
 
 

17 September 2020 

 
 
Chief Planning Executive 
Environment Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate 
Email: EPDCustomerServices@act.gov.au; 

To Whom it May Concern, 

EIS Consultation for Integrated Resource Recovery Facility at Block 8 and 
Block 12 Section 28 Fyshwick  

This submission is on behalf of the Fyshwick Markets Group. The Fyshwick Markets Group do 
not support the proposed development of an Integrated Resource Recovery Facility (IRRF) to 
be located at 6-14 Tennant Street Fyshwick (Blocks 8 & 12, Section 28) due to a range of 
concerns with the proposed development. 

The primary reasons for the Fyshwick Markets Group objecting to the proposed development 
include the following: 

• Traffic impact of the development, in particular the cumulative traffic impact 
associated with this proposal and other new developments proposed in the 
surrounding area. 

• Waste source and consistency with waste management policies 

• Use for hazardous waste storage 

• Impact on local businesses and amenity of the area 

• Environmental impact, including potential impact on water quality including 
stormwater.  

Traffic impact 

The Traffic Impact Assessment appears fairly innocuous, however when considered in the 
context of other developments being proposed in the area, and the potential cumulative 
impact of multiple new developments generating heavy vehicular traffic in Fyshwick this could 
contribute to substantial traffic issues that are not fully addressed in the draft EIS. 

The Traffic Impact Assessment states that there will around 4,445 vehicles per week 
(equivalent to 26 vehicles per hour). This assessment also accounts for a potential peak 
volume of 80 vehicles per hour. Despite assurances that this will not be an issue, the 
assessment does note that the “eastern approach of the Newcastle/Collie Street intersection 
currently experiences lengthy queues under existing conditions.” It is assumed in the 
assessment that this increase in heavy vehicles will ultimately not be a major issue as heavy 
vehicles drivers leaving the site would try and avoid these queues by taking a different route. 

Overall a comprehensive traffic study of the area that accounts for the cumulative impact of 
multiple new developments would be beneficial. 

Clarification on waste source 

It is not clear from the draft EIS and associated documents where the waste being processed 
is coming from. Further clarification should be sought on whether the waste being processed 
at the proposed IRRF is mostly from inside the ACT or is part of Government Regional 
agreements. As local business owners we are concerned to understand whether the waste is 



 
 

largely from the proponent’s own landfill at Windellema in NSW. The Traffic Impact 
Assessment states that “However, Windellama Landfill is expected to be a substantial 
generator of traffic associated with materials arriving or leaving the site.” In other sections of 
the draft EIS it states that “The Project plans to accept waste from predominantly within the 
ACT.” These statements seem inconsistent and need to be clarified. 

Use for hazardous waste storage 

Likewise, it is unclear why this site needs to be used for the storage and transfer of asbestos 
containing material. There is already asbestos disposal at other sites within the ACT such as 
Mugga Way to cater for disposal and it is not explained why this site is needed for hazardous 
waste storage or importing hazardous waste from interstate.  

In addition, the draft EIS does not identify that Hi-Quality are seeking to use the site as a 
Hazardous waste facility (land for the collection, storage, treatment or disposal of hazardous 
waste). This should be clarified to accurately reflect the intended use of the site for these 
purposes, or to remove this from the proposal. However, the broader question is, why 
transfer hazardous material to an interim site and not dispose of this immediately in a secure 
facility? We do not support this site being used for the storage or transfer of hazardous 
materials. 

Impact on local businesses and amenity of the area 

The proposed IRRF while located on a site predominantly zoned General Industrial, is 
surrounded on most sides (apart from the eastern perimeter), by sites zoned Industrial Mixed 
Use IZ2. These sites accommodate established land uses that are generally for bulky goods 
retail, this includes Domayne within 100m, Bunnings within 250m and the Canberra Outlet 
Centre within 500m. The use of the site for waste management is incompatible with these 
existing uses and will result in a substantial increase in heavy vehicular traffic, particularly on 
weekends. This is incompatible with the predominantly light vehicular traffic for retail 
shopping in the immediate area. Given the nature of this section of Fyshwick as 
predominantly light industrial mixed use development, the proposed use is incompatible with 
the existing and established uses. 

Environmental impact 

We are concerned the draft EIS does not full address how the potential environmental 
impacts will be mitigated. It is not clear to the lay reader how stormwater pollutants etc. will 
be prevented and the potential impacts on the Molonglo River catchment. We appreciate 
that there it may be challenging to summarise complex technical information in a coherent 
fashion, however these aspects do require further explanation for Canberrans concerned with 
the impact on the natural environment. 

 

In summary, the Fyshwick Markets Group believes that this proposal will be detrimental to 
local businesses and the Fyshwick area more broadly and that the draft EIS does not address 
the cumulative impact of multiple developments being proposed in this area. We would like 
to understand how development of such waste management facilities forms part of an 
overarching strategic land use planning process that recognises the potential impacts on 
established local businesses and does not occur on an ‘ad hoc’ basis. 

Please contact Barbara Irvine of the Fyshwick Markets Group on 
office@fyshwickmarkets.net.au if you wish to discuss the outlined concerns further.  
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