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Introduction 

The Griffith Narrabundah Community Association (GNCA) is a not-for-profit incorporated 
association.  We have over 350 members and have been interacting with the ACT 
government on a range of issues for over 20 years.  Our main aims are to protect and 
promote the amenity and interests of the Griffith and Narrabundah communities, particularly 
in relation to the preservation of community facilities and open space.   
Although none of our members live in Fyshwick, most of us would visit there for goods and 
services on a regular basis.  We are concerned about the Integrated Resource Recovery 
Facility proposal and the effect this might have on Fyshwick if the IRRF goes ahead.  
 
The GNCA recommends that EIS20190000 for an Integrated Resource Recovery 
Facility at 6-14 Tennant St Fyshwick be refused for the reasons below 
 
1. The site is totally inappropriate for the activities being proposed 
Fyshwick is no longer the heavy industry centre it used to be.  It now contains a range of 
retail, service, recreational, trade-suppliers and technology businesses.  For example, there 
are companies involved in the media, sport, leisure, consumer retail, showrooms, offices, 
fabrication and repair, trade suppliers home furnishings and appliances, hardware, eateries, 
antiques, brewers, bakers and fitness clubs to name a few.   
It is not the place for processing, concrete waste, drilling mud and old oils or general 
household garbage.   
 
2. The traffic analysis is flawed 
You only have to drive near the Collie and Newcastle Street intersection at present to realise 
that ‘standard’ sized vehicles clog the surrounding roads on a daily basis.  Add to the current 
situation the impact of an additional vehicle every 50 seconds and, not only will the roads 
become unacceptably congested, but the road pavements will become damaged from the 
additional heavy trucks.  Tennant Street in Fyshwick is just not the place for the proposed 
facility. 
 
3. The air quality assessment is inadequate 
Clean air and good health go hand in hand, but there is no air quality monitoring station in 
Fyshwick.  The closest station is at Civic, which is 8km from the Hi Quality site. 
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We do not know the current level of pollution from unsealed roads and diesel fumes, let alone 
what might be generated from any future processing plant.  It also appears that particulate 
emissions from vehicles entering and leaving the site have not been included in the modelling 
of site emissions.  
Consequently, we are starting off in an unknown situation as far as air quality is concerned 
and would be moving into an even more unknown situation if the proposed processing 
facilities go ahead.  This situation is unacceptable. 

4. Fires and Floods
The EIS does not address adequately the risk of fire from stockpiles of flammable wood,
grease trap oil, construction and demolition materials, and other waste near populated areas.
In particular, what will be the limits on stockpiled wood?  Fires in waste processing facilities
can be disastrous and the risk at this site does not appear to have been adequately dealt with.

The site is well above the flood levels of the Molonglo River but, if as expected, climate 
change leads to more severe thunderstorms, then a future-oriented assessment should include 
at least a 0.5% Annual Exceedance Probability.  The EIS uses 10% for drains and 1% for 
estimating onsite detention pond storage capacity.  The disparity is not explained.  The 
modelling to prevent any accidental contamination of the Molonglo River and Lake Burly 
Griffin must be consistent and robust so that there is no seepage and no fluids leave the site 
unless tested, treated and, if necessary, removed. 

Conclusion 
GNCA strongly supports waste recycling and reuse to minimise landfill disposals.  However, our 
membership believes that major recycling and waste processing facilities should be sited away 
from busy urban areas such as Fyshwick.  The detrimental effects of more traffic and more 
pollution on the current businesses in Fyshwick should not be permitted.  

Consequently, the transfer, processing, and disposal of waste in Fyshwick should not 
be approved and the ACT Government should aim to encourage more re-cycling to 
reduce land fill.  

GNCA recommends that the EIS20190001 for an Integrated Resource Recovery Facility at 6-
14 Tennant St Fyshwick be refused. 

David Denham AM 
President Griffith Narrabundah Community Association. 
16 September 2020 
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