
landscape, such as Campbell Park, sitting prominently at the base of Mt. Ainslie.  

Unit 5 has been singled out, as it represents a precinct with unique character. Landuse is 
broadacre, with small acreage and predominantly commercial nursery activities and orchards. 
It is finer grained than Unit 2 and Unit 3 as a result of smaller scale and more diverse activities 
which gives it a more intimate, diverse and textured appearance.   Along with nurseries and 
orchards, commercial activities are becoming more varied than in the past, and include cafes 
and restaurants, gift shops and galleries.  It is therefore a more heavily used precinct than other 
broadacre landuse activities in the study area which adds to it’s richness and thus popularity.

Unit 6 includes the floodplain area of Molonglo River.  Flat, open, and expansive with agricul-
tural activities along it’s edge.  Wetland vegetation and habitat persists to the western end and 
in some areas between Fyshwick and Pialligo.   Turf growing adjacent to the Monaro Highway on 
the flat floodplain creates an unnatural green outlook. This precinct has a mixed rural, and natu-
ral character, with remnant wetland vegetation and stands of exotic trees. The Monaro Highway 
slices through the western end and the Sewerage Treatment Works occupy a large area of land 
between the Monaro Highway and Dairy Flat Road. 

Unit 7 includes the industrial and commercial precincts of Fyshwick and Hume.  Fyshwick is 
a well established area and is predominantly built form with large box buildings.  Streets are 
open with minimal street tree planting, exaggerating the harsher commercial built environment. 
The railway line runs through Fyshwick and creates a barrier to movement through the suburb.  
Public space is minimal, however there are several prominent stands of exotics which create 
significant landmarks.    Hume is similar to Fyshwick, but less well established, and as a result 
more open in character. There is minimal order to Hume, and it is almost chaotic in character.

5.3 Analysis of character units

The table below uses standard visual descriptors to describe the appearance of the visual land-
scape character of each unit.  (Terminology adopted from the “Visual Landscape Planning in Western 
Australia: A manual for Evaluation, Siting and Design”, Nov. 2007)

CHARACTER UNIT

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7

Scale large/Vast small to 
large

large-vast small-large intimate-
small

large small to 
large

Enclosure enclosed open to 
enclosed

open-
expansive

enclosed-
expansive

tight-open open enclosed to 
open

Diversity simple simple diverse-
simple

diverse-
complex

diverse-
complex

simple diverse-
complex

Texture rough textured textured textured textured textured textured to 
rough

Form rolling rolling horizontal 
- rolling

vertical-
horizontal

vertical 
- horizontal

rolling-hori-
zontal

vertical  and 
horizontal

Line curved curved curved-
sinuous

straight-
curved

straight-
sinuous

curved 
- sinuous

straight and 
angular

Colour Muted Muted to 
colourful

muted to 
colourful

muted to 
colourful

colourful colourful colourful

Balance Balanced Balanced balanced balanced-
discordant

balanced-
discordant

balanced discordant 
and chaotic

Movement calm Calm calm still-busy calm-busy still-busy busy

Pattern Random Random random-or-
ganised

regular-
random

regular-
random

organised-
regular

regular-
random
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The basic landscape elements in the study area are highly varied, and within each character unit 
itself, in particular, Units 4, 5 and 7.  In part this is due to the size of the study area and the way 
units have been broken down. Scale for example varies considerably within units. In Unit 2,  the 
scale of built elements, for example a farm building, is small in comparison with the scale of a 
rolling hill.  Likewise, enclosure varies within units, perhaps with the exception of Unit 1 where 
woodland vegetation is largely enclosed.  Likewise, diversity varies considerably, again with the 
exception of Unit 1, where diversity at the larger scale, is simple, compared with the complexity 
found in Units 4, 5 and 7, with the variation in built form.  Form throughout the site is either roll-
ing or horizontal.  Vertical elements exist in Units 4 though 7, with the prominence of built form.  
Vertical elements are more prominent in Unit 4, where strong vertical built form contrasts with 
rolling or horizontal form, for example, the multiple storied commercial buildings in the Brinda-
bella Business Park/Airport precinct against the horizontal form or the surrounding grassland of 
Unit 3.  Similar variations exist with line, balance, colour and pattern.  Perhaps the least variation 
exists with movement.  Movement is relatively calm throughout.  Movement is busy in Units 4 
through 7, but at certain times of the day, and/or concentrated along road corridors.
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Character unit 1 - Wooded hills and slopes - typical character.

Woodland adjacent to Mugga lane Remnant woodland to the east of Mugga Lane Woodland to the east of Majura Road  

Typical rural character adjacent to Majura Road

Character unit 2 -  Upper valley - wooded, with predominantly broadacre landuse - typical character

Farm and associated buildings seen from Majura Rd Cattle stud off Mugga Lane

Remnant stand of exotic trees adjacent to Monaro Hwy

Character unit 3 - Open valley with grassland and predominantly broadacre landuse - typical character

Broad open valley along Monaro Hwy Remnant farm building along Majura Road

Character unit 4 - Special use - creating a unique character unit within the surrounding landscape

Canberra Airport Brand Depot - advertising signageCanberra Airport

    FIGURE 5:  CHARACTER UNITS - Indicative photos of typical character
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Character unit 4 - Special use - creating a unique character unit within the surrounding landscape

Canberra Rifle Club Therapeutic Goods Administration Majura Pine Forrest

Character unit 5 -  Nursery/agricultural related activities (Pialligo)

Typical roadside character, Beltana Road, Pialligo Apple orchard, Beltana Road, Pialligo Rural character, Beltana Road, Pialligo

Nursery, Beltana Road, Pialligo Landscape supply storage area at the rear of Pialligo Entry to Pialligo, Beltana Road

Character unit 5 -  Nursery/agricultural related activities (Pialligo)

Water Ski Club, Molongolo River Looking south along Kallaroo Road behind Pialligo 
across the floodplain to Fyshwick

Looking east from Monaro Highway

Character unit 6 -  Wetland/flood plain and associated broadacre landuse

    FIGURE 5:  CHARACTER UNITS - Indicative photos of typical character
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Sewerage Treatment Works off Dairy Flat Road Molongolo River edge south of Fyshwick Looking north west from Monaro Highway

Character unit 6 -  Wetland/flood plain and associated broadacre landuse

Wollongong Street, Fyshwick New development east of Newcastle St, Fyshwick Tralee Street, Hume - typical character

Character unit 7 - Light industrial/commercial built form

Sheppard Street, Hume - typical character Sheppard Street, Hume - typical character Wetlands Foreshore, Dairy Road, Fyshwick - new 
mixed-use urban village adjacent to the eastern 
wetland areaCharacter unit 7 - Light industrial/commercial built form

    FIGURE 5:  CHARACTER UNITS - Indicative photos of typical character
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6.0 VISUAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ELEMENTS

Visual landscape character elements within the landscape help convey the character of an 
area, and include both natural and built features.  There has been some discussion in the previ-
ous section with regard to character elements, and how the prominence of particular elements 
help distinguish one character unit from another.  This section will briefly discuss types of 
visual character elements and give examples from the study area.  It is important to note, that 
some  visual character elements are located outside the study area, but need to be mentioned 
because there are key feature views to them.

6.1 Natural landscape character elements

Natural elements are those that are largely unmodified in the study area, and include the overall 
landform, vegetation, water and soils, such as:
 

• Surrounding hills which form an important visual backdrop - Mt. Majura, Mt. Ainslie, Mt. 
Mugga, Black Mountain
• Yellow Box-Red Gum Grassy Woodland on hills and slopes
• Natural Temperate Grassland on wide open plains
• Slopes, valleys and floodplains
• Creeklines, in particular Woolshed Creek and Jerrabomberra Creek
• Molonglo River
• Wetland and riparian vegetation associated with creeklines, wetlands in the Eastlake area 
and the Molonglo River

6.2 Rural landscape character elements

Rural landscape character elements are particularly important in the study area, due to largely 
broadacre landuse and associated activities.  They have particular significance for the com-
munity in their perception of the character of the area.  They will also be the elements that are 
most impacted on by growth and development in the Eastern Broadacre area, and include:

• Vineyards along Majura Road, olive groves in Symonston, orchards and nurseries in Pial-
ligo and pine forests on Majura Road
• Individual remnant or exotic trees throughout
• Groves of exotic trees and windshelters associated with farm houses
• Roadside plantings - natives and exotics
• Clearings amongst woodland and on floodplains
• Crop patterns on the outskirts of Pialligo and on the Molonglo floodplain
• Canturf/turf production on the Molonglo floodplain
• Farm homesteads and associated buildings
• Historic buildings e.g. along Mugga Lane and Majura Road
• Farm entrances, gates, mail boxes throughout the broadacre areas
• Quarries along Majura Road and Mugga Lane
• Rural roads - gravel, tree lined winding roads
• Livestock - cattle being the most prominent
• Dams
• Canberra Rifle Club
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6.3 Built landscape character elements

Built landscape character elements are concentrated in Character Units 4 and 7 - in particular in 
Fyshwick and Hume.  Generally however, built elements are scattered throughout the study area, 
in the form of roads and buildings.  There are several prominent built elements that stand out as 
key landscape features, many of which have been lumped into Character Unit 4 because of the 
way they contrast with the surrounding character of the landscape in which they sit.  

• Large box built form of many of the commercial and industrial buildings in Fyshwick, 
Hume and the Airport precinct
• Colourful buildings in the Brindabella Business Park
• The airport - associated buildings, planes, towers, runways
• Other prominent buildings - e.g. Geoscience Australia, Therapeutic Goods Administration 
Building, Campbell Park
• Major road corridors - including the Monaro Highway, Majura Road, Pialligo Avenue, 
Fairbairn Avenue and Canberra Avenue, and Hindmarsh Drive.
• Other road corridors, such as Newcastle Street, Jerrabomberra Avenue, Mugga Lane, 
Beltana Road, Narrabundah Lane
• Streets and their layout, in Fyshwick and Hume 
• Street tree planting/tree lined road corridors 
• Absence of street tree planting - especially in Fyshwick and Hume
• Public open space and recreation areas - such as the Molonglo Ski Club area, the wetland 
areas in Eastlake (although outside the study area, add to the visual landscape character), the 
rest area on the Federal Highway off-ramp, and parkland on the corner of Canberra Avenue 
and Newcastle Street in Fyshwick
• Sewerage works
• Mugga landfill/tip
• HMAS Harman and associated buildings
• Buildings and sports fields associated with Duntroon
• Lake Burley Griffin
• Advertising and entry signage
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7.0 CHARACTER OF KEY VIEWS 

Figure 6 to 8 show the location of important views, types of views and prominent visual land-
scape features, and where they are seen from  the three different zones in the Study area.  Photos 
show examples of the types of views.  Not all views are shown, given that the site is large, and 
the views are many.  The photographic survey - Appendix 1 - of the three zones also gives 
examples of additional views.

7.1 Types of views

Key types of views in the study include:  panoramic, enclosed, sequential, feature, focal, land-
mark,  axial/view corridors, long vistas and detailed views.

The dominant views are panoramic - in particular along major road corridors - Monaro Highway 
and Majura Road, rather than from surrounding hills.  In fact, panoramic views into the site are 
limited - due to limited public and vehicular access to surrounding hills and major peaks.  Ac-
cess to Mt. Ainslie is possible, however panoramic views are limited to the east due to dense 
vegetation.  Vehicular access to Mt. Majura is limited to the public.  Likewise, access to hills in 
the southern zone around Mugga Lane is limited.

Panoramic views are prominent along the southern section of Majura Road where the valley 
opens out to a predominantly grassland character.  Visibility is high, with views to key landscape 
features, such as Mt. Majura, Mt. Ainslie, the airport and Campbell offices.

Further south, as one crosses the Molonglo River views become panoramic once again, with 
views to Black Mountain to the west, and to Red Hill and Mugga Hill in the south.

Along the southern section of the Monaro Highway, in the southern zone of the study area, pan-
oramic views from the highway across the open grasslands to the east, are prominent, and there 
are long views towards Black Mountain, a significant and key landscape feature.

Sequential views are those that are obtained along most of the road corridors through the site.  
These have been marked on Figures 5 through 7, and examples of views are shown.  Sequential 
views are particularly common in Character Unit 2 where road corridors wind through hilly 
wooded areas, such as the northern section of Majura Road, and along Mugga Lane.

Feature views are those where a specific key visual landscape feature draws the viewer’s at-
tention.  They are not necessarily natural features, and in the study area, there are a number of 
prominent built elements that contrast with the surrounding landscape character.  Examples of 
feature views include those towards larger hills and mountains, the taller and more colourful 
buildings in the Brindabella Business Park, the Cameron offices, the Geoscience Australia and 
Therapeutic Goods Administration buildings in Symonston, and the Mugga landfill site with it’s 
stark, unvegetated hill to the south of the southern zone.  Road intersections along the major 
road corridors also, to some extent, provide feature views.  For example, the Poplars, at the 
intersection of the Monaro Highway and Tharwa Road, are a key landscape feature.

Axial views, or view corridors are those that are provided along road corridors, including roads 
through built up areas.  Examples of view corridors are:  Hindmarsh Drive, Canberra Avenue,  
especially along the Fyshwick section, Beltana Road through Pialligo, and many of the streets 
through Fyshwick.  There was a significant enclosed view corridor along Pialligo Avenue near 
the airport which was provided by the dense stand of pines on either side.  These have been 
recently removed due to the duplication of Pialligo Avenue.  
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Enclosed views are those enclosed by vegetation or built form, in particular along road cor-
ridors.  Enclosed views focus attention on foreground detail.  For example, as one travels along 
Majura Road and passes through the Majura Pine Forest, views become ‘enclosed’ by forest on 
either side of the road.  Similarly along Mugga Lane, views are enclosed along sections of the 
road by woodland vegetation on either side.  Parts of Beltana Road in Pialligo are enclosed, and 
views are focused on the foreground detail, thus enhancing the richness of character.

The character of some parts of the Study Area is heightened by views of the immediate fore-
ground.  Detailed views provide visual interest and richness to character. Examples of detailed 
views have been shown in the photos in Figures 5 to 7.  Pialligo, or Character Unit 5, in particular 
is rich in detailed views, where visual interest is heightened by the diversity in visual character 
elements typical of the rural character and nursery based activities in the area such as post and 
rail fencing, colourful signage, flowering plants and trees, pots, sculpture and so on.  

7.2 Views along road corridors

Views from road corridors through the study area are particularly significant because of the num-
ber of major road corridors that run through the area, and hence the number of people or viewers 
travelling along them.  Several of these road corridors provide major entry points into the Terri-
tory for interstate travellers.  In particular, and as pointed out in the previous section, there are 
significant panoramic views, as well as feature views to prominent key landscape features from  
major road corridors.  These views are therefore important and highly valued due to the number 
of people who experience them.  

7.3 Views from the air

Canberra airport is a major entry point to Canberra for travellers.  Flight paths are located directly 
above the study area, and travellers flying into Canberra have significant views from the plane.  
Given that large numbers of tourists enter the Capital via air travel, views into the Eastern Broad-
acre site from the air are also important.

\
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    FIGURE 6:  VIEWS - NORTHERN ZONE - Indicative view types and locations 




