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Summary 

Biosis Pty Ltd has been commissioned by Golder Pty Ltd to conduct the necessary field investigation 

and prepare this Ecological Assessment Report (EAR), to assess the potential impacts of the 

construction of a waste management and recycling centre at 14 Tennant Street, Fyshwick, ACT. 

The study area for this ecological assessment incorporates the area to be directly impacted by the 

proposed development (i.e. the development footprint on Block 8, Section 28) and the surrounding 

areas that may be indirectly impacted (Block 12, Section 28, refer to Figure 1). Specifically, the study 

area comprises of approximately 10.3 hectares of land zoned IZ1: General Industry (Block 8, Section 

28 and Block 12, Section 28 that runs through Block 8, refer to Figure 1) and IZ2: Industrial Mixed Use 

and IZ1: General Industry as identified by ACTmapi and in accordance with the ACT Territory Plan 2008, 

developed under the Section 46, Planning and Development Act 2007.  

This EAR assesses the ecological significance of threatened flora and fauna species, and Endangered 

Ecological Communities (EECs) that occur, or have the potential to occur, within the area to be 

impacted upon by the proposed development. This report is prepared in accordance with the 

Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), Planning and Development 

Act 2018 (P&D Act) and the Nature Conservation Act 1980 (NC Act). 

No threatened flora species were recorded within the study area. Given the considerable survey 

effort expended within the study area and the high level of historical disturbance, it is considered 

highly unlikely that any threatened flora species occurs within the study area. 

A small portion of the of the study area that would have originally supported one ecological 

community listed as critically endangered pursuant to the EPBC Act and Endangered pursuant to the 

NC Act is Natural Temperate Grassland. However, a history of intensive grazing, pasture improvement 

and tree thinning/prevention of recruitment has highly reduced the quality of the ecological 

community throughout the study area. As stated in Action Plan No. 27, ‘Unmodified’ ‘Partially 

Modified’ and ‘Moderately Modified’ Yellow Box Red – Gum Lowland Woodland are considered to 

constitute the Endangered Ecological Community under the NC Act. As such, recorded vegetation 

types within the study area do not conform to the NC Act listed EEC.  

No threatened fauna, flora species or Endangered Ecological communities were recorded within the 

study area during field investigations. Given the considerable survey effort expended within the study 

area during the optimal survey season for most ACT threatened flora and fauna, it is considered 

highly unlikely that any threatened flora or fauna species occur within. 

As such, referral of the proposed development to the Federal Environment Minister for assessment 

against the provisions of the EPBC Act is not required.  
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1 Introduction 

Biosis Pty Ltd has been commissioned by Golder Associates Pty Ltd to conduct the necessary field 

investigation and prepare this EAR to assess the potential impacts of the construction of an Integrated 

Resource Recovery Centre located at 14 Tennant Street, Fyshwick, ACT. 

The objectives of this EAR are to: 

 Identify the ecological values of the study area. 

 Assess the potential for significant impacts upon threatened species and ecological communities and 

migratory species. 

This EAR assesses the conservation significance of the study area in terms of threatened species, populations 

(and their habitats) or ecological communities that occur, or have the potential to occur in the study area in 

accordance with the requirements of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 

Act), Nature Conservation Act 1980 (NC Act), and the Planning and Development Act 2018 (P&D Act). 

This EAR has been prepared on the basis of: 

 The aerial photograph and proposed development footprint provided to Biosis by Golder Associates 

Pty Ltd. 

 The results of completed database searches. 

 Information gained from a variety of relevant literature sources, notably the:  

– EPBC Act Policy Statement 3.5 – White Box – Yellow Box – Blakely’s Red Gum grassy 

woodlands and derived native grasslands (DEH 2006). 

– Action Plan No.27 – Woodlands for Wildlife ACT Lowland Woodland Conservation Strategy 

(ACT Government 2004). 

– Action Plan No.28 – A Vision Splendid of the Grassy Plains Extended ACT Lowland Native 

Grassland Conservation Strategy (ACT Government 2005). 

 Field investigation completed to record and assess the ecological values of the study area, including 

the identification of EPBC Act and NC Act listed endangered ecological communities and potential 

habitat for listed threatened flora and fauna. 

 The knowledge of the authors regarding the flora, fauna (and associated habitat) and ecological 

communities of the general locality, specifically those of recognised conservation significance. 
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2 Background 

The ecological values of the study area are described below and mapped in Figure 2. 

2.1 Landscape context 

The study area is located approximately eight kilometres south east of the Canberra Central Business District 

(CBD), with the site and development footprint located on Block 8, Section 28 accessible primarily via Tennant 

Street, Fyshwick (Figure 1). The study area encompasses approximately 10.3 hectares of land zoned IZ1: 

General Industry (Block 8, Section 28 and Block 12, Section 28 that runs through Block 8, refer to Figure 1) 

and IZ2: Industrial Mixed Use and IZ1: General Industry (remaining Block 12, Section 28) as identified by 

ACTmapi.   

2.1.1 Topography and Soils 

Regional soil landscape mapping indicates that the study area occurs primarily on the Williamsdale 

Transferral landscape Group (Jenkins 2000). The Williamsdale group soil landscape is characterised 

undulating rises, valley flats and depressions on Silurian volcanics of the Canberra Lowlands to 550 - 650 

metres above sea level. This soil landscapes was associated originally with a savannah woodland community 

which had been cleared and replaced with sheep and cattle production areas predominantly represented by 

native grasses. 

2.1.2 Hydrology  

The study area is within the Molonglo River catchment area. There is one unnamed ephemeral drainage line 

and two artificial dams that were observed (without water) in the south western portion of the study area but 

area not identified on ACTmapi. These have been included in Figure 2.  

2.2 The proposed development 

The proposed development will involve the following: 

 The clearance of trees and other woody vegetation where required within the development footprint. 

 Substantial reshaping of the land to provide a profile suitable for the establishment and operation of 

the proposed development. 

 Construction of a waste management facility with the following assets:  

– Bulk excavation works and a perimeter bund 

– Construction of storage and processing facilities and their associated road and infrastructure.  

– Construction of a Concrete batch plant 

– Installation of four sediment basins. 
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3 Legislative context 

3.1 Commonwealth 

3.1.1 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The EPBC Act is a Commonwealth mechanism that requires proposed ‘actions’ to be assessed in terms of 

their potential impact upon Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES). MNES currently listed 

under the EPBC Act are: 

 World Heritage properties 

 Natural heritage places 

 Wetlands of international importance (Ramsar wetlands, CAMBA, JAMBA and ROKAMBA) 

 Threatened species and ecological communities 

 Migratory species 

 Commonwealth marine areas 

 Nuclear actions (including uranium mining). 

Where a potential impact on a MNES may occur as a result of a proposed ‘action’, the significance of that 

impact must be assessed. Guideline criteria for determining whether an impact is significant are provided 

under the Act. Where a proposed action will, or is likely to, have a significant impact on a MNES, a referral to 

the Commonwealth Environment Minister must be prepared. The purpose of the referral is to determine 

whether a proposed action requires approval and/or controls under the EPBC Act. 

3.2 Territory 

3.2.1 Nature Conservation Act 2014  

The NC Act is the primary legislation for the protection of native plants and animals in the ACT and for the 

management of the conservation reserve network. The NC Act protects native plants and animals, and 

provides management authority for conservation lands. It provides the legal underpinning of nature 

conservation policy, management and action across the ACT. 

Where a proposed action has the potential to impact (directly or indirectly) upon NC Act listed threatened 

species or ecological communities, the NC Act requires that such potential impacts be assessed. An important 

definition provided in the NC Act is that for ‘native vegetation’; native vegetation is defined as present if: 

 trees or shrubs indigenous to the area have a canopy cover of 10% or greater in any stratum; and 

 no more than 60% of the ground layer vegetation cover is exotic annual; and 

 native plants indigenous to the area comprise 50% or more of the perennial ground layer vegetation 

cover (grasses, small shrubs, forbs, sedges etc.). 

3.2.2 Planning and Development Act 2018 

The P&D Act is the overarching legislation for assessing and coordinating input into development 

applications. It determines which activities require development approval and how to assess development 

proposals. Developments can be assessed by a Code, Merit or Impact Track.  
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Pursuant to the P&D Act, a development proposal will be assessed via the ‘Impact Track’ and require the 

preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) if the development will have any of the impacts listed 

under Part 4.3 of Schedule 4 of the Act.  

The ecological impacts that trigger the requirement to prepare an EIS are: 

Item 1.  If the proposal is likely to have a significant adverse environmental impact on a species that is vulnerable, unless the 

conservator of flora and fauna produces an environmental significance opinion that the proposal is not likely to have a 

significant adverse environmental impact. 

Item 2.  If the proposal will result in the clearing of more than 0.5ha of native vegetation on land that is not designated as a 

future urban area under the territory plan unless the conservator of flora and fauna produces an environmental 

significance opinion that the clearing is not likely to have a significant adverse environmental impact. 

When a proposed development requires an EIS, the Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate 

(ESDD) prepares a scoping document that identifies all matters that are to be addressed by the proponent in 

the EIS. 

With regard to the above, it is noted that amendments to the P&D Act have provided the opportunity for an 

application to be made for an Environmental Significance Opinion (ESO) from the ACT Conservator for Flora 

and Fauna for proposals that are regarded as unlikely to result in a significant adverse environmental impact 

(in relation to the triggers identified above). Under Section 138AB of the P&D Act, if the Conservator issues an 

ESO, the proposed development may become exempt from the requirement to prepare an EIS and the 

development application can be made in the Merit Track. The Development Application (DA) in the Merit 

Track would still need to be supported by a Statement of Environmental Effects in accordance with Section 

120 (f) of the Act and Criterion 17 of the Non Urban Zones Development Code. The Statement of 

Environmental Effects would usually include an environmental assessment report outlining the potential 

environmental impacts which may occur as a result of the proposed development. 

 



 

© Biosis 2018 – Leaders in Ecology and Heritage Consulting  6 

4 Methodology 

4.1 Taxonomy 

The plant taxonomy (method of classification) used in this report follows the most recent Flora of New South 

Wales (Harden 2002). Names of vertebrates follow the Census of Australian Vertebrates (CAVs) maintained by 

the Department of Environment and Energy (DEE). In the body of this report plants and vertebrates are 

referred to by both their common and scientific names when first mentioned. Subsequent references to 

these species cite the common name only. 

4.2 Literature and database review 

A list of the documents used to prepare this report is provided in the References section.  

Records of threatened species, populations and ecological communities listed pursuant to the EPBC Act were 

obtained from the DEE online EPBC Protected Matters Search Tool from within a 5 kilometres radius of the 

study area (search conducted on 7 July 2018).  

4.3 Threatened and migratory species likelihood of occurrence 

The likelihood of occurrence for threatened flora species and threatened and/or migratory fauna species is a 

broad categorisation used by Biosis to indicate the potential for a species to occur within the site. It is based 

on expert opinion, the results of targeted surveys, the findings of the completed desktop and field 

investigation and comparison of these findings with the recognised distribution and preferred habitat of each 

species.  

The determination of likelihood is expressed as unlikely, low, medium or high (Table 1). If a species has been 

identified on site during our field investigation or by other confirmed records then it is documented here as 

having been ‘confirmed'. 

Threatened and migratory species listed pursuant to the EPBC Act and habitat for threatened/migratory 

species which may occur within a five kilometre radius of the study area were obtained from the DEE EPBC 

Act Protected Matters Search Tool. Threatened species listed exclusively under the NC Act which may occur 

within the locality are well known to the author and have been added to the assessment. 

The completed likelihood of occurrence assessments are provided in Appendix C.  

Table 1 Likelihood of occurance criteria  

Likelihood 

of 

occurrence 

Potential criteria for likely occurrence in the site 

Recorded  Recorded in the site during current assessment. 

 Records in the site, as indicated by background research. 

High  Species/ecological communities recorded in the site during current or previous assessment/s. 

 Aquatic species recorded from connected waterbodies in close proximity to the site during current or 

previous assessment/s. 
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Likelihood 

of 

occurrence 

Potential criteria for likely occurrence in the site 

 Sufficient good quality habitat is present in the site or in connected waterbodies in close proximity to 

the site (aquatic species). 

 The site is within species natural distributional range (if known). 

 Species has been recorded within five kilometres or from the relevant catchment/basin. 

Medium  Records of terrestrial biota within five kilometres of the site or of aquatic species in the relevant 

basin/neighbouring basin. 

 Habitat limited in its capacity to support the species due to extent, quality, or isolation. 

Low  No records within five kilometres of the site or for aquatic species, the relevant basin/neighbouring 

basin. 

 Marginal habitat present (low quality and extent). 

 Substantial loss of habitat since any previous record(s). 

Unlikely   Habitat not present in the site 

 Habitat for aquatic species not present in connected waterbodies in close proximity to the site. 

 Habitat present but sufficient targeted survey has been conducted at an optimal time of year and 

species wasn’t recorded. 

4.4 Field investigation 

An assessment of the proposed development footprint was completed on 6 August 2018 by two ecologists to 

record and assess the ecological values within, including the identification of EPBC Act and NC Act listed 

endangered ecological communities and potential habitat for listed threatened flora and fauna.  

The classification and condition assessment was conducted in accordance with the methodology for 

classifying lowland woodlands provided in the Survey guidelines for determining lowland vegetation classification 

and condition in the ACT (ACT Government 2010) (the ‘Vegetation Survey Guidelines’). Specifically, the field 

investigation included: 

 Assessing and mapping the vegetation within each study area. 

 Identifying the presence of, or habitat for, flora and fauna species and ecological communities listed 

as threatened pursuant to the EPBC Act (i.e. Matters of National Environmental Significance) and the 

NC Act. 

 Identifying any flora species considered 'rare or uncommon' in the ACT. 

 Identifying areas which meet the criteria for 'Native Vegetation' pursuant to the NC Act. 

 Assessment of any key habitat values (e.g. waterways, hollow-bearing trees). 
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5 Results 

5.1 Description of the study area 

The study area is predominantly cleared of native vegetation where the current land use is predominantly 

general Industrial. Outside of the study area, land use is mixed comprising of IZ1: General industry, IZ2: 

Industrial mixed, NUZ4: River Corridor and NUZ1 Broadacre: designated. The surrounding site is considered 

to have been subject to historical agricultural zoning where extensive past clearing of native vegetation and 

intensive grazing by cattle is evident. It is relevant to note that along the south western boarder of the study 

area, the proportion of the exotic pasture comprised of native species is quite consistently well below 50%. 

The study area provides limited connectivity to both bushland remnants and the Molonglo River as a result of 

historical land clearing and current land uses. One heavily vegetated water body (Figure 2), presumably 

utilised as a sediment detention basin, was observed in the western portion of the study area where it would 

provide suitable foraging habitat for native fauna. A small isolated dam, without water at the time of the field 

investigation, was located at the south-eastern extent of the study area providing limited foraging habitat for 

native fauna. 

In addition to the above, a number of areas within the study area have been disturbed to the point that they 

retain very low or no natural values. These areas comprise of residual industrial buildings and horticultural 

amenity plantings with species such as Narrow-leaved Black Peppermint Eucalyptus nicholii, Tasmanian 

bluegum Eucalyptus globulus, Ribbon Gum Eucalyptus viminalis and large stands of Monterey Pine Pinus radiata 

which bordered the majority of the study area. 

Numerous weeds common to such pastoral lands occur at varying levels of infestation throughout the study 

area, including Flatweed Hypochaeris radicata, African Love Grass Eragrostis curvula, Scotch Thistle Onopordum 

acanthium, Paspalum Paspalum dilatatum, Flaxleaf Fleabane Conyza bonariensis and St Johns Wort Hypericum 

perforatum. The easement section of the study was dominated by large stands Blackberry Rubus fruticosus, 

Serrated tussock Grass Nassella trichotoma and Firethorn Pyracantha spp. 

5.2 Ecological community assessment 

Given the geographical characteristics (elevation, aspect, geology etc.) of the study area and the floristic 

composition of the vegetation communities occurring within and adjoining the study area, it can be 

determined that pre European settlement, the study area would have supported a mosaic of temperate 

lowland woodland types.  

The study area would have most likely supported the Tablelands Yellow Box Eucalyptus melliodora – Blakely’s 

Red Gum Eucalyptus blakelyi grassy woodland (commonly known in the ACT region as the Box Gum Grassy 

Woodland ecological community). Prior to European settlement, this ecological community occurred across 

much of the mid to lower elevation land (i.e. approximately 600 to 900m AHD) occurring within the ACT and 

the surrounding Southern Tablelands of NSW.  

The relatively high fertility of the soils on which Box Gum Grassy Woodland occurs has resulted in the 

widespread clearance and/or modification of the ecological community for pastoralism and agriculture. This 

deliberate clearance combined with ongoing threats (including pasture improvement, intensive grazing, weed 

invasion etc.) have resulted in an extensive reduction of the area supporting the ecological community in the 

ACT region.  
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The few remnants of the Box Gum Grassy Woodland ecological community that remain largely intact within 

the ACT region are characterised by a groundstorey dominated by native grasses with a particularly high 

diversity of native forbs (i.e. herbaceous, non-grassy/non-grass-like plants) (ACT Government 2004). 

Via visual inspection of the study area, the following can be determined regarding the land management 

practices implemented during the past and present: 

 Tree and vegetation clearance; 

 Pasture improvement  

 Creation of hardstand and construction footprints for developable areas.  

5.3 Threatened ecological communities 

5.3.1 Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The following two threatened ecological communities (TECs) were identified on the Department of the 

Environment's EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool as potentially occurring within the study area are 

outlined below: 

 Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands of NSW and the Australian Capital Territory – 

(Endangered, EPBC Act). 

 White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland (Critically 

Endangered, EPBC Act). 

Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands of NSW and the Australian Capital 

Territory - listed as endangered pursuant to the EPBC Act  

The Natural Temperate Grassland TEC is characterised by grassy vegetation dominated by moderately tall 

(25–50 centimetre) to tall (50–100 centimetre), dense to open tussock grasses in the genera Austrodanthonia, 

Austrostipa, Bothriochloa, Poa and Themeda. Up to 70% of all plant species may be forbs. The community may 

be treeless or contain up to 10% cover of trees, shrubs or sedges. Natural Temperate Grassland occurs within 

the geographical region of the Southern Tablelands of NSW and the ACT at altitudes between 560m in central 

and northern parts of its distribution and 1200m in the south, in valleys influenced by cold air drainage and in 

broad plains (DEH 2006).  

This community is not considered to inhabit the study area as a result of historical clearing and ongoing 

landscape altering practices. 

White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland - listed 

as critically endangered pursuant to the EPBC Act 

The White Box - Yellow Box - Blakely's Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland TEC is 

characterised by a species-rich understorey of native tussock grasses, herbs and scattered shrubs (where 

shrub cover comprises less than 30% cover), and a dominance or prior dominance of White Box and/or 

Yellow Box and/or Blakely’s Red Gum trees. This TEC occurs along the western slopes and tablelands of the 

Great Dividing Range from southern Queensland through New South Wales and the Australian Capital 

Territory to Victoria. (DEH 2006). 

This community is not considered to inhabit the study area due to historical clearing and ongoing landscape 

altering practices. 
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5.3.2 Nature Conservation Act 2014 and Planning and Development Act 2007 (ACT) 

As stated in Action Plan No. 27, ‘Unmodified’ ‘Partially Modified’ and ‘Moderately Modified’ Yellow Box Red – 

Gum Lowland Woodland are considered to constitute the Endangered Ecological Community under the NC 

Act. As such, recorded vegetation types within the study area do not conform with the NC Act listed EEC.  

5.4 Flora  

A total of 33 vascular plant species were recorded from the study area, comprising 15 naturally occurring 

indigenous species, five native planted specimens and 13 exotic species. A list of plant species recorded 

within the study area is provided in Appendix A. 

5.4.1 Significant flora  

No EPBC Act and/or NC Act listed threatened flora species, are identified as ‘species or species habitat likely to 

occur within area’ on the EPBC Protected Matters Search Tool.  

A list of the threatened flora species and ecological communities that have potential to occur within the study 

area is presented in Appendix C. The list of species is sourced from the Protected Matters Search Tool (DEE; 

accessed on 3/07/2018). 

5.5 Fauna 

A total of 11 fauna species were recorded from the study area during the completed surveys, comprising 10 

birds. Of these fauna species, 10 are native and one are exotic species. A list of all fauna species recorded 

within the study area is provided in Appendix B.  

5.5.1 Fauna habitat 

Suitability, size and configuration of vertebrate fauna habitats broadly correlate to the structure, connectivity 

and quality of local and regional vegetation types. The fauna habitats within the study area consist of planted 

areas, exotic pasture, ephemeral drainage lines and dams. Finer scale habitat features include an exotic 

ground and shrub layer, and feeding resources in the blossoms, fruits and exudates of mature Eucalypt trees. 

Animal species occurring in the locality may utilise some of these features wholly or partly, in conjunction with 

one another, or may depend entirely on one specific habitat type. A list of all fauna species incidentally 

recorded during the completed field survey is provided as Appendix B. 

5.5.2 Farm dams and creeklines 

A number of dams/detention basins have been constructed within the southern part of the study area. One 

of which supports fringes of emergent macrophytes and would provide habitat for the Eastern Long-necked 

Turtle Chelodina longicollis and the numerous common frogs which occur in the locality. The study area is also 

traversed by numerous ephemeral drainage features, some of which appear to convey water for extended 

periods following significant rainfall. The habitat provided by these waterbodies/courses is not considered to 

be of any greater significance than that provided by the many other similar features throughout the locality. 

5.5.3 Significant fauna species 

Eighteen EPBC Act and/or NC Act listed threatened or terrestrial migratory fauna species, are identified as 

‘species or species habitat likely to occur within area’ on the EPBC Protected Matters Search Tool. These 

species and an assessment of their likelihood of occurrence within the study area is provided in Appendix C. 

Appendix C includes a list of the significant fauna species that have potential to occur within the study area. 

The list of species is sourced from the BirdLife Australia data search and the Protected Matters Search Tool 

(DEE; accessed on 03/07/2018).
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6 Impact assessment 

6.1 Potential impacts on threatened flora 

No threatened plant species were recorded within the study area during the field investigation. Furthermore, 

as discussed in Table 2, given the results of the completed desktop assessment and field investigation, it is 

considered highly unlikely that any threatened flora species or habitat for such occur within the study area.  

In accordance with the above, referral of the proposed development to the Federal Environment Minister for 

assessment against the provisions of the EPBC Act is not considered warranted for impacts upon any 

threatened flora species. 

6.2 Potential impacts on threatened fauna 

Where there is potential habitat (foraging, roosting, breeding resources etc.) for threatened fauna species in 

the study area, further consideration must be given to the significance of potential impacts of the proposed 

development on these species. Developments and other proposed activities may impact upon threatened 

species by causing any of the following: 

 death to or injury of individuals 

 loss or disturbance of limiting foraging resources 

 loss or disturbance of limiting breeding resources. 

Limiting resources are specialised habitat components that a species is dependent on for its ongoing survival. 

Such limiting resources are predominantly associated with specialised breeding habitats (such as tree hollows 

or suitable nest/maternity roost sites) that occur at low densities, with high levels of competition from a range 

of species. However, for some species, limiting resources include specialised foraging habitats that have a 

restricted distribution (e.g. Koalas feeding only on specific tree species). 

No threatened fauna species were recorded during the field investigation completed. Furthermore, as 

discussed in Table 5, given the results of the completed desktop assessment and field investigation, it is 

considered unlikely that the study area supports limiting resources or habitat of any substantial significance 

to any threatened fauna species. 

In accordance with the above, referral of the proposed development to the Federal Environment Minister for 

assessment against the provisions of the EPBC Act is not considered warranted for impacts upon any 

threatened fauna species. 

6.3 Potential impacts on endangered ecological communities 

The study area provides limited connectivity to both bushland remnants and the Molonglo River as a result of 

historical land clearing and current land uses. One heavily vegetated water body (Figure 2), presumably 

utilised as a sediment detention basin, was observed in the western portion of the study area where it would 

provide suitable foraging habitat for native fauna. A small isolated dam, without water at the time of the field 

investigation, was located at the south-eastern extent of the study area providing limited foraging habitat for 

native fauna. 
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As such, referral of the proposed development to the Federal Environment Minister for assessment against 

the provisions of the EPBC Act is not considered warranted for impacts upon the listed ecological community. 

6.4 Assessment against the ACT P&D Act EIS triggers 

Pursuant to the P&D Act, a development proposal will be assessed via the ‘Impact Track’ and require the 

preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) if the development will have any of the impacts listed 

under Part 4.3 of Schedule 4 of the Act.  

The ecological impacts that trigger the requirement to prepare an EIS of relevance to the proposed 

development are detailed below. An assessment of the proposed development against each of these triggers 

is also provided. 

Item 1.  If the proposal is likely to have a significant adverse environmental impact on a species that is vulnerable, unless the 

conservator of flora and fauna produces an environmental significance opinion that the proposal is not likely to have a 

significant adverse environmental impact. 

Given the results of the completed desktop assessment and surveys of the study area, it can be concluded 

that the proposed development is unlikely to result in a significant adverse environmental impact upon any 

threatened flora or fauna species. 

Item 2. If the proposal will result in the clearing of more than 0.5ha of native vegetation on land that is not designated as a 

future urban area under the territory plan unless the conservator of flora and fauna produces an environmental 

significance opinion that the clearing is not likely to have a significant adverse environmental impact 
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7 Conclusion 

This report assesses the ecological significance of threatened flora and fauna species, and Endangered 

Ecological Communities that occur, or have the potential to occur, within the area to be impacted upon by the 

proposed development, in accordance with the EPBC Act, P&D Act and the NC Act. 

Given the results of the completed desktop assessment and surveys of the study area, it is concluded that the 

proposed development is unlikely to significantly impact upon any EPBC Act and NC Act listed threatened 

fauna species.  

Two artificial dams/detention basins were observed (without water) within the southern part of the study 

area. The study area is also traversed by ephemeral drainage features, some of which appear to convey water 

for extended periods following significant rainfall. The habitat provided by these waterbodies/courses is not 

considered to be of any greater significance than that provided by the many other similar features 

throughout the locality. 

No threatened fauna, flora species or Endangered Ecological communities were recorded within the study 

area during field investigations. Given the considerable survey effort expended within the study area during 

the optimal survey season for most ACT threatened flora, it is considered highly unlikely that any threatened 

flora species occur within. 

As such, referral of the proposed development to the Federal Environment Minister for assessment against 

the provisions of the EPBC Act is not required. 
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Appendix A Flora 

Table 2 Flora species recorded within the study area  

Scientific name Common Name Exotic Species  Native Species  

Eucalyptus globulus Tasmanian bluegum  X (Planted) 

Eucalyptus mannifera Brittle Gum  X (Planted) 

Eucalyptus nicholii Narrow-leaved black 

peppermint 

 X (Planted) 

Eucalyptus rossii White Gum  X (Planted) 

Eucalyptus viminalis Ribbon Gum  X (Planted) 

Acacia dealbata Black Wattle  X 

Cassinia aculeata Dolly Bush  X 

Aristida ramosa Purple Wiregrass  X 

Austrodanthonia spp. Wallaby Grasses  X 

Elymus scaber Wheatgrass  X 

Eragrostis curvula African Lovegrass X  

Microlaena stipoides Weeping Grass  X 

Pinus radiata Monterey Pine X  

Phalaris aquatica Phalaris X  

Poa labillardieri Common Tussock Grass  X 

Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass  X 

Carthamus lanatus Saffron Thistle X  

Carex appressa Tall Sedge  X 

Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury X  

Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Rock Fern   

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle X  

Conyza bonariensis Flaxleaf Fleabane X  

Dichondra repens Kidney Weed  X 

Glycine tabacina Variable Glycine  X 

Hypericum perforatum St John’s Wort X  

Hypochaeris radicata Flatweed X  

Juncas australis Austral Rush  X 
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Scientific name Common Name Exotic Species  Native Species  

Lomandra multiflora Many-flowered Mat-rush  X 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain X  

Pyracantha spp Firethorn  X  

Nassella trichotoma Serrated tussock Grass X  

Rubus fruticosus Blackberry X  

Rumex brownii Swamp Dock  X 

Vittadinia muelleri Narrow-leaf New Holland Daisy  X 

Wahlenbergia spp. Bluebell species  X 
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Appendix B Fauna 

Table 3 Fauna species recorded within the study area during field surveys 

Scientific name Common Name 

Birds 

Acanthiza chrysorrhoa Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

Chenonetta jubata Australian Wood Duck 

Cracticus torquatus Grey Butcherbird 

Columba livia* Feral Pigeon 

Corvus coronoides Australian Raven 

Eolophus (Cacatua) roseicapillus Galah 

Grallina cyanoleuca Magpie-lark 

Gymnorhina tibicen Australian Magpie 

Ocyphaps lophotes Crested Pigeon 

Petroica boodang Scarlet Robin 

Platycercus eximius Eastern Rosella 

*Exotic species 

 



 

© Biosis 2018 – Leaders in Ecology and Heritage Consulting  xix 

Appendix C Likelihood of occurrence and habitat assessment 

Table 4 Threatened flora species recorded / predicted to occur within five kilometres of the study area 

Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

Allocasuarina verticillata Drooping Sheoak  RA  Unlikely Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous records 

in relation to the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely 

This species is native to 

south-eastern Australia, 

from Tasmania north to 

central New South Wales, 

and west to South Australia 

where it grows in diverse 

habitats, from coastal 

headlands and plains, to 

rocky outcrops on inland 

ranges. 

Caladenia tessellata Thick Lip Spider Orchid VU  1942 Unlikely One record has been documented 

within a five kilometre radius of 

the site. Residing vegetation does 

not support a suitable habitat for 

this species. Given the previous 

record and lack of preferred 

habitat in the site the likelihood of 

occurrence is considered Unlikely. 

Small orchid recorded from 

the Wyong, Ulladulla and 

Braidwood regions with the 

Kiama and Queanbeyan 

populations believed to be 

extinct. Found in a wide 

variety of communities 

including Central Gorge Dry 

Sclerophyll Forests, 

Cumberland Dry Sclerophyll 

Forests, Coastal Floodplain 

Woodlands and Subalpine 
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Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

Woodlands. Grows on clay 

loam or sandy soils. 

Dodonaea procumbens Creeping Hop-bush VU  # Unlikely Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous records 

in relation to the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

Low, spreading shrub 

occuring in the dry areas of 

Monaro between Michelago 

and Dalgety. Grows on near 

vertically tilted shale 

outcrops and in bare, open 

patches in a variety of 

communities including 

Natural Temperate 

Grassland, Snow Gum 

Eucalyptus pauciflora 

Woodland, Montane Lakes 

and Freshwater Wetlands.  

Grows on sandy-clay soils 

Eucalyptus aggregata Black Gum VU  # Unlikely  Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous records 

in relation to the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

Small to medium sized 

woodland tree growing in 

the NSW Central and 

Southern Tablelands in the 

south eastern highlands 

bioregion and on the 

western fringe of the 

Sydney Basin. Grows in the 

wetter, cooler areas of the 

Southern Highlands on the 

lowest parts of the 

landscape in poorly drained 
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Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

flats and hollows adjacent 

to creeks and small rivers. 

Associated with a variety of 

communities including 

Eastern Riverine Forests, 

Montane Bogs and Fens, 

Temperate Montane 

Grasslands, Subalpine 

Woodlands and Southern 

Tableland Wet Sclerophyll 

Forest. Grows in alluvial 

soils. 

Lepidium ginninderrense Ginninderra 

Peppercress 

VU  # Unlikely  Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous records 

in relation to the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

The only extant population 

of this species occurs in the 

north-west corner of 

Belconnen Naval 

Transmission Station in the 

suburb of Lawson in the 

ACT (which is the type 

locality). This site is on the 

flood plain of Ginninderra 

Creek, in Natural Temperate 

Grassland dominated by 

Austrostipa spp. and 

Bothriochloa macra. 

Lepidium hyssopifolium Aromatic Peppercress EN  # Unlikely Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

Erect, perennial herb 

confined to three 

populations, one at 
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Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous records 

in relation to the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

Bathurst, one at 

Bungendore and one near 

Crookwell. An individual 

was collected from 

Armidale in 1945 and 1958. 

Grows in a variety of 

communities including 

Temperate Montane 

Grasslands, Southern 

Tableland Grassy 

Woodlands, New England 

Grassy Woodlands and 

Western Slopes Grassy 

Woodlands.  

Leucochrysum albicans var. 

tricolor 

 EN  2014# Low 13 records has been documented 

within a five kilometre radius of 

the site. Residing vegetation does 

support a suitable habitat for this 

species. Given the age of the 

previous the likelihood of 

occurrence is considered low. 

Small perennial herb 

endemic to south-east 

Australia with small, 

fragmented populations 

distributed from Tasmania 

to New South Wales. 

Populations within NSW 

occur throughout the 

Southern Tablelands and 

the South Eastern 

Highlands, Australian Alps 

and Sydney Basin 

Bioregions. Grows in 

disturbed areas and 

intertussock spaces in 
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Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

grasslands, woodlands and 

forests. Grows in a variety 

of soils including clays, clay 

loams, stony and gravelly.  

Pelargonium sp. Striatellum 

(G.W.Carr 10345) 

Omeo Stork's Bill EN  # Unlikely  Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous records 

in relation to the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

Tufted perennial herb with 

a severely fragmented 

distribution in the 

Hawkesbury-Nepean, 

Murrumbidgee, Southern 

Rivers and North East 

Natural Resource 

Management Regions of 

NSW. Found growing just 

above the high water level 

of irregularly indundated or 

ephemeral lakes as well as 

exposed lake beds in 

Upland Wetlands of the 

New England Tablelands 

and Natural Temperate 

Grassland of the Southern 

Tablelands of NSW and the 

ACT.   

Pomaderris pallida Pale Pomaderris VU  #  Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Small compact shrub 

recorded from near Kydra 

Trig north-west of 

Nimmitabel, Tinderry 

Nature Reserve, the 
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Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

Given the lack of previous records 

in relation to the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

Queanbeyan, Shoalhaven 

and Murrumbidgee Rivers 

and the Byadbo area in 

Kosciuszko National Park. 

Found growing in 

association with Brittle Gum 

Eucalyptus mannifera and 

Red Stringybark E. 

macrorhyncha or Callitris 

spp. woodland in Southern 

Tableland Dry Sclerophyll 

Forests and Eastern 

Riverine Forests.  

Prasophyllum petilum Tarengo Leek Orchid EN EN # Unlikely  Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous records 

in relation to the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

Terrestrial orchid restricted 

to five sites within NSW at 

Boorowa, Captains Flat, 

Ilford, a Travelling Stock 

Route at Delegate and 10 

kilometres south-east of 

Muswellbrook. Found 

growing in open sites and 

patchy forest in Natural 

Temperate Grassland, Box-

Gum Woodlands, 

Temperate Montane 

Grasslands, Southern 

Tableland Grassy 

Woodlands, Subalpine 

Woodlands, Tableland Clay 
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Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

Grassy Woodlands, Western 

Slopes Grassy Woodlands. 

This species is cryptic and 

most visible when flowering 

between October and 

December. Grows in fertile 

soils. 

Rutidosis leptorrhynchoides Button Wrinklewort EN EN 2014# Medium  39 records have been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site.  

Whilst not recorded within the 

study area during field surveys, 

the northern portions of the site 

provides suitable habitat. As a 

result, it is considered that the 

likelihood of occurrence within the 

site is considered Medium.  

Low, multi-stemmed 

perennial herb with a 

scattered distribution of 

localised populations at 

Goulburn, Canberra-

Queanbeyan and 

Michelago. Found growing 

in the ecotone between 

woodland and grassland as 

well as disturbed sites in 

Box-Gum Woodlands, 

Natural Temperate 

Grasslands, Temperate 

Montane Grasslands, 

Southern Tableland Grassy 

Woodlands, Subalpine 

Woodlands and Western 

Slopes Grassy Woodlands. 

Grows in shallow, stony red-

brown clay loam soils. 
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Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

Swainsona recta Small Purple-pea E EN 1964# Unlikely Three records has been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation does not 

support a suitable habitat for this 

species. Given the previous record 

and lack of preferred habitat in 

the site the likelihood of 

occurrence is considered Unlikely. 

Small erect perennial herb 

with a scattered distribution 

at Carcoar, Culcairn and 

Wagga Wagga from which it 

is possibly extinct and from 

Queanbeyan and 

Wellington - Mudgee areas 

where it is still extant. 

Found growing on stony 

hillsides and in the grassy 

understorey of Upper 

Riverina Dry Sclerophyll 

Forests, Western Slopes Dry 

Sclerophyll Forests, 

Temperate Montane 

Grasslands, Floodplain 

Transition Woodlands, 

Southern Tableland Grassy 

Woodlands and Western 

Slopes Grassy Woodlands.  

Thesium australe Austral Toadflax VU  # Unlikely Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous records 

in relation to the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

Small, straggling herbwith a 

distribution comprising of 

small populations scattered 

along the coast of eastern 

NSW including the Northern 

and Southern Tablelands, 

Tasmania, Queensland and 

eastern Asia. A root parasite 

found growing on damp 
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Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

sites in grassland, grassy 

woodlands and coastal 

headlands often in 

association with Kangaroo 

Grass Themeda triandra in 

a variety of communities 

including New England Dry 

Sclerophyll Forests, Western 

Slopes Grasslands, 

Northern Tableland Wet 

Sclerophyll Forests, 

Brigalow Clay Plain 

Woodlands, Subalpine 

Woodlands and Maritime 

Grasslands. 
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Table 5 Threatened fauna species recorded, or predicted to occur, within 5 kilometres of the study area 

Scientific name Common name Conservation 

status 

Most 

recent 

record 

Likely 

occurrence 

in study 

area 

Rationale for likelihood 

ranking 

Habitat description* 

EPBC NC 

Birds 

Anthochaera 

phrygia 
Regent 

Honeyeater 

 E4A 2004 Unlikely. One record has been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation does not 

support a suitable habitat for 

this species. Given the previous 

record and lack of preferred 

habitat in the site the likelihood 

of occurrence is considered 

Unlikely. 

Regent Honeyeaters are semi-nomadic, 

occurring in temperate eucalypt 

woodlands and open forests. Most 

records are from box-ironbark eucalypt 

forest associations and wet lowland 

coastal forests. Nectar and fruit from 

mistletoes are also eaten. This species 

usually nest in tall mature eucalypts 

and sheoaks. 

Calidris ferruginea Curlew 

Sandpiper 

 E1 2009 Unlikely Five records has been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation does not 

support a suitable habitat for 

this species. Given the previous 

record and lack of preferred 

habitat in the site the likelihood 

of occurrence is considered 

Unlikely. 

Inhabits sheltered intertidal mudflats. 

Also non-tidal swamps, lagoons and 

lakes near the coast. Infrequently 

recorded inland. 

Climacteris 

picumnus victoriae 

Brown 

Treecreeper 

(eastern 

subspecies) 

 V 2013 Low 129 records have been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. Low 

quality habitat occurs within the 

Lives in eucalypt woodlands, especially 

areas of relatively flat open woodland 

typically lacking a dense shrub layer, 
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study area but the species is 

not considered to make any 

substantial use of the study 

area. 

with short grass or bare ground and 

with fallen logs or dead trees present. 

Daphoenositta 

chrysoptera 

Varied Sittella  V 2012 Low 33 records have been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation provides 

marginal habitat for this 

species. Given the previous 

records and suitability of 

habitat in the study area the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered low. 

The Varied Sittella is a sedentary 

species which inhabits a wide variety of 

dry eucalypt forests and woodlands, 

usually with either shrubby 

understorey or grassy ground cover or 

both, in all climatic zones of Australia. 

Usually inhabit areas with rough-

barked trees, such as stringybarks or 

ironbarks, but also in mallee and acacia 

woodlands, paperbarks or mature 

Eucalypts. The Varied Sittella feeds on 

arthropods gleaned from bark, small 

branches and twigs. It builds a cup-

shaped nest of plant fibres and cobweb 

in an upright tree fork high in the living 

tree canopy, and often re-uses the 

same fork or tree in successive years. 

Grantiella picta Painted 

Honeyeater 

 V # Unlikely Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous 

records in relation to the site 

the likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely 

Found mainly in dry open woodlands 

and forests, where it is strongly 

associated with mistletoe. Often found 

on plains with scattered eucalypts and 

remnant trees on farmlands. 

Hieraaetus 

morphnoides 

Little Eagle  V 2015 Low 248 records have been 

documented within a five 

The Little Eagle is most abundant in 

lightly timbered areas with open areas 
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kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation provides 

marginal habitat for this 

species. Given the previous 

records and suitability of 

habitat in the study area the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered as low.  

nearby providing an abundance of prey 

species. It has often been recorded 

foraging in grasslands, crops, treeless 

dune fields, and recently logged areas. 

The Little Eagle nests in tall living trees 

within farmland, woodland and forests. 

Lalage sueurii White-winged 

Triller 

 V 2016 Low 116 records have been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation provides 

poor habitat for this species. 

The species is not considered to 

make substantial use of the 

study area. 

During migration it occurs in open 

country with trees, from inland plains 

to coastal farmland. Breeds in open 

woodlands and scrublands, riparian 

woodlands, native pine and other 

scrub. 

Lathamus discolor Swift Parrot VU  2010 Unlikely Two records have been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation does not 

support a suitable habitat for 

this species. Given the previous 

record and lack of preferred 

habitat in the site the likelihood 

of occurrence is considered 

Unlikely. 

The Swift Parrot occurs in woodlands 

and forests of NSW from May to 

August, where it feeds on eucalypt 

nectar, pollen and associated insects.  

The Swift Parrot is dependent on 

flowering resources across a wide 

range of habitats in its wintering 

grounds in NSW. Favoured feed trees 

include winter flowering species such 

as Swamp Mahogany Eucalyptus 

robusta, Spotted Gum Corymbia 

maculata, Red Bloodwood C. gummifera, 

Mugga Ironbark E. sideroxylon, and White 

Box E. albens. Commonly used lerp 

infested trees include Grey Box E. 

microcarpa, Grey Box E. moluccana and 

Blackbutt E. pilularis. This species is 
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migratory, breeding in Tasmania and 

also nomadic, moving about in 

response to changing food availability. 

Limosa lapponica 

menzbieri 

Bar-tailed 

Godwit 

  # Unlikely Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous 

records in relation to the site 

the likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely 

The bar-tailed godwit (northern 

Siberian) occurs mainly in coastal 

habitats such as large intertidal 

sandflats, banks, mudflats, estuaries, 

inlets, harbours, coastal lagoons and 

bays. It has also been recorded in 

coastal sewage farms and saltworks, 

saltlakes and brackish wetlands near 

coasts, sandy ocean beaches, rock 

platforms, and coral reef-flats. 

Melanodryas 

cucullata 

Hooded Robin   V 1999 Unlikely Four records have been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation does not 

support a suitable habitat for 

this species. Given the previous 

records and lack of preferred 

habitat in the site the likelihood 

of occurrence is considered 

Unlikely. 

This species lives in a wide range of 

temperate woodland habitats, and a 

range of woodlands and shrublands in 

semi-arid areas. 

Petroica boodang Scarlet Robin  V 2013 Low Species was recorded on site in 

dense exotic vegetation. The 

study area is adjacent to 

farmland with patches of 

remnant vegetation.  Given the 

previous records and lack of 

preferred habitat in the site the 

likelihood of occurrence is 

considered low and the sighting 

The Scarlet Robin inhabits dry eucalypt 

forests and woodlands. The 

understorey is usually open and grassy 

with few scattered shrubs. During 

autumn and winter it moves to more 

open and cleared areas. The Scarlet 

Robin forages amongst logs and woody 

debris for insects. The nest is an open 
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is considered to be 

opportunistic rather than the 

species being dependent on the 

site for  habitat or foraging. 

cup of plant fibres and cobwebs, sited 

in the fork of a tree. 

Polytelis swainsonii Superb Parrot  V 2012 Unlikely Four records have been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation does not 

support a suitable habitat for 

this species. Given the previous 

record and lack of preferred 

habitat in the site the likelihood 

of occurrence is considered 

Unlikely. 

Found mainly in open, tall riparian River 

Red Gum forest or woodland. Often 

found in farmland including grazing 

land with patches of remnant 

vegetation. Forages primarily in grassy 

box woodland, feeding in trees and 

understorey shrubs and on the ground 

and their diet consists mainly of grass 

seeds and herbaceous plants.  

Rostratula australis Australian 

Painted Snipe  

 E1 2011 Low 32 records have been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation does not 

support a suitable habitat for 

this species. Given the previous 

record and lack of preferred 

habitat in the site the likelihood 

of occurrence is considered 

Low. 

Usually found in shallow inland 

wetlands including farm dams, lakes, 

rice crops, swamps and waterlogged 

grassland. They prefer freshwater 

wetlands, but have been recorded in 

brackish waters. Forages on mud-flats 

and in shallow water. Feeds on worms, 

molluscs, insects and some plant-

matter. 

Reptiles 

Aprasia 

parapulchella 
Pink-tailed 

Legless Lizard 

VU V # Unlikely Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous 

records in relation to the site 

Fossorial species, which lives beneath 

surface rocks and occupies ant 

burrows. It feed on ants, particularly 

their eggs and larvae. Thought to lay 

eggs within the ant nests under rocks 

that it uses as a source of food and 

shelter. Key habitat features are a cover 

of native grasses, particularly Kangaroo 

Grass (Themeda australis), sparse or no 
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 the likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

tree cover, little or no leaf litter, and 

scattered small rock with shallow 

embedment in the soil surface. 

Delma impar Striped Legless 

Lizard 

VU V # Unlikely Species has been not been 

recorded within five kilometre 

radius from the site. Residing 

vegetation does not support a 

suitable habitat for this species. 

Given the lack of previous 

records in relation to the site 

the likelihood of occurrence is 

considered Unlikely. 

Generally occurs in lowland native 

grasslands occurring on gently 

undulating plains having soils of 

basaltic origin. Grasses are dominated 

b perennial, tussock-forming grasses 

such as Themeda triandra, Austrostipa 

spp. and Austrodanothonia spp. Inhabits 

secondary grasslands only when they 

occur within 2km of primary grassland. 

Tympanocryptis 

pinguicolla 

Grassland 

Earless Dragon 

EN E1  Unlikely 2 records have been 

documented within a five 

kilometre radius of the site. 

Residing vegetation does not 

support a suitable habitat for 

this species. Given the previous 

record and lack of preferred 

habitat in the site the likelihood 

of occurrence is considered 

Unlikely. 

Occurs at sites dominated by wallaby 

grasses, spear grasses, Poa Tussock, 

Red Grass, Kangaroo Grass and 

introduced pasture grasses. It prefers 

areas open structure, with small 

patches of bare ground between the 

grasses and herbs. Partially embedded 

surface rocks, and spider and insect 

holes are used for shelter. Rocks and 

arthropod holes provide important 

thermal refuges. 

Invertebrates 

Synemon plana Golden Sun 

Moth 

CE EN 2017 Low The species has been recorded 

within the locality however the 

species habitat is not present 

within the study area. 

The Golden Sun Moth's is found in the 

area between Queanbeyan, Gunning, 

Young and Tumut. Occurs in Natural 

Temperate Grasslands and grassy Box-

Gum Woodlands, with groundlayer 

dominated by wallaby grasses of the 

genus Austrodanthonia. 




