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Hello

I have lived in "Old Narrabundah" for over 30 years and am very
concerned about proposed waste facilities in nearby Fyshwick, which
would have a detrimental effect on daily life and health.
The ACT Waste Management Strategy 2011-2025 outlines the benefits
arising from co-locating waste facilities in the Hume Resource Recovery
Estate, including increasing resource recovery and reducing costs and
traffic movements.

I support this initiative; however, I note this aspiration is being
threatened by proposed large scale heavy waste facilities in locations
other than the Recovery Estate, and less than one kilometre from
homes, childcare centres, food markets, retail shops, cafes and
environmentally-sensitive wetlands in Canberra’s Inner South.

Allowing large waste facilities in Fyshwick will see various waste
streams processed too close for comfort and safety to where I and
other Canberrans live, work and play. This includes more heavy vehicle
traffic and heightened risks of odour, dust, noise, and fire from:

- putrescent organic waste,
- asbestos-containing material,
- shredding car bodies,
- crushing construction and demolition waste,
- grease trap, drilling mud and oily water liquid waste.

The load proposed across the two locations is 1.4 million tonnes a year
(around 130,000 waste trucks) which is 40% more than the ACT’s
current annual waste at Mugga Lane (around one million tonnes).

The potential impact on the comfort, well-being and safety of thousands
of people who visit the precinct daily is affecting business confidence
and threatening the jobs of 13,000 workers.

Placing waste processing here is such a waste of a location. Places
evolve and Fyshwick is evolving. This is a prime inner city location close
to the lake, the Dairy Flat area and the Jerrabomberra Wetlands (a
tributary of Jerrabomberra Creek is close by, so any ground pollution is
likely to end up in the wetlands), with potential for an evolving future,
which has started. When Canberra was planned the industrial area was
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placed at the edge of Canberra, and Canberra was planned for up to 
75,000 people, not the size it is today. It's moved on from that now 
with permanent housing, and Fyshwick is no longer at the edge of the 
city; it's in a prime inner city position now. Placing this waste 
processing facility here wastes the future potential of the area. 
Fyshwick might be called an industrial area, but a quick check of the 
map shows it is mostly a shopping precinct, rather than the touted 
industrial, with furniture, flooring shops, tile shops, office equipment 
and other shops. Very little of any 'industrial' can be actually be found.

I request, therefore, that any current and future proposals for waste 
processing facilities in Fyshwick be rejected. More suitable alternate 
sites need to be found.

kind regards


