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Representation against EIS201900001 

ADVERSE TRAFFIC IMPACTS 

Additional traffic that is generated by development increases traffic at intersections. This 
increase in traffic leads to an increase in delays for base traffic and these additional delays can 
range from being very small to being substantial, depending on the scale of the development 
traffic generated, the distance of the intersection from the development and the pre-existing 
level of utilisation of the intersection's capacity. The purpose of the impact assessment on 
intersections is to determine how much extra delay the development will impose on base traffic 
within the impact assessment area and then to determine how these delays can be mitigated 
across the impact assessment area to achieve no net worsening. I believe that the traffic delays 
on Newcastle Street intersections will be much longer than the EIS has projected. 

Increases in delays have an economic and social impact on the community through increased 
travel times, driver impatience (leading to possible crashes) and the associated economic cost of 
these delays to both private and commercial/heavy vehicle trips. 

All development generates impacts on road intersections; however, it is unreasonable to approve 
a development of this size with such large traffic generation on roads which are already near to 
capacity. The developer must be made to demonstrate the exact percentage by volume that he 
will increase the baseline traffic flow during construction and operational stages and for peak am 
and pm periods and for his own peak period in the middle of the day when the development 
generating traffic will be the greatest. The desired outcome is to ensure that the sum of 
intersection delays on base traffic in the impact assessment area does not significantly worsen as 
a result of the development. In other words, he should be asked to demonstrate that the 
additional delays created by traffic generated by the development will not need to be mitigated 
by upgrades to intersections in the impact assessment area to at least the pre-development 
levels, calculated across the whole impact area. The whole impact area means along all the 
routes taken by his vehicles whether the impacts are found to be in the ACT or not. 

The Intersection analysis in this EIS is inadequate in identifying only two intersections as 
creating a potential problem. Others including the roundabouts needed assessment also. The 
whole of Newcastle Street requires a full assessment for intersections, traffic lights, roundabouts 
and driveway access. 

For roundabouts, where average peak hour delays on any approach or on any movement exceed 
42 seconds (the LOS C/D threshold), then the roundabout should be upgraded for safety reasons 
where it is practical to do so. I note that the LOS thresholds were not done for any of the 
roundabouts. The impacts on the Wollongong Street roundabout will be disastrous for traffic 
trying to exit onto Newcastle Street. If delays at a roundabout are worsened, and the 
roundabout is already a two lane roundabout then a complete intersection upgrade to traffic 
signals might be needed at the expense of ratepayers. 

All of this should be done with traffic growth projections for any future years. No growth was 
calculated in the traffic analysis provided. 




