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RESPONSE TO CORONER’S REPORT UNDER SECTION 57 OF THE CORONERS 
ACT 1997 ON THE DEATH OF RIVER PARRY AND A PUBLIC SAFETY MATTER 
RELATING TO HOME SWIMMING POOL SAFETY BARRIERS 

 

 

Recommendation 1 

 

Response  

Agreed 

The ACT Government ran a public awareness campaign over the summer of 2016-17 
encouraging people to act as “Backyard Lifeguards”; reminding the community of the 
importance of close and active supervision of children in and around swimming pools and 
spas, early action if a child falls into water, and life saving skills for people supervising 
children in or near water. The campaign also encourages pool owners to check their pool 
barriers against the current standards and to upgrade them if they do not meet those standards.  

The ACT Government will continue to work with community and child safety organisations 
to raise public awareness of pool safety. The information and educational materials from the 
campaign will remain available on the dedicated “Backyard Lifeguard” web pages.  

 

  

That the ACT Government develop and implement as a matter of some urgency, bearing in mind 
the advent of summer, a public awareness campaign with two key messages: 

• First, to remind the community of the importance of active and close adult 
supervision of small children in the vicinity of home swimming pools; 

• Second, to raise awareness in the community of the efficiency of prompt resuscitation 
in reviving children who have fallen into water and encourage adults involved in 
supervising children in water to obtain and maintain appropriate life saving skills. 
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Recommendation 2 

 

Response: 

Agreed in principle 

The ACT Government is currently considering potential schemes for improving the safety of 
existing swimming pools.  

 
Recommendation 3 

 

Response 

Agreed in-principle 

The ACT Government will also seek views on mechanisms for applying new codes and 
standards in community and industry engagement.  

New standards would not necessarily be applied to existing pools automatically. The impacts 
on child safety and pool owners would need to be considered before further standards and 
upgrade requirements are applied to existing pools.   

 

Recommendation 4 

That the ACT legislative framework applying to home swimming pools be amended to provide 
methods for ensuring all existing pools continue to comply with the latest standards as they 
change over time. It is not necessary for the purpose of this inquest for me to recommend a 
method, but I note that other jurisdictions have employed the following tools, often in 
combination, which are worthy of consideration: 

• A register of all home swimming pools and a compliance certificate regime; 
• A regime of periodic safety inspections; 
• Sale or lease triggering a requirement to make the pool barrier compliant with the 

standard in force at the time. 

That the ACT legislative framework applying to home swimming pools be amended to require 
that all existing home swimming pools, irrespective of when they were constructed or installed, 
be required to comply with the latest version of the Building Code. I note that it is a matter for 
Government as to what transitional periods might be adopted, but the outcome of having all 
home swimming pools protected by child-resistant safety barriers should be achieved as soon as 
possible.  
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Response 

Agreed  

Materials in evidence and relevant findings and recommendations of Coroners in other States 
and Territories will be considered in actions to improve child safety in and around swimming 
pools and spas.  

That the ACT have regard to the findings and recommendations of Coroners in other States and 
Territories since March 2011, in so far as they are relevant, and to the material in evidence I this 
inquest, in taking the actions recommended by me.  


