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This report demonstrates how ACT NoWaste (the proponent) and the ACT Parks and Conservation Service (PCS)
have complied with the conditions in the approval decision for the Mugga Lane Resource Management Centre
Expansion (EPBC 2011/5808), during the 2020-2021 reporting period from 01 July 2020 to 30 June 2021.

Specifically:
e ACT NoWaste areresponsible for complying with conditions 1, 2, 4, and 11 in the approval decision.

e PCSareresponsible for complying with conditions 3, 10 and 12 in the approval decision.

e ACTNoWasteand the PCS are jointly responsible for complying with conditions 5, 6, 7,8 and 9 in the
approval decision.

In addition, this report alsodemonstrates how PCShas implemented the management planfor the Isaacs
Ridge Nature Reserve extension environmental offset area on behalf of ACT NoWaste.
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2. Compliance with conditions in EPBC Approval Decision 2011/5808 during the 2020-2021 reporting period

Condition Condition Responsibility Compliant/ Description
Number Non-compliant / Not
applicable

The approval holder must ensure thatthe ACT NoWaste Compliant A reporton the “Mugga Lane Resource Management

maximum area of Box-Gum Woodland removed Centre (MLRMC) — Ecological Assessment”, dated 31 May

on the projectsite is no greater than 9.8 hectares 2011 sets outthe boundaries of the Stage 5 landfill

(ha). expansion atthe MLRMC. The Box-Gum Woodland to be
removed from the project site will not be greaterthan 9.8
hectares.

2 To compensate for the loss of Box-Gum Woodland | ACT NoWaste Compliant Zoning changedin the Territory Plan to includea ‘Pc -
at the projectsite, within twenty four (24) months Nature Reserve’ overlay. Completed on the 12t" December
of the date of this approval, the approval holder 2014.
must formally incorporate the offset site into the
Isaacs Ridge Nature Reserve forconservation TPV Link
purposes as further prescribed in condition 3.

3 For the enduring conservation, management and PCS Compliant Draft plan submitted to the Minister on 17 Sept. 2014. The
monitoring of the offsetsite, the approval holder final plan addressing comments from the Commonwealth
must engage a suitably qualified person to develop was approved 10t May 2016. This plan was published on
an Offset Management Plan (OMP). The OMP must the ACT Government Offsets Register on 19t May 2016.
be submitted to the Minister forapproval within
six (6) months of the date of this approval. The Arevised version of the OMP was sent to the
OMP mustinclude details on: Commonwealth on the 28™ March 2017 seekinga change

i location of the offset site including clear to section 6.2.3whichwas approvedon the 19% April2017.
maps and accompanyingshapefiles; Thisamended OMP was published on the ACT Government
ii. historical, currentand intended future Offsets Registeron the 14% June 2017.

ecologicalvaluesof the offset site, with

referenceto its claimed offset scores;
iii. management of weedsand pathogens;
iv. management of pests and feralanimals;
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Condition Condition Responsibility Compliant/ Description
Number Non-compliant / Not
applicable

V. management of fire (in consideration of
ecologicalrequirements as well as
protection of life and property);

Vi. management of access (including fencing
and signage);
vii. active and passive revegetation;
viii. objectivesand performance measures in

relation to activities described in iii. to vii.
(these should make reference where
relevantto the claimed offset scores),
along with correspondingcontingency or
remedial measures;

iX. monitoring and reporting measures in
relation to activities described in iii. to vii.,
in consideration of relevant reporting
requirements of these conditions of
approval;

X. scheduling and costing estimates for
activities described in iii. to vii; and

Xi. provisions forthe transition of the offset
site to the Canberra Nature Park, which
includes a statement of commitment by
the relevantgovernment agencyto
ongoing maintenance and associated
annual resourcing.

4 Within fourteen (14) days of commencement of ACT NoWaste Compliant On 16 June 2015 Mr Manel Samarakoon (and the
the action, the approval holder must advise the Department) was advised in writing of the actualdate of
Departmentin writing of the actualdate of commencement.
commencement.
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Condition
Number

Condition

The approval holder must report non-compliance
with any of the conditionsof this approvalto the
Department within fourteen (14) business daysof
their identification of the non-compliance along
with the proposed remediation response where
appropriate. Once agreed with the Department,
any response must be implemented.

The approval holder must maintain accurate
records substantiating all activities associated with
or relevantto these conditions of approval,
including measures takento implement
management documents required by these
conditions of approval, and make them available
upon requestto the Department. Suchrecords
may be subject to audit by the Departmentor an
independentauditorin accordance with section
458 of the EPBC Act, or usedto verifycompliance
with these conditions of approval. Summaries of
audits will be posted on the Departments website.
The results of audits may also be publicised
through the generalmedia.

By 30 August of each yearafter approval of the
action, the approval holder must publish areport
on their website addressing compliance since the
previous report (orsinceapprovalin the case of
the firstreport), including implementation of any
management documents required by these
conditions of approval. Documentary evidence
providing proof of the date of publicationand non-
compliance with any of these conditions of

Responsibility

ACT NoWaste and
PCS

ACT NoWaste and
PCS

ACT NoWaste and
PCS

Compliant/
Non-compliant / Not
applicable

Not applicable

Compliant

Non-Compliant
(rectified)

Description

No non-compliances occurred.

Records held on file by ACT NoWaste and PCS,
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development
Directorate.

This reportfulfils the requirement of Condition 7 in the
Approval Decision. The report will be published by 30%
August 2021 on the Offsets Register.

2019-20report: published 10t" Sep 2020 (non-compliant
(rectified))

2018-19report: published 29t" Aug 2019 (compliant)
2017-18report: published 14* Jun 2018 (compliant)
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Condition Condition Responsibility Compliant/ Description
Number Non-compliant / Not
applicable

approval mustbe provided to the Department at 2016-17report: published 18" Jun 2017 (hon-compliant
the same time as the compliance reportis (rectified))
published.

2015-16report: published 14t" Oct 2016 (compliant)
2014-15report: published 18" Jun 2015 (compliant)

8 Upon the direction of the Minister, the approval ACT NoWaste and Not applicable No auditrequested.
holder mustensure thatan independent audit of PCS
compliance with these conditions of approval is
conducted and areport submitted to the Minister.

The independent auditor must be approvedby the
Minister priorto the commence ment of the audit.
Audit criteria must be agreed to by the Minister
and the auditreport mustaddress the criteriato
the satisfaction of the Minister.

9 If the approval holder wishes to carryoutany ACT NoWaste and Not applicable
activity otherwise than in accordance with PCS
management documents required by these
conditions of approval, the person taking the
action must submitto the Department for the
Ministers written approval a revisedversion of that
managementdocument. The varied activity shall
notcommence until the Minister has approvedthe
varied management documentin writing. The
Minister will notapprove a varied management
documentunless the revised management
documentwouldresultin an equivalentor
improved environmental outcome overtime. If the
Minister approves the revised management
document, that management document must be
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Condition Condition Responsibility Compliant/
Number Non-compliant / Not
applicable

11

12

implementedin place of the management

document originallyapproved.

If the Minister believes thatitis necessary or PCS Not applicable
convenientforthe better protection of matters of

national environmental significance to do so, the

Minister may request that the person taking the

action make specifiedrevisions to a management

documentspecifiedin the conditions and submit

the revised management documentforthe

Ministers written approval. The approval holder

must comply with any such request. The revised

approved managementdocument mustbe

implemented. Unless the Minister has approved

the revised management document, thenthe

approval holder must continue to implement the

management document originally approved, as

specifiedin the conditions.

If, at any time after five (5) years fromthe date of = ACT NoWaste Not applicable-
this approval, the approval holder has not Compliant
substantially commenced the action, thenthe

approval holder must not substantially commence

the action without the written agreement of the

Minister.

Unless otherwise agreedto in writing by the PCS Compliant
Minister, the approval holder must publishall

management documents referredto in these

conditions of approval on their website within one

(1) month of being approved.

Description

The action has substantially commenced.

The final updated OMP was published on the ACT
Government Offsets Registeron 14th June 2017.
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3. Implementation of the Offset Management Plan
The following table describes how the ACT Parks and Conservation Service (Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate) has undertakenthe
management actions described within the Offset Management Plan for the 2020-2021 reporting season on behalf of ACT NoWaste (the proponent).

Activity Description (from OMP) Estimated Actions / Comments
Timeframe for (from 01 July2020- 30 June 2021)

Completion(as
described in OMP)

Biomass ¢ A Biomass Management Plan will be developedto Biomass managementis being handled through the Herbage Mass
management guide the management of the understorey Management program and involves the monitoring and management of
biomass within the offsetareas. native animal abundance to control biomass amounts. This is informed by
o The plan will outline the biomass requirements for herbage mass guidelines and monitoring data.

the conservation values protected withinthe

offsetarea (i.e.the White Box - Yellow Box -

Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland community)

and how these requirements will be monitored to

assist inform the offset management program.
EnvironmentImpact | e Seek advice from Conservation Research to Asrequired This has not been required this year.
Statement (EIS) determineifan EISisrequired before undertaking

any works that could impact the soil or vegetation

(e.g. erosion controlworks)
Pathogen e Develop an information hand-out for key 2015-2016 Complete. Details in previous reports.
Management staff, contractors and volunteers on the risks

from Phytophthora cinnamomi and

associated management protocols for

working within the offset area.

e These management procedures will be

revised immediatelyif a P. cinnamomi

infestation s identified in the vicinity of, or

within the offset area.

Site Clean-up General site clean-up including: old fencing 2016-2017 Complete.
materials, tyres, general litterand discarded farm
products.
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Activity Description (from OMP) Estimated Actions / Comments
Timeframe for (from 01 July2020- 30 June 2021)

Completion(as
described in OMP)

Fencing e Replacement or repair of boundary fences 2016-2017 andon-
and gates. going maintenance

Ongoingas required. Minor maintenance was undertaken this year.

o New fences to be installed using wildlife
friendly specifications.
Access (Tracksand e Maintain existing tracks to ensure they 2017-2018 andon- Tracks have been maintained where required. Some track rationalisation
Trails) remain suitable for emergencyaccess. Some | 8oing maintenance to minimise impact of infrastructure-relatedaccesswas undertaken.
attention may need to be paid to erosion
control on sections of the track.
e Any maintenance activities will need to be
planned to ensure minimal disturbance to
areas with good quality track side vegetation.
General Information e Three general parksigns, one placed at the 2016-2017,andon- | Signage was maintained as appropriate.
Signage northern end and twoat the southern end of = going maintenance
the offset area.
e Three signs identifying prohibited activities
will also be installed.

Weed control e To reduce the impact of weeds of concern, On-going Weed controlwas conducted in the offsetareaduring the reporting
namely: Paterson’s curse, St John’s wort, period. Weeds controlledincluded Serrated Tussock, African Lovegrass,
saffron thistle and sweet briar. St. John’s Wort, Broadleaf and Chilean Needlegrass.

e Prevent further spread of Phalaris.

e Spot spraying is the preferred method of
control.

e Contractors must be able to identify native
and exotic species to avoid off-target

The landscape scale program to control African Lovegrass establishedin
2018-19isongoing.

damage.
Invasive Vertebrate = e Undertake a low-risk rabbit and fox control On-going e Spotlight counts were performedin spring 2020 and autumn
control program. 2021.
e Rabbitpopulation numbers were low and no control was
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Activity Description (from OMP) Estimated Actions / Comments
Timeframe for (from 01 July2020- 30 June 2021)

Completion(as
described in OMP)

e Coordinate activities with those on Isaacs necessary.
Ridge Nature Reserve and with adjacent land e Acameratrapping program for detectionof foxes and cats was
owners as is practicable. implementedin 2019. Monitoring continuesannually.
Over-abundant e Contribute to the implementation of the On-going Kangaroo monitoring and management was successfullyundertakenin
vertebrate species Kangaroo Management Plan. This funding autumn and winter 2021 in line with the Kangaroo Management Plan and

includes kangaroo monitoring to inform the the Herbage Mass guidelines.

management program.

o Depending on the outcomes from the
kangaroo management program, funding may
be re-diverted to erect fencing to exclude
kangaroos from up to 20 hectares of the
offset area. The biomass within this area will
then be monitored to determine
improvements in plant growthand
recruitment compared to grazed areas
outside the exclusion area. Placement will
depend on kangaroo movements relative to
adjacent roadways and subject to the
necessaryapproval processes

Gully Erosion Works are required to remediate gullyerosionon 2017-2018 Erosion managementfor the site continues.
site.
Revegetation e Shrubs will be planted within the ‘Box Gum 2017-2018 Plantings were maintained.

Woodland Derived Grassland’ and ‘Box Gum
Woodland’ areas. The latter will be
undertaken post thinning of the thick stands

The acacia planting program implementedin Autumn 2020 continued,
with an additional 500 tube stock. 700 plantings were added in the

of Eucalyptus regeneration. 2019/20reporting period.
Woody debris Source fallen timberand relocate to offsetarea. Completed Completedin 2014-15.
relocation
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Activity Description (from OMP) Estimated Actions / Comments
Timeframe for (from 01 July2020- 30 June 2021)

Completion(as
described in OMP)

Ecological thinning Ecological thinning of thicklyregenerating 2016-2017 Thinning complete 2016-17.
Eucalyptus trees aimed to improve growth and
maturation of remaining trees by reducing Monitoring of the vegetation within the plots will be carried out every3-5
competition for nutrients and waterand will yearsfor the next20years.
hopefully reduce the spread and proliferation of
parasitic insects. It also enables the development of Logistical issues with project equipment, as well as site conditions (e.g.,
stands with a diverse age structureand increased 2019/20bushfires), have delayed plans to revisit the projectin recent
habitat complexity. Section6.2.3. years. Itis currently plannedto occurin 2022.
Kangaroo Monitor kangaroo populationsas required for On-going Monitoring counts and management were conducted.
monitoring operations underthe Kangaroo Management Plan.
Vegetation e Baseline assessmentof the extentand condition | Spring2015andon- | e Baseline monitoring was conducted by consultantsin 2012and 2016
Monitoring (Box of the White Box — Yellow Box — Blakely’sRed | going e 2017 monitoring was delayed for ayear so detailed mapping of
Gum Grassy Gum Grassy Woodland community within the woodlands couldbe completed by external consultants and monitoring
Woodland offsetarea (using Biometricand Umwelt (2012) plots stratified across all woodland condition classes.
monitoring) methodologies) e Plotbased monitoringrecommenced in 2018 using a consistent
e Botanical monitoringof floristicconditionand protocol outlinedin federaland ACT Government guidelines. This plot-
diversity by contractor everythreeyears based monitoring continued in 2019/20 for BGW condition. BGW
thereafter. monitoring will not be undertaken again until 2023.

o Floristic and understorey structure monitoring was undertaken by
offsetsin-house ecologistsin 2018,2019and 2020. Floristic monitoring
will not be undertakenagain until 2023.

e Understorystructure and weed monitoring will continue annually at
the site to inform grazing, fire and other management programs.

e The 2017 mappingindicates that the site contains 35.26 ha of EPBC-
quality BGW and 1.67 ha of low quality BGW that does not meet EPBC
listing criteria (due to a combination of understorey exoticdominance
and low ground-layer forb diversity). 2017 mapping is broadly
consistent with 2012 mapping, except forthe 1.67ha of low quality
BGW.

e Reportsare publishedon the Environmental Offsets website and
Offsets Register.
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Activity Description (from OMP) Estimated
Timeframe for
Completion(as

Actions / Comments
(from 01 July2020- 30 June 2021)

described in OMP)

Monitor Rare Plants = e  Develop a program with the ACT Government 2015-2016
ecologists to monitor the eightrare plant
species within the offsetarea

OMP Review e Thereviewofthe OMPas per section11 2018

Staff e To deliverthe actions outlined in this plan On-going
resources to supporta parttime Senior Ranger
(Ranger Grade 3) positionand vehicle are
required.

Training e Allpersonal,including contractors, involvedin | Asneeded.
managing the offsetarea mustbe trained in the
requirements and appropriate management of
White Box — Yellow Box — Blakely’s Red Gum
Grassy Woodland.

e Monitoringdataisreportedon in the 2018/19 Monitoring Report, and

2019/20 Monitoring Report, to be published on the Offsets Register
and Offsets Websitein August2021.
Complete. None of the rare species were located. Future monitoring of
rare plantspecies will be undertaken by the Conservation Research
Sciencearm of ACT Government.

This planis currently under review. Submission of draft Isaacs Offset
ManagementPlan 2021-2026to the Department estimated by theend
of2021.

A permanent Senior Ranger Grade 3 (R3) officer was recruited to deliver
the actions of this plan on 1 October2016. The Isaacs offsetareais one of
multiple offsets areas managed by the ranger and therefore, the
expenditure on salaryis weightedaccordingly.

Trainingis on-goingas required.
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4, Other Actions

Below are other actions that have been undertakenin relation to the site, as well as notable results.
Actions / Comments

Activity

Description

Restoration

Restoration

Restoration

Eucalyptus blakelyi diebackmanagement

Seed collection

Monitoring

Soil testing and tree assessments for Eucalyptus blakelyi dieback management were conducted. An

ecologicalburnfor Eucalyptusblakelyi dieback management was planned, however it has been
postponed to the 2021/22 financial year due to site conditions.

Seed collection of ground cover species was conducted to assist with restoration projects.

Swainsona Recta was discoveredfor thefirst time in approximately 20 years during Spring.

Monitoring Annual woodland bird monitoring Woodland birds are monitored by suitably qualified in-house ecologists as part the woodland bird
following the methods outlined in the monitoring program. This monitoring is consistently undertaken seasonally (every three months, four
2018/19and 2019/20 Annual Monitoring | times a year), and was undertakenin 2018, 2019,2020, 2021 and will be completed in Summer2022.
Reports

Monitoring Photo monitoring - Undertaken as partof = Photo monitoring points have been establishedin the Offset Area, co-located with the vegetation
the Box—Gum Woodland monitoring monitoring plots. These points assesschange over time and will help to determine the effectiveness of

active management of interventionssuch as gully erosion control, weed control, regenerationand
revegetation (if appropriate).

This was undertaken as part of the Box—-Gum Woodland monitoring in 2016. Photo-points were
undertakenin 2018,2019 and 2020 as part of the vegetation monitoring. Currently on site there are
15 photo monitoring points associated with vegetation monitoring plots.

Future monitoringis planned for2023,2026, 2029, and 2032

Pestmanagement Monitoring Exotic bird specieshave notbeenrecordedon the site in three years.
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