
The Planning Directorate ACT Government 

Representation to refuse EIS201900001 
Integrated Resource Recovery Facility 
6 - 14 Tennant St Fyshwick 

Dear Sir, 

Appendix N assessed Bushfire risk but the likelihood and impacts of waste based fires have not been 
adequately addressed. Specific protocols should have been devised and explained in the EIS for 
sorting the waste to detect fires and fire-causing materials. 

There was no risk assessment for waste fire on site in this development in spite of the number of 
vehicles and machinery operating on site all day. It is logical that risk would present from 
malfunctioning vehicles while waste loads have been known to come with fires smouldering inside. 
All recycling facilities have a higher risk than the types of businesses such as the variety of 
commercial and retail to be found in Fyshwick. 

That there will be fires is evidenced by the high number of incidences of serious waste fires in waste 
facilities in Australia and worldwide. The UTS Institute for Sustainable Futures report prepared for the 
Hazardous Waste section of the Commonwealth Department of the Environment 2016, titled Waste 
Fires in Australia Cause for Concern? reveals some alarming facts about the incidence of waste fires, 
their causes and costs to the economy and community. 

"The direct economic costs incurred by waste fires include: property damage, fire-fighting personnel 
time, fire-fighting consumables and equipment, waste facility downtime, environmental clean-up costs 
contaminated water supplies and long- term health effects. Indirect costs include traffic delays, public 
transport disruption, disruption to daily working schedules and lower real- estate values. Waste fires 
bum for extended periods, sometimes days and weeks, and can take significant resources to 
extinguish. Fire fighting personnel who are engaged in extinguishing these fires are then not available 
to respond to fire emergencies occurring elsewhere, This has the effect of increasing response times 
and increasing fire risks elsewhere in the region. 

There will be fires because stockpiling will occur; because visual sorting is inadequate; because 
protocols are overlooked by uncommitted workers and because smouldering fires combust before 
they are detected. The EIS failed to examine the context of waste fires in waste facilities generally 
and discuss their environmental, social and economic impacts. I suggest that the risk of a fire on 
Tennant street is 'High' because of the number of vehicles and machinery operating there for lengthy 
periods and also because of the integrated concentrated nature of the facility. 

Waste is potentially flammable when stored. Self-combustion, heat development due to pressure, 
spontaneous chemical reactions between the disposals, methane gas-building, are potential fire 
creators. Waste station fires can be hazardous for both operator and environment. The heavily 
contaminated firefighting water, which hampers the further processing of the waste, has to be 
disposed of as well. And firefighting does not always reach potential fire spots still dangerously 
smouldering somewhere in the large and deep stockpile. Stored waste has to be permanently 
moved, mixed and turned by crane operators to manage fire risk. 

Waste fires can be costly and particularly dangerous. The fumes are toxic and harmful to human 
health. Fire fighting is costly and takes resources away from other needs. Fires can spread from the 
site and potentially damage the buildings and businesses nearby. In an important commercial and 
service area such as Fyshwick the risk is too great. This is a large and complex proposal with many 
activities close together on the whole site. There is no buffer between the buildings and different 
processes. Fire will spread quickly. 

It is of great concern to me and should be to the Decision Maker that other than a single reference to 
a deluge system, this EIS did not contain any information about fire fighting response plans and 
equipment. Does it have enough easily accessed water? Are there any hydrants? What training will 
the staff have in emergency response? 

Until these concerns are answered satisfactorily this proposal must be refused. 
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