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Introduction

Ongoing engagement and discussion with 
stakeholders and the community of Weston Creek 
has formed a key part of the master plan process 
for the Weston group centre.  Weston Creek has 
an active and close-knit community and more than 
1000 people have provided their feedback and 
participated in consultation activities to date.  

The engagement approach has focussed on providing 
constructive settings for debating and deliberating 
planning issues, such as well-designed group 
discussions and workshops.  This process can facilitate 
valuable public input and aspirations that can be 
examined within the planning process.  Due to the 
complex and interrelated nature of planning, however, 
consensus is not always achievable and not every 
single comment can be accommodated in the plans.  

The public engagement process started with 
the identification of strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and challenges for the centre.  Design 
options were then explored with the community 
and stakeholders. The outcomes were included in 
a preliminary master plan that went out for public 
comment accompanied by Engagement Outcomes – 
Report 1. All engagement activities undertaken and 
all outcomes that informed the preliminary master 
plan are documented in that report.

This Public Engagement Outcomes – Report 
2 documents the feedback received on the 
preliminary master plan and further engagement 
outcomes that have informed the draft master plan 
to date. This report should be read in conjunction 
with the draft master plan report that is publicly 
available for feedback. All information related to the 
Weston Group Centre Master Plan is available on 
www.act.gov.au/weston.

Figure 1. Public engagement at each master plan stage to date

http://www.act.gov.au/weston
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Public engagement approach 

The project team has worked directly with 
businesses, lessees, community groups, residents 
and government agencies from the outset of the 
master plan process to ensure all concerns and 
aspirations are consistently understood in planning 
considerations.  

 – Public meetings, information sessions, displays 
and web information were open to anyone 
in the community to become involved in the 
master plan.  

 – A stakeholder reference group comprising 
local community organisations, lessees and 
residents met five times during the planning 
process to critically review proposed directions 
and draft plans.  

 – The ESDD master plan team met with specific 
stakeholders and community organisations 
affected by the master plan to inform them 
and clarify their needs and concerns.

 – Ongoing liaison with other ACT Government 
directorates responsible for assets in the 
centre or policies affecting the centre was 
undertaken to ensure the master plan and 
its implementation is supported within 
government.  

By publicly sharing planning information and 
creating group settings for debating and deliberating 
issues, the process facilitated social learning about 
the complex and interrelated nature of planning.  
One solution on a specific issue or interest often 
has flow-on consequences on a series of other 
planning aspects.  Participants in the process were 
encouraged to think about whole-picture planning, 
trade-offs and compromises. 

Public engagement activities 
Public input and feedback was gathered throughout 
the master plan process with the following activities:

Stage 1 - Identifying issues 
• Public information session at Cooleman Court 

• Public vision and ideas workshop 

• Community survey 

• Individual stakeholder meetings 

• Business and lessees meeting 

• Youth engagement at Stromlo High School

• Individual submissions and feedback from 
residents and stakeholders 

Stage 2 – Design options
• Public design workshop 

• Stakeholder reference group meetings (three) 

• Government interagency meetings 

Stage 3 – Preliminary master plan
• Preliminary master plan consultation 

• Information sessions at Cooleman Court 

• Poster displays at Cooleman Court, Weston 
Community Centre and Woden Library 

• Presentation to the Weston Creek Community 
Council 

• Stakeholder reference group meetings (two) 

• Individual stakeholder meetings 

• Government interagency meetings 

The master plan process is currently in Stage 4, with 
a draft master plan being released for eight weeks of 
public engagement.  The feedback from engagement 
will be documented and analysed. Any resulting 
amendments to the draft master plan will conclude 
in the final Weston Group Centre Master Plan, which 
will be presented to government for endorsement.

Public input and feedback has been gathered from 
the outset of the master plan process through various 
approaches. High priority was given to the outcomes 
of the public workshops as many issues and trade-offs 
were debated in groups and joint directions suggested.  
The outcomes are summarised in Table 1 and 2 below.
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Stage 1 and 2 outcomes

Table 1. Consistent messages from public engagement in Stage 1 and 2

Consistent messages across all groups and meetings

Weston Creek has an active and strong community.

Provide sufficient parking and improve traffic flow, especially with the transitional use of the centre’s services 
by Molonglo residents.

Improve bus services and infrastructure.

Generally improve the aesthetics and the appearance of the centre so it does not become Molonglo’s 
‘second cousin’.

Make the centre a more pedestrian and cyclist friendly environment.

Create more and different types of meeting spaces and parks.

Make better use of the oval; either better maintain it or redesign it for other recreational uses.

Improve and update aged community facilities.

Retain the human scale of the centre.

Provide better quality, sustainable development and create more employment opportunities.

General support for mixed use development up to four storeys. 

Add other services such as library, swimming pool or hydrotherapy pool.

Table 2. Diverse views from public engagement in Stage 1 and 2

Issues that included a diversity of views

Whether Brierly Street should be closed to traffic or traffic calmed only.

How traffic should be routed through the centre as a whole.

The future location of the bus stop and major meeting square.

The type of retail expansion that would be desirable, i.e. supermarket or smaller specialty shops.

The type of residential that should be introduced in the centre.

The messages from the community were examined within the planning process. Table3 summarises how the 
preliminary master plan responded to the messages from community and stakeholders.
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Table 3. Considerations and proposals in the preliminary master plan in response to public engagement

Considerations and proposals in the preliminary master plan in response to engagement

Maintain community centre and health services close to the retail centre and upgrade them to meet the 
current and future demands.

Allow for a retail expansion that includes another supermarket and smaller shops.

Improve the amenity of Brierly Street and Trenerry Square and make them pedestrian-friendly.

Retain surface car parks over the next 10 years and provide additional long- and short-term parking.

Ensure safe access to the centre for various modes of transport.

Provide a safe pedestrian and cyclist-friendly environment with improved public transport.

Improve connections between the recreational areas and community hub and the rest of the centre.

Open up the centre towards the green spine along the creek and activate it and better connect the 
community hub with the centre.

Make the centre safe day and night.
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Stage 3 feedback on the preliminary master plan

A preliminary master plan for the Weston Group 
Centre in the form of posters was placed on 
exhibition for public comment in July and August 
of 2012 at Cooleman Court and the Weston Creek 
Community Centre.  A set of posters was also 
displayed at the Woden Library and on the ESDD 
website within the consultation period.  

The posters outlined the key elements of the 
preliminary master plan and included an overall 
strategic position, a community vision, planning 
and design principles for the centre, and desired 
outcomes and actions for the short, medium and 
long term future of the centre.

Public feedback was sought on the preliminary 
proposals for the centre.  Fact sheets and feedback 
forms were provided at public displays and on 
the ESDD website to encourage people to provide 
comments on proposed outcomes and actions.  

Response rate
Of the 64 people who provided responses via the 
feedback form,  47% were 60 years or older and 
29% were 40–49 years old.  Further feedback was 
received in one written submission.

Highly supported aspects of the 
preliminary master plan
The following aspects of the preliminary master plan 
received good support:

• Retain community and health services close to the 
retail centre.

• Improve lighting in underpasses and along main 
pedestrian routes. 

• Make public transport more convenient and 
design attractive adjacent services. 

• Improve landscape design of urban spaces and 
open spaces.

• Plan for the changing demand for services with 
Molonglo residents using the centre.

• Provide additional on-street parking, short-term 
parking close to the centre, and incorporate 
parking in new developments on site.

• Allow for retail expansion in the centre. 

• Enhance the ‘green spine’ along the Weston Creek 
for more activity. 

• Improve pedestrian and traffic signalisation on 
main intersections. 

• Allow mixed use development to attract a range of 
small and innovative businesses. 

• Aim for all new buildings to be energy and water-
efficient and adaptable over time. 

• Create new meeting places and parks with active 
uses. 

• Partner with the community, private and 
government sector to improve and expand 
services. 

• Locate a major bus stop at Parkinson Street.

Mixed responses
Aspects of the preliminary master plan where 
different positions were articulated: 

• Release sites for mixed-use development, 
including residential. 

• Increase residential population in the centre. 

• Make Brierly Street pedestrian-friendly by 
widening the footpath for more activities. 

• Encourage activity day and night. 

• Improve cycling and walking network and safety. 

Major concerns
Further comments on the preliminary master plan 
were provided on the feedback forms and in the 
written submission. The table below notes key 
concerns raised and how these have been considered 
in the preparation of the draft master plan.
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Table 4. Key public concerns and proposed responses in the draft master plan

Concerns raised Planning response proposed/undertaken

Upgrade of services and ageing facilities in the 
centre is much needed.

Land is reserved for community uses that allow uses 
such as a community centre on Parkinson Street next to 
the retail core and public transport stop. 

Increased traffic flow and lack of parking, in 
particular the expected influx of Molonglo 
residents.

Upgrade of major intersections, traffic signalisation, 
integrating additional car parking into new developments.

Concern about parking management, in particular: 
• introduction of paid parking

• lack of convenient, short-term parking 

• lack of sufficient and safe long-term parking for 
centre employees

• insufficient disabled parking close to the centre.

• Increase in short-stay parking close to the centre.

• Increase in long-stay parking in Dillon Close and 
Liardet Street.

• Improved lighting and safe access to parking at 
periphery.

• Increased amount of disabled parking close to centre.

Lack of traffic safety at major intersections, in 
particular for pedestrians and cyclists.

Pedal Power and the Heart Foundation’s Active Living 
program reviewed all plans to ensure pedestrian and 
cyclist safety was considered.

Insufficient public transport services, in particular 
feeder services from the suburbs and direct bus 
services to the city centre.

Coordination of all master plan work with:
• TAMS and Network 14 bus services 

• ESDD/TAMS and the Frequent Network of public 
transport corridors. 

The centre’s location on the Frequent Network presents 
opportunities for progressively developing service 
frequency of 15 minutes or better, supported with 
the public transport priority measures, to make public 
transport a viable alternative to cars.  Upgrading bus 
infrastructure in the centre will enable services to be 
improved. 

Lack of maintenance and general appearance of 
public realm

• Possible upgrade of Brierly Street and Trenerry Square.

• Possible enhancement of Weston Creek green spine.

• Possible activation of northern precinct with oval and 
community uses and proposed adjacent residential 
development.

Busy petrol station and related traffic issues on 
Brierly Street.

Site investigations underway for an additional petrol 
station in north Weston.

Lack of safe and well-lit public spaces, footpaths 
and underpasses.

Possible public realm upgrades to improve pedestrian 
friendliness, amenity, lighting and landscaping, 
particularly on areas leading to the Creek.

Lack of amenity and facilities in public spaces,  
e.g. seating, toilets, landscaping.

Expectations for short-term implementation of 
projects and actions as a result of the master plan.

Possible public realm upgrades to improve pedestrian 
friendliness, amenity, lighting and landscaping.
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Concerns raised Planning response proposed/undertaken

Delivery of specific services, in particular a 
swimming pool and library services.

A proposed site at Stromlo Forest Park has been agreed 
by the Government as the most suitable location to 
service the needs of Weston Creek, Molonglo and 
nearby areas. Construction is anticipated to start in 2016 
for completion in 2018. 

ACT Libraries advised that the Woden Library will 
continue to provide service for the Weston Creek 
catchment. 

Retain and enhance specialty stores in Cooleman 
Court.

A retail expansion could include space for further 
specialty and food stores.
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Stakeholder reference group meetings

This group represented local stakeholders from 
community and business organisations who met to 
preview, discuss and revise planning directions and 
design ideas for the master plan. Eighteen different 
organisations and community representatives 
accepted invitations to take part in meetings:

• Weston Creek Community Council

• Weston Creek Community Association

• Communities @ Work Weston Creek

• St Peter’s Anglican Church

• Weston Creek Community Association

• Uniting Church

• Mirvac (owner of Cooleman Court)

• Presbyterian Church

• Weston Creek Community Centre management

• Tennis ACT

• Cooleman Court Centre management

• 3 nominated local residents

• Mirinjani

• 3 nominated local business representatives

Five meetings were held, with three meetings prior 
to the preliminary master plan (see Engagement 
Outcomes – Report 1). A fourth meeting reviewed the 
key elements of the preliminary plans and discussed 
refinements for the draft master plan, in particular 
desired outcomes and actions for the short, medium 
and long-term future of the centre. A fifth meeting 
included a place-making exercise for key public spaces 
in the centre to inform the draft master plan.
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Stakeholder reference group comments on preliminary master plan
Table 5. Concerns and comments from the Stakeholder reference group for the Weston Group Centre 
Master Plan

Concerns raised Planning response proposed/undertaken

Public transport Public transport

• Weston is the only group centre to not be 
serviced by a direct bus route to the city centre 
all day. 

• Why can’t the local bus stop on Brierly Street be 
co-located with the major bus stop on Parkinson 
Street?

• By 2031 the centre is proposed as a transport node 
on the Frequent Network of public transport corridors 
with access to rapid (fast and frequent) public 
transport services to the City via Woden and Molonglo, 
with 15 minutes frequency or better all day.

• In the short-term (5–10 years) the aim is to streamline 
existing routes with higher frequencies to Woden 
(15 minutes peak, 30 minutes or better off peak) and 
pulsed bus services for efficient interchange.

• Additional peak-only services are provided with Xpresso 
routes direct to the City and Parliamentary Zone.

• The reason for a separate bus stop on Brierly Street 
for local services is the efficient route from north to 
south through the centre that minimises turns and 
loops for the local buses.

Mixed use development on northern car park: Mixed use development on northern car park:

• Proposed heights of 5-6 storeys would negatively 
impact on the human scale and village feel of the 
centre.

• It was suggested the number of storeys was 
not a particularly effective way of looking at 
developments and that population yield was a 
more effective measure.

• It was suggested to provide more evidence on 
background reports (e.g. economic modelling 
etc.) that informed the decision-making on 
residential infill and densities.

• Proposed building heights on the northern car 
park respond to community concerns about height 
ensuring buildings fronting Brierly Street are four 
storeys with six storeys setback further to ensure 
human scale and solar access to Brierly Street.

• Proposed development includes the need to replace 
public car parking plus provide additional parking for 
new uses.

• Feasibility analysis has been undertaken to inform 
the draft master plan. 

Public spaces and squares: Public spaces and squares:

• The group supported changes to Trenerry Square 
and the decision to close it off from Brierly Street.

• The benefit of closing traffic from Brierly Street 
into Trenerry Square is more accessibility for 
pedestrians and more activity to support a 
restaurant/ cafe precinct in this area.

• The western edge of the square was suggested to 
be enlarged a little.

• The western edge of Trenerry Square could be 
enlarged.

• Vehicular traffic from Brierly Street into Trenerry 
Square could be closed off.

Access, traffic and parking: Access, traffic and parking:
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Concerns raised Planning response proposed/undertaken

• When would traffic lights be installed?

• How would access and safety improve for 
pedestrians leaving cars in the northern car park 
to go to the centre (a major current concern)? 

• Upgrade the northern car park in the short term 
before further development is proposed after  
10 years.

• What traffic management measures will be 
employed to ensure the safety of pedestrians 
and cyclists crossing the new proposed parking 
access road next to the green spine (also a 
current concern)?

• How does the master plan address the poor 
access for Mirinjani residents to the centre across 
and along Namatjira Drive?

• What are planned temporary measures 
with surface car parks, e.g. landscaping and 
resurfacing?

• Investigate new parking delivery models.

• Major intersections into the centre are proposed 
for possible up-grade and traffic signalisation for 
vehicles and pedestrians.

• The draft master plan proposes connecting cycling 
and pedestrian paths within the centre for better 
connection and more safety for pedestrians and 
cyclists.

• Access and safety issues and requested upgrades 
were raised with ACT Roads.

• Pedal Power and the Heart Foundation’s Active 
Living program reviewed all plans to ensure 
pedestrian and cyclist safety could be integrated.

Recreational open spaces: Recreational open spaces:

• The proposal for the Weston Creek green 
spine with upgraded landscapes and paths was 
supported. 

• A possible wetland on the Weston Oval is explored
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Place-makfing suggesttfions for publfic realm

An fimproved publfic realm wfitth more amenfifies, 
better aestthefics and more communfitty acfivfifies 
has been an ongofing fissue and concern tthroughoutt 
publfic engagementt, fin parficular durfing dfiscussfion 
wfitth tthe sttakeholder reference group.  As a 
response, tthe ESDD mastter plan tteam desfigned 
an addfifional workshop for tthe group att tthe end 
of January 2013 tthatt focussed on clarfifyfing and 
debafing aspfirafions for tthe publfic realm.

Exfisfing and new publfic places fidenfified fin tthe 
prelfimfinary mastter plan wfill play an fimporttantt role 
for tthe amenfitty, walkabfilfitty and vfibrancy of tthe 
centtre fin tthe futture.  The sttakeholder reference 
group debatted and workshopped tthe feel, funcfion 
and feattures of tthe followfing key places fin tthe 
centtre (see map below):

Ffigure 2. Map of key exfisfing and new publfic places fin tthe centtre
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Trenerry Place and Brierly Street
• Create outdoor eatery areas – Alfresco style.

• Larger deciduous trees are desirable for this area – 
remove existing eucalypts.

• Through traffic is desirable, but only slower speed 
should be permissible.

• Greenery – incorporate plants and grass.

• Include general seating areas without the need to 
be at a cafe.

• Natural materials (metal, stone and timber 
etc.) are desired as being more seamless to the 
outdoor environment.

• Pedestrian-friendly landscaping is required.

• Shade on western blank wall of Cooleman Court – 
general improvement desired.

• Lowering street speed would safely allow for 
bicycles on the road for Brierly Street.

• Off road cycle path is not deemed desirable for 
this street.

• Screening in Trenerry Square, between car park and 
seating areas, was suggestions to improve safety.

• Use wider footpaths on Brierly Street.

• It would be suitable if this area had a more urban 
character.

New eastern community square
• A key achievement is that the retail area and open 

space fronting the Weston Creek is on one level.

• The square should be a flexible space to allow 
for a wide variety of uses such as markets, 
performance space and conversation areas.

• The area should have an integrated, mixed 
character ranging from urban to green organic with 
the transition between these to be ‘seamless’.

• Some structures should be urban and synthetic.  
However, it is also important include the more 
natural materials for construction, with a smooth 
transition between the two forms.

• The area should be available for flexible 
community activities that emphasise the place as 
a community ‘heart’.

• A possible outdoor cinema/ performance space 
was suggested.

• The square should incorporate paving and 
formalised pathways.

• Activation is wanted for the area.

• Use the community square as the unifying and 
linking element between the retail precincts, the 
Weston Creek green spine and the recreational 
precinct.
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Green spine along the Weston Creek
• Create a sense of a pleasant journey along the 

green spine through to the recreational area to 
Molonglo.

• Ease of movement between new community 
square and green spine is needed, both physically 
and visually.

• Structures need to be more organic and green in 
character for this area.

• Wetland style water features were requested to 
be incorporated in the creekbed area.

• Treatment for blank walls of new supermarket 
expansion was recommended for the building to 
fit more seamlessly into the proposed landscaping 
and to maintain green open space feel.

• Discussion around community gardens included:

 – define the garden area by plots, fences and 
sheds

 – concern it would contain a number of plots 
with fences and gates, creating barriers in areas 
that would reduce flexibility for other uses

 – a proposal that the green spine could be 
considered as a whole community garden, 
not defined by plots but a continuous garden 
concept, maybe incorporating some mini-
wetland ideas

 – incorporating bush tucker-type edible plants in 
consultation with Aboriginal groups.

Northern recreational area including 
Weston oval
• Any community garden would be more 

appropriately located in the recreational precinct.

• A 50 metre Olympic size pool could be co-located 
with a hydrotherapy pool.

• The Weston Creek area has no all weather playing 
fields.

• Formalised recreational spaces could be developed 
and possibly linked with the skate park area.

• Informal spaces should be available for 
unstructured play.

• The incorporation of a larger wetland on the oval 
site could be timed for development after the 
oval’s release by ACT Sports and Recreation.

• Continue the links along the green spine through 
to Molonglo; pedestrian and cycling routes need 
to have good connections, with existing paths 
strongly linking to Weston Creek network.

Other areas to be considered
• Take the opportunity to create an entrance to 

Weston to help create a distinct identity and sense 
of arrival.

• Do not leave blank open space, e.g. area near 
Brierly St/ Parkinson St/ Hindmarsh Dr intersection.

• Address areas of blank walls.

• Build a sheltered bus station along Parkinson and 
Brierly streets to provide protection from weather 
extremes for the comfort of passengers.

The outcomes and place images chosen informed 
the place making strategy in the draft master plan. 
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Individual stakeholder 
meetings

In addition to the  Weston Group Centre Stakeholder 
reference group, further meetings with individual 
local stakeholders were held to progress proposed 
ideas in the preliminary master plan and to discuss 
any issues arising with progressing and implementing 
the master plan.  The master plan team met with 
representatives of the following stakeholders:

• Mirvac, owner of Cooleman Court and centre 
management

• Weston Presbyterian Church

• Church of Christ

• Irish Club

• ACTTAB

• Weston Tennis Club

• Weston Scouts

• Canberra Skateboard Association.

All issues, concerns and comments of those 
stakeholders are summarised in Appendix 1.

Government agency 
engagement

A number of government agencies are responsible 
for service delivery and consequently the 
implementation of the master plan in the long term:

• The Economic Development Directorate (EDD) 
Land Development Agency may identify some 
Territory owned land appropriate to sell to 
developers.

• EDD is also responsible for land associated with 
sports and recreation, e.g. the Weston Oval.

• The Community Services Directorate (CSD) 
is responsible for community facilities, e.g. 
the Community Hub (former school site), the 
community centre and the child care centre.

• The Territory and Municipal Services Directorate 
(TAMS) looks after road infrastructure, urban open 
spaces including playgrounds and parkland. 

• The Territory Plan team within the Environment 
and Sustainable Development Directorate (ESDD) 
is responsible for translating the master plan into 
statutory planning by developing a precinct code. 

• The Education and Training Directorate (ETD) 
is responsible for the preschool site next to the 
Community Hub. 

• The Health Directorate (HD) is responsible for 
the health building (including Independent Living 
Centre) next to the community centre. 

Agency representatives from ACT Government 
directorates came together in interagency meetings 
to review the preliminary master plan for the 
centre from a whole-of-government perspective.  In 
addition individual meetings with single agencies 
were held to progress the master plan and discuss 
future implementation.
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Summary conclusion

How does the draft master plan respond to feedback received?
The Weston Creek community has been actively 
involved in the master plan process and some 
community members have dedicated a considerable 
amount of time to discuss priorities and options for 
the master plan.

The framework and actions of the draft master 
plan have been informed by background studies, 
sustainability assessment and public engagement 
outcomes. Key proposals and actions that respond to 
priority issues from the community are summarised 
in the second column of the table below.

Table 6. Priority community issues and responses of the draft master plan

Priority community issues Proposals and actions of the draft master plan

Renew tired facilities in the centre and 
consolidate community and health 
services close to the retail core.

Retain community services close to the retail core.  Possible public 
transport stop with a proposed zoning change for future uses such as 
a community centre to the south of Cooleman Court.

Invest in the centre’s services, 
in particular; parking, a new 
community centre, indoor and 
outdoor meeting spaces, a 
swimming pool, a library and art 
facilities.

Manage the transitional impact on services and parking from 
Molonglo by providing additional short and long term parking spaces 
over the next ten years in Liardet Street and Dillon Close and in 
conjunction with future development.

Allow for a retail expansion including another supermarket and specialty 
stores to the east of Cooleman Court and/or on the northern car park.

Reserve land for community uses such as a community centre close to 
the retail core and public transport stop.

Improve the quality of the public 
realm and its amenity for people, in 
particular related to Brierly Street, 
Trenerry Square, the surface car 
parks and the Weston Creek green 
spine and the Weston Oval.

Possible new square with active frontage adjacent to the retail expansion.

Possible upgrades to Brierly Street and Trenerry Square for more 
pedestrian activity and amenity with wider footpaths, better 
landscaping and social gathering spaces.

Possible enhancement of the Weston Creek green spine and allow 
compatible uses adjacent this space to further activate the area and 
provide passive surveillance for pedestrians. 

Provide safer and easier access to the 
services in the centre by improving 
major intersections, footpaths and 
cycle lanes in the centre, more 
frequent bus services and more  
long- and short-term car parking.

Improve public transport services with a new bus stop on Parkinson 
Street for improved frequent services to centres and a bus stop on 
south Brierly Street for local services.

Possible traffic lights for major intersections and improved pedestrian 
and cyclist connections within the centre.

Introduce residential development 
for a more active and vibrant centre; 
this was a source of diverse views.

Provide housing choice to support the centre’s services enabling more 
people to enjoy the landscape setting and amenity.

Keep building heights responsive to 
the surrounding environment with 
up to four storeys, or five storeys 
maximum, in selected areas

The draft master plan is recommending four to six storeys in selected 
areas identified for future redevelopment.

For more details please refer to the proposed draft master plan for the Weston Group Centre available on 
ESDD’s website under www.act.gov.au/weston. 

http://www.act.gov.au/weston
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Next steps

The draft master plan document is released to the 
public for further comment for eight weeks.   The 
draft master plan document, engagement reports 
and summary background studies are available on 
the ESDD website under www.act.gov.au/weston

The community is invited to submit their feedback 
on the proposed directions, outcomes and actions 
via individual submissions or feedback forms 
provided on www.timetotalk.act.gov.au and during 
consultation events.

All information on consultation activities, including 
dates of public displays and information sessions, 
are announced on www.timetotalk.act.gov.au and 
www.act.gov.au/weston.

All public comments on the draft master plan will be 
documented and analysed to inform the amendment 
of the draft master plan.  The final Weston Group 
Centre Master Plan will be submitted to the ACT 
Government for endorsement end 2014. The public 
will be notified of the release of the final master plan.

http://www.act.gov.au/weston
http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au
http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au
http://www.act.gov.au/weston
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Appendix 1: Outcomes of individual stakeholder meetings

Meetings with several local stakeholders were 
held between September 2012 and March 2013 
to progress proposed ideas in the preliminary 
master plan and to discuss any issues arising with 
implementing the master plan.

Mirvac
Economic analysis identified that the centre could 
accommodate another full-line supermarket. 
Mirvac as the owner of Cooleman Court is a major 
stakeholder for the retail expansion. Mirvac has 
been engaging in the master plan process and the 
stakeholder reference group.  Preliminary plans for 
Mirvac’s retail expansion and the redevelopment of 
Cooleman Court are:

• working with a supermarket operator to 
accommodate another full-line supermarket the 
same size as existing Woolworths (3100m2)

• providing another 1800 m2 of speciality retail 

• enhancing street based activity along Brierly Street 

• improving the internal east–west connection in 
Cooleman Court between Brierly Street and the 
Weston Creek green spine 

• Resolving any issues from loading dock activities 
and access to under croft car parking and ramps on 
the northern and eastern side of Cooleman Court.

Weston Presbyterian Church
The Weston Presbyterian Church is a small 
congregation affiliated with St Andrew’s Church 
and is located to the north-east of Cooleman 
Court. The Church would be most affected by the 
retail extension plans of Cooleman Court. Several 
meetings were held to minimise potential impacts 
for the Church. Mirvac also met with the Church 
to discuss preliminary options for their retail 
expansion. The Church raised several issues:

• Preliminary retail expansion plans from Mirvac 
encroaches on the land of the Church. 

• The access road to parking in the extended 
Cooleman Court would run along the eastern 
boundary of the Church. 

• The Church is concerned about the loss of amenity 
and problems associated with traffic, noise and 
required space and parking for Church services. 

• Sufficient fencing, some embellishment and 
landscaping would need to be provided to reduce 
the impact on the Church.

• The Church prefers to stay at their current Weston 
location but will explore their options with their 
congregation.

• Whatever options and measures would need to be 
put in place, they would need to be cost-neutral to 
the Church.

Church of Christ
The Church of Christ is a fellowship of approximately 
60 members, who are drawn from across the 
Canberra region.

• Their lease was awarded under the Church Lands 
Lease Ordinance (CLLO) and allows for limited 
uses only.

• The Church uses the building for Sunday morning 
Service and Thursday night Bible study.

• The remainder of the week night evenings, they 
lease the building to a variety of community 
groups to conduct their programs. This is to gain 
a small amount of income and increase utilisation 
within the terms of their lease.

• The Church would appreciate clarification on the 
uses allowed on their block under the current lease.

• They have no plans for future development at  
this stage.

• The Church expressed an interest in supported 
accommodation for some time in the future.
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Irish Club
The Irish Club is a small club located in a CZ6 
commercial zone. The facilities are used by 
community groups such as University of the 
Third Age (U3A), sporting and community groups 
for regular committee meetings and also for 
presentations events. The Club has their own off 
street car parking which services a total of 75 
marked places and some unmarked car parking 
capacity at back of building. The Club raised the 
following issues:

• Evening use and events often mean the 
surrounding street and next door car parks at the 
Church of Christ site are also utilised.

• There have been efforts made to utilise the 
Church of Christ car park, however this has not 
been successful.

• The Club feels that it needs to diversify future 
income streams.  

• The Club has received a grant from EDD under 
the Affordable Housing Action Plan for a 
planning study to explore future development 
possibilities that include options for affordable 
accommodation.

• The scope of the study includes increased 
commercial capacity and a variety of 
accommodation options such as motel or serviced 
apartments but also supported accommodation 
and affordable apartments.

ACTTAB
ACTTAB are a lessee in a separate building to the 
south-west of Cooleman Court. They operate from 
midday to 10pm every day and the Weston affiliate 
is a vital business.  Important for ACTTAB are:

• sufficient short term parking close to their 
property

• running the business as a standalone building to 
avoid general power outages of a shopping mall 
that create business loss for them

• improved pedestrian flows, which mean improved 
business for ACTTAB.

ACTTAB supports the following preliminary master 
plan ideas:

• Proposed parking arrangement by increasing short 
term parking to the southern car park.

• Retaining northern and southern car parks for 
the next 10 years to accommodate Molonglo 
development.

• Retail expansion to the eastern side of Cooleman 
Court.

• Strengthening the east–west connection from 
Brierly Street and the new community centre.

Weston Tennis Club
The Weston Tennis Club is a community organisation 
run by voluntary staff. The tennis club is the second 
largest in Canberra after Lyneham. There are 12 
courts with a synthetic grass surface. 

• The tennis club supported the proposed extension 
in parking in Dillon Close, but noted that the club 
uses approximately 50% of the current parking.

• It was noted that Namatjira Drive was difficult to 
cross and needed to be more pedestrian friendly. 

• Club usage increases during school holidays, 
when it is used for children’s tennis coaching; the 
club house is too small to cope with these peak 
demands. 

• The tennis club would like financial support to 
build a larger club house (approximately twice the 
area) including office for a tennis coach, improved 
storage capacity and upgraded bathroom and 
kitchen facilities. 

• It was seen as possible to co-locate sporting 
facilities with another like-minded club and share 
a club house etc. 

• One possibility was to share club house and other 
facilities with the Scouts who are located adjacent. 

• The representatives stated they would be looking 
for government support to cope with the influx of 
new members, greater court use, and/or possible 
expansion as more people move into Molonglo.

• At present the club is run as a community club; if 
it were to get any bigger it may have to become 
commercial.  However the members would prefer 
it to remain a community club.  



environment.act.gov.au 21

Weston Scouts
The Weston Scouts is a volunteer-based 
organisation. Trained leaders run programs and a 
parent committee raises funds and manages the hall 
and equipment. The hall hire is needed as an income 
for general maintenance and improvements to the 
scout hall and to keep overall fees for families as low 
as possible. The following issues were raised:

• Vandalism and crime is a major problem in the area.

• The location of the scout hall is isolated, tucked 
away by trees, badly lit and there is no passive 
surveillance.

• There have been major repairs and upgrades in 
the past due to damage from vandalism (doors 
replaced, roof replaced, alarm system put in, PVC 
pipes replaced).

• Crime incidents were reported around the 
underpass at the Creek.

• The lack of safe connections to Cooleman Court is 
an issue.

Comments on the preliminary master plan were:

• A new recreational facility adjacent to the Scout 
Hall would be supported in principle to activate 
the space and make it safer.

• Potential overshadowing by the proposed 
recreational building is a concern; also the 
potential loss of open spaces surrounding the hall 
for scout activities.

• Potential through-traffic to new facility needs 
to be managed carefully so the scout hall is not 
negatively impacted by it.

• Sufficient on-site parking for a new facility needs 
to be provided; currently on-street parking is at its 
limits and taken up in the evenings by the tennis 
courts and other activities.

• Additional parking in Dillon Close is supported.

• An access road from Hilder Street to the new 
facility would be preferable.

• The further away any proposed new facility would 
be from the scout hall the better.

• Don’t concrete all areas around the scout hall; 
allow for well-landscaped and interesting spaces 
that can be used by young people.

• Better lighting for safety.

• Safe walking and exercise paths.

• More older kid facilities (e.g. rock climbing, bowling).

• Better cross-connections across Streeton Drive 
for schools, residents etc. to use the recreational 
facilities.

• More BBQ facilities and playground closer to the 
hall for families to use.

• Create more activities with passive surveillance 
and safe connections to surrounding residential 
areas and Cooleman Court.

• Improve the area along the Creek.

Canberra Skateboard Association
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the 
interests of Weston skateboard riders in relation to 
the Weston Group Centre Master Plan, in particular 
the recreational precinct north of Cooleman Court 
that includes a skate park. 

• The skate park was built in 2000 and it is well 
designed with a style that is largely transitional-
based (e.g. ramps) with few street style obstacles. 

• It is very popular with boarders, and considered as 
one of the best skate parks in Canberra.

• Design of the Weston Park is suitable for both 
skateboarders and Freestyle BMX. 

• From an event’s perspective Weston is a good venue 
for competitions as access is adequate and it is fairly 
isolated with no nearby residences to disturb. 

• Inexperienced riders/families are using the 
facilities during the day while more experienced 
riders usually take advantage of the lower evening 
numbers for more advanced tricks.

• The Weston skate park provides some lighting in 
the evening, usually to 10pm.

• The surface of the ramps at Weston is of concern.

• The current cleaning method of using high-
pressure water wash has damaged the surface 
for skateboarding.

• Vandalism and graffiti of the skate park and 
surrounding area is a real issue.

• It is usually not the boarders who would vandalise 
the area; boarders provide good surveillance of 
the area while they use the facilities.

• There are currently no public toilets nearby.
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Future needs would be:
• Providing power, water/ drinking fountains, toilets, 

BBQs and improved lighting would enhance the 
Weston facility.

• The Weston skate park could be up-graded by 
broadening the style of obstacles with additional 
street style obstacles. 

• Increased usage and improved design of the oval 
and the northern recreational precinct would help 
reduce vandalism and graffiti. 

• Suggested additional usage for the oval would be 
frisbee, golf and events including visiting bands.  

• Examples of events that have been joint 
community ventures are the ones run in 
conjunction with Belconnen Arts Centre at the 
Belconnen skate park and adjacent area.  
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