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A Vision for Dickson2

A VISION FOR DICKSON
A vision is a succinct statement of what an area should be like in the future, a shared image
of what a neighbourhood seeks to become.  A vision statement for Dickson was prepared
during the Neighbourhood Planning process by the Dickson Interim Community Reference
Panel.  The Panel drew upon the findings from Dickson’s ‘Planning Together in the ACT’
workshop held in May 2002.  Please refer to Appendix 1 for more detail about the process
involved in developing the Neighbourhood Plan including writing the Vision statement and
strategies.

DICKSON’S VISION STATEMENT

Dickson should enhance its cohesive community where people of mixed age,

income and cultural backgrounds will value its history and will be safe and

settled.  Dickson will provide a range of quality, environmentally sustainable

residential areas that will retain a tranquil leafy ambience.  The business,

government and community sectors will be vibrant and progressive, providing a

variety of employment, education, shopping and leisure choices, serving as a

hub, both for locals and people from the surrounding region.

In order to achieve the vision, the Neighbourhood Plan proposes a future character,
planning strategies and ideas for further investigation. 

The strategies should be read in association with the Territory Plan and any other relevant
ACT Government standards and guidelines.  No part of this Neighbourhood Plan overrides
the Territory Plan.  Where relevant, policies to implement strategies in this Neighbourhood
Plan will be proposed for incorporation in the Territory Plan through the draft Variation
process.

UNDERSTANDING THE ISSUES 
The following is a summary of the results of the collaboration activities undertaken
during the Neighbourhood Planning process for Dickson, to identify issues, concerns and
what is valued in the neighbourhood.  For more detailed information regarding the results
of the collaborations, please refer to two reports:  Report on the 'Planning Together in
Canberra' Dickson Neighbourhood Planning Workshop (May 2002) and Reflecting
Dickson: a summary (November 2002). 
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To obtain a copy of resources used in the development of the Dickson Neighbourhood Plan,
please refer to the Neighbourhood Planning website at: 

� http://www.actpla.act.gov.au/plandev/neighbourhood_plans/index.htm

� or contact the Neighbourhood Planning and Community Partnerships Team on
6205 0087.

Accessibility to shops and facilities

There was overwhelming appreciation and
satisfaction in relation to the variety and
quality of shops and facilities offered by
Dickson.  Some suggestions were raised by
students for a greater variety of shops,
sporting and recreational facilities.  One of
the focus group sessions identified that
greater provision needs to be made for aged
care and related facilities in Dickson.

Diverse and friendly
neighbourhood ~ having a
strong sense of community

The people in the neighbourhood of Dickson
have clearly indicated that they appreciate
and value the diversity of Dickson (eg
cultural, economic and age).  

Open space and landscape

There is great support for, and appreciation of, the green and leafy streets and open space
in Dickson.  The neighbourhood has strongly expressed that they want these maintained
and preserved, and some have suggested enhancements through requests for play
equipment, recreational sites and seating.

Traffic and parking

Workshop results indicated that participants are generally not happy with the current traffic
levels in Dickson and traffic topped the list of suggested improvements for the suburb.  The
Householder and Business and Employee surveys also supported this.  Concerns raised
included speeding, through traffic, rat running, traffic to commercial premises and
pedestrian and bicycle safety.  There were many suggestions for traffic calming measures,
additional pedestrian crossings and increased enforcement of speed limits.

The vibrant Dickson Shopping Centre
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Views about parking were varied.  However, parking at the swimming pool and in and near
Woolley Street was considered problematic.  The Householder survey showed there were
mixed views on all day parking on residential streets.  However, the Business and Employee
Survey clearly identified that there insufficient parking at the Dickson shops.

Security and safety

The most concern regarding personal security and safety was centred on the retail and
commercial areas of Dickson (particularly the alley ways in the shopping centre).  Issues of
vandalism, theft and violence were also raised.  Generally it was felt that inadequate
lighting contributed to these perceptions.

Infrastructure, such as footpaths, cycle paths, lighting,
drainage, powerlines etc

This issue was raised in most forms of collaborations and mostly reflected an appreciation
of the existing facilities and recommendations for enhancing these facilities.  Of particular
concern is the cycle path network, particularly at road crossings, improved lighting in the
shopping and commercial areas of Dickson, and requests for footpaths near Blue Gum
School.  It was also noted that footpaths should be wheelchair accessible at all street
crossings and corners.  Footpaths should also be accessible and well maintained.

Housing

Workshop participants indicated their appreciation of the existing low housing density, large
blocks and absence of development.  However, most participants recognised that change
is inevitable and have indicated that new developments should allow for a good
social/cultural mix and be of a high quality design, sympathetic to the character of the
suburb.

Connectivity

Physical connection and cohesiveness between the east and west sides of Dickson (ie the
recreational, community, commercial and retail sectors) are sought by the community.  At
present this connectivity is constrained by a busy road (Cowper Street) and inadequate safe
pedestrian access and lack of signage between these areas.
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COMMUNITY VALUES/ASPIRATIONS (identified
by participants at the Planning Together
Workshop and via other collaborations) that are
applicable to the whole of Dickson
� A diverse and friendly neighbourhood with strong community spirit and effective social

networks

� Access to public transport (regular, frequent, convenient, efficient)

� Streets that are safe, slow and well managed from a traffic point of view

� Safety to walk any time of the day or night

� Provision and maintenance of urban infrastructure such as footpaths and lighting and
pedestrian/bicycle paths that connect within Dickson and also to other parts of
Canberra

� Pleasant, clean streetscapes with appropriate, well maintained street trees

� Environmentally sustainable and aesthetically pleasing urban design and development

� High quality and sympathetic architecture to maintain the neighbourhood character

� Well maintained, accessible green spaces, parks and playgrounds

PLANNING STRATEGIES TO ACHIEVE THE
VISION (these apply to the whole neighbourhood)

PARKS AND PLACES

� Maintain and enhance the existing open spaces

� Create spaces appropriate for different uses

STREETS

� Maintain and enhance the existing major network routes 

VIEWS

� Retain and acknowledge existing backdrops (such as Mt Ainslie, Mt Majura and Black
Mountain), vistas and prospects

SAFETY AND SECURITY

� Maximise links between public places and spaces

� Ensure adequate pedestrian lighting on major routes

� Siting and design of buildings should address the street to maximise views to the street
and pedestrian/bicycle paths
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CONNECTIONS AND MOVEMENT

� Ensure unobstructed, clear and easy access networks for pedestrians, cyclists and
vehicles

� Recognise that major roads should reduce vehicle speed rather than restrict traffic flow

� Development should be located along bus routes and around the shopping centre

� Provide safe road crossings

QUALITY

� Create a healthy environment (eg provide adequate solar access)

� Ensure a clear definition of what is private open space and public open space

IDENTITY

� Develop character areas


