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Submission against the cross-border transporting of large volumes of waste into the city at 
Fyshwick. 

On page 36 of Appendix E Transport Impact Assessment is the following statement; 

Figure 6.10 indicates that vehicles are expected to arrive from the north as well as 
the south along Newcastle Street. However, Windellama Landfill is expected to be 
a substantial generator of traffic associated with materials arriving or leaving the 
site.  

“Materials arriving” needs explanation.  If a maximum of 95000tpa of residual waste is 
estimated each year to go to Windellama landfill, a distance of 90km from Canberra, what is 
the generated traffic associated with arrivals at the site? 

This sounds like landfill mining.  

If the waste is capable of being recovered or reused and if it is already delivered to or at 
Windellama, then the processing of that waste for beneficial use must also occur at 
Windellama.  Any reclaimed sand or aggregate could be brought to Fyshwick for use in the 
cement batching and cement manufacturing facility from Windellama thus involving 
considerably fewer heavy vehicles on a round trip of 180km.  

This would have clear environmental benefits and reduce adverse impacts on the local 
environment, with fewer vehicles on the streets of Canberra, less diesel fumes, cleaner air, 
and no cement crushing with the risk of fugitive silica dust, heavy metal aerosols or 
accidentally released asbestos.  The Molonglo River would not face potential 
pollution.  There would be less noisy machinery and large visible stockpiles of waste.  The 
general amenity of the area would be preserved for all Canberrans. 

Trucking waste from Windellama is unreasonable as it is the double handling of asbestos 
waste into Fyshwick which is at the end intended for Windellama anyway. Why it is being 
brought to Fyshwick first for temporary storage is unknown and unreasonable.  Conducting 
the polluting activities at Windellama and using Fyshwick for manufacturing concrete 
products is reasonable.  The polluting activities must be kept as far away from the heavy 
populated city as possible. 

Relocation of the site is the first thing that should be considered in assessing the value of 
mitigating measures for polluting industries in sensitive areas. 
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