.2.5 The vista to Oaks Estate Road, from the crest of the hill on River Street, along the track 
from the River Street crossing 

This location of this vista and the object of it are both located within the current heritage study area. 

6.2.6 Other important views are those rural vistas from the properties along the Molonglo 
River within the Oaks Estate looking north or east towards the undeveloped paddocks 

While the locations of these vistas are within the current heritage study area their objects in Majura 
Rural Blocks 680 and 699 to the north and Majura Rural Block 681 to the east are both within and 
without the study area. The current heritage study area includes a significant portion of the northern 
paddock but very little of the eastern one. Therefore, these vistas are already partially included in the 
current heritage study area and it could be argued that a representative sample is retained. 
Consequently, there is no heritage reason why the current heritage study area should be expanded 
to include the eastern paddock. 

6.2.7 Summary  

In conclusion, of the four views and vistas not within the current heritage study area none exhibit a 
heritage connection with Oaks Estate that would warrant an expansion of the heritage study area. 
These views and vistas are prized by the Oaks Estate community for their aesthetic qualities, which 
is not of heritage value. However, the views of the community should be taken into account by any 
future planning. 
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Figure 6.1 Views and vistas present within the expanded study area, numbered according to list in Section 6.2 (Google Earth Pro) 
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6.3 The expanded heritage study area boundaries 

Another significant issue with the expanded heritage study area is its boundaries which are based 
seemingly on the views and vistas outlined above rather than any historic boundaries. This is 
particularly true of the western boundary which runs along the crest of a spur and actually runs 
through the centre of Campbell’s portion 195. 

The exception to this statement is the northern boundary which closely follows the original Yass-
Queanbeyan road which would have been a historic boundary to this area. This is also partially true 
of the southern boundary which mostly lies along the Cooma-Queanbeyan railway which was closely 
associated with Oaks Estate since its initial development. However, the inclusion of Henderson 
Street and Derrima Road ignores this boundary which influenced the development of Oaks Estate 
since its beginnings even though this area was initially part of the Estate. Finally, the small southwest 
section of boundary running from the railway to the Molonglo River definitely has no historical 
precedent. 

Consequently, the overall boundaries of the expanded heritage study area are problematic in that 
there is no clear rationale for their position especially in terms of heritage assessment and 
management. 
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7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1 Conclusions 

The expanded heritage study area does not contain sites or landscapes of sufficient association to 
Oaks Estate that would warrant including the area in the heritage assessment for Oaks Estate. 

However, it is recommended that the connection between Oaks Estate and its surroundings still be 
considered during the development of the Master Plan (without this area being part of the heritage 
assessment) in accordance with the community’s desire to retain the pastoral setting of the Estate. 

7.2 Recommendations 

It is recommended that: 

• During the course of the heritage assessment and Master Planning process the views of the 
community regarding the surrounding pastoral landscape of Oaks Estate should be considered.  

• A copy of this report should be provided to the ACT Heritage Unit at the following address: 

ACT Heritage Unit 
GPO Box 158 
Canberra  ACT  2601 

 

Oaks Estate Master Plan; European Cultural Landscape Assessment 26  
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd May 2013 



 

8. REFERENCES 

Archives ACT 2010 History of schools in the Australian Capital Territory, version 1, Territory and 
Municipal Services, Territory Records Office, updated 1 September 2010 viewed 30 May 
2012 at: http://www.archives.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/135494/Schools.pdf 

Barber, M. 1991. Report on Fieldwork at Honeysuckle Homestead April 27 to May 11 1991. Canberra 
Archaeological Society Inc. 

BIOSIS Research. 2008. Archaeological Re-assessment: Block 182, Jerrabomberra, ACT: Fyshwick 
East Development on the former Canberra Abattoir site. Report for Parsons Brinkerhoff. 

Defence Housing Authority (DHA) 1996 The Heritage Homes of the Australian Defence Force: one 
hundred Australian homes and two hundred years of history. Defence Housing Authority, 
Canberra. 

Field, L. M. 1985. Bygone Queanbeyan (Revised Edition), Queanbeyan Publishing Company, 
Queanbeyan. 

Gillespie, L. 1985. Gungahlin Analysis of History. Report to the National Capital Development 
Commission. 

Gillespie, L. 1991. Canberra 1820-1913. Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra.  

Gillespie, L. 1999. Early Education and Schools in the Canberra Region. National Capital Printing, 
Canberra. 

Lee-Scarlett, E. 1968. Queanbeyan District and People. Queanbeyan Municipal Council. 

Monaro Consultants and Burnham Planning. 2001. Oaks Estate Planning Study. ACT Department of 
Urban Services, Planning and Land Management.  

National Capital Planning Authority (NCPA). 1990. Site of Significance in the ACT 5: Majura, Kowen 
and Associated Areas. National Capital Planning Authority, Canberra.  

Navin Officer Heritage Consultants. 2012. Oaks Estate Indigenous Heritage Assessment. A report to 
ESDD. 

Pender, A. and Quiddington, P. 1987 Pialligo: a place in history, Canberra. 

Queanbeyan City Council (QCC). 1938. The Story of Queanbeyan 1838-1938. A. M. Fallick & Sons, 
Queanbeyan. 

Shumack, S. 1977 (2nd ed). Tales and legends of Canberra Pioneers, Australian National University 
Press, Canberra. 

Williams, K. 1997. Oaks Estate: No Mans Land. National Capital Printing, Canberra.  

Williams, K. 2000. Draft Citation of the Oaks Estate Cultural Landscape to the ACT Interim Heritage 
Places Register. National Trust of Australia (ACT).  

Williams, K. 2012. The Oaks, the Queanbeyan Railway Station and the Robertsons’ house. Heritage 
in Trust May.  

Oaks Estate Master Plan; European Cultural Landscape Assessment 27  
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd May 2013 

http://www.archives.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/135494/Schools.pdf

	European Cultural Landscape Assessment
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	1. INTRODUCTION
	2. STUDY METHODOLOGY
	3. THE EXPANDED OAKS ESTATE HERITAGE STUDY AREA
	4. HISTORICAL CONTEXT
	5. SITES WITHIN THE EXPANDED HERITAGE STUDY AREA
	6. ASSESSEMENT OF THE PROPOSED EXPANDED HERITAGE STUDY AREA
	7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	8. REFERENCES

