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acre, commercial, tourism, recreation and transport landuse activities.  A large proportion of 
the site has been identified as being ‘Urban Capable’ - in particular, the Majura Valley, and 
Symonston Valley.  A ‘Future Employment Corridor’ has been located along the Majura Valley 
road corridor and extends south along the Monaro Highway road corridor.  The Spatial Plan also 
identifies Kowen as an ‘Urban Suitable’ area - with a future road connection to Kowen, through 
the Eastern Broadacre site.  

Under the Sustainable Transport Plan, key strategies include future and major public transport 
links through the site - both east to west, and north to south, including a potential high speed 
rail corridor.  The planning context has relevance in terms of the future landscape character of 
the area, particularly in relation to the future landscape treatment of growth nodes and transport 
corridors.

Under the Territory Plan Broadacre land use policies apply to the majority of the study area.  Oth-
er land use policies include:  Designated areas; River Corridors; Industrial; Municipal; and Hills, 
Ridges and Buffers.  Land use policies over much of the area are also currently under review.

2.3 Current and future issues associated with growth in the study area

• Increased demand for commercial and industrial land
• Airport precinct growth, and associated infrastructure
• Pialligo Road duplication and new airport access and implications for the character of 
adjacent Pialligo 
• Very Fast Train proposal
• Majura Parkway proposal
• Increased traffic along Majura Road with the opening of Horse Park Drive
• Traffic congestion on Pialligo Road at peak times
• Proposed road linkages: Dunns Creek Road from Isabella Drive to Old Cooma Road; links  
from Hume to Tralee and through to Googong; an east-west link to Kowen; and a Queanbeyan 
northern Ring Road.
• The construction of the proposed Jerrabomberra pond adjacent to Hindmarsh Drive and 
it’s potential to be a key man-made visual feature
• Protection and enhancement of key approach routes into the Capital
• Preservation of Yellow Box-Red Gum Grassy Woodland
• Preservation of Native Temperate Grassland areas

                                                                                                                                       
2.4  Site Description

The site consists of a mix of existing landuses, and with the exception of the central area, is 
predominantly zoned for broadacre and public land use.

The northern zone is bisected by Majura Road which runs through the open valley floor of the 
north-south aligned Majura Valley.  Woolshed creek meanders through the valley and drains 
into the Molonglo River to the south.  Mt. Ainslie and Mt. Majura define the valley to the west 
and lower lying hills associated with the Sullivan’s fault line border the valley to the east (GHD, 
1999).  Majura Road is now a major transport corridor, connecting north and south, and a major 
link through to the Federal Highway. Airport activities dominate the southern area of the zone, 
along with the  Brindabella Business Park, the new Brand Depot and associated commercial 
activities, and newly emerging office blocks.

The central zone is dominated by a variety of landuses, including the commercial/industrial 
activities in Fyshwick, and is a predominantly built environment.  Pialligo and it’s associated 
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nursery based activities is a particularly unique area.  The wetland areas and broader floodplain 
associated with the Molonglo river run through the central zone.  Part of the Eastlake area lies 
within the central area.  Defence land lies to the east of the central zone.

The southern zone is predominantly natural, with broadacre landuse along with hills, buffers and 
ridges.  The Monaro Highway runs through the centre of the area.  Mugga Lane lies to the west.  
Quarrying activities, along with the Mugga land fill lie within large areas of open woodland and 
grassland.  According to David Hogg (2004), this area is valuable in ecological terms, as it 
displays an exceptional variety of diversity and quality of ecological attributes.
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3.0 METHODOLOGY

The Western Australian Planning Commission has recently released a document entitled “Visual 
Landscape Planning in Western Australia: A Manual for Evaluation, Assessment, Siting and 
Design” (Nov 2007).  The manual suggests several broad steps for both visual landscape evalu-
ation and visual impact assessment.  Their suggested methodology for landscape evaluation  
has been used as a guide for this study. 

Visual landscape evaluation is appropriate in this context because it is a proactive process used 
in the preparation of planning strategies and schemes. 

The visual landscape evaluation process adopted for this study consists of several steps:

1. Defining the scope of the evaluation and setting the context.
The scope of the evaluation and setting the context has been defined above.

2. Describing the visual character
Individual character units will be identified, described and mapped (within each ‘zone’).  
Again, this will be done on a broader scale, given the size of the study area.  Landscape 
character units are comprised of homogenous characteristics in terms of landform, vegeta-
tion, built form and/or landuse.  

3. Evaluating the way the visual character is viewed, experienced and valued.  
Given that this is primarily a desktop study, ‘how’ the landscape is assessed and experienced 
by others is difficult.  However, this assessment will be based on where the important views 
are from and what is it about the particular landscape’s features that are valued.  This will be 
done by identifying primary viewing locations, identifying key views, determining visibility 
(view sheds, seen area and so on), and identifying key individual landscape features that are 
valued by the community.

 
4. Identifying constraints and opportunities for development and developing strategies for 
managing visual landscape character.
Following an assessment of the visual landscape character, constraints and opportunities 
will be identified, and implementation strategies for managing future landscape character 
will be suggested.  Again, this will be in the broader planning context, and will focus primar-
ily on potential growth nodes, present and future transport nodes and corridors, ecological 
corridors and key landscape features within the study area.
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4.0   PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY

A photographic survey of each broad zone was conducted. Appendix 1 contains representative 
photos for each zone and the location and direction the photo was taken.  This survey assisted 
in the identification of character units and evaluating the way that visual character is viewed, 
experienced and valued in the study area.





5.0 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER UNITS

5.1 Identification of character units or ‘precincts’

A broad analysis of the visual character of the study area was conducted.  The following char-
acter units were identified:  

 Unit 1 - Wooded hills and slopes
 Unit 2 - Upper valley - wooded, with predominantly broadacre landuse
 Unit 3 - Open valley with grassland and predominantly broadacre landuse
 Unit 4 - Special use
 Unit 5 - Nursery/agricultural related activities (Pialligo)
 Unit 6 - Wetland/flood plain and associated broadacre landuse
 Unit 7 - Light industrial/commercial built form

Refer also to Figure 3.

Major creeklines/water bodies have been also identified in Figure 3, along with major transport 
corridors.

5.2 Description of character units

Refer also to Figure 5 showing photos of indicative photos of landscape character for each 
Unit.

Unit 1 is characterised by hills and slopes covered by woodland and open forest.  It is predomi-
nantly a natural landscape and provides a backdrop to much of the site.  Much of the woodland 
is remnant Yellow Box-Red Gum Grassy Woodland and provides important habitat and wildlife 
movement corridor. (GHD, 1999; Hogg, 2004)

Unit 2 is characterised by less open, wooded upper valley with broadacre/agricultural landuse. 
The natural vegetation has largely been cleared, but stands of remnant vegetation remain. The 
character is ‘rural’, and contains visual character elements, such as farm homesteads and asso-
ciated buildings, grazing cattle, vineyards, remnant stands of native vegetation, dams, orchards, 
olive groves and so on.

Unit 3 is similar to Unit 2, however, it differs in that the valley is open, with predominantly 
grassland, rather than stands of remnant woodland.  Again, broadacre/agricultural activities 
dominate the character of Unit 3, with visual character elements, such as farm homesteads, 
remnant trees, stands of exotic trees and dams creating a rural character. Most of the original 
woodland vegetation has been cleared, however, areas of Natural Temperate Grassland occur in 
both Majura Valley and in the southern zone of the study area. (GHD, 1999; Hogg, 2004).  The 
broad open valleys of both the Majura valley and along the Monaro Road corridor allow for long 
vistas towards prominent visual landscape elements.  

Unit 4 is varied in character.  Specific landuses have been singled out as creating a character 
within themselves, for example, the airport, the Mugga land fill site, Canberra Rifle Club, Camp-
bell Park, HMAS Harman, Mugga land fill, The Australian Geosciences building, the greyhound 
track, caravan parks, pine forests, quarry sites and so on. To some extent, they are part of the 
broader units surrounding them, however, their character is unique and contrasts with the sur-
rounding character.  Some of the specific landuses are also important key visual elements in the 
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