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Curtin Group Centre

Master Plan

Introduction 

What is a master plan? 
A master plan is not a detailed design, but:
• a process that defines what is important about a place 

and how its character and quality can be maintained 
and improved

• sets out how a particular area could develop and 
redevelop into the future

• sets out objectives and strategies to manage 
development and growth over time.

Meet the planners:
Dates :         Thursday 14 May, 1pm to 4pm 

Saturday 23 May, 11.30am to 1.30pm

Location:    Curtin group centre  - central plaza

Have your say:
Please take the opportunity to provide feedback on the 
important issues for Curtin group centre. 

For more information:
Visit:  www.timetotalk.act.gov.au
 www.act.gov.au/curtin

Email:  curtin@act.gov.au

Call: Canberra Connect on 13 22 81

Comments close Wednesday 10 June 2015

Why do we need a master plan?
A master plan for the Curtin group centre does not 
currently exist. Developing a master plan will provide an 
opportunity to strategically address issues affecting the 
group centre. These include parking, pedestrian and cycle 
connections, economic opportunities in the core centre, 
and quality of the public domain.

How is a master plan implemented?
When a master plan is finished, the following generally occurs. 

Territory Plan variation 
A variation to the Territory Plan to introduce a new precinct 
code for the group centre is the next step of a master plan. 

The precinct code can address details such as building 
heights, setbacks and land uses specific to Curtin.

Sale of Territory-owned land
Some Territory-owned land may be identified as 
appropriate to sell for uses that meet the needs of the 
market and community. 

Capital works
Infrastructure and public space improvements may be 
identified as part of the master plan process. This will 
involve various government agencies and be subject to 
funding consideration through future budget bids.

Industry opportunities
It is up to business, commercial developers and the wider 
community to take advantage of opportunities identified 
in a master plan.

When proposed changes are on existing developed sites, 
market forces will dictate when / if they are redeveloped. 
Changes may therefore take a number of years to occur.

Courtesy: Archives ACT
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Master plan study area 
The study area of the master plan includes the central 
commercial area, land zoned for commercial and 
community use, medium density residential zones, and 
urban open spaces. This area is indicated in the image 
below by a dashed red outline.

While the master plan will be focused on the group centre, it 
will also consider how to improve the connections between 
the adjacent residential areas and the Carruthers Street and 
Yarra Glen intersection to the east of the study area.
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Legend 
❶ Core centre

❷ Statesman Hotel

❸  Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church & School

❹  Fred Ward Gardens

❺ Curtin Primary School

❻  Curtin South 
Neighbourhood Oval

❼ Western open space

❽ Service station

❾  Emergency Services 
Agency and ACT Health

❿  Queen Elizabeth II 
Community Centre

⓫ Public park

⓬  St James' Uniting 
Church

⓭  Good Shepherd of the 
Anglican Church

⓮  Carruthers Street/ 
Yarra Glen intersection

Timeline of major developments in the Curtin group centre
Prior to 1962
Land used for sheep
grazing

1962
Government gazettes 
suburb of Curtin

1964
First residents move 
into Curtin, core 
centre established

1966
Primary schools, churches and 
supermarket established

1971
8,000 Canberrans call 
Curtin home

1986
Brindabella Gardens 
Hostel & Nursing 
Home opens

1990
North Curtin Primary 
School closes

1993
Emergency Services Agency 
moves to ex-school site

1999
Public domain 
improvements

2014
Curtin celebrates 50th 
anniversary

2015
Master plan to 
be developed
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Issues to be considered
The scope of the Curtin Group Centre Master Plan is to prepare a planning framework to guide future development 
of the Curtin group centre. This may result in changes to the Curtin Precinct Code in the Territory Plan. The major 
challenges include identifying areas for potential urban intensification, poor pedestrian and cycling amenity, low 
night-time usage, a lack of housing diversity and a lack of visual identity.

Residential housing and amenity
The 2012 ACT Planning Strategy identifies Curtin as a 
location for urban intensification. This will help to create 
a compact and sustainable city that uses its resources 
and infrastructure more efficiently. 

A lack of housing diversity exists around the Curtin 
group centre. There is a significantly higher proportion 
of separate houses in Curtin (84.6%) compared to the 
rest of the territory (72.8%), and a significantly lower 
proportion of semi-detached houses or townhouses 
(3.6% compared to 14.5%). The average household size 
in Curtin is 2.5 persons per dwelling. 

The government is committed to promoting social and 
cultural activity in the suburbs. Developing a future 
vision for the Curtin group centre will be an important 
step towards promoting the centre as a vibrant urban 
village. The master plan will therefore need to consider 
the feasibility of developing a range of supportive and 
inclusive housing options around the group centre. 
This will help bring more activity, people and shopping 
opportunities to the centre.

Where could additional residential housing be 
developed in or near the group centre?

What sort of housing should be encouraged e.g. 
townhouses or apartments?

Active travel (walking and cycling)
Walking and cycling connections to the centre can be 
improved, particularly to the east of the study area and 
through the surface car parking. There is opportunity to 
enhance the active travel network throughout the group 
centre to encourage healthy living lifestyles and provide 
more inclusive access. 

What improvements are required to encourage you to 
walk or cycle to and from the group centre?

Public domain
The Curtin group centre is a vibrant meeting place with a 
pleasant 'village-style' square and grassed areas with good 
solar access. However, public spaces in the centre are not 
well connected. There is also an opportunity to improve 
the western open space and consider specific uses such as 
wetlands and play areas.

Furniture within the public domain (lighting, seating, 
rubbish bins, pavement and art) has not been updated 
since the late 1990s. There is now an opportunity to identify 
where public domain upgrades could be considered.

Which public spaces do you like/not like in the area?

Traffic and parking
Traffic modelling investigations indicate that two 
intersections on Carruthers Street (Theodore Street 
and Strangways Street) may require upgrading to 
meet future traffic requirements. Occupancy rates of 
car parks close to the shops are high during the day 
(particularly on Saturdays) but the southern car park is 
comparatively underutilised.

What traffic and parking issues exist in Curtin?
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More issues to be considered

Stronger links with the community
The master plan process recognises the important role 
that local communities and businesses play in local 
renewal projects. We will be looking for innovative ways 
to collaborate and partner with the Curtin community 
to implement key strategies of the master plan.

A unique strength of the Curtin group centre is the 
co-location of community facilities such as churches, 
schools, preschools and aged care providers. The strong 
sense of community in Curtin is an opportunity that 
could be built upon.

How could your community group contribute to the 
future of Curtin?

Creating economic opportunities
A key objective of the master plan will be to consider 
how the group centre could support jobs and a diverse 
range of economic opportunities. In order to do this, 
potential businesses and retailers must view the group 
centre as an attractive place to do business. There could 
also be a greater variety of businesses operating after 
5pm to promote after-hours activity.

Curtin's close proximity to Woden must also ensure 
that it does not try to compete directly with the 
town centre. Rather, the group centre's role is to 
complement the town centre by maintaining its 
convenience, unique retail and commercial uses, and 
village-style atmosphere. There is already a growing 
cafe scene in the centre, and further opportunities 
exist to service the nearby diplomatic community.

What new retail or commercial uses do you envisage 
for Curtin group centre?

Climate change adaptation
It will be important to ensure climate change 
adaptation strategies are considered in the future of 
Curtin. Strategies may include green infrastructure, 
increased use of vegetation and shaded areas of public 
seating to help improve the microclimate of the Curtin 
group centre and, as a result, user comfort. 

Public transport
There is potential to develop the Carruthers Street 
and Yarra Glen intersection as a rapid transport stop in 
the future. This would need to be complemented by 
improvements to the active travel network and higher 
density housing to support demand. The proximity of 
Curtin with the transport corridor along Yarra Glen and 
Adelaide Avenue makes it an ideal location to consider 
urban intensification.

What improvements are required to encourage you to 
use public transport to/from the group centre?
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What do you think are the major issues and opportunities?

For example: what do you like about the group centre, what could be improved, 
what is working or not working?

What could the future vision of Curtin look like?

Place a coloured sticker next to the words that you agree with, or add any other 
words of your own that you believe should be part of the vision.

COMMUNITY

HUBNIGHT-TIME

ACTIVITIES
DIVERSE SHOPS

AND BUSINESSES

TOWNHOUSES

SUSTAINABLE

HOUSING

EASY ACCESS TO

CENTRE VIA FOOT/BIKE

SAFE AT

ALL TIMES

APARTMENTS

RAPID ACCESS

TO CITY/WODEN

ATTRACTIVE

PUBLIC DOMAIN




