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PART B – EIS PROCESS 

3 PLANNING AND LEGISLATION 
This chapter outlines the planning approvals process for the Project and discusses how the Project complies with all 

relevant ACT and Commonwealth legislation and policy.  

3.1 ACT LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2007 

In the ACT, the Planning and Development Act 2007 (P&D Act) outlines the process for assessing and approving 

developments. The P&D Act uses a track-based system for assessing developments. The track with the highest level of 

scrutiny and notification is the impact track. The impact track is used for developments with a potential to have a major 

impact on the environment of the ACT. 

Under section 127 of the P&D Act, a development application for a proposal in the impact track must include a 

completed EIS. The EIS is not an approval process, but a means of ensuring that all potential environmental impacts and 

possible mitigation measures for impact track development proposals have been investigated and documented. 

Under section 123 of the P&D Act a development application is considered as an impact track development proposal if: 

1 The relevant development table of the Territory Plan states that the impact track applies 

2 It is of a kind mentioned in Schedule 4 of the P&D Act 

3 The Minister makes a declaration under section 124 of the P&D Act in relation to the proposal 

4 The Minister makes a declaration under section 125 or section 132 of the P&D Act in relation to the proposal 

5 It is considered one under relevant legislation, such as the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

In this case, the Project was triggered into the impact track under subsection two because it was of a kind mentioned in 

Schedule 4 of the P&D Act (specifically, schedule 4, Part 4.3, Item 1 and Item 2). The relevance of each of the above 

subsections to the Project is summarised below. 

3.1.1.1 IMPACT TRACK TRIGGERS 

THE RELEVANT DEVELOPMENT TABLE(S) OF THE TERRITORY PLAN 

The Project would be located on land zoned PRZ1 – Urban Open Space Zone and would cross land zoned TSZ1 – 

Transport Zone (refer to Figure 2.4). 

Within the PRZ1 – Urban Open Space Zone, ‘major utility installations’ are development for which a merit track 

assessment would be applicable. Under Section 13 of the Territory Plan (Definitions), ‘major utility installations’ include 

the following two definitions: 

Major service conduits mean[ing] …. trunk sewers having a diameter equal to or greater than 750mm… and 

Treatment plant mean[ing]… a facility constructed for the purposes of physical, chemical or biological treatment 

of water supply, sewage or stormwater. 

The trunk sewer main and associated OCU would therefore be considered as a development for which a merit track 

assessment would apply within the sections of PRZ1 – Urban Open Space zoning. 
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Within the TSZ1 – Transport Zone (where the proposed trunk sewer main would need to cross Companion Crescent and 

Kingsford Smith Drive), ‘major service conduits’ are identified as a development to which a merit track applies. 

A section of the access driveway to the OCU site at North Latham would also be located within the TSZ1 – Transport 

Zone providing access to this site from Ginninderra Drive. 

IDENTIFIED IN SCHEDULE 4 OF THE P&D ACT 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS REQUIRING EIS — ACTIVITIES 

Schedule 4, Part 4.2 of the P&D Act provides a list of activities for which an EIS is required to be prepared. The Project 

does not fall within any of the identified categories within Part 4.2. As such, the proposed works would not require the 

preparation of an EIS under Part 4.2 of Schedule 4. 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS REQUIRING EIS — AREAS AND PROCESSES 

Schedule 4, Part 4.3, of the P&D Act also provides for eight development types that would trigger an EIS to be prepared 

based on the area of impact or the process(es) being undertaken. The potential impact on each of these triggers is 

summarised in the following sections. 

ITEM 1 – IMPACTS TO THREATENED SPECIES AND COMMUNITIES (ITEM 1) 

Item 1 relates to potential for significant adverse environmental impact on a variety of flora and fauna related issues. 

The Project has the potential to impact some of these listed issues as identified in Table 3.1. 

Table 3.1 Schedule 4, Part 4.3, Item 1 triggers and relevance to the Project 

ITEM 1 ELEMENT RELEVANCE TO PROJECT 

(a) a critically 

endangered species 

The following endangered species were recorded or were predicted to have a moderate or 

higher likelihood of potential presence within the Project study area: 

— Golden Sun Moth (listed as endangered under the Nature Conservation Act 2014 

(NC Act) and Critically Endangered under the EPBC Act). 

This species was recorded within the Project study area. In total, approximately 0.35 hectares 

of core Golden Sun Moth habitat (Tablelands Moist Tussock Grassland) and 4.64 hectares of 

supplementary habitat were mapped in the Project study area (refer to Figure 6.2).  

The Project would clear 0.02 hectares of core habitat and 0.88 hectares of supplementary 

habitat. Given that the impact upon this species would be temporary, most of the highest 

value habitat is being avoided, and measures would be implemented to reinstate any 

temporarily impacted habitat, the impact to the Golden Sun Moth is unlikely to be significant. 

(b) an endangered 

species 

The following endangered species were recorded or were predicted to have a moderate or 

higher likelihood of potential presence within the Project study area: 

— Golden Sun Moth (listed as endangered under the Nature Conservation Act 2014 

(NC Act) and Critically Endangered under the EPBC Act). 

This species was recorded within the Project study area. In total, approximately 0.40 hectares 

of core Golden Sun Moth habitat (Tablelands Moist Tussock Grassland) and 4.64 hectares of 

supplementary habitat were mapped in the Project study area (refer to Figure 6.2). 

The Project would clear 0.02 hectares of core habitat and 0.88 hectares of supplementary 

habitat. Given that the impact upon this species would be temporary, most of the highest 

value habitat is being avoided, and measures would be implemented to reinstate any 

temporarily impacted habitat, the impact to the Golden Sun Moth is unlikely to be significant. 
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ITEM 1 ELEMENT RELEVANCE TO PROJECT 

(c) a vulnerable species The following vulnerable species were recorded or were predicted to have a moderate or 

higher likelihood of potential presence within the Project study area: 

— Grey-headed Flying-fox (listed as vulnerable under the EPBC Act) 

— Little Eagle (listed as vulnerable under the NC Act) 

— Scarlet Robin (listed as vulnerable under the NC Act) 

— Superb Parrot (listed as vulnerable under the NC Act and the EPBC Act) 

— White-winged Triller (listed as vulnerable under the NC Act). 

The Project study area was identified as providing potential foraging habitat for these species. 

The areas of potential habitat to be impacted by the Project are considered to be small, 

isolated and degraded and provide only marginal habitat for these species. 

A significant adverse impact on vulnerable species is therefore not anticipated. 

(d) a conservation 

dependent species 

There are currently no species listed as conservation dependent. 

(e) a regionally 

threatened species 

There are currently no species listed as regionally threatened. 

(f) a regionally 

conservation dependent 

species 

There are currently no species listed as regionally conservation dependent. 

(g) a provisionally listed 

threatened species 

There are currently no species provisionally listed as threatened. 

(h) a listed migratory 

species 

No significant habitat for migratory species occurs within the study area. The Project is 

unlikely to have a significant impact on migratory species. 

(i) a threatened 

ecological community 

Four patches, totalling approximately 0.71 hectares, of Natural Temperate Grassland of

South Eastern Highlands Natural Temperate Grassland of the South Eastern Highlands were

recorded within the Project study area. This community is listed as Endangered under the

NC Act and as Critically Endangered under the EPBC Act.

Through the design process the impact to this community was minimised, and the residual

clearing would be approximately 0.15 hectares.

(j) a protected native 

species 

Not applicable. 

(k) a Ramsar wetland Not applicable. 

(l) any other protected 

matter 

Not applicable. 
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NATIVE VEGETATION CLEARANCE (ITEM 2)

This trigger relates to native vegetation clearance as part of the Project. As the Project is proposed to be located on areas

of land other than a future urban area, the trigger of 0.5 hectares of native vegetation is considered to be a trigger to

require the preparation of an EIS. Native vegetation is defined under the NC Act as either:

— 10 percent or more of the area is covered with vegetation (dead or alive); and

— no more than 60 percent of the ground layer vegetation cover is exotic annual (at any time of the year); and

— more than 50 percent of the perennial ground layer vegetation cover is native vegetation.

OR

— trees or shrubs indigenous to the area have a canopy cover of 10 percent or more in any stratum over the area.

At the time of application for EIS Scoping Document, the proposed area of impact included are a few small patches of

grassland that are considered to be consistent with the Natural Temperate Grassland of the South Eastern Highlands,

which is listed as Endangered under the NC Act and Critically Endangered under the EPBC Act (estimated at

0.15 hectares). The total area of the proposed area of impact at the time of EIS Scoping Document application that was

considered consistent with remnant native vegetation and was estimated to be around 0.46 hectares. The Project was

therefore considered to trigger this impact item.

IMPACT TO WILDERNESS AREA, NATIONAL PARK, NATURE RESERVE OR SPECIAL PURPOSE RESERVES

(ITEM 3)

Schedule 4, Part 4.3, Item 3 relates to developments on land reserved under section 315 for the purpose of a wilderness

area, national park, nature reserve or special purpose reserve. The overlay information for the impacted sites does not

include areas of wilderness area, national park, nature reserve or special purpose reserve.

The Project did not trigger this impact item.

IMPACT TO WATER SUPPLY CATCHMENT (ITEM 4)

Schedule 4, Part 4.3, Item 4 relates to developments that would have a significant adverse impact on domestic water

supply catchment(s), a water use identified in the Territory Plan or on a prescribed environmental value of a natural

waterway or aquifer.

The Project did not trigger this impact item.

SIGNIFICANT WATER EXTRACTION OR CONSUMPTION (ITEM 5)

Schedule 4, Part 4.3, Item 5 relates to developments that would result in significant water extraction.

The Project did not trigger this impact item.

IMPACT ON HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE (ITEM 6)

Schedule 4, Part 4.3, Item 6 relates to development that is likely to have a significant adverse impact on the heritage

significance of a place or object registered under the Heritage Act 2004.

The Project did not trigger this impact item.

IMPACT ON REGISTERED CONTAMINATED SITE (ITEM 7)

Schedule 4, Part 4.3, Item 8 relates to development that is likely to have a significant adverse impact on land included on

the register of contaminated sites under the (ACT) Environment Protection Act 1997 (EP Act). A search of the ACT EPA

contaminated sites management database was conducted on 19 March and 21 March 2018 and returned no records for

any of the blocks investigated.

The Project did not trigger this impact item.
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IMPACT TO FUTURE URBAN AREA (ITEM 8) 

Schedule 4, Part 4.3, Item 8 relates to development has the potential to adversely affect the integrity of a site where 

significant environmental or ecological scientific research is being conducted. 

The Project did not trigger this impact item. 

MINISTER DECLARATION UNDER SECTION 124 OF THE P&D ACT 

The Minister for Planning has not made a declaration under section 124 of the P&D Act stating that the Project should be 

assessed using the impact track assessment process. 

MINISTER DECLARATION UNDER SECTION 125 OR SECTION 132 OF THE P&D ACT 

Section 125 of the P&D Act applies to declarations of projects by the Public Health Act Minister while section 132 

relates to the application of an impact track assessment for proposals not otherwise provided for. 

The Project does not meet either the criteria for assessment under the impact track under section 125 or Section 132 of 

the P&D Act. 

CONSIDERED AS A DEVELOPMENT FOR IMPACT ASSESSMENT UNDER OTHER 

LEGISLATION 

The Project is not considered to be a controlled action under Commonwealth EPBC Act and does not require assessment 

under the EPBC Act (refer to section 3.3 below). 

3.1.1.2 DETERMINATION OF IMPACT ASSESSMENT TRACK 

Following consideration of the triggers for impact track assessment, it is considered that the Project does fall within the 

impact assessment track process based on Schedule 4, Part 4.3, as the Project would potentially impact on the habitat for 

a (critically) endangered species and would potentially (Item 1) require clearing of greater than 0.5 hectares of native 

vegetation (Item 2). 

3.1.1.3 IMPACT TRACK PROCESS 

This document has been prepared to provide Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate (EPSDD) 

with sufficient information on the existing environment and potential impacts of the Project to respond to the EIS 

Scoping Document requirements provided by EPSDD. This EIS details the anticipated effects of the Project on the 

environment. 

The preparation of the EIS has also taken into consideration the requirements for preparing an EIS under Part 4.1 of the 

Planning and Development Regulation 2008, in particular Clause 50 (Preparation of EIS). The requirements identified in 

this section of the regulation generally align with the scoping document requirements which have guided the overall 

preparation of the EIS. This includes describing the project, identifying project objectives, considering alternatives to the 

project, considering the Territory Plan Strategic objectives and considering the potential environmental impacts of the 

project for any potentially significant impacts. 

A Development Application (DA) would also be submitted by Icon Water to cover the components of the Project. 

The DA may be lodged concurrently with the Draft EIS under the concurrent application process). Following the deemed 

completion of the EIS, EPSDD would then be able to determine the DA. 

The general approvals process for the Project under the ACT impact track is shown in Figure 3.1. 
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Source: EPSDD, 2018 

Figure 3.1 ACT planning approvals process for the Project (indicative and for non-concurrent lodgement process) 
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 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1997 

The EP Act provides a framework for regulating polluting activities and protecting the environment in the ACT. It is 

administered by the ACT EPA and covers air and water quality, waste, contaminated land, noise control, and hazardous 

chemicals. 

Under the EP Act all people and companies in the ACT have a general duty that requires them to take such steps that are 

practicable and reasonable to prevent or minimise environmental harm and environmental nuisance. The Act also 

imposes a legal obligation to notify the ACT EPA of any actual or potential environmental harm. 

The EP Act also requires proponents to obtain an environmental protection agreement (Part 7 of the Act) or an 

environmental authorisation (Part 8 of the Act) for certain activities identified in Schedule 1. 

3.1.2.1 RELEVANCE TO THE PROJECT 

Icon Water would notify the ACT EPA immediately of any and all pollution incidents that threaten or harm the 

environment in accordance with the EP Act. 

The Project is not of a type identified in Schedule 1 of the Act as requiring an environmental authorisation or 

environmental protection agreement. Details of the Project such as project design, construction activities and staging, 

existing topography, earthworks requirements, spoil to be imported, exported and stockpiled, and a detailed erosion and 

sediment control plan would be provided to the ACT EPA for endorsement as part of the development approval process 

for the Project. 

3.2 ACT PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 

 STRATEGIC PLANNING CONTEXT 

3.2.1.1 THE TERRITORY PLAN 

The Territory Plan (ACT Government, 2014) is the key statutory planning document in the ACT, providing the policy 

framework for the administration of planning in the ACT. The purpose of the Territory Plan is to manage land use change 

and development in a manner consistent with strategic directions set by the ACT Government, Legislative Assembly and 

the community. The object of the Territory Plan is to ensure, in a manner not inconsistent with the National Capital Plan 

(NCP, Australian Federal Government 2013), the planning and development of the ACT to provide the people of the 

ACT with an attractive, safe and efficient environment in which to live, work and have their recreation. 

The Territory Plan provides for major utility infrastructure to be developed within the ACT. The Project is located mostly 

within land zoned PRZ1 – Urban Open Space, RZ1 – Suburban, and TSZ1 – Transport. Major utility infrastructure 

developments are permitted subject to assessment and approval in the three listed land zones. 

Under Part 14 of the Territory Plan, the ACT government has released a number of Structure plans providing for the 

sustainable development of Gungahlin (including the Gungahlin Central Area, Nichols and Gold Creek Tourist Area, 

North Gungahlin, East Gungahlin, the suburb of Crace, and the Gungahlin Town Centre). The Project would be 

consistent with these Structure Plans as it will ensure improve the capacity of the Belconnen Trunk Sewer, ensure it can 

continue to meet community needs, and manage risks of overflow during an extreme weather event. Overall, the Project 

is considered to be consistent with the provisions of the Territory Plan. 

3.2.1.2 NATIONAL CAPITAL PLAN 

The object of the NCP is ‘to ensure that Canberra and the Territory are planned and developed in accordance with their 

national significance.’ The NCP at its most general policy level provides a framework determined by the Commonwealth 

Parliament, for land use and development throughout the Territory. At its most detailed level, it provides the means for 

guiding the planning, design and development of Designated Areas – those areas having special characteristics of the 

National Capital. 
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At a general level, the project would meet the objectives of the NCP by improving the wastewater management system 

for the Belconnen, Gungahlin, and Hall catchments, and allowing for the continued development of various land uses in 

this part of the ACT. At a more detailed level, the Project would not impact any current Designated Areas identified 

under the NCP. 

3.2.1.3 ACT CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY  

The ACT Climate Change Strategy 2019-2025 (ACT Government, 2019) is the ACT Government’s recently revised 

action plan for responding to the climate change challenge. The plan identifies that the impacts of a changing climate on 

people, infrastructure and services will be well-managed and urban heat impacts will be reduced by an established 

network of street trees, waterways and parks supported by healthy soils. An objective of the Project is to assist with 

improvements to Ginninderra Creek water quality by removing occurrences of sewer overflow events. The Rehabilitation 

and Replanting Plan for the Project (in particular in relation to the proposed tree replanting) would also: 

— seek to provide for improvements in the waterway’s health  

— replace the trees lost through the construction phase of the Project providing for an overall net benefit in total tree 

replacement numbers and in time potentially assisting with managing localised urban heat impacts. 

The development of the Project has considered the potential impacts of climate change as part of the development of the 

Project. This includes the potential for increased temperatures, flooding and bushfire risk on the operation of the Project, 

as well as the potential for the operation of the Project to impact on the local microclimate. Further discussion regarding 

potential climate change risks associated with the Project is provided in Chapter 12. 

3.2.1.4 ACT PLANNING STRATEGY 

The purpose of the ACT Planning Strategy (EPSDD, 2018) is to provide guidance to the future spatial planning, 

development and management of Canberra and the ACT to help achieve the economic, cultural and environmental 

aspirations of its people. 

The strategy has five related themes covering compact and efficient, diverse, sustainable and resilient, liveable and 

accessible with each theme accompanying strategic directions.  

Of particular relevance to this Project are the following themes: 

— Compact and efficient – the strategy has a focus on urban intensification with proposed brownfield:greenfield 

development changing from 50:50 to 70:30 split. Several areas where intensification is proposed include 

Gungahlin, Belconnen town centre and the University of Canberra precinct. These are catchments directly 

serviced by the Belconnen Trunk Sewer system. The upgrade in this Belconnen Trunk Sewer system is required 

to support this planning strategy focus.  

Further, given this intensification focus Icon Water has identified that a further increase in capacity is warranted 

under this Project design and delivery to future proof this pipeline and have responded by changing the design as 

part of the Revised EIS process to include a bigger pipe (upsized from DN1100 to DN1200). 

— Sustainable and resilient – in relation to the aspect of protecting the health of waterways. This Project would 

provide for reduced impacts to the Ginninderra Creek waterway by removing the sewer overflow occurrences 

into the Ginninderra Creek for up to 1 in 10-year rainfall events. 
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3.2.1.5 THE CANBERRA PLAN 

The Canberra Plan (ACT Government, 2008) articulates key directions for the city’s continued prosperity and responds 

to new challenges, including climate change, water security, housing affordability and skills shortages. Seven strategic 

themes reflect the ACT Government’s priorities: 

— quality health care 

— a fair and safe community 

— excellent education, quality teaching and skills development 

— a strong, dynamic economy 

— a vibrant city and great neighbourhoods 

— a sustainable future 

— high quality services. 

The Project would specifically assist in the ongoing achievement of the sustainable future and high-quality services 

priorities for north Canberra through the improved safety and capacity of the Belconnen Trunk Sewer.  

3.2.1.6 TRANSPORT FOR CANBERRA POLICY 

The Transport for Canberra policy (ACT Government, 2012) is the foundation for transport planning for 2012-2031 to 

achieve sustainable transport for Canberra. It was prepared in conjunction with the ACT Planning Strategy to allow for 

the integration of land use and transport policy. 

The Transport for Canberra policy does not contain planning objectives relevant to the Project. This EIS has considered 

the impacts of the Project on traffic and transport in Canberra (refer to Chapter 6 for more details), and determined that 

impacts are expected to be minor. 

3.2.1.7 ACT SUSTAINABILITY POLICIES 

PEOPLE, PLACE, PROSPERITY: THE ACT’S SUSTAINABILITY POLICY  

The ACT Government is committed to pursuing sustainability across all its policies and programs. The ACT’s approach 

to sustainability is set out in its key policy document, People, Place, Prosperity, which was revised in 2009. The policy 

mandates a triple bottom line approach to sustainability, which aims to incorporate social, economic, and environmental 

factors into planning and decision-making. 

Through the production of this EIS and consultation with the community and stakeholders (see Chapter 4), Icon Water 

has considered the environmental, social, and economic impacts of the Project in its planning and design phase. See also 

section 3.4 for a discussion of how the Project has incorporated the principles of ecologically sustainable development. 

ICON WATER SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENT POLICY 

Icon Water is continually looking at ways to ensure business and environmental sustainability. Icon Water has internal 

environmental and sustainability policies, and as they are the proponent for this activity, all works will be undertaken in 

accordance with these policies and associated work instructions. 
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3.2.1.8 PLANS OF MANAGEMENT FOR ANY PUBLIC LAND 

PLAN OF MANAGEMENT FOR BELCONNEN’S URBAN PARKS, SPORTSGROUNDS AND LAKE 

GINNINDERRA (1998) 

The Plan of Management for Belconnen’s Urban parks, Sportsgrounds and Lake Ginninderra was prepared in 1998 and 

seeks to establish a policy framework for the management of Belconnen’s urban parkland and sportsgrounds. The plan 

covers all park types, from formal parks to road verges, semi-natural open space, and informal use ovals. It is relevant to 

the Project as a number of these urban parks and sportsgrounds, as well as Lake Ginninderra, are located within and near 

the Project footprint. 

The Plan outlines management rules and performance indicators for theses spaces relating to mowing regimes, weed 

management, fertiliser use, irrigation, dogs, littering, among others. 

All construction works will comply with relevant rules set out in the Plan, such as managing fire hazard, weeds, and 

rehabilitating the space post construction works. The Project is not anticipated to impact on the management of the urban 

parkland during operation. 

PLAN OF MANAGEMENT FOR CANBERRA’S URBAN LAKES AND PONDS (2001) 

The Plan of Management for Canberra’s Urban Lakes and Ponds was prepared in 2001 to establish a framework for the 

management of Canberra’s urban lakes and ponds, including Lake Ginninderra. The Plan outlines measures to be 

implemented to prevent and control floods and pollution of the waterways, and to provide for the public use of the lake 

for recreation, and to provide habitat for flora and fauna. 

The Project will not significantly increase flood and pollution risk at Lake Ginninderra, provided the implementation of 

appropriate mitigation measures during construction works. The Project is likely to have a beneficial impact on water 

quality in Lake Ginninderra during operation, by reducing the risk of the Belconnen Trunk Sewer flooding during wet 

weather events and polluting nearby waterways. The impacts to surface water as a result of the project are discussed in 

more detail in Chapter 14. 

 TERRITORY PLAN STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

Section 2.1 of the Territory Plan identifies a statement of strategic directions (‘the Statement’) that sets out the principles 

for giving effect to the main object of the Territory Plan as required by the P&D Act. The Statement includes the 

principles for sustainable development as well as the spatial planning and urban design principles that are intended to 

guide the more specific policy content of the Territory Plan. 

The design principles are intended to guide the planning and development of the ACT and contain principles relating to 

sustainable development (economic, social and environmental sustainability) in addition to spatial planning and urban 

design principles which generally relate to the desired outcomes for future development of land and transport within 

Canberra. 

Where applicable, these principles have been considered during the design and development of the Project, and their 

relevance to the Project is discussed in the following sections. The Project would meet all relevant strategic directions 

identified in Section 2.1 of the Territory Plan. 

Principle 1.1 – planning processes and decisions will be focused on the combined achievement of 

economic vitality, community wellbeing, and environmental quality. Broad community involvement 

will be a key element in the pursuit of sustainable development, as will complementary regional 

strategies and agreements. 

The planning process for the Project, through the preparation of this EIS, has focused on the potential economic, 

community, and environmental impacts associated with the Project. In addition, a range of community and other 

stakeholders have been involved in the development of the project (refer to Chapter 4). 
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Principle 1.3 Economic, social and environmental objectives will be pursued in a balanced and 

integrated way, having regard to both short-term and long-term factors, such that present needs can 

be met without prejudicing the welfare of future generations, and without serious or irreversible loss 

of life-supporting natural resources or damage to the environment. 

The Project would increase the capacity of current wastewater infrastructure in North Canberra to ensure that it can meet 

the needs of a growing population while continuing to meet Icon Water’s internal safety standards.  

Any potential short-term and long-term adverse environmental impacts would be minimised with the implementation of 

appropriate mitigation measures. The Project would not result in environmental or social impacts that would 

detrimentally limit the potential for future generations to enjoy and utilise the natural environment 

Principle 1.5 Planning policies will seek to ensure the efficient use of all resources and to reduce 

consumption of non-renewable resources. Waste minimisation, reuse and recycling will be 

encouraged, whilst energy-rating and conservation measures will be applied wherever appropriate, 

particularly in transport, subdivision planning, and building design and construction. 

The assessment of potential environmental impacts as part of this EIS has indicated that there would be no threats of 

serious or local irreversible environmental damage as a result of the construction and operation of the Project. Where 

potential environmental impacts have been considered to occur, mitigation measures, including waste reduction 

measures, have been proposed to minimise and manage any environmental impacts during construction and operation of 

the Project. 

Principle 1.6 The pattern of development is to reflect land capability constraints resulting from 

topography, soils, geotechnical factors, drainage, natural hazards, microclimate and the sensitivity 

of ecosystems. Particular attention will be given to the need to conserve soil, water and vegetation; 

maintain biological diversity; safeguard important ecosystems and ecological processes; and 

provide and protect wildlife corridors. 

The development of the Project has aimed to minimise potential impacts on the environment and respond to existing land 

constraints including natural hazards (through the consideration and management of potential bushfire risks) and 

sensitive ecosystems (by avoiding ecologically sensitive areas through adjustments to the alignment and trenchless 

construction methods). 

Principle 1.7 Land and water resources will be planned in accordance with the principles of 

integrated catchment management and water sensitive urban design. Policies will seek to protect 

identified environmental values, whilst focusing on opportunities for multi-purpose use of resources. 

Special attention is to be given to protecting sources of the Territory’s water supply and to 

maintaining environmental flows in rivers and streams. 

As discussed in Chapters 15 and 16, the Project is not anticipated to have a significant adverse impact on surface water, 

groundwater, or flood risk in the region.  

Principle 1.11 Policies for environmental planning and management will ensure amenity, minimise 

pollution, and protect public health and safety. 

The Project would include a range of safety measures, such as security fencing and lighting around key infrastructure, to 

maintain and protect public health and safety. The visual amenity of the Project site will be restored after construction, 

and visual impacts during the operation of the Project are expected to be minimal as most of the infrastructure will be 

underground. 

Principle 1.17 In planning future development and redevelopment, particular emphasis will be 

placed on cost-effective provision and management of existing and new infrastructure and services, 

taking into account whole-of-life and whole-of system costs, including the ecological footprint of 

proposed developments and activities. 

The Project has taken into account potential impacts and has identified mitigation measures to be implemented so as to 

avoid the possibility of significant adverse impacts and the loss of environmental values. The implementation of these 

environmental measures would increase both the capital construction and operating costs of the Project taking into 

account whole-of-life and whole-of-system costs. 
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Principle 1.19 A variety of open space types will be provided in each district or local area to meet 

the diverse recreational needs of residents and visitors, and to contribute to community health. 

The Project is being undertaken on land zoned as PRZ1 – Open Space. Whilst there will be temporary disruptions to the 

use of this land for recreation during construction of the project, the land will be restored to original condition after 

construction and will be available as public open space during operation. 

Principle 1.25 Heritage and cultural values will be safeguarded, including in particular those of the 

Territory’s Aboriginal peoples and those derived from both its rural history and urban development 

as the National Capital. The distinctive qualities of residential areas and other places, as well as 

elements of community heritage, will also be recognised and their conservation promoted. 

A heritage impact assessment has been undertaken as part of this EIS (refer to Chapter 10). The Project is not anticipated 

to impact on any identified places of heritage significance. 

Principle 1.26 – identified places of heritage significance will be protected in accordance with 

requirements for their conservation contained in the heritage register and any relevant heritage 

guidelines under the heritage act 2004. Special provisions are included in the heritage act for the 

recognition, registration and conservation of aboriginal heritage. 

A heritage impact assessment has been undertaken as part of this EIS (refer to Chapter 10). The Project is not anticipated 

to impact on any identified places of heritage significance. 

2.16 Retention of Canberra’s unique landscape setting, including the integration of natural and 

cultural elements that create its ‘garden city’ and ‘bush capital’ qualities, will be accorded the 

highest priority. Special attention will be given to safeguarding visual amenity, protecting vegetation 

and other important features within the established urban landscape, and ensuring the high quality 

of environmental design in new developments or redevelopment. 

The visual amenity of the Project site would be restored after construction, and visual impacts during the operation of the 

Project are expected to be minimal as most of the infrastructure would be located underground following completion of 

construction. Above ground elements of the Project, including the OCU at North Latham, have been designed to ensure 

that the Project would blend as much as possible into the existing environment (i.e. by using colours that reflect the 

landscape and siting/screening the infrastructure as far as practicable. 

3.3 COMMONWEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

 ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AND BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ACT 

1999 

The EPBC Act requires referral to the Commonwealth Minister for the Environment and Energy for any actions that are 

likely to have a significant impact on the following: 

— Matters of National Environmental Significance (Matters of NES) 

— an action by the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth agency which has, will have or is likely to have a 

significant impact on the environment 

— an action which has, will have or is likely to have a significant impact on the environment on Commonwealth 

land, no matter where it is to be carried out. 

The Project application for an EIS Scoping document (application number 201800022) was referred to the former 

Commonwealth Department of Environment and Energy (now Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Water and the 

Environment – DAWE) for comment. The Department of Environment and Energy recommended that the Project be 

referred to the Commonwealth for a decision as to whether or not assessment and approval is required under the 

EPBC Act. 
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A referral application was submitted to the Department of Environment and Energy on 7 August 2018 (reference number 

2018/8256). After considering the application, the Department confirmed on 11 September 2018 that the Project was not 

a controlled action and therefore did not require assessment and approval under the EPBC Act. 

3.4 PRINCIPLES OF ECOLOGICALLY SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

Section 9 of the P&D Act defines sustainable development as follows: 

‘sustainable development means the effective integration of social, economic and environmental considerations 

in decision-making processes, achievable through implementation of the following principles:  

(a) the precautionary principle;  

(b) the inter-generational equity principle;  

(c) conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity;  

(d) appropriate valuation and pricing of environmental resources. 

the inter-generational equity principle means that the present generation should ensure that the health, diversity 

and productivity of the environment is maintained or enhanced for the benefit of future generations. 

the precautionary principle means that, if there is a threat of serious or irreversible environmental damage, a 

lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental 

degradation.’ 

Icon Water is committed to developing the Project in an environmentally sustainable manner and managing or 

eliminating potential risks, where possible, that may lead to an adverse effect on the environment. The ESD principles 

and objectives would be continuously assessed throughout each phase of the Project as more information becomes 

available. Details of how the principles of ESD have been incorporated into the current Project are provided in Table 3.2. 

Table 3.2 Incorporation of ESD principles in the Project 

ESP PRINCIPLE COMMENT 

Precautionary 

principle 

The precautionary principle provides that ‘if there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental 

damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to 

prevent environmental degradation’. 

The assessment of potential environmental impacts as part of this EIS has indicated that there would 

be no threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage as a result of the construction and 

operation of the Project. Where potential environmental impacts have been considered to occur, 

mitigation measures have been proposed to minimise and manage any environmental impacts during 

construction and operation of the Project. 

Inter-generational 

equity 

The principle of intergenerational equity provides that ‘the present generation should ensure that the 

health, diversity and productivity of the environment are maintained or enhanced for the benefit of 

future generations’. 

The Project would provide for both current and projected sewer network capacity and reliability 

requirements, and thus caters for the reliability needs of both current and future generations. In 

addition, any potential short-term and long-term adverse environmental impacts would be minimised 

with the implementation of appropriate mitigation measures. 

Further, the Project would not result in environmental or social impacts that would detrimentally 

limit the potential for future generations to enjoy and utilise the natural environment. 
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ESP PRINCIPLE COMMENT 

Conservation of 

biological 

diversity and 

ecological 

integrity 

This principle provides that ‘conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity should be a 

fundamental consideration’ in all of Icon Water’s activities. 

Conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity has been considered during the design 

of the Project including the proposed use of trenchless construction (thrust boring) for sections of the 

trunk sewer main construction in order to reduce impacts on sensitive ecological areas (refer to 

Figure 2.7). Consideration of biological diversity and ecological integrity has also been undertaken 

through identification of appropriate re-vegetation and landscape options into the Project. Impacts 

have been avoided, where possible, or minimised as far as practicably possible throughout the 

Project. 

An assessment of ecological impacts was undertaken as part of this environmental impact 

assessment (refer to Chapter 6 and Volume 2 – Technical Paper 1). Based on this assessment, it is 

considered unlikely that the biological diversity and ecological integrity of the area would be 

compromised as a result of the Project. Potential impacts on the threatened species and vegetation 

have been considered and areas of high conservation significance have been avoided, where feasible. 

Some potential however exists for indirect impacts on these areas, however; significant impact on 

identified threatened species and populations is not expected. 

Mitigation measures proposed in section 6.4 would further minimise impacts on ecology. 

Appropriate 

valuation and 

pricing of 

environmental 

resources 

The principle of improved valuation, pricing and incentive mechanisms provides that ‘environmental 

factors should be included in the valuation of assets and services’. 

This principle requires that costs to the environment should be factored into the economic costs of an 

activity. Environmental issues were considered as key matters in the project options assessment 

process and in the economic and financial feasibility assessments for the Project (refer to 

section 2.6). The basis for this principle is the concept that pricing and other financial arrangements 

relating to the Project should reflect the social and environmental costs of the use of the resource on 

which it is based, including consideration of future values that may exceed current values as the 

resources become scarcer. 

This EIS has assessed the likely environmental impacts of the Project. The Project has taken into 

account these potential impacts and has identified mitigation measures to be implemented so as to 

avoid the possibility of significant adverse impacts and the loss of environmental values. The 

implementation of these environmental measures (trenchless construction under ecological 

protection zone) would increase both the capital of the Project. This signifies that the environmental 

costs have been included in the costs of the Project. 
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4 COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER 

CONSULTATION 
This chapter summarises the community and stakeholder consultation and engagement undertaken before and during the 

preparation of this EIS. It includes details of consultation methods and a list of the stakeholders, including government 

agencies, consulted. The chapter also provides an overview of the key issues raised by stakeholders and the community 

and where relevant, how these concerns have been addressed through the design of the Project and/or through the 

preparation of the Draft and Revised EIS, and outlines proposed future consultation regarding the Project. 

4.1 CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 

Icon Water has developed and commenced implementation of a comprehensive community and stakeholder consultation 

and engagement strategy. The objectives of the community and stakeholder consultation and engagement strategy for the 

Project were to: 

— promote awareness and understanding of the Project including the Project rationale and opportunities to provide 

input and feedback 

— inform and seek feedback from the community about the three additional OCU projects included as part of the 

Belconnen Trunk Sewer Upgrade program of works, that are not covered by this EIS (refer to section 2.1.3) 

— gather stakeholder and community feedback to inform the development of a robust EIS and development 

application (DA) that are based on an understanding of social impacts and community perspectives 

— inform stakeholders and the community how impacts will be addressed, and the rationale behind key 

management steps 

— foster positive relationships with stakeholders and communities with a view to gaining support for the Project 

— demonstrate Icon Water’s commitment to open communication and consultation with the objective of 

encouraging ongoing positive relationships with stakeholders and the community.  

The strategy covers consultation and engagement through the following phases of the Project: 

— Phase 1 – Preliminary options assessment, early planning and design activities and Draft EIS preparation phase 

(complete) – refer Section 4.3 

— Phase 2A – Public notification of the Draft EIS phase (complete) – refer Section 4.4 

— Phase 2B – Consultation during the preparation of the Revised EIS in response to representations received on the 

Draft EIS and DA (complete) – refer Section 4.5 to Section 4.7. 

— Phase 3 – Post project approval and construction phase (still to occur) – refer Section 4.8. 
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4.2 IDENTIFICATION OF PROJECT STAKEHOLDERS 

Stakeholders that may be impacted by the Project were identified based on the potential for the Project to impact them or 

their activities. The stakeholders for the Project are summarised in Table 4.1. 

Table 4.1 Identification of stakeholders 

TYPE OF 

STAKEHOLDER 

STAKEHOLDER NAME 

Land custodian and land 

manager of all land within 

the Project impact area 

Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) 

Representative Aboriginal 

Organisations (RAOs) 

— Buru Ngunawal Aboriginal Corporation 

— King Brown Tribal Group 

— Mirrabee 

— Ngarigu Currawong Clan 

Environmental groups — Ginninderra Catchment Group and member landcare groups:  

— Umbagong Landcare Group 

— North Belconnen Landcare Group 

— Native Grassland Restoration Landcare Group 

— Friends of Grassland 

Recreational groups — Pedal Power 

Utility owners — Evoenergy 

— Chief Minister, Treasury, Economic Development Directorate (CMTEDD) – optic 

fibre communication cables 

ACT Government — EPSDD 

— ESA 

— ACT Healthy Waterways Program 

— Members of the Legislative Assembly for Yerrabi and Ginninderra 

Residents and 

homeowners 

Residents within the following suburbs (who reside within a one kilometre radius of any 

of the project sites): 

— Melba, MacGregor, Holt, Melba, McKellar, Evatt, Charnwood, Florey, Flynn, 

Latham.  

Community council — Belconnen Community Council 

Local community centres, 

services, and clubs 

— ESA – West Belconnen Station (about 80m west of site) 

— Flynn Community Centre 

— Holt Community Centre 

— ACT Community Halls/Hire 

— Canberra City Care 

— National Trust 
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TYPE OF 

STAKEHOLDER 

STAKEHOLDER NAME 

— Belconnen Community Service - Kippax 

— Canberra Labour Club 

— Mt Rogers Scout/Guide Hall 

— West Belconnen Child & Family Centre 

— University of the Third Age (U3A), ACT 

— National Seniors (Canberra North Branch) 

Local schools and child-

care centres 

— Brindabella Christian College Early Learning Centre 

— St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 

— St Thomas Aquinas Early Learning Centre West Belconnen Child Care 

— Flynn Preschool 

— Melba Copland High School 

— Melba Rogers Primary School 

— St Francis Xavier College 

— Latham Preschool 

— Latham Primary School 

— Florey Primary School 

— Cranleigh School 

— St John the Apostle Primary School 

— Charnwood Primary School and Preschool 

— Southern Cross Early Childhood School 

— Child-care centres: 

— Cooinda Cottage Childcare Centre 

— Nurture One Holt childcare 

Local sporting clubs and 

facilities 

— Belconnen Netball Association 

— Melba Tennis Courts 

— Canberra BMX club 

— Belwest Foxes Soccer Club 

— Raiders Club Kippax 

Local businesses — McDonalds Charnwood 

— Subway Charnwood 

— Woolworths Charnwood 

— Charnwood Post Office 

— My Medical Practice, Charnwood 

— SNAP Fitness Charnwood 

— Brudine Veterinary Hospital, Charnwood 

— Artful Dentistry, Charnwood 
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TYPE OF 

STAKEHOLDER 

STAKEHOLDER NAME 

— Red Rooster, Charnwood 

— Shell Petrol Station, Charnwood 

Local places of worship — Kippax Uniting Church 

— Saint John the Apostle 

— Saint James Anglican Church 

— North Belconnen Uniting Church 

— St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 

— Ginninderra Christian Church 

— Anglican Parish of St Barnabas, Charnwood 

4.3 PHASE 1 CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT 

ACTIVITIES 

Phase 1 consultation and engagement activities covered activities during: 

— the preliminary options development and assessment stage 

— early planning and design stage 

— Draft EIS preparation stage. 

Details of meetings with various stakeholders, issues raised, and consideration of these issues is provided in the sections 

below. 

 CONSULTATION WITH STAKEHOLDERS 

4.3.1.1 GOVERNMENT AND AGENCY STAKEHOLDERS 

As part of the options development, project planning, and preparation of the Draft EIS, Icon Water has undertaken a 

range of consultation activities with various government and agency stakeholders. These included the activities 

summarised in Table 4.2. Further ongoing consultation with government and agency stakeholders will be undertaken 

throughout the subsequent development phases of the Project. 

Table 4.2 Summary of Government and Agency stakeholder consultation 

STAKEHOLDER TOPICS DISCUSSED DATE AND TYPE OF 

CORRESPONDENCE 

— EPSDD 

— EPA 

— ACT Heritage 

— Utilities Technical 

Regulation 

— TCCS 

— Conservator for Flora and 

Fauna 

Options assessment and early planning discussion Agency engagement session 

on 17 January 2017 and 

follow up correspondence 
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STAKEHOLDER TOPICS DISCUSSED DATE AND TYPE OF 

CORRESPONDENCE 

— EPSDD 

— Conservator for Flora and 

Fauna 

Project outline, indicative timing, and planning 

approvals pathway and requirements 

Meetings and 

correspondence during 

February and March 2018 

CMTEDD The protection and potential relocation of underground 

communications assets in the Project impact area that 

are owned and managed by CMTEDD 

Meeting, December 2018  

ACT Healthy Waterways The potential impacts of the Project on the ACT 

Healthy Waterways Project site in Melba 

Meeting, November 2018 

ESA Discuss impacts to the road network during 

construction and to seek information about 

contamination within the Project impact area from the 

former Charnwood Fire Station (refer to Chapter 14) 

Meeting, December 2018 

Evoenergy The presence of underground and overhead electricity 

assets in the Project impact area 

Email correspondence, 2018 

EPA Potential contamination in the Project impact area Email correspondence, 2018 

4.3.1.2 REPRESENTATIVE ABORIGINAL ORGANISATIONS 

The ACT Heritage Act 2004 makes provision for recognising, registering and conserving Aboriginal places and objects, 

and for involving Aboriginal people in decisions affecting those places and objects. In the ACT, this involvement is 

facilitated through consultation with the RAOs. 

The Project has been identified as being within the tribal boundaries of the Ngunnawal people. As part of the Cultural 

Heritage Assessment (Past Traces, 2018, Technical Paper 5, Volume 2), a field survey was undertaken over the Project 

study area by a certified heritage consultant and four members of the RAOs. The field survey consisted of pedestrian 

transects in an east-west direction across the entirety of the Project study area on both banks of Ginninderra Creek. 

The principal aims of the survey were to: 

— provide the heritage team an opportunity to view the Project study area and to identify landforms and levels of 

previous disturbance 

— undertake a systematic survey of the Project study area focused on areas of construction impacts and visually 

inspect areas and landforms with the potential for Aboriginal or historical heritage 

— identify and record any heritage sites visible on the ground surface  

— identify and record areas of potential archaeological deposits (PADs). 

No Aboriginal heritage sites or areas of PAD were identified within the Project impact area; however the Cultural 

Heritage Assessment identified a number of management recommendations to ensure that any potential impacts to 

unexpected heritage discoveries are minimised. All RAOs were provided with a draft version of Cultural Heritage 

Assessment for comment and follow up phone calls made to each of the RAOs to determine if they had any concerns with 

the management outcomes. No concerns were raised. 

Further discussion regarding the potential Aboriginal impacts associated with the Project is provided in Chapter 10 of this 

Revised EIS. 
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4.3.1.3 LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS 

Icon Water has conducted consultation and engagement activities with local environmental groups, including: 

— Ginninderra Catchment Group and its relevant member groups: 

— Umbagong Landcare Group 

— North Belconnen Landcare Group 

— Native Grassland Restoration Landcare Group 

— Friends of Grassland. 

A stakeholder letter and accompanying community information update (refer to Appendix G) was sent to the 

environmental groups in November 2018. This provided introductory information on the Project and invited the group for 

a meeting with the Project team. 

A face-to face meeting was subsequently held with representatives of the group and members of the Project team in 

November 2018 to discuss the Project, EIS process and seek feedback from the group on the environmental values of the 

Project study area.  

Two site visits followed on 12 December 2018 (at the proposed North Latham OCU location) and 19 December 2018 (at 

the proposed sewer alignment), and these provided an opportunity for members of the above environmental groups to 

identify areas of environmental value to the Project team. This information has assisted Icon Water to refine the Project 

impact area to minimise vegetation removal in areas of importance to the environmental groups. 

Members of the above environmental groups have also provided specialist information, past studies and reports to the 

Project ecology team, which have informed the Biodiversity Impact Assessment prepared by WSP (WSP, 2019a) (refer 

Technical paper 1, Volume 2 and Chapter 6 of this EIS). 

Icon Water is committed to ongoing collaboration with the Ginninderra Catchment Group in relation to the restoration 

and rehabilitation of the Project impact area after construction.  

4.3.1.4 LAND CUSTODIAN 

TCCS is the land custodian for all land within the Project study area. Consultation with TCCS has been ongoing since 

January 2017 throughout the planning phases of the Project. 

Two meetings were held with TCCS during the preparation of the Draft EIS (prior to public display). The first meeting 

was held on 10 December 2018 to provide a summary of the Project, need and justification, options assessment process, 

expected vegetation clearing, and land management implications of the Project. Icon Water has been in consultation with 

the Active Transport division of TCCS to discuss the requirements for temporary and permanent relocation of bicycle 

and pedestrian paths within the Project impact area. 

4.3.1.5 RECREATIONAL GROUPS 

A stakeholder letter and accompanying community information update (refer to Appendix G) was sent to Pedal Power in 

November 2018. This provided introductory information on the Project and invited the group for a meeting with the 

Project team. 

A meeting was held with a representative from Pedal Power on 30 November 2018 to discuss expected impacts to bicycle 

paths in the Project study area and how to minimise disruptions to local cyclists. 

4.3.1.6 COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS 

Consultation with community stakeholders, including local residents, clubs and community groups, schools, and 

businesses has occurred through the activities outlined in Table 4.3. All community members who provided feedback 

during these activities were given the option to opt-in for project updates via email. 
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Table 4.3 Community stakeholder consultation activities  

DATE TYPE OF ACTIVITY STAKEHOLDER 

GROUP 

NUMBER OF 

STAKEHOLDERS 

REACHED (CURRENT AS 

OF 31 JANUARY 2019) 

November 2018–

March 2019 

Project specific webpage on the Icon 

Water website. 

This website 

(https://www.iconwater.com.au/bts) 

contained overview detail on the Project, 

the planning process and invited 

feedback from the community. Content 

on the website was revised and 

supplemented to address topics of 

interest and concern based on various 

feedback as it was received. A Project 

specific feedback form was included on 

the webpage as an easy mechanism for 

feedback to be provided. 

All Approximately 1,099 page 

views 

19 November 2018 Community mailout 

Hand delivery of letters and an 

accompanying Community Information 

Update brochure (Appendix G) to 

provide Project information and to invite 

stakeholders to the upcoming 

Community Information Session. 

All local businesses, 

schools, places of 

worship, community 

centres, and sporting 

clubs listed in Table 

4.1 

Approximately 44 

stakeholders received a letter 

20 November 2018 Presentation to Belconnen Community 

Council 

Representatives from the Project team 

presented and answered questions at the 

Belconnen Community Council meeting. 

Belconnen 

Community Council 

Approximately 10 residents, 

three Council Committee 

members, and 2 local 

members of the ACT 

Legislative Assembly 

attended 

22–25 November, 

2018 

Residential mailout 

Hand delivery of letters and an 

accompanying Community Information 

Update brochure (Appendix G) to 

provide Project information and to invite 

stakeholders to the upcoming 

Community Information Session. 

All residences within 

a one-kilometre radius 

of the Project and the 

three additional OCU 

projects in Latham, 

Florey and Evatt (refer 

section 2.1.3.2). 

This included 

households in the 

suburbs of 

MacGregor, Holt, 

Melba, Evatt, 

Charnwood, Florey, 

Flynn, Latham 

Approximately 8,500 

households received a letter 

https://www.iconwater.com.au/bts
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DATE TYPE OF ACTIVITY STAKEHOLDER 

GROUP 

NUMBER OF 

STAKEHOLDERS 

REACHED (CURRENT AS 

OF 31 JANUARY 2019) 

23 November 2018 Media release 

Media release on Icon Water website 

regarding the Belconnen Trunk Sewer 

Upgrade Projects and November drop in 

sessions. 

All Approximately 50 page 

views 

24 November 

(Saturday, 9–11 am) 

Community information session 

A community information ‘drop-in’ style 

session was held at Melba Copland 

College. 

All Eight community members 

attended 

26 November 2018 Social media coverage by Utility 

Magazine online  

Media release on Icon Water website 

regarding projects and November drop in 

sessions. 

Utility industry Reach unknown 

27 November 2018 Facebook post by Belconnen 

Community Council  

Posts to advertise the Community 

Information Sessions. 

Belconnen residents Reach unknown 

28 November 

(Wednesday, 5–7 pm) 

Community information session 

A community information ‘drop-in’ style 

session was held at Melba Copland 

College. 

All Seven community members 

attended 

28 November Belconnen Community Council 

Meeting 

Representatives from the Project team 

attended a Belconnen Community 

Council Committee meeting. 

Belconnen 

Community Council 

Six Council members 

attended 

3–7 January 2019 Community mailout 

Hand delivery of community letters and 

an accompanying Community 

Information Update brochure 

(Appendix G) to invite residents to the 

upcoming Community Information 

Session. 

All residences within 

a 500m radius of each 

of the Project site and 

the three additional 

OCU Projects in 

Latham, Evatt and 

Florey (refer section 

2.1.3.2). This included 

households in the 

suburbs of 

MacGregor, Holt, 

Melba, Evatt, 

Charnwood, Florey, 

Flynn, Latham 

Approximately 5000 

households received a letter 

http://www.iconwater.com.au/Media-Centre/Media-Releases/2018/November/23/Icon%20Water%20seeks%20community%20input%20to%20%20planning%20for%20sewer%20upgrades%20in%20Belconnen.aspx
http://www.iconwater.com.au/Media-Centre/Media-Releases/2018/November/23/Icon%20Water%20seeks%20community%20input%20to%20%20planning%20for%20sewer%20upgrades%20in%20Belconnen.aspx


 

 

 
 

Project No PS108057 
Belconnen Trunk Sewer Augmentation EIS 
Revised Environmental Impact Statement 
Icon Water 

WSP 
 

Page 83 
 

DATE TYPE OF ACTIVITY STAKEHOLDER 

GROUP 

NUMBER OF 

STAKEHOLDERS 

REACHED (CURRENT AS 

OF 31 JANUARY 2019) 

12 January 2019 Facebook post by Belconnen 

Community Council  

Posts to advertise the Community 

Information Session 

All Reach unknown 

19 January 2019 

(Saturday, 9–11am) 

Community information session 

A community information ‘drop-in’ style 

session was held at Melba Copland 

College. 

All Eight community members 

attended 

22, 23, 24, 26, 27 and 

28 November 2018. 10 

and 18 January 2019 

Twitter posts 

Posts to promote community information 

sessions and consultation opportunities. 

All Approximately 27,488 

impressions and 35 total 

engagement  

OPTIONS FOR PROVIDING FEEDBACK 

Details about how community members could provide feedback were included in the letters and Community Information 

Update brochures and on the Project webpage. Options which were available for providing feedback are summarised in 

Table 4.4. 

Table 4.4 Options for community feedback 

METHOD DETAIL 

Online Via an online feedback form available on the Project webpage (https://www.iconwater.com.au/bts)  

E-mail participate@iconwater.com.au 

Phone 02 6248 3111 

By mail GPO Box 366 

Canberra City ACT 2601 

Community 

drop in 

sessions  

—  Saturday 24 November, 2018, 9.00 am to 11.00 am  

— Wednesday 28 November, 2018, 5.00 pm to 7.00 pm 

— Saturday 19 January 2019, 9.00 am to 11.00 am 

 SUMMARY OF ISSUES RAISED 

Feedback received from the local community and other relevant stakeholders related to a range of topics. Icon Water 

received feedback from a total of 31 stakeholders. Table 4.5 provides a summary of the community and stakeholder 

issues raised prior to and during the preparation of the Draft EIS, and how these concerns were considered in the 

preparation of the Draft EIS. 

https://www.iconwater.com.au/bts
mailto:participate@iconwater.com.au
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Table 4.5 Summary of issues raised by community and other stakeholders prior to and during preparation of 

the Draft EIS 

ISSUE SPECIFIC ISSUES RAISED HOW THE ISSUE WAS CONSIDERED IN THE DRAFT EIS STAGE  

Project design and justification 

Project need — Concern regarding the 

need for the proposed 

OCU at North Latham. 

This issue is addressed in Section 1.3.1. A fact sheet on OCUs has also 

been made available on the Icon Water website and was provided to 

registered interested stakeholders. 

The proposed OCU is designed to extract gas from the sewer, filter it 

and release filtered, non-smelling air back out through a vent stack. 

By removing and treating the gas, it prevents odour from affecting 

residents and also serves to protect the sewerage infrastructure from 

corrosion (making management of the sewer more efficient). 

Project design — Concern about whether 

the Project will provide 

sufficient additional 

capacity to support 

expected future growth in 

the region. 

This issue is addressed in Section 1.3.1 and 13.1.2. 

The Project has been designed to meet projected population increases 

in Belconnen and Gungahlin. It is expected that there will be a 

population increase of 155,000 in the Gungahlin region alone by the 

year 2031. A second sewer upgrade is expected to be necessary in the 

year 2041 to support further projected population growth. 

— Questions as to why the 

new pipeline could not be 

installed on the southern 

side of Ginninderra Drive 

within the existing 

electricity easement. 

The existing easement on the southern side of Ginninderra Drive is not 

able to accommodate the proposed sewer for the following reasons:  

— location of existing electricity infrastructure and required set-back 

from the high voltage services 

— challenging topography that would dramatically increase 

construction costs 

— a pipe bridge of greater length (than the current option) would be 

required at the western end of the project and this would also 

contribute to significantly increased project construction costs. 

Alternative 

options assessed 

— Questions about what 

other options were 

considered and why the 

preferred option was 

chosen. 

This issue is addressed in Section 2.6 

Four different options were investigated to a preliminary design phase, 

including: 

— a new 10 ML overflow tank 

— a new trunk sewer parallel to the existing BTS 

— a new trunk sewer north of Ginninderra Creek 

— a new trunk sewer north of Ginninderra Creek including a creek 

crossing of Ginninderra Creek (the chosen option). 

General support 

for project  

— Understanding of project 

need and support for 

proposed project. 

This is noted by the Project team. 
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ISSUE SPECIFIC ISSUES RAISED HOW THE ISSUE WAS CONSIDERED IN THE DRAFT EIS STAGE  

Community consultation 

Timing of 

consultation 

promotion 

— Concern about the timing 

of the November 

community mailout. 

Some residents received 

letters with insufficient 

notice to attend the first 

community information 

session.  

In recognition of some residents not receiving sufficient notice about 

the November Community Information Sessions, or not otherwise 

being able to attend, an additional community information session was 

held on 19 January 2019. 

Methodology — Suggested alternative 

methods of community 

engagement, including 

notification through on-

site signage, attendance at 

local sporting events, 

noticeboards at local 

shops, and school 

newsletters. 

Icon Water has submitted an application to TCCS in December 2018 

to place signage along the proposed trunk sewer alignment to inform 

recreational users and encourage feedback. Recently (mid-April), 

TCCS gave an approval to erect these signs. It is expected that they 

will be installed during May 2019. 

Icon Water noted these suggestions and they will be taken into 

consideration for future engagement during public notification and 

construction, Methods of community consultation implemented for the 

Project are provided in Chapter 4. 

Influence of 

community 

— Concern about lack of 

influence environmental 

groups can have over 

final design and 

construction impacts 

— Concern about raising 

community expectations 

about the extent of 

involvement if 

community feedback 

cannot have a genuine 

influence on the Project. 

Icon Water is committed to facilitating community involvement in the 

delivery of the Project. Whilst the engineering and detailed design 

aspects of the Project are to be guided by the Project design team, 

there are some elements of the Project where community involvement 

can help determine the best path forward. These elements include site 

restoration (see Section 6.4), methods to reduce visual impact of the 

OCU through selection of materials and finishes, and minimising 

vegetation removal in important areas (see Section 0). 

Environmental   

Biodiversity — General impacts to flora 

and fauna resulting from 

vegetation clearing 

— Inadequate restoration of 

environment after 

construction works 

— Opportunity for 

ecological value in some 

areas to be improved 

from existing conditions 

through restoration 

practices 

A Biodiversity Impact Assessment has been prepared for the Project. 

The findings are summarised in Chapter 6 and the full assessment 

provided as Volume 2, Technical Paper 1. 

The Biodiversity Impact Assessment (WSP, 2019a) concluded that 

whilst some biodiversity values are present or have the potential to be 

present within the Project impact area, overall the Project is 

considered unlikely to have a significant impact on threatened 

biodiversity with the implementation of appropriate mitigation 

measures. 
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Noise and 

vibration 

— Potential noise impacts 

during construction 

— Noise impacts from 

operation of OCU 

Some noise and vibration impacts are anticipated during daytime 

construction activities. During operation of the Project, some noise 

may be emitted by the North Latham OCU, however this has been 

assessed with the inclusion of design mitigations and is expected to 

comply with applicable noise standards. 

A noise and vibration impact assessment (WSP, 2019b) has been 

prepared for the Project. The findings are summarised in Chapter 7 

and the full assessment provided as Volume 2, Technical Paper 2. 

Visual impacts 

and amenity 

— Potential visual and 

landscape impacts from 

the OCU 

— Potential visual impacts 

from tree removal 

Icon Water has aimed to minimise visual impacts through the siting 

and design of the OCU.  

In recognition of aesthetic and ecological value of trees in the area, 

Icon Water has aimed to reduce the need for tree removal through 

refinement of the Project impact area.  

Icon Water is obligated and committed to restoring the area to a high 

standard once construction is completed. This will involve restoring 

the grassland with appropriate species and replanting of sections of 

trees. 

A landscape and visual impact assessment (Fresh Landscapes, 2019) 

has been prepared for the Project. The findings are summarised 

in Chapter 9 and the full assessment provided as Volume 2, 

Technical Paper 3. 

Pedestrian and 

bicycle paths 

— Impacts to pedestrian and 

cycle paths during 

construction  

— Opportunity to improve 

on existing pedestrian and 

cycle paths 

During construction sections of bike and recreation paths will need to 

be closed temporarily, however alternate cycle and walking routes will 

be provided. The alternate routes will be provided as part of the 

Development Application documentation. 

This issue is addressed in more detail in Section 9.3.1.7 and 

section 9.4. 

Aboriginal 

heritage 

— Potential impacts to 

nearby Umbagong 

Grinding Grooves 

— Potential impacts to 

unexpected Aboriginal 

objects should any be 

discovered during 

construction works 

No impacts are expected to occur to the Umbagong Grinding Grooves. 

The Project study area has been assessed as having low potential to 

contain unexpected Aboriginal objects, however, an Unexpected 

Discovery Protocol will be implemented as part of the Construction 

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). 

A cultural heritage assessment (Past Traces, 2019) has been 

undertaken for the Project. The findings of this assessment are 

summarised in Chapter 10 and the full assessment provided as 

Volume 2, Technical Paper 5. 
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ISSUE SPECIFIC ISSUES RAISED HOW THE ISSUE WAS CONSIDERED IN THE DRAFT EIS STAGE  

Air quality  — Potential odour impacts 

from OCU.  

— In particular many 

stakeholders 

consulted were 

confused about the 

difference between 

passive or forced 

ventilation stacks 

(which may emit 

odours) and OCUs 

(which treat odours 

and therefore do not 

emit odours) 

An odour impact assessment (WSP, 2019d) has been prepared for the 

Project. The findings of this assessment are summarised in Chapter 11 

and the full assessment provided as Volume 2, Technical Paper 6.  

The findings of this assessment indicated that nearby residents would 

not detect odour for 99.9 percent of the time during operation of the 

North Latham OCU. The facility is designed to prevent the emissions 

of odour. 

Information on OCUs was made available on the website. An OCU 

specific factsheet was created and provided to interested stakeholders 

and community members (as well as being made available on the 

website). 

A detailed description of an OCU is provided in Section 2.2.2.2. 

Climate change — Concern about whether 

the Project will withstand 

future impacts from 

climate change 

A climate change assessment (WSP, 2019e) has been prepared for the 

Project. The findings of this assessment are summarised in Chapter 12 

and the full assessment provided as Volume 2, Technical Paper 7. 

The main impact from future climate change that could pose a risk to 

and from the Project is increased likelihood of flooding. This risk has 

been assessed as part of the EIS and is considered to be low.  

The Project would improve the capacity of the Belconnen Trunk 

Sewer, and therefore reduce risk of sewage overflow during high 

rainfall events. 

Surface water — Potential for outflows 

from the Project to impact 

on the ACT 

Government’s Healthy 

Waterways wetland 

currently under 

construction at Melba 

(refer to Section 2.1.3.1) 

— Questions as to how this 

Project relates to the ACT 

Government Healthy 

Waterways Project 

There is an existing overflow point located near to the Melba wetland 

that would potentially impact on the wetland in approximately the 

1 in 8-year rainfall event. However, once completed, the Project would 

move the location of this overflow point and therefore remove the 

potential for impacts to the wetland from sewerage overflows.  

Surface water and flooding impacts are addressed further in 

Chapter 15. 

Information relating to the two projects has been included on the Icon 

Water Project specific webpage. The Belconnen trunk sewer upgrade 

is a separate project managed by Icon Water. The trunk sewer upgrade 

will increase the capacity of our sewerage network to transport more 

waste to our sewage treatment plant. The increased capacity will also 

reduce the risk of any sewage overflow into Ginninderra Creek during 

extreme wet weather events.  

Utilities — Potential for interaction 

with existing 

underground electricity 

and communications 

assets in the area. 

This issue is addressed in Chapter 19. 

All utility providers who own and operate underground assets in the 

area have been consulted. Where the Project will intercept existing 

utilities, these will be protected or relocated in accordance with 

relevant standards. 

http://www.iconwater.com.au/Community-and-Education/Belconnen%20Trunk%20Sewer%20Upgrade%20Projects/Proposed%20Odour%20Control%20Units.aspx
http://www.iconwater.com.au/~/media/files/icon-water/belconnen-trunk-sewer/belco-trunk-sewer_-odour-control-units.pdf?la=en&hash=BD4D01F3FA7DEA49F923F020C1D3D9C7E0EF74E8
http://www.iconwater.com.au/Community-and-Education/Belconnen%20Trunk%20Sewer%20Upgrade%20Projects/BTS%20Augmentation.aspx
http://www.iconwater.com.au/Community-and-Education/Belconnen%20Trunk%20Sewer%20Upgrade%20Projects/BTS%20Augmentation.aspx
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Bushfire — Bushfire risk of Project This issue is addressed in section 20.1.2, section 20.3.2, and 

section 20.4. 

Bushfire risk to and from the Project is considered low. An asset 

protection zone would be maintained around the North Latham OCU. 

4.4 PHASE 2A PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF THE DRAFT EIS 

The Draft EIS was publicly notified and placed on display between 3 June 2019 and 22 July 2019. During this time, Icon 

Water undertook further consultation with the community and stakeholders to inform them about the Project and provide 

information to allow them to make informed comments regarding the Project. A summary of the activities undertaken 

during the public notification of the Draft EIS is described in the following sections. 

 PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF THE DRAFT EIS 

During the exhibition period, the Draft EIS was displayed in the following locations: 

— online on the Icon Water website (http://iconwater.com.au/bts) 

— online on the EPSDD website 

(https://www.planning.act.gov.au/topics/design_build/da_assessment/environmental_assessment/environmental_i

mpact_statements#draft)  

— in hard copy at EPSDD offices at 16 Challis Street, Dickson 

— in hard copy at Icon Water offices at 12 Hoskin Street, Mitchell 

— in hard copy at the community information sessions (refer to section 4.4.3). 

 COMMUNITY UPDATE NEWSLETTERS 

A community update newsletter (refer to Appendix G) was sent to all residents within a 500-metre radius of the Project 

site. This includes households in the suburbs of Melba, MacGregor, Holt, Melba, McKellar, Evatt, Charnwood, Florey, 

Flynn, Latham. The newsletter was also provided via email to stakeholders who requested to be kept informed during the 

first stage of consultation. 

This newsletter was issued by Icon Water and included a summary of the initial feedback received from the community 

and how that feedback was incorporated in the Draft EIS. 

 COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS 

Two drop-in style community information sessions were held at Melba Copland College (Verbrugghen Street, Melba) on 

the following dates: 

— Saturday 15 June 2019, 9–11am  

— Wednesday 19 June 2019, 5–7pm. 

https://www.planning.act.gov.au/topics/design_build/da_assessment/environmental_assessment/environmental_impact_statements#draft
https://www.planning.act.gov.au/topics/design_build/da_assessment/environmental_assessment/environmental_impact_statements#draft
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 PROJECT WEBPAGE AND OTHER COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

CHANNELS 

Information about the Project, including a link to the Draft EIS notification on the EPSDD website was provided on the 

Project webpage for the duration of the public notification period. Community feedback was also available using the 

methods outlined in Table 4.4. 

Formal public representations on the Draft EIS were able to be made through the EPSDD website so that they were 

recorded as formal representations in the process. This advice was also included in all Icon Water communications 

channels that refer to the public notification period. 

4.5 PHASE 2B PREPARATION OF REVISED EIS 

The following sections identify the key consultation activities which have occurred during the preparation of the Revised 

EIS in response to representation raised on the Draft EIS and DA lodged for the Project. 

 CONSERVATOR OF FLORA AND FAUNA 

To discuss the issues raised in the representation received from the Conservator of Flora and Fauna a series of on-site 

meetings occurred with them on the following dates: 

— 6 December 2019 - Meeting on site to discuss NTG near Homann Place 

— 5 March 2020 – Meeting in Dickson to discuss NTG near Homann Place 

— 25 March 2020 – Meeting on site to discuss NTG near Homann Place. 

The specific responses to the issues raised in the representation and the agreed way forward against each are addressed in 

Table 4.7. 

 TRANSPORT CANBERRA AND CITY SERVICES  

There were comments received from TCCS on the Draft EIS and DA documentation. During the preparation of the 

Revised EIS and DA documentation, a series of meetings and consultations have occurred with different sections within 

TCCS. Specifically, consultations have occurred in relation to: 

— Tree removal requirements, approaches for minimising these impacts and how a Rehabilitation and Replanting 

Plan can best be developed for the Project - Urban Treescapes team of TCCS 

— Companion Crescent open trenching / closure impacts, children’s playground temporary closure and 

reinstallation, final design arrangements for some project elements – various teams within TCCS.  

A formal letter response closing out each issue raised by TCCS on the DA submission has been lodged with the amended 

DA as requested by TCCS and is included as Appendix H to this EIS. Additional detail on the responses to issues raised 

by TCCS is also provided in Table 4.7 of this EIS. 

 COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 

Following public notification of the Draft EIS, Icon Water continued to undertake community and stakeholder 

consultation regarding the Project including the following activities: 

— a meeting on site with Member of Legislative Assembly Gordon Ramsay and Tara Cheyne to discuss further the 

Project (17 May 2019) 

— a presentation to the Belconnen Community Council to provide a Project update (August 2019) 

— a meeting with a resident who provided a representation in relation to the Project to discuss issues raised 

(15 August 2019) 
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— email updates have been made regularly about the project status to stakeholders and community members who 

have indicated an interest in the Project 

— placement of signage along the project alignment (since July 2019) noting the project and drawing readers 

attention to the Icon Water project specific webpage for further information or if they would like to discuss. 

The Icon Water website has continued to be regularly updated with additional information following the public 

notification of the Draft EIS. 

4.6 OVERVIEW OF REPRESENTATIONS 

 NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED 

Representations to the Draft EIS were received from a total of nine respondents during the notification period. 

These comprised two representation from affected community members and representations from the following seven 

ACT Government entities: 

— ACT Conservator of Flora and Fauna 

— ACT Heritage Council 

— ACT Health 

— ACT Emergency Services Agency 

— Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) Directorate  

— Office of the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

— Evoenergy. 

In addition, a review of the Draft EIS against the scoping document requirements was undertaken by EPSDD. 

This assessment identified specific issues where it was considered by EPSDD where the Draft EIS did not (or not fully) 

meet the scoping document requirements prepared for the Project. 

4.7 RESPONSE TO REPRESENTATIONS REGARDING THE 

PROJECT 

ACT Government authority and agency representations have been dealt with separately to the community representation 

due to the specific and/or technical nature of a majority of the issues that were raised in these representations. 

In responding to representations made, each of the representations were reviewed and issues summarised and then 

responded to by the proponent.  

The section below provides a summary of the issues raised as follows: 

— Responses to EPSDD Draft EIS Assessment – Table 4.6 provides a summary of the issues raised as part of the 

review of the Draft EIS by EPSDD and the proponent’s response to these issues.  

— Responses to ACT Government representations – Table 4.7 provides a summary of the issues raised by the ACT 

Government and other agency representations and the proponent’s response to these issues.  

— Responses to community representations – Table 4.8 provides a summary of the issues raised in the community 

representations and the proponent’s response to these issues. 
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Table 4.6 EPSDD assessment of Draft EIS – columns per the EPSDD table detail provided to the Proponent for response to made to 

SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

General comments 

General 

comment 1 
- - - 

Section 13 and 17 should be combined 

and an additional risk 'impact on 

recreational use' should be added to s17. 

The relocation of the playground is 

considered part of the project, therefore 

the EIS must include the proposed 

location and discuss the potential impact 

associated with the relocation. 

- 

Added additional risk to Chapter 17 risk assessment (as well 

as summary PRA in Chapter 5) that deals with potential 

impact to recreational uses. Same risk rating added as per 

the existing risk already identified for this issue in Chapter 

13.  

General 

comment 2 
- - - 

The PRA must align with investigation 

result, impact assessment and mitigation 

measures. For example, the EIS (s6.2.3 

and s6.3) mentioned potential impact on 

GSM (and the EPBC Referral confirms 

the proposal is likely to have significant 

impact on GSM) but the PRA (table 5.4 

and 6.1) does not include this species. 

Another example is that the PRA 

identifies impacts on SLL but the EIS 

does not have discussion on the impact 

on this species. 

- PRA updated. 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

General 

comment 3 
- - - 

Information in technical papers should be 

well summarized and/or included in the 

EIS report. For example, Table 3.1 in 

Technical Paper 4 includes the 

description of construction stages and 

estimated duration of work activities 

which should be included in draft EIS. 

- 

Review of technical papers undertaken, and additional 

information added where this was considered to be relevant. 

With respect to specific example provided, this information 

was previously already provided in section 2.3 and 2.4 of 

the EIS. This has been updated to better link the information 

between these sections and a cross reference to this 

information provided in the traffic section in section 9.3 and 

the noise impact assessment in section 7.3 which both rely 

on this information. 

General 

comment 4 
- - - 

Please refine mitigation measure to 

ensure they include actions to reduce the 

potential impacts. For example 'discuss 

with entities for any future utility 

relocation' is not considered a mitigation 

measure. Please note the proponent is 

responsible for the implementation of the 

mitigation measures. All mitigation 

measures tables should be revised to 

reflect this.   

- All mitigation measures reviewed and updated.  

5. Proposal Details 

5.1h) 

Project 

Description 

S2.1.3 15-18 

Outline any 

developments already 

undertaken by the 

proponent, other persons 

or entities and describe 

how the action relates to 

the region 

The EIS only discusses infrastructure 

developments in the area. This section 

should be expanded to address the 

Scoping Document requirements. 

Partial 

Additional reviews of development applications in the 

public domain undertaken and added as relevant to the 

section. 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

5.1j) 

Project 

Description 

S2 
Several 

figure 

a plan/description of the 

precise location 

Please ensure the figures provided in EIS 

are consistent with the ones submitted for 

DA. For example the location of receive 

shaft shown in Figure ES.1 is different 

from the location shown in DA plans. 

Partial Figures updated. 

6. Legislative and Strategic Context 

6.1a) 

Statutory 

Requirements 

S3.1.1 53-59 
Planning & 

Development Act 

Page 54 of the EIS identifies schedule 4 

part 4.3 item 2 as relevant to the proposal 

however, the EIS also identifies impact 

on protected matters (schedule 4 part 4.3 

item 1). Please review the applicable 

triggers and amend relevant sections of 

the EIS accordingly. 

Partial 

Section 3.1.1. on page 53 updated to include reference to 

Item 1 and Item 2. 

Section 3.1.1.2 page 57 also updated 

6.1b) 

Statutory 

Requirements 

- - 

Planning & 

Development Regulation 

2008 

The EIS does not address the P&D 

Regulation 2008. 
No 

Reference was previously included in the executive 

summary and Chapter 1 of the EIS.Added additional 

paragraph to section 3.1.1.3 of the EIS noting that the EIS 

has considered the regulations. 

7. Risk Assessment 

7.1, Risk 

Assessment 

Methodology 

S5 83-96 

Risk assessment in 

accordance with AS/NZS 

ISO 31000-2009 Risk 

management - Principles 

and guidelines 

Table 5.4 does not include all risks in Table 

1 of the Scoping Document which the 

Authority identified as potentially 

significant risks, i.e, where the impacts 

were considered to be medium risk level or 

above. Justification is required where the 

proponent considers the risk level to be 

different. 

Partial 

Additional risks not considered to be previously covered in the 

EIS based on those identified in the scoping document added to 

Table 5.4 and other relevant sections of Part C of the EIS.  
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8. Biodiversity 

8.1.1 - - - 
Potentially significant impacts and 

matters from Attachment A 
Partial Refer actions identified in Table 4.7, Item 1.1. 

8.1.1 S6.1-6.2  

Describe whether any 

ecological communities 

or species that may be 

present in the proposed 

area are listed as 

critically endangered, 

endangered, vulnerable 

or conservation 

dependent, or protected, 

under any of the 

following Acts: i.e. 

Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 

(EPBC Act), ii. Nature 

Conservation Act 2014, 

iii. Tree Protection Act 

2005 

Please clarify whether the 0.52ha of 

native vegetation to be removed is within 

a native vegetation area. 

Please expand section 6.2 of the EIS to 

include investigation results. For 

example, confirm if PTWL is likely to 

occur within the site and the results of the 

flora surveys ( Section 6.2.1), Table 6.4 

and 6.6 include different species 

therefore it is difficult to determine what 

species are likely to occur within the site. 

 

The EIS mentioned potential impact on 

GSM but the PRA (table 5.4 and 6.1) 

does not include this species. Please 

explain how the likelihood of impact on 

threatened fauna increases from possible 

to likely after mitigation measures are 

implemented. 

Partial 

Native vegetation to be removed has been clarified. Noting 

there are no native vegetation areas identified as a specific 

class of area applicable. 

Section 6.2 has been updated to include the extra detail 

required. 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8.1.1 - 
110 & 

117 

Describe all avoidance 

measures for the 

proposed development 

and associated works 

including measures 

relating to critical 

habitat within proximity 

of the site 

Discussion of avoidance measures 

relating to NTG (and other species if 

applicable) should be expanded. 

Partial Section 6.3 has been updated to include more detail.  

8.1.1 - - 

Define any areas where 

habitat rehabilitation 

will occur after the 

works have been 

conducted 

Rehabilitation is identified as a 

mitigation measure in the EIS. Please 

provide a rehabilitation plan 

Partial 

Agreed with the Conservator of Flora and Fauna and TCCS 

that a Rehabilitation and Replanting Plan will be a post 

approval activity. Records of consultation included in 

Appendix I. 

Refer to Section 2.2.2.3 and Mitigation Measure CE7 in EIS 

for commitments made in relation to this plan. 

8.1.1 - - 

If Natural Temperate 

Grassland cannot be 

avoided then the EIS 

must address how the 

width of disturbance can 

be reduced 

Page 55 of the EIS states that 

approximately 0.3 2ha of NTG ecological 

community will be cleared but EIS does 

not address how the width of disturbance 

can be reduced. 

Partial 

The width of disturbance has been reduced in consultation 

with the Conservator of Flora and Fauna during the 

preparation of the Revised EIS. The key focus of 

consultation with the Conservator was on ‘patch 20’ of 

NTG. As per this Revised EIS the construction footprint has 

been reduced, including in this ‘patch 20’ area.  

The revised footprint has been agreed with the Conservator 

of Flora and Fauna. 

Records of consultation are included in Appendix I. 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8.1.1 6.2.2 - 

Provide tree 

assessment/plans 

indicating the tree type, 

health, size, species, and 

canopy and outline 

strategies to minimise 

the impact of planted 

and native trees along 

the corridor 

The EIS should summarize tree 

assessment result. 
Partial 

A tree survey was undertaken in consultation with TCCS. 

Refer to Section 6.2.2 and 6.3.1.2 in EIS.  

8. Traffic & Transport 

8.1.2 2.4.5 - 

Describe arrangements 

for the transport of 

construction materials, 

equipment, products, 

waste and personnel 

during both the 

construction phase and 

operational phase of the 

development proposal 

Section 2.4.5 of the EIS discusses traffic 

movement, however no information has 

been provided on the arrangements for 

transport of construction materials, 

equipment, products, waste and 

personnel during both construction and 

operational phases. Please provide this 

information in the EIS. 

No 
Refer Sections 2.4.5.5 (construction) and 2.2.3.2 (operation) 

for additional detail now included in the EIS. 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8.1.2 
3.6 – 3.9 of 

Tech paper 4 
- 

Include details of 

vehicle traffic, transit 

routes and transport of 

heavy and oversize loads 

(including types and 

composition) 

Relevant information included in 

Technical Paper 4 must be summarized 

in the EIS. 

Partial 

— Added additional text on construction vehicle routes 

(section 3.6 of Tech Report) to section 2.4.5.2 of the 

EIS (construction vehicles) 

— Oversize vehicle information already included in 

section 2.4.5.4 of EIS. Some additional wording added 

to this section from information in technical paper 

(section 3.7). Exact type and composition not yet 

known, however some estimated sizes added based on 

technical report text. 

— Section 3.8 of the technical report relates to 

Construction plant and equipment. This is already 

included in section 2.4.4 of the EIS (other than the 

exact stages that each vehicle is required. References to 

this section already included in Traffic impact section 

of EIS. 

— Section 3.9 of Technical report is operation traffic 

requirements. Additional text added from Tech report 

to section 9.3.2 of the EIS. 

8.1.2 

2.3 of Tech 

paper 4 and 

9.2.1 

- 

Describe traffic volume 

data for Ginninderra 

Drive/Tillyard 

Drive/Kingsford Smith 

Drive 

Relevant information included in 

Technical Paper 4 must be summarized 

in the EIS. 

Partial 
Added a summary of information from Table 2.3 and Table 

2.4 of the traffic report. 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8.1.2 - - 

Detail any traffic 

disruption, traffic 

management plans, 

proposed road closures 

and any impact on the 

emergency services 

facility to the West of 

Tillyard Drive 

The EIS does not address this 

requirement 
No Refer Section 9.3.1.5 

8. Materials & Waste 

8.1.3 S14 - 

Describe how spoil from 

construction will be 

managed 

Section reference in table 18.2 of the EIS 

s not correct. 
Partial Section references updated to be more specific. 

8. Soils & Geology 

8.1.4 - - - 

The PRA and impact discussion for risk 

H3 are not consistent-- s14.3.1.1 seems to 

consider the risk is high., The Scoping 

Document identifies a potential high 

rating risk of ‘impact to soil during 

construction and from vegetation 

removal' but the PRA did not include this 

risk. 

Partial 

Discussion in section 14.3.1.1 is not considered to state that 

the potential risk of contamination impacts during 

construction is high. This section notes that there is possible 

contamination associated with previous adjoining uses only. 

The existing rating in the PRA is considered to be 

appropriate. 

With respect to the potential for ‘impact to soil during 

construction and from vegetation removal', this risk has 

been included and is discussed in section 14.3.1.2 of the 

EIS. 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8.1.4 14.3.1.1 - 

Discuss any 

contamination impacts 

that are present at the 

site (soil and 

groundwater), and how 

the site will be 

remediated 

No information was provided on how the 

site will be remediated. 
Partial 

The Project site is not identified as contaminated; therefore 

no remediation plan is proposed. An unexpected finds 

protocol would be in place for the Project as part of the 

CEMP (refer mitigation measure CS). This protocol 

provides for response to management of unexpected 

contamination identified on site during the construction 

works should this occur. Should remediation be required 

following an unexpected find on site this would be 

addressed with regulator requirements and in consultation 

with the EPA in line with the protocol.   

8.1.4 14.3.1.2 - 

Discuss the potential 

impacts associated with 

soils and geology on the 

proposed site and 

surrounding areas 

Please provide an explanation of the risk 

in s14.3.1.2 of the EIS. 
Partial 

Additional text added to section 14.3.1.2 of the EIS to 

discuss this potential risk in greater detail. 

8.1.4 
14.4.2 and 

2.4 
- 

Provide information on 

methods of impact 

reduction and 

rehabilitation associated 

with soils and geology 

- Partial 

Soils rehabilitation from the perspective of erosion is 

addressed in Section 2.2.2.3. 

Further discussion is also provided in 14.3.1.2 

8. Landscape & Visual 

8.1.5 8.4 - 

Describe measures that 

are to be adopted to 

reduce the visual impact 

from the odour control 

facility 

Table 8.11 should specifically identify 

vegetation screening as a mitigation 

measure 

Partial 
Added additional mitigation measure to Table 8.11 

consistent with recommendation in the technical paper. 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8. Water quality and hydrology 

8.1.6 15.4.2 - 

Provide information on 

stormwater/waste, water 

management during 

construction 

Table 15.5 states that sampling would 

occur monthly for a total of 3 months 

after construction works are completed 

however, the flooding report suggested 

monitoring for 12 month after 

construction is completed. Mitigation 

measures should consistent with 

recommendations in the technical paper. 

Partial 
Reference to 12 months in technical report has been updated 

to 3 months. 

8.1.6 - - - 

The flooding report states no material 

stockpiling should be located within the 

1% AEP flood extent unless justified 

based on further risk assessment. The EIS 

should identify stockpiling location to 

demonstrate compliance with the 

recommendation. 

Partial 

Additional text added to section 15.3.1.4 providing 

additional detail around stockpiling restrictions in flood 

prone land. 
 

8.1.6 15.4.2 - 

Provide information on 

stormwater/waste water 

management during 

construction 

Table 15.5 states that sampling would 

occur monthly for a total of 3 months 

after construction works are completed 

however, the flooding report suggested 

monitoring for 12 month after 

construction is completed. Mitigation 

measures should consistent with 

recommendations in the technical paper. 

Partial Text in section has been revised to be consistent. 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8.1.6 
Technical 

Paper 8 
- 

A 1%AEP localised 

flood study of 

Ginninderra Creek must 

be undertaken. The 

study is to extend and 

include the location of 

the odour control unit. 

Relevant information in Technical Paper 

should be summarized in the EIS. 
Partial 

Section updated with additional information summary from 

the technical report to identify what the aims of the study 

was and additional conclusion and commentary information. 

8.1.6 
Technical 

Paper 8 
- 

A technical study 

relating to the 

construction integrity of 

the pipe bridge in a 

1%AEP flood event 

must be undertaken 

Relevant information in Technical Paper 

should be summarized in the EIS. 
Partial Section updated with additional information.  

8. Noise and Vibration 

8.1.8 2.1.4 - 

Describe the staging for 

the construction of the 

development including 

expected completion of 

each stage given the 

location of the works 

near residential 

properties 

Table 7.12 and 7.14 indicate that 

potential impacts on sensitive receivers is 

expected and the impact can be reduced 

with mitigation measures. Please reflect 

those findings in the PRA. Section 7.4.3 

states that no mitigation measures are 

required during operation however, 

s7.3.2 concludes that the potential impact 

is significant therefore mitigation 

measures are required. 

Partial 

— Added additional text to clarify the information 

presented in the table. The statement that no mitigation 

is required during operation is clarified in section 7.4.3 

noting that there is no operational mitigation required 

when considered in conjunction with the detailed 

design measures presented. 

— Unmitigated risk rating updated to reflect the likelihood 

of impact to medium. Residual/mitigated risk 

considered low.  
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8. Hazards and Risk 

8.1.9 
20.3.2 and 

20.4 
- 

Identify, assess and 

detail mitigation 

measures for any risks 

associated with bushfire 

protection. 

Section 20.3 of the EIS states bushfire is 

likely to occur during construction but 

the Table 20.1 identifies the likelihood of 

bushfire as 'unlikely'. Please ensure the 

EIS is consistent. 

Partial 

Risk rating for risks M.2 and M.3 changed from "unlikely" 

to "possible" to be consistent with the impact assessment 

presented in section 20.3 of the EIS. 

8. Heritage 

8.1.10 10.4.2 

- 

Provide information on 

water control measures 

in the vicinity of the 

Umbagong District Park 

Grinding Grooves, to 

demonstrate that the 

heritage site will not be 

indirectly affected by 

changes in water and 

soil conditions in this 

section of Ginninderra 

Creek 

The reference provided does not address 

the Scoping Document requirements. It is 

noted that the information is provided in 

Technical Paper 5 this must be provided 

in the EIS report., ,  

Partial 

Additional paragraph has been added to section 10.3.2 

noting that the operation of the project is not expected to 

impact either directly or indirectly. 

8.1.10 
Technical 

Paper 5 
- 

A map of survey 

transects must be 

provided confirming that 

the previous 

archaeological survey 

has adequately assessed 

the project 

Specific reference to Figure 6 in 

Technical Paper 5 is required in the EIS 

report, alternatively the figure could be 

provided in the EIS report. 

Partial 

Figure from technical paper added and reference to this 

made specifically in the scoping document cross reference 

and in the EIS text 
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SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8.1.10 
Technical 

Paper 5 
- 

Describe reporting 

techniques that will be 

used for the discovery of 

any Aboriginal sites or 

artefacts that are 

encountered during 

construction 

The EIS report must address this 

requirement. The appendix support the 

information in the EIS report, where 

information is relevant to the 

requirements set out in the Scoping 

Document it should be clearly presented 

in the EIS Report and if needed reference 

to the relevant Technical Paper.  

Partial 

Added additional information from section 5.2 of technical 

paper 5 to the mitigation section of the EIS, including a new 

section 10.4.2.1 specific to the Unexpected Discovery Plan 

to outline the requirements for reporting. 

Mitigation measure CH2 also amended accordingly 

8. Utilities 

8.1.11 - - - 

Based on information provided in DA 

submission, the distance between existing 

and proposed sewer infrastructure is 

1.5m which is very close. This 

information should be included in the 

EIS. Please provide an explanation on 

why the risk of impacting on existing 

utilities is considered low.  Please note 

'Discuss with entities for any future 

utility relocation' is not considered a 

mitigation measure. 

Partial 

Methodology has been updated in Sections 19.2, 19.4.1, 

19.4.2 that details how risk to existing utilities would be 

largely mitigated. 

8.1.11 19.3.4 - 

Describe any projects 

under construction in the 

vicinity of the proposed 

development that need 

to be considered in the 

design 

Section 19.3.4 only describes future 

utility project. Further information is 

required for projects within the vicinity 

that might be impacted or cause impact. 

Partial 

Added additional section 19.1.3 "Other current or future 

developments" to the utilities chapter summarising the 

projects identified in Section 2.1.3 of the EIS, noting that 

none of the identified projects would be impacted by, or 

impact on the project. 



 

 

 
 

WSP 
 
Page 104 
 

Project No PS108057 
Belconnen Trunk Sewer Augmentation EIS 

Revised Environmental Impact Statement 
Icon Water 

SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS SECT. 

NO. 
PAGE DESCRIPTION 

DRAFT EIS ASSESSMENT 

OUTCOMES 

Scoping 

document 

met? 

ACTION UNDERTAKEN 

8.1.11 - - 

Describe any known 

future projects in the 

vicinity of the proposed 

development that need 

to be considered in the 

design 

Please see comment above. Partial Added additional detail in Section 19.1.3. 

8.1.11 19.3.1 - 

Describe any new 

utilities, removal or 

realignments required as 

a result of this 

development 

The EIS includes a statement that any 

removal or relocation of utilities will be 

confirmed during detailed design in 

consultation with the relevant utilities 

providers. Relocation of utilities was 

included in the description of the 

proposal and further detail is required for 

utility relocation. 

Partial Added additional detail in Section 19.1.3. 

8.1.11 - - 

Describe the monitoring 

parameters, monitoring 

points, frequency, data 

interpretation and 

reporting proposals. 

Please provide a description of 

monitoring as this is not provided in the 

EIS. 

No 

The Rehabilitation and Replanting Plan would be 

developed with a monitoring program implemented – 

refer CE7 mitigation measure.  

Infrastructure integrity monitoring approaches are outlined 

in 2.2.3.2. These approaches manage the monitoring of risk 

to environmental impacts should the infrastructure 

experience an operations failure. 
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Table 4.7 ACT Government representation submissions and responses 

ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

1. Conservator of flora and fauna 

1.1 The Conservator stated that while the Draft EIS has accurately mapped the extent of 

Natural Temperate Grassland (NTG) within the proposed area of works, however, it 

downplays the significance and impact on patch “B” of the critically endangered 

ecological community. The Conservator raised concern that the degree of disturbance 

involved and the loss of tree cover that it would create would mean that the whole patch 

is likely to be degraded to a point where it is no longer considered to be NTG. 

The Conservator noted that further effort should be made to avoid or reduce impact of 

this grassland area. Options suggested for consideration included  

1 Under boring the patch 

2 Diverting the pipeline around the edges of the patch (either to the east or west) 

and reducing the width of disturbance in the vicinity of Patch 20 to less than 20 

metres (preferably 10 metres).  

The Conservator also identified a series of additional mitigation measures that should be 

identified as conditions of approval for the Development Application. 

The Conservator has been engaged with in the Revised EIS process with 

numerous on-site meetings taking place. Further detail on route options 

considered and the rationale for proposed methodology was provided 

during this engagement with the Conservator of Flora and Fauna’s 

representative. Refinement of the proposed impact area in ‘patch 20’ 

section has undertaken to reduce the width of impact to 20m and this is 

now reflected in the Revised EIS. This revised impact area has been 

endorsed by the Conservator of Flora and Fauna (refer Appendix I). 

The additional mitigation measures are noted and would be accorded 

with when and as they are included in the formal conditions of approval.  

Revision to the NTG impact assessment is provided in Chapter 6. 

 

Chapter 6 

2. ACT Heritage Council 

2.1 Council endorsed the Cultural Heritage Assessment provided as part of the Draft EIS. Noted N/A 

2.2 The ACT Heritage Council identified a proposed condition of approval stating that no 

water monitoring bores to be established within the Umbagong Grinding Grooves 

heritage area. 

Icon Water confirms that no water monitoring bores would be 

established within the Umbagong Grinding Grooves heritage area. 

An additional mitigation measure (CH3) has been included to ensure this 

occurs. 

Section 10.3.1 

and 

Section 10.4.1 
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ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

3. ACT Health 

3.1 The Health Protection Services advised with respect to the Draft EIS the following: 

— The design and construction of all sediment control basins must minimise the 

potential for them to become a local mosquito nuisance  

The requirement is noted and would be accorded with when and as it is 

included in the formal conditions of approval 

N/A 

3.2 — The Health Protection Services supports to the need for further intrusive studies or 

sharing of collected data to determine PFAS impacts. The Health Protection 

Services also supports the preparation of a Construction Environmental 

Management Plan to before construction works begin 

Noted in relation to future PFAS intrusive study. 

CEMP would be prepared. 

 

N/A 

4. ACT Emergency Services 

4.1 No comment Noted N/A 

5. Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) Directorate 

5.1 TCCS raised concern that the proposed location for the main compound and laydown area 

(corner of Copland Drive and Ginninderra Drive) may not be suitable due to the 

construction of water quality works at this location and the potential for the use of this 

site to overlap with the landscape consolidation period associated with the waterway. 

TCCS also noted that access to the proposed site on the eastern side of Kingsford Smith 

Drive would be restricted to left in/left out movements due to the dual carriageway 

configuration of Kingsford Smith Drive. 

The Healthy Waterways project has been completed and the proposed 

compound for the Project will not impact on the waterway site. 

Entry and exit arrangements on Kingsford Smith Drive is noted and 

would be accorded with when and as it is included in the formal 

conditions of approval. 

N/A 
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ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

5.2 TCCS noted that the Draft EIS did not specify what type of vehicles are required to 

access the OCU during operation. 

The Latham OCU facility would be accessed by a passenger vehicle (site 

ute or similar) approximately once per week during normal operation.  

The carbon media is expected to require changing around once every two 

years (on average) and would require the following vehicles over a 

typically two day period: 

— mobile crane 

— vacuum excavation truck 

— rigid trucks 

— site utes. 

Section 2.2.2 

5.3 TCCS noted that the Draft EIS stated that maintenance access would be via the grassland 

within the riparian area of the Ginninderra Creek. TCCS noted that vehicular access 

within riparian areas is not encouraged and that alternate maintenance access should be 

considered. 

Driving through riparian areas would be avoided where possible.  Section 9.3.2 

5.4 TCCS noted that land use permits would be required for compounds and parking areas 

associated with the construction phase. It was also noted that all affected areas would be 

subject to a Landscape Management and Protection Plan (including a detailed 

dilapidation report). 

Noted. Permit and Rehabilitation and Replanting Plan to be obtained 

post approval. 

Section 

2.2.2.3 for 

Rehabilitation 

and 

Replanting 

Plan 

5.5 TCCS noted that any permanent changes to shared paths require specific approval from 

TCCS. It was also noted that any temporary relocations or diversions would require a 

Temporary Traffic Management Plan to be approved by Roads ACT. 

Noted. Approvals to be sought following detailed design. N/A 
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ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

5.6 TCCS noted that the proposed access points would require a Temporary Traffic 

Management Plan to be approved by Roads ACT. The site access points would also need 

to be included in the Landscape Management and Protection Plan and any pavement 

damage caused by construction/delivery vehicles would need to be rectified on 

completion of the construction phase. 

Noted. Rehabilitation and Replanting Plan to be obtained post approval. Section 

2.2.2.3 for 

Rehabilitation 

and 

Replanting 

Plan 

5.7 TCCS noted that access for operation and maintenance needs to be located to minimise 

impacts on traffic movements and vehicular damage to vegetation on unleased land. 

Noted. Operational access would be minimal. Access to the OCU and 

penstock would be via established tracks. Other pipe manhole access 

would be done to avoid or minimise impact to all vegetation. 

N/A 

Office of the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

6.1 The Office of the EPA identified a series of proposed conditions of approval including 

conditions relating to: 

— Preparation of a site-specific Contaminant Management Plan, incorporating an 

unexpected finds protocol, by a suitably qualified environmental consultant 

— soil disposal from the site 

— requirements of the contractor to hold an Environmental Authorisation 

— preparation of an erosion and sediment control plan. 

Icon Water already has an environmental authorisation. 

Other conditions are noted and would be accorded with when and as they 

are included in the formal conditions of approval 

N/A 

6.2 The Office of the EPA also noted that should any rain water enter the site and pool in 

excavations during a rain storm event, that this would be considered as a sediment control 

pond/dam and must meet the following conditions: 

No discharge from the pond unless sediment level is less than 60mg/litre. If sediment 

level is greater, then prior to discharge, the dam must be dosed with either Alum or 

Gypsum and allowed to settle until the sediment is less than 60 mg/litre. 

The provided advice is noted and would be incorporated into the CEMP 

for the Project.  

N/A 

Evoenergy 

6.3 Evoenergy requested that they be contacted at the detailed design stage to ensure 

adequate clearance is maintained from 11kV lines. 

Icon Water would contact EvoEnergy as part of the detailed design 

phase.  

N/A 
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Table 4.8 Community representation submissions and responses 

REPRESENTATION ISSUE(S) RAISED / ENTITY RECOMMENDATION RESPONSE EIS / DA REFERENCE 

Community 1 

Concern was raised that the pipe bridge proposed to cross 

Ginninderra Creek would reduce the visual appeal of the 

nearby wetlands. 

It is acknowledged that there would be a visual impact during 

construction however, a Rehabilitation and Replanting Plan is 

proposed to be developed in order to mitigate visual impacts as 

far as practicable. This plan would require replacement of trees 

that have been removed and would seek to minimise long term 

visual impacts via specific planting locations. Refer mitigation 

measure CE7. 

Section 2.2.2.3 for Rehabilitation and 

Replanting Plan. 

 It was suggested by the respondent that the pipe bridge 

incorporate a footbridge design to allow pedestrian 

crossing of Ginninderra Creek allowing improved 

connection for the surrounding suburbs and allowing 

reduced reliance on vehicles.  

Refer Section 2.6.2 for rationale as to why the pipe bridge is 

not able to incorporate a footbridge in the design. 

Section 2.6.2 

Community 2 Concern was raised that the Project component that would 

cross Ginninderra Creek would adversely impact on the 

nearby wetlands. 

The healthy wetlands site has been reviewed against the Project 

and no adverse impacts on this sites’ operation have been 

identified. 

Chapter 15 addresses surface water 

impacts from the Project. 

 It was suggested by the respondent that the pipe bridge 

incorporate a footbridge design to allow pedestrian 

crossing of Ginninderra Creek 

Refer Section 2.6.2 for rationale as to why the pipe bridge is 

not able to incorporate a footbridge in the design. 

Section 2.6.2 
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4.8 PHASE 3 CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT 

ACTIVITIES POST APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT 

This phase covers the activities post approval of the Project and during construction. This phase is anticipated to occur 

from late 2020 (pending planning determination) through to the end of 2022. 

 PROJECT WEBPAGE AND OTHER COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

CHANNELS 

Information about the Project, including construction program and planned key activities would be provided on the 

Project webpage during this phase. Community feedback would also be able to be provided by the methods outlined in 

Table 4.9. 

Table 4.9 Options for community feedback post approval of the Project and during construction 

METHOD DETAIL 

Online Via an online feedback form available on the Project webpage (https://www.iconwater.com.au/bts)  

E-mail participate@iconwater.com.au 

Phone 02 6248 3111 (Option 9) 

By mail GPO Box 366 

Canberra City ACT 2601 

 COMMUNITY UPDATES 

Community updates will be provided to all stakeholders who have requested to be provided with Project updates at 

regular Project milestones on each of the Belconnen trunk sewer upgrade projects. As works progress along the pipeline 

corridor notification will be provided to nearby households in writing at least seven days prior to the works. In addition to 

these notifications, signs will be erected along the Project route and work sites providing information on timing and for 

providing feedback. 

Additional community consultation and engagement activities will be considered during future stages of community 

consultation planning. 

https://www.iconwater.com.au/bts
mailto:participate@iconwater.com.au
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5 PRELIMINARY RISK ASSESSMENT 

5.1 OVERVIEW 

A preliminary risk assessment (PRA) was conducted to determine the (unmitigated) significance of the impacts of the 

Project to assist the scoping of future environmental impact assessment.  

The methodology for conducting the PRA complies with AS/NZS ISO 13000:2009 (risk management and AS/NZS ISO 

14004:2004 (Environmental Management Systems) as stipulated in the resource document Preparation of an application 

for a scoping and Preparation of an application for an Environmental Significance Opinion Guide (ACTPLA, 2011). 

The environmental risk assessment process allowed for the prioritising of impacts according to their associated risk level. 

The identification of impacts and assessment has been conducted for the construction and operational stages of the 

Project based on a largely unmitigated Project. 

5.2 ASSESSMENT OF RISK 

A risk is defined as: ‘the chance of something happening that will have an impact upon objectives’. It is measured in 

terms of consequence and likelihood (AS 4360: 2004 Risk Management). 

Aspects of the Project which may have an impact and present harm to the environment were identified. The assessment 

of impacts considers whether the impact is positive (beneficial) or negative (adverse). Both actual and potential impacts 

have been identified. 

The risks associated with impacts have then been assessed by allocating a significance level using the following steps: 

— evaluate likelihood 

— evaluate consequence 

— cross-reference risk consequence and likelihood to determine risk level and impact significance. 

These steps are described in more detail in sections 5.3 to 5.5. 

5.3 EVALUATING LIKELIHOOD 

The likelihood of an impact occurring is assessed in terms of probability. Risk likelihood refers to the probability and 

frequency of the event occurring and has been evaluated according to principle 15 of the Rio Declaration which states 

‘where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for 

postponing cost-effective measures to prevent environmental degradation’. 

Risk likelihood is selected from the following categories shown in Table 5.1. 

Table 5.1 Evaluation of likelihood 

LIKELIHOOD DESCRIPTION PROBABILITY COMMUNITY ATTITUDE 

Remote May occur in exceptional circumstances <1% Few people interested 

Unlikely Not expected to occur in most circumstances 1-20% Some people affected 

Possible May occur 21-49% Many people affected 

Likely Probably will occur 50-85% Most people affected 

Almost certain Expected to occur >85% Almost everyone affected 
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5.4 EVALUATING CONSEQUENCE 

Risk consequence refers to the outcome of an event or situation expressed in terms of potential or actual impact and may be positive or negative. Risk consequence is selected from the 

categories shown in Table 5.2. Table 5.2 provides examples of consequences in real-world settings to aid assessment of risk consequence. 

Table 5.2 Evaluation of consequence 

CONSEQUENCE POSITIVE MINOR MODERATE MAJOR CATASTROPHIC 

Magnitude 

Spatial - A reach of river or part of a 

catchment 

Multiple reaches or whole 

catchment 

Multiple catchments Whole of basin 

Intensity - Acute impacts on some species Moderate impacts on 

growth, recruitment or 

survival rates 

Lethal impacts on some 

species 

Lethal for individuals or communities 

Temporal 

Duration - Short term impact, single 

generation 

Medium term Long term, multiple 

generations 

Permanent 

Timing - Occasional interruption of 

feeding or breeding 

Interrupts one life cycle Regularly interrupts life 

cycle 

Permanent interruption of life cycle 

Resources 

Consumption Capacity of current energy 

and water supplies more 

than sufficient 

Capacity of current energy and 

water supplies sufficient 

Capacity of current energy 

and water supplies just 

sufficient 

Capacity of current energy 

and water supplies 

insufficient 

Capacity of current energy and water 

supplies not sufficient and increased 

water storage and energy source 

required. 

Waste Access to waste recycling 

– <50% waste to landfill – 

high capacity at landfill 

Access to waste recycling – 

<60% waste to landfill – good 

capacity at landfill 

Access to waste recycling – 

<70% waste to landfill – 

some capacity at landfill 

Access to waste recycling – 

<85% waste to landfill – 

limited capacity at landfill 

No access to waste recycling – all waste 

to landfill – no capacity at landfill 
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CONSEQUENCE POSITIVE MINOR MODERATE MAJOR CATASTROPHIC 

Ecological 

Values  Previously disturbed areas 

/Parkland 

Nature conservation area Conservation area, listed 

species or other 

conservation feature of ACT 

significance 

Wilderness, nationally threatened 

species or other conservation feature of 

national significance 

Sensitivity - Will recover with some changes Moderate change to 

ecosystem functioning 

Significant change to 

ecosystem functioning 

Will not recover 

Social 

Number of people Improvements in access to 

social infrastructure 

Some people directly impacted 

or several indirectly 

Several people directly 

impacted or many indirectly 

Large number of people 

directly impacted 

Loss of life 

Heritage Impact on item of minimal 

significance 

Impact on multiple items of low 

significance 

Impact on significant item Impact on multiple 

significant items 

Major impact on protected item 

Political Single negative press 

article 

Multiple negative press articles Significant public interest Leads to an inquiry Change of government 

Economic Creation of new 

employment opportunities 

and provision of income 

More affordable housing 

Increase in revenue to 

Government 

Several thousand dollars lost 

revenue or remediation costs 

Half million dollars in lost 

revenue or remediation costs 

One million dollars in lost 

revenue or remediation costs 

Several million dollars in lost revenue 

or remediation costs 
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5.5 IMPACT SIGNIFICANCE LEVEL 

The significance level is determined by cross-referencing the pre-control likelihood and consequence. Risk significance 

level is determined from Table 5.3 below. 

Table 5.3 Qualitative risk assessment matrix – significance level 

 CONSEQUENCE 

Likelihood Positive Minimal Minor Moderate Major Catastrophic 

Remote Beneficial Negligible Negligible Very Low Low Medium 

Unlikely Beneficial Negligible Very Low Low Medium High 

Possible Beneficial Very Low Low Medium High Very High 

Likely Beneficial Low Medium High Very High Significant 

Almost certain Beneficial Medium High Very High Significant Significant 

5.6 RISK REGISTER 

A preliminary risk assessment register was prepared for the Project to identify the potential environmental and social 

impacts of the Project design. The risk register is included as Table 5.3 largely as it was presented in the Preliminary 

Environmental Assessment which assisted in guiding the development of the scoping document requirement for the 

Project. It has been modified to present additional risks or changes to risk levels if identified as required through the EIS 

process. The register identifies the largely unmitigated impact likelihood, consequence and significance.  

The actions/studies/mitigation column as in Table 5.3 identifies the risk mitigation measures proposed to be undertaken 

as part of the development of the EIS. These actions have now been completed as part of this report and have been 

detailed in the subsequent impact assessment chapters provided in in Part C of this EIS and associated specialist technical 

papers. 

Additionally, at the end of each of the impact chapters within this EIS, a residual risk rating has been identified against 

each of the initial risk ratings identified (where these were identified as being moderate or above). These residual risk 

ratings consider the impact assessment process and application of identified management and mitigation measures. 
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Table 5.4 Unmitigated risk assessment register 

ID POTENTIAL IMPACT/DESCRIPTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISK 

PROJECT 

PHASE 

RISK ASSESSMENT ACTIONS/STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED 

AND/OR MITIGATION PROPOSED 
Unmitigated 

likelihood 

Consequence Risk level/ 

significance 

A.1 

Impact on native vegetation, 

including protected ecological 

communities 

Biodiversity Construction 
Almost 

certain 
Minor High 

— Undertake further field survey to validate 

extent of native vegetation on the Project site. 

— Confirm locations of required construction 

facilities and construction methodologies to 

refine project impact area. 

— Minimise potential clearance of native 

vegetation during ongoing design refinement. 

— Biodiversity impact assessment to be 

undertaken as part of the EIS and identify 

appropriate mitigation measures. 

A.2 

Impact on threatened fauna 

(including fauna habitat clearing) for: 

— Pink-tailed Worm Lizard 

— Striped Legless Lizard 

— Golden Sun Moth. 

Biodiversity Construction Possible Moderate Medium 

— Biodiversity impact assessment to be 

undertaken as part of the EIS and identify 

appropriate mitigation measures. 

— Minimise areas of habitat disturbance during 

ongoing design refinement, in particular 

focusing on areas of moderate and high 

potential habitat. 

A.3 

Impact on threatened fauna habitat 

(including fauna habitat clearing) for 

species with potential habitat  

Biodiversity Construction 
Almost 

certain 
Moderate Very High 

— Biodiversity impact assessment to be 

undertaken as part of the EIS and identify 

appropriate mitigation measures. 

— Minimise vegetation clearance during ongoing 

design and alignment refinement. 
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ID POTENTIAL IMPACT/DESCRIPTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISK 

PROJECT 

PHASE 

RISK ASSESSMENT ACTIONS/STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED 

AND/OR MITIGATION PROPOSED 
Unmitigated 

likelihood 

Consequence Risk level/ 

significance 

A.4 

Impact on threatened flora species, 

including: 

— Ginninderra Peppercress 

— Hoary Sunray 

— Small Purple Pea. 

Biodiversity Construction Possible Moderate Medium 

— Biodiversity impact assessment to be 

undertaken as part of the EIS and identify 

appropriate mitigation measures. 

— Minimise vegetation clearance during ongoing 

design refinement. 

A.5 
General impacts to fauna during 

construction – direct impact. 
Biodiversity Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Biodiversity impact assessment to be 

undertaken as part of the EIS and identify 

appropriate mitigation measures. 

A.6 

Direct impacts to existing trees (not 

being ACT registered trees or trees 

under the TP Act). 

Biodiversity Construction 
Almost 

certain 
Moderate Very High 

— Identify significant trees as part of ongoing 

Project design. 

— Minimise tree loss during ongoing design 

refinement. 

— Identify required construction phase mitigation 

measures to avoid impacts to trees which are to 

be retained on the Project site. 

A.7 
Fauna death or injury due to 

maintenance vehicle strikes. 
Biodiversity Operation Unlikely Minimal Negligible 

— Biodiversity impact assessment to be 

undertaken as part of the EIS and identify 

appropriate mitigation measures to minimise 

impacts. 
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ID POTENTIAL IMPACT/DESCRIPTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISK 

PROJECT 

PHASE 

RISK ASSESSMENT ACTIONS/STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED 

AND/OR MITIGATION PROPOSED 
Unmitigated 

likelihood 

Consequence Risk level/ 

significance 

B.1 

Potential noise and vibration noise 

impacts due to construction activities 

(e.g. trucks, machinery). 

Noise and 

vibration 
Construction Likely Moderate High 

— Noise and vibration impact assessment to be 

undertaken as part of the EIS and identify 

appropriate mitigation measures. 

B.2 

Potential noise and vibration impacts 

due to operation of North Latham 

OCU. 

Noise and 

vibration 
Operation Likely Minor Medium 

— Noise and vibration impact assessment to be 

undertaken as part of the EIS and identify 

appropriate mitigation measures. 

C.1 

Increase in air pollution during 

construction (e.g. dust, hydrocarbon 

fumes). 

Air quality, odour 

and climate change 
Construction Likely Minimal Low 

— Air quality impact assessment to be undertake 

as part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures 

C.2 

Generation of odour impacts during 

construction. 
Air quality, odour 

and climate change 
Construction Possible Moderate Medium 

— Air quality impact assessment to be undertake 

as part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures 

C.3 
Severe storm event impacting on 

construction 

Air quality, odour 

and climate change 
Construction Possible Moderate Medium 

— Design to consider climate change risks during 

ongoing design development and refinement. 

C.4 
Generation of greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

Air quality, odour 

and climate change 
Operation Likely Minimal Low 

— Air quality impact assessment to be undertake 

as part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures 

C.5 

Potential odour impacts for 

residential properties in North 

Latham due to proximity of the North 

Latham OCU. 

Air quality, odour 

and climate change 
Operation Possible Moderate Medium 

— Air quality impact assessment to be undertake 

as part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures to be implemented 
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ID POTENTIAL IMPACT/DESCRIPTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISK 

PROJECT 

PHASE 

RISK ASSESSMENT ACTIONS/STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED 

AND/OR MITIGATION PROPOSED 
Unmitigated 

likelihood 

Consequence Risk level/ 

significance 

C.6 

Potential impacts to the Project 

resulting from climate change 

impacts impacting aboveground 

infrastructure including: 

— predicted increased frequency, 

severity and duration of extreme 

temperature (days exceeding 

35°C) 

— predicted increased frequency 

and severity of extreme events. 

Air quality, odour 

and climate change 
Operation Possible Minor Low 

— Design to consider climate change risks during 

ongoing design development and refinement. 

C.7 
Severe storm event impacting on 

operation 

Air quality, odour 

and climate change 
Operation Possible Moderate Medium 

— Design to consider climate change risks during 

ongoing design development and refinement. 

D.1 

Visual impact during construction 

including: 

— loss of vegetation (including 

some established trees) 

— construction equipment 

— materials storage. 

Landscape and 

visual 
Construction Likely Minor Medium 

— Visual impact assessment to be undertaken as 

part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures to be implemented. 

D.2 

Visual impacts to surrounding 

receivers from the project, including 

the North Latham OCU and 

associated 24 metre vent stack and 

the bridge infrastructure. 

Landscape and 

visual 
Operation Likely Moderate High 

— Visual impact assessment to be undertaken as 

part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures to be implemented. 
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ID POTENTIAL IMPACT/DESCRIPTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISK 

PROJECT 

PHASE 

RISK ASSESSMENT ACTIONS/STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED 

AND/OR MITIGATION PROPOSED 
Unmitigated 

likelihood 

Consequence Risk level/ 

significance 

E.1 

Loss or damage to Aboriginal 

archaeological potential or places 

with Aboriginal cultural values which 

are currently unknown. 

Heritage Construction Possible Moderate Medium 

— Investigate the potential for changes to water 

velocities and soil changes from the Project 

infrastructure (in particular the bridge pipe) 

and assess potential impacts on the Umbagong 

District Park Grinding Groove. 

— Heritage impact assessment to be undertaken 

as part of the EIS to confirm potential impacts 

to Aboriginal heritage items. 

— Preparation of an unexpected discovery plan / 

unexpected finds protocol to be included in the 

EIS. 

E.2 

Direct impacts on existing and 

nominated heritage places and/or 

objects (such as physical, visual and 

potential vibration impacts). 

Heritage Construction Unlikely Moderate Low 

— Heritage impact assessment to be undertaken 

as part of the EIS to confirm potential impacts 

to historic cultural heritage. 

F.1 

Traffic impacts on the existing road 

network during construction from 

increase of heavy vehicle movements 

resulting in impacts to: 

— local intersection performance 

from traffic volume increase 

— local on street residential parking 

— road closures during the delivery 

of primary equipment. 

Traffic, transport 

and access 
Construction Possible Moderate Medium 

— Traffic impact assessment to be undertaken as 

part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures to be implemented. 
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ID POTENTIAL IMPACT/DESCRIPTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISK 

PROJECT 

PHASE 

RISK ASSESSMENT ACTIONS/STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED 

AND/OR MITIGATION PROPOSED 
Unmitigated 

likelihood 

Consequence Risk level/ 

significance 

F.2 

Construction traffic, parking and 

access requirements resulting in 

potential for impacts to emergency 

services operations (ESA – West 

Belconnen Station). 

Traffic, transport 

and access 
Construction Unlikely Major Medium 

— Traffic impact assessment to be undertaken as 

part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures to be implemented. 

F.3 

Impacts to the existing pedestrian and 

cyclist thoroughfare as tracks are in 

the required construction area. 

Traffic, transport 

and access 
Construction Likely Minor Medium 

— Traffic impact assessment to be undertaken as 

part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures to be implemented. 

F.4 Changes to existing access. 
Traffic, transport 

and access 
Operation Unlikely Minor Very Low 

— Traffic impact assessment to be undertaken as 

part of the EIS and identify appropriate 

mitigation measures to be implemented. 

— Minimise impacts to existing property accesses 

during ongoing design refinement. 

G.1 

Impact to existing recreational users 

including temporary loss of cycle/ 

walking tracks and parts of 

Umbagong District Park 

Land use and 

property 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Site specific pedestrian management to be 

developed as part of the traffic and transport 

impact assessment to manage pedestrian 

movements. 

— Existing cycle routes to be maintained where 

construction of the Project allows. Alternative 

routes to be identified as part of the traffic and 

transport impact assessment (where required). 

H.1 

Erosion and sedimentation causing 

pollution of Ginninderra Creek and 

other waterways resulting from 

trenching activities. 

Contamination and 

geology 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Identify standard mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

construction. 
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ID POTENTIAL IMPACT/DESCRIPTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISK 

PROJECT 

PHASE 

RISK ASSESSMENT ACTIONS/STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED 

AND/OR MITIGATION PROPOSED 
Unmitigated 

likelihood 

Consequence Risk level/ 

significance 

H.2 Encountering contaminated land. 
Contamination and 

geology 
Construction Unlikely Minor Very low 

— Identify standard mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

construction. 

H.3 

Site contamination (such as liquid 

contaminant spills (hydrocarbons, 

chemicals etc.) from construction 

machinery. 

Contamination and 

geology 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Identify standard mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

construction. 

H.4 
Impacts to soil during construction 

and from vegetation material 

Contamination and 

geology 
Construction Likely Minor Medium 

— Identify standard mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

construction. 

I.1 
Impact to existing stormwater 

infrastructure  

Surface water and 

flooding 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Existing stormwater infrastructure to be 

identified and avoided where possible as part 

of ongoing design refinement. 

I.2 

Groundwater flows impacting on 

trench excavation and micro 

tunnelling areas. 

Surface water and 

flooding 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

construction. 

I.3 
Impacts from construction on existing 

waterways such as Ginninderra Creek 

Surface water and 

flooding 
Construction Possible Moderate Medium 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during detailed 

design and operation. 

I.4 

Ginninderra Creek flow changes. 

Potential for adverse impacts 

resulting from the installation of piles 

near the creek (1 in 2-year flood 

level) and the associated flood plain 

Surface water and 

flooding 
Operation Possible Moderate Medium 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during detailed 

design and operation. 
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ID POTENTIAL IMPACT/DESCRIPTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISK 

PROJECT 

PHASE 

RISK ASSESSMENT ACTIONS/STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED 

AND/OR MITIGATION PROPOSED 
Unmitigated 

likelihood 

Consequence Risk level/ 

significance 

I.5 

Impact on natural stormwater flow 

channels/paths from proposed 

infrastructure 

Surface water and 

flooding 
Operation Possible Moderate Medium 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during detailed 

design and operation. 

J.1 

Reduction in amenity during 

construction (such as noise, dust and 

visual impacts). 

Social and 

economic 
Construction Likely Minor Medium 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

operation. 

J.2 

Impact to existing recreational uses 

including temporary loss of access to 

existing parkland and playground 

areas 

Social and 

economic 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

operation. 

K.1 

Generation of waste from 

construction of infrastructure and 

ancillary structures. 

Waste, energy and 

resources 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

operation. 

K.2 

Increased demand on resources 

(e.g. electricity, fuel, concrete, water) 

resulting in reduced availability of 

resources for the local community. 

Waste, energy and 

resources 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

operation. 

K.3 

Increase in energy consumption 

associated with operation of the 

Project. 

Waste, energy and 

resources 
Operation Possible Minor Low 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

operation. 

K.4 Generation of waste from operation 
Waste, energy and 

resources 
Operation Likely Minor Medium 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

operation. 
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ID POTENTIAL IMPACT/DESCRIPTION ENVIRONMENTAL 

RISK 

PROJECT 

PHASE 

RISK ASSESSMENT ACTIONS/STUDIES TO BE CONDUCTED 

AND/OR MITIGATION PROPOSED 
Unmitigated 

likelihood 

Consequence Risk level/ 

significance 

L.1 

Disruption to, or clash with, existing 

utility services including potential 

damage to services and utilities 

during construction (including 

associated safety risks). 

Utilities and 

services 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Existing services and infrastructure potentially 

affected to be identified as part of design 

refinement. 

L.2 
Impacts on other future works within 

the vicinity of the project 

Utilities and 

services 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

construction such as fencing, hoarding, etc. 

M.1 
Increased hazards from construction 

activities – general 
Hazards and risk Construction Likely Minor Medium 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

construction such as fencing, hoarding, etc. 

M.2 
Injury or fatality to the public due to 

undertaking construction works. 
Hazards and risk Construction Unlikely Catastrophic High 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

construction such as fencing, hoarding, etc. 

M.3 
Potential risk of bushfire during 

construction. 

Hazards and risk 

(bushfire) 
Construction Possible Minor Low 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

construction. 

M.4 

Potential impact of bushfires 

affecting operation of the North 

Latham OCU. 

Hazards and risk 

(bushfire) 
Operation Possible Minor Low 

— Assessment of bushfire risks as per ACT 

Government’s guidelines 

— Identify potential mitigation measures as part 

of the EIS for implementation during 

operation. 

 




