
THARWA 
DRAFT VILLAGE PLAN

A NEW VISION FOR THE 
THARWA VILLAGE
THE ACT GOVERNMENT HAS PREPARED A DRAFT VILLAGE PLAN FOR 
THE THARWA VILLAGE.

The Tharwa Draft  Village Plan aims to foster the protection and enhancement of 

Tharwa’s unique character and build upon the value the village contributes to the local 

community, tourism and recreational opportunities for Canberra. 

A range of strategies and actions are proposed that aim to address the key challenges 

and opportunities that were identified for the village through earlier community 

engagement. These focus on the village core, Cuppacumbalong and the river corridor. 

Tharwa is important to those who live, work and visit there and the development 

of this village plan is intended to maintain its village character and strengthen its 

culture and lifestyle.

Key recommendations proposed by the draft  village plan include:

 »  MAKING the village core an appealing, social, recreational and creative hub for the 

local community while also attracting visitors to experience the qualities of a rural 

village lifestyle.

 » ENSURING that Cuppacumbalong Homestead Precinct expresses and enhances the 

story of Tharwa.

 » PROTECTING and enhancing Tharwa’s history (both Aboriginal and European) and its 

unique natural environment.

DROP IN SESSIONS
 » SATURDAY 29 JULY 2017 11:30AM – 1:30PM AT 

CHARLES CONDER PRIMARY SCHOOL, 134 TOM ROBERTS AVENUE, CONDER.

 » 5 OR 12 AUGUST 2017 XXX AT THARWA HALL

XXX

HAVE YOUR SAY
  

HTTP://YOURSAY.ACT.GOV.AU

 
THARWA@ACT.GOV.AU

   
ACCESS CANBERRA ON 13 22 81 

(ASK FOR THE EPSDD MASTER PLAN TEAM)

COMMENTS CLOSE ON
FRIDAY 25 AUGUST 2017 

HOW THE VILLAGE 
PLAN MAY BE 
IMPLEMENTED
WHEN THE VILLAGE PLAN IS FINALISED, THE FOLLOWING MAY OCCUR:

TERRITORY PLAN 
VARIATION
A variation to the Territory Plan recommending some minor land use changes and to 

revise the existing Tharwa Precinct Code will implement some of the planning policy 

recommendations. 

The precinct code will provide the opportunity for the building character, setbacks 

and land uses outlined in the village plan to be realised as development occurs. 

SALE OF TERRITORY-
OWNED LAND
Some Territory-owned land may be identified as appropriate to sell for uses that meet the 

needs of the market and community. Territory-owned land in Tharwa includes the five 

existing residential blocks in the northern part of the village. 

PUBLIC DOMAIN 
UPGRADES
Infrastructure and public space improvements are required to realise the vision and 

some of the strategies inthis village plan. This will involve further investigations by various 

government agencies and funding consideration through future government budget bids. 

COMMUNITY 
OPPORTUNITIES
Subject to approvals by the ACT Government, the Tharwa community is encouraged to 

explore ways to use the vacant or underutilised facilities in the village core for low cost, 

rapidly implemented, community initiated projects that would build momentum for the 

revitalisation of the village.
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THE VILLAGE PLAN 
STUDY AREA
THARWA IS ONE OF FIVE RURAL VILLAGES LOCATED IN THE ACT. THE 
VILLAGE IS SITUATED ON THE WEST BANK OF THE MURRUMBIDGEE 
RIVER, 34 KILOMETRES SOUTH OF CANBERRA’S CITY CENTRE AND 
APPROXIMATELY 5 KILOMETRES SOUTH-WEST OF THE SUBURBAN 
EDGE OF TUGGERANONG.

Tharwa is bounded by the Murrumbidgee River to the east, Sawyers Gully to the south 

and rural holdings with Box–Gum Woodland to the west and north. 

The village comprises a small number of residential cottages and community facilities 

located within a formal grid pattern at the northern end of the village.

The historic Cuppacumbalong Homestead Precinct, a group of artisan properties and 

Outward Bound Australia’s national base and campsite are at the southern end. Two 

historic cemeteries are located at either end of the village.

WHAT WE HEARD 
FROM YOU 
The first stage of community engagement provided an opportunity for the local 

residents and community to express what is important to them, their concerns and 

aspirations for the future of Tharwa. 

Key findings from this stage of engagement included:

 » Support for some new development provided it respects the village character and 

heritage values. 

 » Concern about poor infrastructure, including water, telephone and internet, as 

well as the closure of the Tharwa Primary School.

 » Cuppacumbalong Homestead was considered a major attractor for Tharwa and 

many in the community considered it should be open to the public more oft en.

 » The importance of the Murrumbidgee River for the town’s character and 

the opportunity to strengthen the focus of the river for recreation and 

environmental activities.

 » Concern with a perceived decline in activity in the arts precinct and a reduction of 

community events.

 » The need for renewed community uses and commercial activity in the core area of 

the village.

 » Concern that there was no defined village centre and that the road and cycle 

connections to the south of Tuggeranong required improvement. 

HOW THE DRAFT VILLAGE 
PLAN RESPONDS
The input from the first stage of community engagement helped develop planning 

principles for the village.

PRINCIPLE 1:  Retain and enhance the existing rural village character 

and identity.

PRINCIPLE 2:  Provide locally-based economic, tourism, recreation and 

community opportunities for long-term viability.

PRINCIPLE 3: Ensure Tharwa is accessible and well connected.

PRINCIPLE 4:  Protect and conserve the environmental value of Tharwa’s 

natural heritage.

PRINCIPLE 5: Promote sustainability.

LEGEND

1  THARWA BRIDGE

2  THARWA PRESCHOOL/PRIMARY SCHOOL

3  GENERAL STORE

4  THARWA PUBLIC HALL

5  ST EDMUNDS ANGLICAN CHURCH

6   CUPPACUMBALONG HOMESTEAD

7  OUTWARD BOUND

8  ONYONG GRAVE SITE

1  THARWA DRIVE

2  TIDBINBILLA ROAD

3  NAAS ROAD
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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES OUTLINED BELOW BRING TOGETHER THE BACKGROUND ANALYSIS AND 
THE OUTCOMES FROM COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FROM THE FIRST STAGE OF THE VILLAGE PLAN PROCESS.

THE MAIN CHALLENGES 
FOR THARWA INCLUDE:

 » the protection of vulnerable environmental assets that bound the village, 

including Box–Gum Grassy Woodlands and the Murrumbidgee River; 

 » the lack of village form and identity with a poorly defined main street and village 

square, and underutilised land within the village limits; 

 » limited walking and cycling connections linking the northern and southern parts 

of the village;

 » vacant and underutilised community facilities that reduce places for the local 

community to gather;

 » limited opportunity for economic activity with only one existing block zoned for 

commercial use; 

 » a stationary population with gaps in some age groups that may threaten the 

future viability of the village;

 » aged infrastructure including the existing non-potable water supply is unreliable, 

and the water supply for fire fighting requires improvement;

 » community sentiment about the future of the village with opinions varying 

significantly on the type and extent of activity and any additional development in 

the village.

THE MAIN OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR THARWA INCLUDE:

 » the natural heritage that Tharwa provides for diverse cultural and recreational/

adventure and possibly environmental education opportunities; 

 » the significant opportunity to expand the provision of cultural education to the 

broader community for Aboriginal and European cultural heritage;

 » reinforcing Tharwa’s identity and public domain by building upon its heritage to 

provide a rural retreat away from the heavily urbanised Canberra;

 » improving pedestrian connections throughout the village to link its significant 

landmarks;

 » assessing the existing community facilities to provide new opportunities to 

enhance Tharwa’s cultural and social life;

 » encouraging smart goals for growth development that maintain the distinctive 

rural character of the village;

 » releasing five vacant residential blocks within the existing village limits for single 

dwellings that reflect the existing rural character of Tharwa; and 

 » investigating opportunities for alternative services infrastructure to showcase ‘off  

the grid’ renewable energy technologies and sustainability measures.
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VISION
The vision for Tharwa has been developed from feedback from the community and broader government policies. It captures what is valued about the 

village and sets out what the village could be in the future.

THARWA VILLAGE IS A WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE MEETING PLACE FOR THE COMMUNITY 
WHERE PEOPLE CAN GET CLOSER TO NATURE AND EXPERIENCE THE SPECIAL QUALITIES 
OF A RURAL VILLAGE LIFESTYLE. 

CHARACTER STATEMENT
Set at the foot of Mount Tennent, overlooking the Murrumbidgee River, Tharwa 

Village is a small but picturesque landmark in an expansive rural landscape setting 

of regional significance.

Tharwa is a human scale village with modest buildings made of practical and functional 

materials and intimate laneways that show off  productive gardens and livestock—all 

underpinning a tranquil and rural lifestyle. 

The Tharwa character speaks of a deep vein of resilience with multi-generational 

families staying in the district and an attitude of ‘making do’ to conserve precious 

resources and the heritage of the village.

SPATIAL FRAMEWORK
The draft  village plan incorporates the vision and principles, and responds to the 

identified challenges and opportunities. The Spatial Framework map below shows how 

land use, public domain and connections could be arranged and delivered, illustrating 

how Tharwa could physically adapt into the future.
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PRECINCTS
THE THARWA DRAFT VILLAGE PLAN IDENTIFIES THREE DISTINCT PRECINCTS—THE VILLAGE CORE, HISTORIC 
CUPPACUMBALONG AND THE RIVER CORRIDOR. 

The strategies and actions below provide a path to implementing the village plan in accordance with the planning principles. The strategies 

also include planning policy recommendations, which will be translated into a future precinct code. 
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PRECINCT 1: VILLAGE CORE
Outcome 1: The village core is an active recreational and creative hub for the community

A vibrant village has an obvious centre with an attractive civic space where the 

community can come together. Upgrading the forecourt to Tharwa General Store to 

a ‘village square’ will enrich the lives of the community and enhance the viability of 

surrounding business and community facilities. 

Providing good walking and cycling connectivity between the village square and the 

rest of the village will encourage the sharing of the economic and social benefits.

Maintaining the existing fine-grain character of the residential parts of the village 

core will ensure the rural village character is retained.

Relevant principles: 1, 2, 3, 5.

PRECINCT 2: HISTORIC CUPPACUMBALONG 
Outcome 2: Cuppacumbalong Homestead Precinct will express and enhance the 

story of Tharwa

Cuppacumbalong Homestead Precinct is the anchor of the precinct and retaining its 

character and viability is important.

Good connectivity with the rest of the village will encourage walking and cycling 

opportunities for the community and tourists and ensure this precinct forms an 

integral part of the village.

Relevant principles: 1, 2, 3, 5

PRECINCT 3: RIVER CORRIDOR
Outcome 3: Protect and enhance the natural environment

Addressing the diminished conservation value of the riparian zone of the 

Murrumbidgee River will benefit both local recreation opportunities for the village 

and the regional hydrological and ecological functions of the river as an integral 

part of the Murray–Darling Basin.

Tharwa Bridge Reserve is an important ‘green’ civic space with a long history of 

recreational use. It increases appreciation for the natural environment for locals 

and visitors.

Tharwa Explorer Track is an established recreation walking trail along the river 

corridor. Connecting it to new pathways in adjacent precincts will create a more 

continuous walkable network.

Relevant principles: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5



HAVE YOUR SAY 
ON THE THARWA DRAFT VILLAGE PLAN

A NEW VISION 
FOR THE THARWA VILLAGE
THE ACT GOVERNMENT HAS PREPARED 
A DRAFT VILLAGE PLAN FOR THE THARWA VILLAGE.

The Tharwa Draft  Village Plan aims to foster the protection and 

enhancement of Tharwa’s unique character and build upon the 

value the village contributes to the local community, tourism and 

recreational opportunities for Canberra. 

A range of strategies and actions are proposed that aim to address 

the key challenges and opportunities that were identified for the 

village through earlier community engagement. These focus on the 

village core, Cuppacumbalong and the river corridor. 

Tharwa is important to those who live, work and visit there and 

the development of this village plan is intended to maintain its 

village character and strengthen its culture and lifestyle.

Key recommendations proposed by the draft  village plan include:

 » MAKING the village core an appealing, social, recreational and 

creative hub for the local community while also attracting 

visitors to experience the qualities of a rural village lifestyle.

 » ENSURING that Cuppacumbalong Homestead Precinct 

expresses and enhances the story of Tharwa.

 » PROTECTING and enhancing Tharwa’s history (both 

Aboriginal and European) and its unique natural environment.

DROP IN SESSIONS
CHARLES CONDER PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
134 TOM ROBERTS AVENUE, CONDER.

 » SATURDAY 29 JULY 2017 11:30AM – 1:30PM

THARWA HALL, 
XXX.

 » 5 OR 12 AUGUST 2017 

HAVE YOUR SAY
  HTTP://YOURSAY.ACT.GOV.AU

 THARWA@ACT.GOV.AU

   ACCESS CANBERRA ON 13 22 81 
(ASK FOR THE EPSDD MASTER PLAN TEAM)

COMMENTS CLOSE ON 
FRIDAY 25 AUGUST 2017 


