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Territory Plan and Co-ordination section CDED (480 NBA) 
Territory Planning Authority 
Access Canberra Building Services Shopfront 
Mitchell 
terrplan@act.gov.au 

Comment on Draft Plan Amendment 12 – Brindabella Christian College carpark – 
Lyneham Section 41 part Block 23 (DPA-12) 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE AMENDMENT 

Dear team 

I am writing in support of the Draft Plan Amendment 12 which, in my view, is consistent 
with the ACT Government’s long term pragmatic and common sense approach to the 
management of the Lyneham neighbourhood. 

Comments are due by 17 April 2026. 

Originally, in 2009, the extensions to Brindabella Christian College infrastructure were 
funded by the Rudd Federal Government’s ‘Building an Education Revolution’ program 
which was designed, in part, to urgently respond to the Global Financial Crisis of the 
preceding year. 

Since then, patterns of car ownership of senior students have changed increasing the 
demand for space for car parking at the school, perhaps in unexpected ways.  In this 
context, the use of the land adjacent to the new buildings for parking is perfectly 
understandable. 

Alternatives to the current approach of a car park for the school are not desirable.  
Increased competition for car parking at the Lyneham shops, increased traffic in and 
around the Lyneham Primary School and increased parking on residential side streets 
would be the inevitable outcomes: - all undesirable from the point of view of local 
residents, I would have thought. 

Should the land for the car park have been reserved for other urban uses?  Actually, it is 
very rare to see anyone using the adjacent land for any purpose at any time (maybe very 
occasionally some guys on a Saturday afternoon kicking a soccer ball, but there is still 
plenty of room for that on the available land).  So, it is really not the case that the 
amenity of the remaining land is diminished by the ongoing presence of the car park. 

Finally, my attention to this matter was raised by a letterbox drop made by the ‘Lyneham 
Community Association’.  The campaign letter drafted by this organisation ‘Save 
Lyneham Oval ‘is mainly devoted to the re-litigation of old issues using inflammatory 
language.  This seems unreasonable and unhelpful.  In fact, there must be a question 



mark about the authority for this organisation’s campaign since it is not clear that the 
Executive Committee has been elected consistent with the organisation’s (very 
detailed) constitution: at the very least, the Association does not appear to have been 
transparent about the processes leading to the installation of the current Executive 
Committee.   

In any case, its time to move on. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
27 March 2026 
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Territory Planning Authority 
Attention: Territory Plan and Coordination Section, CED (480 NBA) 
Access Canberra,  Building Services Shopfront 
8 Darling St 
Mitchell ACT  2911 
 

Draft Plan Amendment 12 – Brindabella Christian College car park – Lyneham 
Section 41, part Block 23 (DPA-12) 

 
 
Dear Territory Plan and Coordination Team, 
 
We write to support the amendment to the Territory Plan to allow the car park for 
Brindabella College.  At the outset we advise that we are not affiliated with the 
College; our sons went through the Lyneham Primary and High School system many 
years ago.  We do walk along the path which borders the open space to the 
Lyneham shops regularly. 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
We are not in favour of losing any open space in established suburbs and also 
acknowledge that the previous owner of Brindabella was presumptuous in regard to 
the regulations about establishment and continued use of the car park.  Having 
said that we make the following points:- 

• The area between Brindabella and the Primary school is effectively regarded 
as school grounds by surrounding residents during school hours. 

• Over the last 50 years, we have observed that the use of the whole area 
outside school hours is quite minimal consisting mainly of family groups 
enjoying some recreation. 

• We are not aware of any regular organised sporting or other activity that 
occurs requiring a large area.   

• Community use is therefore sparse. 



• The Lyneham Community Association has not identified any community use 
that would be lost specifically by the Brindabella car park and we cannot 
foresee any either.  In other words, the area has little or no alternative use 
considering the availability of extensive open space between the two 
schools and across the Creek at the High School. 

• Lyneham High has two car parks which are overflowing and the smaller 
Primary School has limited parking.  Contrary to the Lyneham Community 
Association submission, we see nowhere else for Brindabella cars to park as 
restricted street parking progressively spreads outward from Northbourne 
Avenue. 

• To us, Brindabella Christian College is an economic and cultural asset to the 
area and seems able to share the playing fields with the Primary School. 

 
We suggest it would be dog-in-the-manger to not approve the car park and we urge 
the team to continue with the approval of the variation to the Territory Plan. 
 
Yours sincerely 
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Your personal information will be managed in accordance with the Information Privacy Act 2014 and the
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate (EPSDD)   , which is
available for viewing on EPSDD's website.

Copies of written comments will be made available on the authority website unless the submission is
withdrawn. Copies of written comments will also be given to the proponent of the development proposal.

If you would not like your comments or a part of your comments to be made available on the website or to the
applicant, a request must be made under Sections 502 or 503 of the Planning Act 2023 (or Sections 411 or 412 of
the Planning and Development Act 2007). A request for exclusion under these sections must be in writing,
clearly identifying what parts of your submission you are seeking to exclude and how the request satisfies the
exclusion criteria.

Printed copies of the draft amendment (this document) and background documents are available for inspection
and purchase at the EPSDD Customer Service Centre, 8 Darling Street, Mitchell, Monday to Friday (except public
holidays) between 8:30am and 4:30pm. Please call    to arrange a copy for purchase.

Click here for more information on applying for exemption from the public register.
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