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COMMUNITY INFORMATION UPDATE 

Belconnen trunk sewer 
upgrade projects 

Icon Water, part 
of the community 

Icon Water has provided water and 
sewerage services to Canberra for more 
than 100 years. As part of our ongoing 
monitoring and planning for the future, 
Icon Water is currently planning upgrades 
to the Belconnen trunk sewer, to ensure 
that we can continue to provide these 
services for generations to come. 

Why do we need to upgrade 
the sewer? 

The Belconnen trunk sewer was built in 
the 1960s and is a critical part of the 
Belconnen sewerage network, serving 
Belconnen, Gungahlin and Hall. 

Like most of Australia’s capital cities, 
Canberra’s population is growing, 

increasing demand on our water and 
sewerage infrastructure. Recent major 
development in the Gungahlin region, 
and planned development at the 
University of Canberra, the new suburb of 
Lawson and the CSIRO’s Ginninderra 
Field Station, mean that the Belconnen 
trunk sewer is nearing capacity and needs 
to be upgraded. 

During extreme wet weather events, 
rainwater and an already steady fow in 
the sewer can result in sewage escaping 
from the sewer pipes into Ginninderra 
Creek. Icon Water appreciates how 
valuable the environment and waterways 
are to Canberra – increasing the capacity 
in the sewer network will ensure that any 
risk of overfow into local waterways is 
signifcantly reduced. 

Want to provide feedback 
or fnd out more? 

Visit our website and complete 
our online feedback form at : 

iconwater.com.au/bts 
Email participate@iconwater.com.au 
Talk to us  02 6248 3111 (Option 9) 
Post  GPO Box 266, 

Canberra City ACT 2601 

In addition to improving capacity 
the network also requires some extra 
ventilation and odour control systems 
to protect new and existing sewerage 
infrastructure and minimise impacts to 
the surrounding community. 

The Belconnen trunk sewer upgrade 
consists of four projects to be undertaken 
over the next few years. The upgrade 
projects are: 

Project 1 

Belconnen trunk 
sewer augmentation 
pipeline 

Belconnen Odour 
Control Unit (OCU) 

Project 2 
Latham OCU 
potential location 

Project 3 
Florey OCU 
potential location 

Project 4 
Evatt OCU 
potential location 

PROJECT 4 

PROJECT 2 

PROJECT 3 

Latham 

Melba 

Evatt 
PROJECT 1 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
    

 

Community involvement - every step of the way 

Development Planning 
Preparation Preparation Preparation Application (DA) approvals for 
of Draft EIS of Draft EIS of Revised EIS for Project 1 Project 2, 3 and 4 

Construction 
of all upgrade Operation 
projects of assets 

NOW 2020 

Opportunity for Draft EIS is The Revised EIS Opportunity for Opportunity for Construction will Icon Water’s 
community input notifed on the will respond to all community input community input take place in ongoing asset 
through website, EPSDD website. feedback by directly to Icon directly to Icon phases to management 
phone, email, and members of the Water and Water and minimise impacts. program includes Members of the 
two Community public. through EPSDD. through EPSDD. engagement with public can make Icon Water will 
Information the community formal written The Revised EIS continue to work 
Sessions held in and seeking input submissions to will be made with the 
November 2018. as required. EPSDD. available to the community 

Community can community through Opportunity for contact Icon through the construction to community input Water at any time Icon Water minimise impacts. through website, by phoning the website phone, email, and customer service and EPSDD. two Community centre on 
Information 62483111. 
Sessions held 
in early 2019. 

  
  

   
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

PROJECT 1 
Belconnen trunk 
sewer augmentation 

What is it? 

This is the largest of the upgrade 
projects, including construction of: 

• approximately 2.4 kilometres 
of predominately underground 
sewer pipe 

• a pipeline bridge that will support 
the new sewer over Ginninderra 
Creek; and 

• an OCU at Latham North. 

How long will construction take? 

Construction is estimated to begin in 
mid-2020 (subject to planning approval) 
and would take up to two years before 
becoming operational. Construction 
works will be undertaken in stages along 
the corridor. 

What is the planning approval 
process for the project? 
When can I provide feedback? 

Project 1 requires an environmental impact 
statement (EIS), which is currently being 
prepared for assessment by the ACT 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable 
Development Directorate (EPSDD). The 
purpose of the EIS is to assess potential 
environmental impacts and determine how 
we manage these impacts to avoid or 
minimise them. Public feedback is 
important to us and essential to ensuring 
community views inform our approach; and 
are included in the Draft EIS. The EIS 
process and opportunities for community 
involvement are shown in more detail in the 
diagram below. 

PROJECT 2, 3 & 4 
Proposed Odour Control 
Units (OCUs) 

What are the projects? 

Three projects are proposed for: 

• Latham (Project 2) 

• Florey (Project 3) 

• Evatt (Project 4). 

These projects each involve the 
installation of a new structure called an 
OCU, and the connection of these new 
OCUs to the existing sewer network. 

What is an OCU? 
Why are they needed? 

OCUs are a vital part of the sewer 
network as they allow ventilation and air 
fltration to protect the sewer pipes from 
corrosion. The ventilation an OCU 
provides extends the life of a sewer by 
reducing the amount of maintenance that 
the pipeline needs, making management 
of the network much more effcient. The 
flters used in the OCU and ventilation 
stacks absorb gases such as hydrogen 
sulphide, which is a common source of 
odours from sewerage systems. 

Are there other OCUs in the ACT? 
Do they smell? 

There are nine OCU facilities already 
in operation across the ACT. They are 
designed to control odours so they 
do not smell. 

What does an OCU look like? 

From the outside, OCUs can look very 
different; some resemble a small shipping 
container or they can be buried or 
partially buried in the surrounding 
landscape. You probably drive past an 
OCU every day without noticing. Inside 
the unit there is ductwork to extract gas 
from the sewer. The gas is fed through an 
activated carbon flter to absorb the gas 
and remove odour, and a ventilation stack 
(up to 24 metres in height) releases the 
fltered air back out again. You can view 
images of some of the ACT’s existing 
OCU facilities on the Icon Water website 
(iconwater.com.au/bts). 

The size of these units varies but an OCU 
may have a footprint of about 20 metres 
by 10 metres, as well as space for 
driveway access. 

What is the status of these 
projects? Can I give feedback on 
these projects? 

Planning for Projects 2, 3 and 4 is 
underway. Potential sites, design options 
and existing environmental conditions are 
currently being reviewed. Once the 
projects are further progressed, we will 
be able to confrm what planning 
approval processes are required. It is 
anticipated that planning approvals and 
more opportunities for community 
feedback for these projects will begin in 
2019, with construction starting late 2020. 

As more details become available on 
these projects, Icon Water will update the 
website with more information. 

iconwater.com.au/bts 



 

 

 
  

 

             

             

  
 

 
 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION UPDATE 
JANUARY 2019 

Belconnen trunk sewer 
upgrade projects 

Icon Water - part of the 
community 

Icon Water has provided water and 
sewerage services to Canberra for more 
than 100 years. Icon Water undertakes 
ongoing monitoring and future planning 
to ensure that we can continue to provide 
these services into the future and for 
generations to come. 

Why do we need these 
projects? 

The Belconnen trunk sewer was built in 
the 1960s and due to increasing 
population and increased development, 
the sewer is nearing capacity and needs 
to be upgraded to ensure it can continue 
to meet demand. These planned upgrade 
projects are essential to ensuring that the 
Belconnen trunk sewer can continue to 
provide vital sewerage services to 
Belconnen, Gungahlin and Hall. In 
addition to increasing capacity the 

network also requires extra ventilation 
and odour control systems to protect new 
and existing sewerage infrastructure. 

What are the Belconnen 
trunk sewer upgrade 
projects? 

The Belconnen trunk sewer upgrade 
projects consist of four main projects: 

Project 1: a 2.4km sewerage pipe, a pipe 
bridge and an Odour Control Unit (OCU) 
to be located in North Latham. 

Project 2: an OCU to be located at the 
southern end of Latham on the existing 
Belconnen trunk sewer at the base of 
Umbagong District Park. 

Project 3: an OCU on the existing 
Belconnen trunk sewer in Florey. 

Project 4: an OCU on the existing 
Belconnen trunk sewer in Evatt. 

Want to provide feedback 
or fnd out more? 

Visit our website and complete 
our online feedback form at: 
iconwater.com.au/bts 

Email | participate@iconwater.com.au 

Talk to us | 02 6248 3111 (Option 9) 

Post | GPO Box 266, 
Canberra City ACT 2601 

A map of these projects can be found 
over the page. 

You can fnd more information about 
these projects and what is being 
proposed on our website at        
iconwater.com.au/bts. 

Where is the planning up 
to for these projects? 

Icon Water is currently undertaking 
consultation to help inform a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 
Project 1 and to assist the preliminary 
planning for Projects 2, 3 and  4. 

To coincide with our frst community 
update in November, we ran two drop-in 
community information sessions. To 
provide the opportunity for anyone who 
was unable to attend these sessions we 
will be running an additional drop-in 
community information session, details 
are below: 

ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY 
DROP-IN INFORMATION 

SESSION 

Saturday 19 January 2019 

9am – 11am 

Melba Copland College, 
Verbrugghen Street, Melba 



 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 
  

   
 

Following the submission of the draft EIS, Icon Water is committed to ensuring there will be many more opportunities for the 
community to provide input, as seen in the table below: 

Consultation Update 

Icon Water would like to thank everyone 
who has provided feedback to date. 
There is still time to provide feedback. 

The current stage of consultation is open 
until 31 January 2019. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

We have received many questions so far 
through our website, community 
meetings and at our drop-in community 
information sessions.  A summary of 
these questions and our responses are 
below: 

Q. Will the bike path that runs close to 
Project 1 be usable during 
construction? 

A. We appreciate that the area where 
these projects are planned is used and 
enjoyed by the local community. We will 
be making effort to ensure impacts are 

minimised. During construction sections 
of the bike path will need to be closed 
temporarily, however alternate cycle and 
walking routes will be provided. At this 
stage we are yet to confrm details of the 
alternate routes, however we have been 
consulting with recreational users and 
various community groups to establish  
suitable alternate routes. 

Q. How does the new length of 
sewerage pipe connect into the 
existing sewer network? 

A. Below you can see an updated map 
showing the proposed location of the 
projects. Surrounding the projects are 
grey lines which show the existing 
sewerage pipes in the area. The new 
length of sewer pipe will connect into 
existing sewerage infrastructure (i.e. 
Latham Trunk Sewer) at Tillyard drive 
which fows south to the existing 
Belconnen Trunk Sewer and on to the 
treatment plant at Lower Molonglo. 

Q. Why do you need to build these 
OCUs when you already have vents 
nearby? 

A. Vent stacks located near these 
proposed project locations are either 
passive vent stacks or those with forced 
ventilation. Both of these release gas 
from the sewer but do not flter the air 
frst. The proposed OCUs will flter the air 
frst, resulting in no odour. The OCUs will 
extend the life of the sewer reducing 
maintenance and associated costs. 

Q. What will happen to the playground 
at the end of Delany Court, Melba 
during construction? 

A. The playground will not be available 
during construction, however Icon Water 
working with the ACT Government to 
explore temporary alternatives.  We are 
seeking feedback from community about 
how we may minimise impacts on local 
families. 

Latham 

Melba 

Evatt 

PROJECT 4 

PROJECT 2 

PROJECT 3 

PROJECT 1 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

             

 

 
 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION UPDATE 
MARCH 2019 

Belconnen trunk sewer 
upgrade projects 

Icon Water - part of the 
community 

Icon Water has provided water and 
sewerage services to Canberra for more 
than 100 years. In order to meet the 
changing needs of our community, we 
undertake future planning and ongoing 
monitoring to ensure we can continue to 
provide these services for generations 
to come. 

What are the Belconnen 
trunk sewer upgrade 
projects? 
Due to increasing population and 
increased development, the original 
Belconnen trunk sewer which was built 
in the 1960s is nearing capacity and 
needs to be upgraded. These essential 
projects will ensure that the Belconnen 
trunk sewer can continue to provide vital 
sewerage services to Belconnen, 
Gungahlin and Hall. In addition to 
increasing capacity the network also 
requires extra ventilation and odour 

Want to provide feedback 
or fnd out more? 

Visit our website and complete 
our online feedback form at: 
iconwater.com.au/bts 

Email | participate@iconwater.com.au 

Talk to us | 02 6248 3111 (Option 9)             

Post | GPO Box 366, 
Canberra City ACT 2601 

control systems to protect new and Project 3: an OCU on the existing 
existing sewerage infrastructure. Belconnen trunk sewer in Florey. 

Project 4: an OCU on the existing The Belconnen trunk sewer upgrade 
Belconnen trunk sewer in Evatt. projects consist of four main projects: 

Project 1: a 2.4km sewerage pipe, a 
A map of these projects is found pipe bridge and an Odour Control Unit 
below. (OCU) to be located in North Latham. 

Icon Water recently fnished consultation Where is the planning up 
activities for the Environmental Impact 

to for these projects? Statement (EIS) for this project. 

Icon Water is currently looking for Project 2: an OCU to be located at the 
feedback to help inform the southern end of Latham on the existing 
Development Applications for Projects Belconnen trunk sewer at the base of 
2, 3 and 4. Umbagong District Park. 

Community information site walks 
The Icon Water project team will be hosting site walks for the community at each 
of the project sites on Sunday 14 April 2019 at the following times: 

12.30pm – 1.30pm: Project 2 OCU site - cnr Florey Dr and Southern Cross Dr, Latham 
2.00pm – 3.00pm: Project 3 OCU site - cnr Krefft St and Kingsford Smith Dr, Florey 
3.30pm – 4.30pm: Project 4 OCU site - Ginninderra Dr, Evatt 

Meeting points are provided on the location maps over the page. Please RSVP to 
participate@iconwater.com.au or by calling 6248 3111 (option 9). Please note that 
attendees must wear sensible footwear. 

Latham 

Melba 

Evatt 

PROJECT 4 

PROJECT 2 

PROJECT 3 

PROJECT 1 



 

 

 

 

 

Proposed locations of Projects 2, 3 and 4 

Project 2: Latham OCU 
OCU footprint: 20m (l) x 7m (w) x 4.5m (h), stack height: 14m 

Project 3: Florey OCU 
OCU footprint: 20m (l) x 7m (w) x 4.5m (h), stack height: 14m 

Project 4: Evatt OCU 
OCU footprint: 20m (l) x 7m (w) x 4.5m (h), stack height: 14m 

What is an OCU? 
OCUs are a vital part of the sewer network as they allow 
ventilation and air fltration to protect the sewer pipes 
from corrosion and reduce sewer maintenance 
requirements. There are nine OCU facilities already in 
operation across the ACT. You probably drive past an 
OCU every day without noticing. They are designed to 
control odours so they do not smell. From the outside, 
the OCUs will resemble a shipping container with a 14m 
high ventilation stack on the side and an access 
driveway. 

For more information, visit iconwater.com.au/bts. 

Building fnishes 
Icon Water is seeking feedback relating to how the OCU 
buildings will be fnished. Icon Water uses a range of 
different techniques to paint or fnish our infrastructure 
ranging from graphic art through to simple painting. 
Icon Water would like to gather community feedback 
relating to preferences for the fnishes on these 
structures. Below are some example fnishes from other 
projects or that may be applied. 

Local artists 
have been 
commissioned to 
paint Icon Water 
infrastructure. 
Schools or 
community 
groups may also 
contribute. 

Indigenous 
artwork by local 
artists could 
transform the 
outside of the 
OCU building 
into a mural. 

A single paint 
colour can be 
selected to help 
the infrastructre 
blend into 
surrounding 
environment. 

Construction 
Icon Water is proposing to commence the construction 
stage for these projects in late 2019. Construction will 
take place on weekdays between 7am and 5pm and is 
expected to take approximately 3 months per site. 
While some heavy machinery will be required, due to 
the distance from homes it is not expected to impact on 
residents. During construction the area will be fenced to 
ensure public safety. Upon completion of works, the 
fences will be removed. Following construction the area 
will be restored and revegetated. 

Vegetation restoration 
Icon Water will work with Ginninderra Catchment Group 
to help re-establish grass cover with native grassland 
vegetation surrounding the structures. Please let us 
know if you have questions or thoughts on revegetation 
or restoration of the area.  




