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Aim of the study 

The Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate (EPDSD) engaged SMEC in 2015 
to undertake a Transport, Movement and Car Parking Study for the Calwell group centre. This 
technical study provided background analysis that informed the development of the Calwell Group 
Centre Master Plan (2016).  

The Calwell Group Centre Transport, Movement and Car Parking Study (the transport study) provided 
an assessment of: 

• the current transport system, focusing on pedestrian and cycle accessibility, car parking 

supply and operations and the road network including: 

o accessibility appraisal to identify issues for access, pedestrian and cycle facilities, car 

parking, road network and traffic, and public transport modes 

o assessment of existing car parking capacity in the centre including short-term and 

long-term parking 

o assessment of the existing road network and intersection volumes  

o assessment of the existing pedestrian and cycle network routes and movements 

• potential development scenarios (low and medium) and the impact on the centre in terms of 

car parking and access.  

Findings of the study 

The transport study determined that there were issues with accessibility including poor pedestrian 

connectivity to and within the centre, inadequate bicycle facilities, including paths and on-road 

lanes, inefficient usage of available parking and under-utilisation of Park & Ride spaces. 

The assessment of potential development land-use scenarios and the impact on the centre in terms 

of car parking and access found that there was no expected significant impact on traffic due to 

developments. Future developments would require additional parking including public parking, 

however, it was considered there is significant spare parking capacity in the Calwell Group Centre 

that could be used to offset additional parking demand. The amount of future development 

recommended by the final master plan is considered to be a balanced solution between the low and 

medium land use scenarios that was tested in the study. 

The key recommendations in the transport strategy are to improve pedestrian cycle accessibility 

through the public domain and upgrade the pedestrian and cycle path network, upgrade disabled 

parking spaces and provide sufficient public parking in the centre for any proposed developments.   

Current status 

The ACT Government finalised a master plan for the Calwell group centre in September 2016. As a 

strategic document, the Calwell Group Centre Master Plan (the master plan) provides guidance for 

the development and redevelopment of the Calwell group centre into the future.  

The master plan outlines strategies and makes recommendations to enhance the centre as an active 

hub for the community and ensure the centre is accessible and well connected. This includes 

recommendations to undertake the strategies made by the transport study to improve pedestrian 

and cycle accessibility within and to the centre, to manage car parking in the centre and to provide 

better connections to existing carparking.  


