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I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed green waste facility near Strathnairn.


While I support responsible waste management and environmental sustainability initiatives, I have 
significant concerns regarding the suitability of this location and the impacts it will have on existing and 
future residents of Strathnairn, Ginninderry, and surrounding communities.


My concerns include the following:


Traffic Impacts


The facility is expected to generate a substantial increase in vehicle movements, including trucks 
transporting green waste to and from the site. This additional traffic will place increased pressure on local 
roads, contribute to congestion, and create safety risks for residents, cyclists, pedestrians, and school traffic.


Heavy Vehicle Movements


Frequent heavy vehicle traffic will negatively affect the amenity of the area through increased noise, road 
wear, safety concerns, and disruption to local residents. The surrounding road network was not designed to 
support significant industrial vehicle movements on an ongoing basis.


Noise Impacts


Green waste processing activities, including shredding, grinding, chipping, screening, loading, and vehicle 
operations, have the potential to generate significant noise. These activities may adversely affect the 
peaceful character of the area and the wellbeing of nearby residents.


Dust and Odour Management


The processing and handling of green waste can generate dust, airborne particles, and unpleasant odours. 
Detailed information should be provided regarding how dust suppression and odour management will be 
achieved, monitored, and enforced to ensure there are no adverse impacts on nearby residents and the 
surrounding environment.


Visual Impacts


The proposed facility may have a significant visual impact on the landscape and character of the area. 
Stockpiles of green waste, processing equipment, buildings, lighting, and vehicle movements may detract 
from the semi-rural setting and the visual amenity currently enjoyed by residents and visitors.


Buffer Distances


There appears to be insufficient information regarding the adequacy of buffer distances between the 
proposed facility and existing residential areas, as well as future residential developments, including the 
rapidly growing Ginninderry region. Appropriate separation distances are critical to minimise impacts from 
noise, dust, odours, and operational activities.


Hours of Operation


The proposed operating hours require careful scrutiny. Extended operating hours, including early morning, 
evening, weekend, or public holiday operations, could significantly impact nearby residents. Clear 
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You may upload any additional supporting documentation or photos.

Maximum file size is 10Mb.  
A maximum of 5 files can be uploaded.

Your personal information will be managed in accordance with the Information Privacy Act 2014 and the
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate (EPSDD)   , which is
available for viewing on EPSDD's website.

Copies of written comments will be made available on the authority website unless the submission is
withdrawn. Copies of written comments will also be given to the proponent of the development proposal.

If you would not like your comments or a part of your comments to be made available on the website or to the
applicant, a request must be made under Sections 502 or 503 of the Planning Act 2023 (or Sections 411 or 412 of
the Planning and Development Act 2007). A request for exclusion under these sections must be in writing,
clearly identifying what parts of your submission you are seeking to exclude and how the request satisfies the
exclusion criteria.

Printed copies of the draft amendment (this document) and background documents are available for inspection
and purchase at the EPSDD Customer Service Centre, 8 Darling Street, Mitchell, Monday to Friday (except public
holidays) between 8:30am and 4:30pm. Please call    to arrange a copy for purchase.

Click here for more information on applying for exemption from the public register.
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Hi all, 

I am writing to formally object to the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and the proposed Territory Plan 
Amendment (DPA 14) for this development.


As a resident of the local area, I have serious concerns that this proposal will have significant negative 
impacts on our community, our environment, and our quality of life. I do not believe the current assessment 
has adequately addressed these concerns, and I respectfully request that the proposal be reconsidered.


One of my biggest concerns is the proposed location of this facility. It appears to be an unsuitable site given 
its close proximity to established residential areas, schools, recreational spaces, and environmentally 
sensitive land. Developments of this nature should not expose nearby communities to unnecessary 
environmental and health risks.


The residents of West Belconnen and Ginninderry have made it very clear that there is strong opposition to 
DPA 14. Many families have chosen to live in this area because of its natural environment and peaceful 
lifestyle. We do not want our homes subjected to unpleasant odours, smoke, dust, or increased air pollution 
that may result from this proposal. These impacts would directly affect our daily lives and reduce the 
liveability of our neighbourhood.


Another major concern is bushfire risk. Our community has experienced the devastating consequences of the 
2003 Canberra bushfires, and those events should never be forgotten when planning developments in high-
risk areas. Introducing infrastructure that could increase fire hazards or make emergency management more 
difficult is simply not acceptable. I am not convinced that the EIS has fully considered the long-term bushfire 
implications or demonstrated that community safety can be guaranteed.


Traffic is also a significant issue. The proposal is likely to generate a considerable increase in heavy vehicle 
movements as well as general traffic. This will inevitably lead to more congestion, higher noise levels, 
increased emissions, and greater safety risks for local residents, cyclists, and pedestrians. Existing roads are 
already under pressure, and adding further traffic will only make the situation worse.


In addition, I am concerned that the long-term environmental impacts have not been adequately addressed. 
Potential impacts on native vegetation, wildlife habitat, water quality, and the surrounding landscape 
deserve much more careful consideration. Once these environmental values are lost, they cannot easily be 
restored.


I also question whether alternative locations have been properly evaluated. A proposal with the potential to 
create ongoing environmental impacts should be located well away from residential communities where 
possible. It is difficult to understand why such a sensitive development is being considered so close to 
growing suburbs.


For these reasons, I strongly oppose DPA 14 and urge the ACT Government to reject the Territory Plan 
Amendment and reconsider the proposal. I ask that the concerns raised by local residents be given genuine 
consideration throughout the assessment process.


Thank you for considering my submission. I appreciate the opportunity to provide feedback and trust that 
community safety, environmental protection, and the wellbeing of current and future residents will remain 
the highest priorities.


Yours faithfully,
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From:
To: Terrplan
Subject: Objection to Draft Plan Amendment 14 (DPA-14) – Stockdill Drive Green Waste Facility
Date: Wednesday, 24 June 2026 1:07:04 PM

[You don't often get email from Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

Caution: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

To the ACT Planning Authority,
I am a resident of  living  from the proposed
permanent green waste facility site on Stockdill Drive. I write to formally object to Draft Plan Amendment 14
(DPA-14) and the proposal to establish a permanent green waste facility at Block 1653, Stockdill Drive,
Ginninderry.
        1.      DIRECT IMPACT ON MY HOUSEHOLD
As a resident  my family and I are directly and significantly affected by this
proposal. We experience the traffic, odours, and noise associated with the current temporary facility and are
deeply concerned about what a permanent facility would mean for our daily lives, health, and property value.
        2.      SERIOUS HEALTH RISKS – BACTERIA, VIRUS AND AIRBORNE HAZARDS
Decomposing green waste is a known source of harmful biological agents including bacteria, fungi, and
airborne pathogens such as Aspergillus fumigatus, which can cause serious respiratory illness. Prolonged
exposure to bioaerosols from composting and green waste processing facilities poses significant health risks to
nearby residents, particularly children, the elderly, and those with pre-existing respiratory or immune
conditions. The odours produced are not merely unpleasant — they are an indicator of harmful gases including
hydrogen sulphide and ammonia, which at sustained exposure levels are hazardous to human health.
        3.      PROXIMITY TO SCHOOL – UNACCEPTABLE RISK TO CHILDREN
A school is located in close proximity to this proposed permanent facility. Children are among the most
vulnerable to airborne pollutants, bacteria, and noxious odours. Prolonged daily exposure during school hours to
the smells, bioaerosols, and vehicle emissions generated by a large-scale green waste facility can cause
respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, and long-term health impacts in developing children. It is deeply
inappropriate to permanently site an industrial green waste facility so close to where children learn and play
every day.
        4.      SAFETY CONCERNS
The facility generates significant heavy vehicle traffic on local roads used daily by school children, families,
and pedestrians. The risk of accidents, air pollution from diesel vehicles, and dust from waste processing all
compound the safety concerns for this residential and school-adjacent area.

5.TRAFFIC CONGESTION
A permanent green waste facility will significantly increase heavy vehicle movements on local residential
streets, particularly during drop-off peak times. Stockdill Drive and surrounding roads are already under
pressure from the suburb’s rapid growth. The addition of constant truck and trailer traffic will cause serious
congestion, road wear, noise, and danger for residents, pedestrians, cyclists, and school children travelling to
and from the nearby school. This is not the type of traffic our neighbourhood streets were designed to handle.

        6.BUSHFIRE RISK
The site sits within a bushfire-prone area. A permanent facility processing organic green waste poses an
unacceptable fire risk to nearby residents, including my family.
        7.      PREVIOUSLY REFUSED
This proposal was already rejected in 2022 following a community campaign and over 120 written objections.
The underlying community concerns have not changed — if anything, they have grown stronger.
        8.TEMPORARY APPROVAL BEING EXPLOITED
The facility was approved only as a temporary measure for a maximum of 3 years. DPA-14 appears designed to
circumvent those planning restrictions rather than respect them.
        9.ALTERNATIVE SITES NOT EXPLORED
Other locations for a north-side green waste facility were not fully assessed. I urge the Government to reassess
all viable alternatives before any permanent decision is made.



        10.COMMUNITY NEEDS BEING IGNORED
Ginninderry is a rapidly growing suburb. Planning resources should be directed toward essential services —
shops, healthcare, sports facilities, public transport, and roads — not entrenching an industrial facility metres
from people’s homes and a school.
I respectfully request that the ACT Government:
        •       Reject DPA-14
        •       Reassess alternative sites with appropriate distance from residential areas and schools
        •       Uphold the Territory Act and Belconnen District Policy
        •       Commission an independent Health Impact Assessment before any further planning decisions are
made
Yours sincerely,
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