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Statement of Heritage Effect 

Approval 
Under Section 61H of the Heritage Act 2004 

 

  

Heritage Reference: Molonglo-General 

Contact Officer: Meaghan Russell 

Received by Council: 9 August 2018   

TO: Cultural Heritage Management Australia 

Sophie Collins 

sophcollins@me.com  

  

 

Locality:  Blocks 13, 16, 46, 47, 50 and 72 Molonglo Valley 

Blocks 1, 2 and 3 Section 3, Block 6 Section 2,  
Denman Prospect 

Status of Place: Aboriginal Places and Objects: MOL IF1; MV3B3; 
MV3B4 

 Recorded Geological Site: G2 

Description of Works: Bridge and Road Construction 

Report Details: “Molonglo River Bridge and John Gorton Drive  
 Extension – Cultural Heritage Assessment and Statement  
 of Heritage  Effects” (CHMA, August 2018) 

Council Advice provided by: Team Leader (Registrations) 
 

 
Pursuant to Section 61H of the Heritage Act 2004, the ACT Heritage Council advises 
that: 

 The Statement of Heritage Effect is approved, with conditions as set out below, 
on the basis that: 

(a) the proposed activity is justifiable at, or near, the place; and 

(b) there are no reasonably practicable alternative ways to carry out the 
proposed activity at the place; and 

(c) that reasonable steps have been identified to reduce the risk of 
diminishing the heritage significance of or damage to the place. 

 

 
 
Background: 
 
On 9 August 2018, Cultural Heritage Management Australia (CHMA) submitted a 
Statement of Heritage Effect (SHE) application to the ACT Heritage Council (the 
Council); for works associated with the proposed Molonglo River Bridge and Stage 3C 
of the John Gorton Drive extension. 
 
The application seeks approval under Section 61(G) of the Heritage Act 2004 for the 
salvage of one Aboriginal place, being an isolated stone artefact recorded as ‘MV3B3’, 
as it would be directly impacted by construction works.  As set out in the application, 
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there are no reasonably practicable alternatives to impacting the site; and as the site is a 
single artefact in a disturbed context, surface artefact collection is recommended as the 
appropriate mitigation strategy. 
 
The application also identifies that two Aboriginal places occur in the vicinity of the 
planned works, being two isolated finds recorded as ‘MOL IF1’ and ‘MV3B4’.  To 
ensure that both sites are not indirectly impacted during construction, protective fences 
will be installed around each site prior to the commencement of works, following site 
demarcation by a heritage team. 
 
Other heritage management actions set out in the current SHE application include: 
 

 A report on the salvage of Aboriginal object/s from MV3B3 is to be submitted to 
the Council, and a RTC outcome for these object/s is to developed in 
consultation with Representative Aboriginal Organisations (RAOs) and 
submitted to the Council for endorsement; 
 

 In the event that additional Aboriginal places and objects are encountered during 
construction works, the Unanticipated Discovery Plan set out in the application 
will be implemented; and  
 

 A qualified geologist is to be engaged to assess a geological outcrop identified 
by the Geological Society of Australia as ‘G2’, to determine its boundaries and 
assess impact from the proposed works. 

 
The application sets out that all RAOs were consulted about the proposed works and 
SHE application; with verbal and/or written support provided by the three RAOs who 
were available to participate in the assessment. 
 
 
Decision and Conditions: 
 
The Council approves the Statement of Heritage Effect application subject to the 
following conditions: 
 

1. All heritage management actions are to be undertaken in accordance with the 
“Molonglo River Bridge and John Gorton Drive Extension – Cultural Heritage 
Assessment and Statement of Heritage Effects” (CHMA, August 2018); with the 
exception of the below: 
 

a. Prior to the commencement of works, a report on the further assessment 
of G2 must be submitted to and endorsed by the Council. 
 
This report must identify the nature and boundaries of the geological 
outcrop, provide an assessment of any project impacts to the outcrop, and 
if the outcrop is to be affected, provide an assessment of its heritage 
significance (in relation to criteria set out in Section 10 of the Heritage 
Act 2004) and set out appropriate management recommendations; 

 
2. A copy of this Statement of Heritage Effect approval is to be provided to RAOs 

prior to the commencement of construction works; and 
 

3. The SHE is approved for a period of two years. 
 
In relation to MOL IF1, the application identifies that the site is also within the planned 
Whitlam Estate urban development area, and that a separate application for salvage of 
the site has been made to the Council.  The Council notes that approval to salvage  



 

MOL IF1 was issued on 17 September 2018; and recommends that the site be salvaged 
prior to the commencement of works for Stage 3C of the John Gorton Drive extension 
 
 
 
 
 
Daisy Chaston 
Team Leader (Registrations) (as delegate for), 
ACT Heritage Council 

4 October 2018 
 


