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Representation against ESI201900001for an IRRF at Blocks (8 + 12) Section 28. Division Fyshwick 

To the Chief Planning Executive, 

E!S201900001 must be rejected for lack of details about Fire Fighting Systems on site as required by 
the Scoping Document. 

Fire Risk in waste facilities is well documented and the ACT experience with waste fires is 
considerable. We do not need another large waste facility in the middle of Canberra in a busy and 
prosperous commercial and retail precinct which presents the danger of another large fire. The 
danger exists because the proponent does not have for his Facility on Tennant Street a Fire 
Management System, well documented, and supported by performance evidence. 

This is remarkable since the Scoping Document expressly demanded it. The proponent was asked to 
provide an assessment of the threat of fire, impacts on the surrounding areas and the protection 
measures he would employ to address such threat. In particular he was asked how his waste 
management practices of stockpiling material could be mitigated against fire risk. He satisfied none. 
A conflict exists between the fire safety systems and the operational requirements. Because of 
leachate production there is no incentive to wet the waste stockpiles, yet this is the primary form of 
fire prevention. There is therefore the potential that a fire would be allowed to grow in a stockpile 
until it is incapable of being controlled by Hi Quality's safety systems. 

Indeed, there is no Fire Management Plan which could inform the decision maker or the public that 
a fire deluge system, whatever this is, would be effective in putting out a fire in the recycling facility. 
There is no indication to advise that; 

• stockpiles will be monitored regularly to detect smouldering waste;
• there is enough water on site to fight a large waste fire;
• there is any fire fighting equipment and where it is located;
• why no rainwater tanks were proposed for all buildings to boost fire fighting capacity;
• each of the buildings on the site would have fire suppressant measures; and
• spread of fire to neighbouring premises can be controlled.

All these details and more must be provided as required by the Scoping Document. 

Lack of a Fire Management Plan is unacceptable and does not comply with the purposes of an EIS 
process. There are some things which c.an be left to a final development stage, after approval, but 
management of fire risk is not one of them. All of Canberra residents, those who visit Fyshwick 
regularly and especially the business operators and owners in Fyshwick need the assurance that the 
details of fire management are in place and well tested before any approval is given. Because this 
proponent treated the issue so supeliicially, he should not be trusted to run such a project which is 
potentially damaging to the environment, to amenity, the economy and property. 

Thank You, 
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