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The Dickson Neighbourhood
Character Statement

Neighbourhoods are never static.  Neighbourhood Planning is about managing

change, ensuring it happens in a manner that protects and enhances the

things that are important to us, like trees, open space and access to shops

and facilities.  It is not about maintaining the status quo.  Successful

neighbourhoods respect their past, acknowledge the present and are flexible

enough to cater for the future.  The following is a brief description of the

existing character of the Dickson neighbourhood that will be acknowledged in

the planning strategies described in Part 2.

History and general form

Dickson is named after Sir James Dickson, KCMG (Knight Commander of St Michael and
St George), a legislator, federalist and one of the founders of the Australian Constitution.
The area was gazetted on the 20 September 1928; however, there was a gap of over 30
years between Dickson being named as a suburb and the commencement of housing
development in the early 1960s.  

There are no specific records available of Aboriginal occupation of the area, however there
are reports that Aboriginal camps existed across the Limestone Plains, around Mount
Majura, Black Mountain and the Molonglo River. (Dickson Shopping Centre Refurbishment
Project - Community Consultation and Cultural Profile Report; Susan Conroy, April 1998)

For much of the first part of the 1900s, the area where Dickson now lies was under
pastoral activity.  A small runway known as Northbourne Aviation Ground operated in an
area between Antill Street and the Dickson Library.  The runway was declared operational
on 4 March 1924 and remained open until 26 November 1926 at which time aircraft
operations were transferred to a site on the western side of the current Canberra Airport.

Boundaries 

Dickson has a shape that is similar to an elongated triangle and is bounded on the western
side by Northbourne Avenue, which is the major transport corridor into and out of Canberra
and is classified as Designated Land under the National Capital Authority’s National Capital
Plan.  This means that the ACT Government would need works approval to be granted by
the National Capital Authority for any of its projects.  Antill Street and the eastern boundary
by Phillip Avenue mark its northern boundary.  Majura and Wakefield Avenues bound it on
the south.  Braddon and Ainslie are suburbs south of Dickson, Hackett to the east, Downer
to the north and Lyneham to the west.  Please refer to the Context Map on page 10 that
shows Dickson’s location within Canberra.



ACT PLANNING AND LAND AUTHORITY12

Community facilities

Dickson provides a wide variety of
community facilities.  Perhaps one of
the most valued is the Dickson
Swimming Pool, which not only serves
as a sporting and recreational facility,
but also as a popular meeting place.
This may in part be due to the fact that
that pool is an "outdoor" pool.   

The following is a list of the key
community resources in Dickson – it is
not an exhaustive list and is included
here to demonstrate the diversity of
such resources available in the Dickson
neighbourhood.

Dickson Swimming Pool

ARTS & CULTURE

� Dickson District Library

� Canberra Bicycle Museum

� Australian National Capital Artists’ studios and gallery

CHILDCARE

� Majura Child Care Centre

EDUCATION

� Emmaus Christian School

� Blue Gum School

� Daramalan College (Years 7-12)

� Dickson College

RELIGIOUS

� St Brigids Catholic Church

� Dickson Baptist Church

� Kingdom Hall of Jehovahs Witnesses

� Ukrainian Orthodox Church

SPORTS

� Daramalan Tennis Courts

� Northside Fitness Centre (squash, gym etc)

� Dickson Aquatic Centre (swimming pool)

� Dickson Putt-Putt golf course

� Majura Tennis Courts

� Majura Junior Soccer Club
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HEALTH/MEDICAL SERVICES

� Dickson Shopping Centre Medical Surgery

� North Canberra Medical Practice (Private)

� Dickson Health Centre

� Dickson Park Professional Centre

CLUBS

� Canberra Tradesmen’s Union Club

COMMUNITY SERVICES & WELFARE

� The Spastic Centre of the ACT

� Majura Community Centre (Reachout Project, Youth Resources Centre, Majura
Occasional Childcare Centre)

� St Vincent de Paul Society – Dickson Centre Store

� Salvation Army Community Services Centre

OTHER

� Visitor Information Centre & Café

� Dickson Ambulance Station

� Dickson District Playing Fields

Sites of Historical Interest

Northbourne Housing Group is of historical interest.  The Group can be found on both sides
of Northbourne Avenue in Dickson and Lyneham.  It was designed and constructed in 1960
as part of the "entrance" to Canberra.  The buildings were the first to be built past Turner
and Braddon on the edge of town.  

The Northbourne Housing Group was
among the earliest high-density housing
designed in the 1940s and ‘50s.  The
Group comprises five types of housing:
four-storey bedsitter flats raised one
level about the ground; two-storey pair
houses with extensive use of terraces
and pergolas; three-storey maisonettes;
single storey courtyard garden flats with
a communal central courtyard; and
three-storey flats.  The Group has been
entered in the Register of the National
Estate by the Australian Heritage

Commission and nominated to the Interim Heritage Place Register of the Australian Capital
Territory as an example of 20th Century architecture. 

Northbourne Housing Group (Photo courtesy
http://www.canberrahouse.com/profiles/northbourne.html)
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The following places in Dickson are listed on the ACT Heritage Council’s ACT Heritage
Places listing dated 18 February 2003:

Status Section and Block

1 Northbourne Avenue

1 Dickson Library Section 30 Block 13

1 Northbourne Flats (see also Turner) Section 12 Block 1

1 Northbourne Housing (refer also Lyneham) Section 1 Block 4

Section 12 Block 1

Section 6 Block 41

Status 1 Nominated to an Interim Heritage Place Register.  These places are being assess

according to priorities established by the ACT Heritage Council

There are no designated heritage sites in Dickson, however, the table above identifies
nominated sites.  It is also worth noting that in 1995 the ACT Chapter of the Royal
Australian Institute of Architects honoured the work of the architect Enrico Taglietti, the
architect who designed the Dickson Library, with a 25-year award for sustained
architectural excellence. 

Natural environment and open space networks

Notably, rising to the east of Dickson, are Mount Majura and Mount Ainslie and to the
southwest is Black Mountain.  All three landforms are prominent physical features of the
landscape that provide a backdrop to Dickson and are visible from various vantage points
within the neighbourhood.

"At the eastern end of Dickson the view is both framed by the magnificent bush-

clad ridge of Mount Ainslie and Majura forming an arresting visual backdrop to the

suburb.  Majura Avenue on the southern boundary defines an axial vista between

Black Mountain and Mount Majura reflecting Griffin’s emphasis on landscape

elements articulating the city plan, whilst Antill Street on the northern boundary

focuses on O’Connor Ridge and Mount Majura.  

Antill street, Phillip and Majura Avenues are handsome streets with their avenue

effects enhanced by splendid street trees, including various oaks and eucalypts.

Dickson is the suburb of oak trees with fourteen of the thirty-five streets planted

with oaks, some having more than one species."  

(Source: Professor Ken Taylor, ABC Radio, 27 January 2003.)
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The establishment of the mature
trees which line the streets of
Dickson are very much part of the
suburban settlement pattern.
Dickson’s landscape of tree lined
streets, mature garden trees and
shrubs is impressive.  Part of the
reason for this is that the
Yarralumla Nursery supplied every
new home with 200 trees during
the early 1960s that was later
reduced to 40 trees and 60 shrubs.

Susan Conroy in her Cultural Profile report on Dickson quotes from one of the
collaborations she undertook, a story of a fellow taking to his tree allocation with a chain
saw to "fit them" on the block:  "Ah, so that’s why I had to cut out so many trees when I
first moved in". 

There is a wide variety of trees in Dickson – including native and exotics.  The view from
Mount Majura in Autumn presents an image of mature suburbs with tree-lined streets
which change colour dramatically.

Eucalypts (Eucalyptus), oaks (Quercus), ash (Fraxinus), wattles (Acacia), plane trees
(Plantanus) and cherry trees (Prunus) are among the most common plantings in the streets
of Dickson.  Oaks and eucalypts can be found on Antill Street (Quercus robur, Quercus
lusitanica; Eucaluptus bicostata, Eucalyptus mannifera ssp. maculosa).  Dumaresq Street is
a classic example of mature street trees where the canopy meets gracefully and delightfully
over the middle of the street.  These trees are Oaks (Quercus lusitanica var. mirbeckii).  

Moncrieff Street is lined with Ash (Fraxinus x ‘raywoodii)’ and Karuah Street is one of the
rare streets to have a mixed planting. Some streets have plantings of the very attractive
Autumn display tree -  Chinese Pistache (Pistacia chinensis) – for example Dibbs, Dooring
and Ruse Streets.

Walkers and cyclists are well aware
of what is commonly known as "the
drain" – a concrete structure that
runs from east to west through the
suburb of Dickson and along the
southern edge of the shopping
centre.  The drain is part of the
storm water system and is a
tributary of the Sullivans Creek
catchment system.  Sullivans Creek
originates north of Gungahlin and
runs through Lyneham, O’Connor,

Turner and Acton and disperses into Lake Burley Griffin in the West Basin area.  The
concrete drain corridor also provides a pedestrian/cycle link between the employment and
commercial areas of Dickson and Civic and the Australian National University.

One of Dickson’s beautiful, mature tree-lined streets

The concrete drain – a tributary of Sullivans Creek
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Dickson also has a small park located on Hope Street and large playing fields located to the
north east of Dickson on Antill Street which host a number of local and regional sporting
activities.  The playing fields, and Dickson College grounds and the stormwater channel
combined form a large open space belt that creates a landscape edge to residential areas of
Dickson.  (Please refer to the Dickson Neighbourhood Appreciation map on page 17.)

Built environment and building types  

Dickson’s built form has much variety.  Approximately half of the neighbourhood is
comprised of commercial, retail and community facilities – including Dickson College, and
open space (the playing fields located in the north east part of the suburb).  The remaining
half of Dickson is largely residential.  

Built forms in the residential area include single storey detached houses, two storey
duplexes (semi-detached) and some dual occupancies and multi-storey units.  Although
redevelopment pressure in Dickson has been minimal to date, there will inevitably be
considerable change in the south western corner for these areas identified as having B11,
B12 and B13 area specific policies as these areas will allow increased residential density.
(Please refer to map B11-B13 Residential Overlays on page 18.)

Dickson’s Existing Residential Character 

The basic structure of Dickson is geometric in pattern, with tree-lined streets and wide
verges.   It is somewhat based on Walter Burley Griffin’s interest in ‘domestic communities’
as he saw the areas framed by his radial avenues as "social units for that larger group… the
neighbourhood group, with one handy district school or more for the children, and with local
playground, game fields, church, club, and social amenities accessible without crossing
traffic tracks…" (Source: Model Communities – The Garden City Movement in Australia:
Robert Freestone: Nelson, Melbourne Australia 1989.)  

The neighbourhood is situated on primarily flat land to the east of Northbourne Avenue.


